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TITLE PAGE This Moroccan belongs to the Groupe Franc of
an RTM, but, his face apart, nothing distinguishes him from
a French unit. He wears a typical sheepskin over a reduced
uniform which consists of a civilian pullover worn over the
regulation 1936-pattern jersey, just visible at the wrist. The
gloves are khaki wool, and the weapon is the FM24/29.




THE FRENCH ARMY 1939-45

(1) THE ARMY OF 1939-40 AND VICHY FRANCE

‘The strongest army in the

world ...’ Exactly 20 years after
the end of the First World War,
on 11 November 1938, the

462 Régiment d'Infanterie parade
down the Champs Elysées,
wearing the 1920/35 piped
uniform, capote collars worn
open, and the first issue 1935-
pattern equipment. However, the
helmets are still the old 1915
Adrian type, repainted in khaki.
At the head of the regiment
march the adjudants and
sous-lieutenants, wearing the
1932-pattern manteau. All ranks
display the regimental badge.

he French Army of 1939 was considered by contemporaries to be
the strongest army in the world at that time. In fact, as the events
of the next ten months soon revealed, the Army was riddled with
fatal weaknesses. Many of these stemmed from the attitudes prevailing in
the French High Command at the end of the First World War. Under
Marshal Pétain (a general renowned for his care with men’s lives) they
were determined that the nation should never again endure such a
bloodbath. They had also to evolve a strategy that took account of a pre-
dicted shortage of manpower, the so-called ‘empty classes’. This was the
result of a fall in the birth rate, itself the inevitable consequence of the
high level of casualties during the First War. Each of the classes called up
in the vears between 1935 and 1939 was some 140,000 men under
strength. The French therefore adopted a defensive policy. Noting both
the general success of the forts around Verdun and the efficacy of the
deep dug-outs constructed by the Germans on the Western Front, the
High Command evolved a plan based on the construction of a perma-
nently fortified line along the Franco-German frontier — a line
subsequently named after the Minister of War, André Maginot.

For a decade and a half the Maginot Line dominated French tactical




thinking, and from 1930 to 1936 absorbed the bulk of the country’s
military spending. However, such a largely defensive strategy did not nec-
essarily imply a totally passive outlook. The Maginot Line only covered the
Franco-German border, principally for reasons of cost. The High
Command thought it preferable to move the defensive line further north,
to the Belgian-German frontier; this would shorten its length and would
include Belgium (an ally until 1936) in the overall plan. Most importantly,
any war, and the destruction that would follow in its wake, would take
place far from French territory. From the late 1920s it became clear that
the mechanisation of at least part of the Army was vital.

It was only in the second half of the 1930s, however, that French rear-
mament began in earnest, following parliamentary approval in September
1936 for the 14 million FF Daladier Programme. Unfortunately, this period
was also one of great social unrest in France and it
was not until the second half of 1938 that pro-
duction lines finally began to work at full capacity.
[n the event even this could do nothing to alter the
outcome of a ‘'lightning war” based on novel tactical
thinking, against which the only successful counter
would be natural geographical features: the barrier
of the English Channel or the enormous spaces of CNF fo s
the Russian steppes. It was France's misfortune to ;2:,\:;:;;:6.
have neither. B icpieon

The operations of 1940, up to Dunkirk, are
summarised in Campaign 3 France 1940. The
words of a German soldier provide an apposite
summary of events after 5 June when the French
Army was fighting against odds of three to one on
the Weygand Line: ‘In the ruins of the villages, the
French resisted to the last man ... Here, on the
Aisne, the French regiments were determined to
defend every last route to the heart of France, in a
battle that would decide the fate of their country.

Accompanied by his staff and the
Minister of War, Jean Fabry,
General Gamelin (right fore-
ground), named
commander-in-chief in 1935,
attends the major manoeuvres in
September of that year. The khaki
uniform worn by generals was the
same as that worn by other
officers, except for the képi, the
buttons, the silver stars worn on
the sleeve, and the absence of
collar patches. In addition, the
shoulder tabs on the vareuse
were embroidered in gold.

1 - Higher Formations,
May-June 1940

The poilu had done his duty.’



BELOW RIGHT The end of Alpine
manoeuvres in the Briangonnais,
September 1938. Carrying their
mountain packs, and with a _
jonquil yellow star on their

of the

THE ORGANISATION OF THE
ARMY IN 1939 40

i , the ski-scout

11€ Bataillon de Chasseurs Alpins
march past at the head of the bat-
talion, together with their superb
St Bernard dogs. The chasseurs’
blue uniform is as per regulation,
and consists of a bluish iron grey
1920-pattern vareuse (with seven
buttons), worn with the battalion’s
yellow and green fourragére. The
equipment of the ski-scouts does
not include braces or the dorsal
cartridge pouch.
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General Gamelin was the commander-in-chief, whilst the main front, the
north-east, was under the command of General Georges. The French
had mobilised three Army Groups (GA) there, numbered from 1 to 3
(see Table 3 pp.7-9). GAl, under General Billotte, contained five armies,
including the British Expeditionary Force (BEF), and formed the Allied
left wing, with the objective of helping Belgium and the Netherlands.
General Prételat’s GA2 (three armies) was strung out along the Maginot
Line, while General Besson’s GA3 (two armies) was intended to deter
any German attack through Switzerland.

May-June 1940
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Armies, Corps and Infantry Divisions
Each Army, numbered from 1 to 9, plus the Army
of the Alps, had only a small number of troops
directly under its command (several tank battalions
and pioneer regiments). Each army corps could
deploy four groups of horse-drawn heavy artillery
(with 24 x 105L13, and 24 x 155L); three groups
in motorised corps (with 12 x 105136, 12 x
1050.18, and 12 x 155GPF); a pionecer regiment
and a reconnaissance group, plus engineers and
supporting services.




The basic pawn in the hands of the High Command was the infantry
division (DI}, which contained around 500 officers and 17,000 men of

all arms. Despite differences of name, all infantry divisions had, in
theory, the same basic structure, with three regiments (or nine bat-
talions) of infantry; an anti-tank company (with 12 x 25mm anti-tank
guns) crewed by the infantry; one pioneer company; two artillery reg-
iments (five groups, of which two were heavy, see Artillery p.15); an
anti-tank battery (eight 47mm weapons); a reconnaissance group (see
Cavalry p.13); two companies of engineers; two signals companies; two
transport companies; a medical group; and a supply group. However,
certain divisions of the B Reserve had only one regiment of artllery
(four groups, only one of which was heavy), and laboured under
shortages of equipment, notably in anti-tank weapons.

Three ‘light infantry divisions’ (DLI), with only six battalions and a
single artillery group each, were formed for the Norway Expedition. All
the new infantry formations created at the end of May 1940 with the
debris of troops pushed back at Sedan or evacuated from Dunkirk were
also of this type, with the addition of a second 75mm artillery group and
a reconnaissance squadron.

Infantry
The campaign of 1959-40 was the last to employ the French infantry on
a grand scale. Yet the forces deployed were no more than a shadow of
those mobilised for the previous war: on 10 May 1940 only 215 metro-
politan infantry regiments of various types took the field, compared with
the 350 mobilised in August 1914,

Each infantry regiment was similar in strength, containing around 80
officers and 3,000 men in three battalions. The regiments, however, fell
into a number of different categories. The peacetime army consisted of
64 line regiments: 24 so-called ‘normal’ regiments, serving in infantry
divisions, 20 motorised regiments in the DIMs, eight classed as Alpine
troops, and 12 ‘Fortress Infantry” Regiments (RIF) serving in the
Maginot Line. There were also three demi-brigades of Alpine Fortress
infantry (seven independent battalions in total) facing Italy.

The 62 Régiment de Tirailleurs
Marocains, stationed at Verdun,
returning from a review, 25 May
1939. In warm weather, officers
and men paraded wearing the
vareuse. The tirailleurs, who had
just received the brand new
1935 mod. 37 equipment, are
wearing the chéche wound into a
turban, and an Other Ranks'
1920-pattern vareuse, with
seven buttons. The fourragére is
sky blue and red, the colours of
the Croix de Guerre TOE
(théatres d’opérations
extérieurs), in honour of the
regiment's excellent performance
in Morocco and the Levant
during the 1920s.



3 - French Army Order of Battle, North-East Front, 10 May 1940
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3a - French Army Order of Battle, Other Fronts and Colonies, 10 May 1940
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The peacetime army also included a number of chasseur battalions: 11
battalions of chasseurs a pied, and 12 of Alpine troops (chasseurs alpins).
Chasseur battalions normally served in chasseur demi-brigades of three
battalions each. Four battalions (the 4€, 5€, 16€ and 17¢) were converted
into motor battalions (bataillons portés) to form the infantry component of
the armoured divisions.

On mobilisation, the line infantry was strengthened by the creation
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4 - Newly created formations, 15 May-10 June 1940
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of a further 85 regiments and demi-brigades as Type A reserves, which
took up vacant numbers between 1 and 174, These regiments were
composed largely of reservists around a regular cadre. However, since
the period of conscription had been raised from one to two years only in
1935, most of the reservists recalled to the colours in 1939 had received
no more than a barely adequate year’s training. A further 61 Type B
reserve regiments and demi-brigades were then created from the Type A
regiments, numbered by adding 200 to the number of the parent
regiment, and composed entirely of reservists in their thirties and forties.
Despite their age, these men were not necessarily the least effective: the
Dunkirk perimeter was held by Type B regiments who performed much
better than some of their younger comrades in arms. In Spring 1940,
another 18 regiments (including 13 of the 1-174 series) were formed
from battalions separated from their regiment, or from training centres.

The chasseurs were similarly reinforced on mobilisation, the
chasseurs a pied raising 18 Type A and B Reserve battalions, and the
chasseurs alpins 23. From September 1939, the chasseurs also included
ten battalions of Pyrenean troops (chasseurs pyrénéens), and the specialist
ski troops of the 1 99€ Bataillon de chassewrs de haute montagne, who were offi-
cially included in the Alpine Fortress battalions.

The metropolitan infantry mobilised in 1939-40 also contained 11
machine gun battalions, numbered from 1 to 11, eight motorised
machine gun battalions, numbered from 51 to 58, and 67 pioneer reg-
iments. The pioneer regiments, numbered between 400 and 460 and
between 600 and 625 (not all the numbers were used), were raised from
older men, and were not equipped with the full range of heavy weapons
allotted to infantry regiments.

FEach line infantry battalion of 20 officers and 850 men comprised
three rifle companies of four officers and 190 men (each divided into an
HQ, with a 60mm mortar, and four platoons, each containing three
sections); and a heavy weapons company of four officers and 190 men



The colour party of 1728
Régiment d'Infanterie de
Forteresse, Strasbourg 1939.
Unlike line Ris, RIFs included two
or three machine gun battalions
{four in the 155%) as well as
compagnies d’équipages et
d’ouvrages, who manned the
posts of the Maginot Line.
Battalions comprised three
machine gun companies
{although only two in some RIFs)
and a mixed infantry/heavy
weapons company. (Coll. P.
Brétégnier)

(divided into four machine gun platoons with
four machine guns each, and a platoon
manning two 25mm anti-tank guns and two
81mm mortars). The regiment also included
an HQ company, a services company
(transport, medical, etc.) and an additional
heavy weapons company (three officers and
100 men, with a further six 25 mm anti-tank
guns, two 8lmm mortars and three Renault
UE tracked carriers).

The colonial empire provided a powerful
addition to the infantry. In service on 10 May
1940 on all fronts, were no less than 14 reg-
iments of zouaves (recruited solely from
Frenchmen in North Africa or metropolitan
France), 42 regiments of Algerian, Tunisian
and Moroccan tirailleurs (raised from locals),
13 battalions of Light Infantry (recruited from
petty criminals) and 59 Colonial regiments
(about a third of which were recruited from
Frenchmen, the others from Senegalese,
Malagasies and Indochinese). Most of these
regiments were organised in exactly the same
way as the metropolitan troops. Together with
the Legion and other foreign volunteers (12
regiments and demi-brigades in the Foreign
Legion), the French infantry order of battle at
the start of May 1940 reached a total of 1,130
battalions (not including the pioneers).

A number of régiments régionaux de protection and végiments régionaux de
travaillewrs were also formed on the outbreak of war. Both were
composed of men who no longer had any reserve commitment, but who
were still of military age. The first were assigned the role, in conjunction
with the gendarmerie, of guarding lines ol communication in the rear
arcas; the latter were employved on pioneer duties. All were given a
number composed ol that of the Military Region plus an extra figure in
sequence; the 143¢ Régiment Régional, for example, was thus the Third
Regiment of the Fourteenth Region.

Infantry Tank Force
French tank units were drawn from two different arms-ofservice: the
Chars de Combal, the Army’s original tank force equipped with infantry
tanks, and regiments of former horsed cavalry.

Created as part of the artillery in 1916, the Chars de Combat was
intended by its creator, General Estienne, to form a wholly independent
arm. He had envisaged a mobile armoured corps of 100,000 men driving
into the heart of the enemy position to devastating effect, crushing
everything in its path. But this idea did not prevail; in 1920, tanks were
attached to the infantry, and consequently made subordinate to its slow
methodical tactics. The idea of forming true ‘mobile divisions’, relying
on tanks, motorised infantry and artillery en masse, was first explored in
France by General Doumenc in 1929. Then, in 1934, Lieutenant-Colonel
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de Gaulle promoted the idea of an “élite army’, a truly mobile armoured
force, of six ‘line divisions” and one ‘light division’ (like that recently
created within the cavalry), and employing only career, not conscript,
soldiers. But a prophet is without honour in his own country. The French
government did not want an armoured corps, since it contradicted its
essentially defensive policy. Nor, for political reasons, did it wish to see an
army of professional soldiers. Further, when in 1936 it was decided in
principle to create two armoured divisions as a
counterattack and breakthrough force only, their

OPPOSITE Weighing 30 tonnes,
with 60mm armour and two guns
{(75mm in the hull, 47mm anti-tank
gun in the turret), the B1bis was
the most powerful tank in Western
Europe in 1939-40. Exactly 403
examples (B1 and B1bis) had been
built by mid-June 1940,

formation was postponed due to a lack of

equipment (notably of the Char B). Not only in

January 1940 were the 1" and 2¢ DCR finally

5 - Infantry Tank units, 1939-1940

AbtveviationyFrench full designation Transtation/Obsansalions

RCC [régiment de chars de combal)* Tank Regiment*

assembled, and then only at half the theoretical

strength, The 3€ was formed in March and the 4¢

— under de Gaulle’'s command — in the middle of

the May 1940 battle. .« S
In some ways, the French tanks were better

than the Panzers Mark 1 and II which equipped |

the majority of the German armoured forces: the

bricige or o

GBC (groupe da bataiions de chars)”

BCC [batafion de chars de combat)

BCTC (bin da chars des troupes coloniales)
CACC (compagnie autonome de ch. de c.)

company by I'"LMI 3 -vks or by platoons of thres, or aven tank by rank riﬂfmdlnga

Type Blbis and the Somua were both more
heavily armoured and carried henf-r armament.

the l]ghlu ones were not equlpped with radios; thL main gun was
operated by the tank commander in a one-man turret; and their small
petrol tank gave them only a limited range. Further, except for the
Armoured Divisions equipped with the powerful Char B (two battalions
in each DCR, i.e. 68 tanks), and the fast Hotchkiss H39 light tank (two
battalions per DCR, i.e. 90 tanks), the bulk of the chars de combat bat-
talions were spread throughout the armies for infantry support duties.

Group of Tank Baftalions®

Tank Battalion

Colonial Tank Bin (nat numbared]
Independent Tank Company

.. For administrative puro
within DO r'h %L‘- wiarg

NCOs and chasseurs of the

48° Bataillon de Chars de
Combat, which was equipped
with Renault R35s and the new
R40s (with AMX tracks), at the
end of June 1940. A wide range
of uniforms is on view here,
including a mechanic's overall
suit on the left, and, in the
centre, a sergent-chef wearing
the 1935-pattern leather jacket,
complete with collar patches
(which was unusual) and the
badge of the 22 DCR (which was
even more unusuall). The braid
on the tank force small dark blue
beret was a popular, if non-regu-
lation, addition.

(Coll. Henri Gallot)
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The fast, heavily armoured

20 tonne Somua S35, was the
backbone of the French cavalry
mechanised divisions. 430
Somua had been built up to June
1940. This one, destroyed in
Northern France, belonged to
18€ Dragoons (17 DLM) (Coll. P.

At the request of the
High Command, French
industry continued to con-
centrate on producing
tanks for this role, manu-
facturing 1,650 Renault
R35/40s to replace the
ageing FT model.

Cavalry

Like its contemporaries
in other armies, the French
cavalry of 1939-40 was a
combination of the tradi-
tional and modern, some
with wholly mechanised
formations, while others
remained horsed.

During the 1920s there
were five cavalry divisions,
composed of three
brigades (six regiments)
and a regiment of horse
artillery. Two or three squadrons of White armoured cars, dating from
1918, formed the only mechanised element; as an infantry component,
the division included a group of chasseur cyclists. From 1929, the
artillery was motorised, the cyclists were transformed into a motorised
battalion of dragoons (BDP) with motorcycle/side-car combinations and
Citroén-Kégresse half-tracks, whilst the armoured cars were formed into
a Group (GAM), which, in 1939, was enlarged to a regiment (RAM) of
six squadrons. These new cavalry divisions (DC type 1932) now con-
tained only two horsed brigades (four regiments) and a light
mechanised brigade (BLM) grouping together the motorised dragoons
and the GAM/RAM. The engineers and other services were motorised at
the same time.

From 1933, the 4° DC underwent a more radical ransformation,
becoming entirely motorised and armoured, and changing its name in
1935 to become the 1Y€ Division Légére Mécanique (DLM). The 5¢ DC

underwent the same process in 1936,

becoming the 2¢ DLM. The two new divisions
were gradually equipped with the new Somua
S35 — a fast, well armed and heavily armoured
tank — as they rolled off the production line.
Although ‘light’ in name, the DLMs were the
equivalent of a German Panzer division, con-
taining more than 300 armoured vehicles: 190
tanks (one half §35s and the other Hotchkiss
H35s in the two ‘combat regiments’), 69
Renault AMR35s  (equipping the motorised
dragoons) and 48 wheeled Panhard AMDs
(which equipped two squadrons of the recon-

i . = | naissance regiment, while its remaining
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Sl e

two squadrons used
motorcycle combinations).
The  dragoon motor

regiment of these divisions
was a powerful unit of
three (each
comprising one squadron
of  AMRS3b5s, with
motorcycle combinations,
and three on six-wheel
Laffly S20TL or Lorraine
L28 carriers). The artillery
regiment, equipped with

battalions

one

tractors, was three
groups strong (armed
with 24x7Hhmm, and
12x105C35).

In September 1939,

there were thus five cavalry
divisions in the field (1€,
2¢ and 3¢ DC plus the 17¢
and 2¢ DLM). In February
1940, however, the three
DCs were transformed into
five light divisions (DL),
which only one month
later, on 5 March 1940, were renamed light cavalry divisions (DLC).
Each of these included just one horsed brigade and a weaker dragoon
motor regiment of only two battalions, and two, instead of three, groups
per artillery regiment. The horsed regiments were unchanged in their
organisation, comprising four sabre squadrons (with five officers and
172 men each, in four troops) plus a heavy weapons squadron (with six
officers and 208 men, equipped with 12 machine guns, four 60mm
mortars and four 25mm anti-tank guns) — 1,100 men in all. Each DLM
and DLC also included a divisional anti-tank squadron (12x25mm
weapons) manned by the cavalry, and a divisional anti-tank battery (with
eight 47mm) manned by the artillery.

A 3¢ DLM was created in February 1940, and a fourth should have
followed on 1 July, but its regiments ready in May were included instead
in the ‘de Gaulle Force’ (groupement de Gaulle), the original name of the
4€ DCR. At the start of June, the 1" and 4¢ DLCs were transformed into
‘reduced DLMs’, and numbered by adding three to their original
number, thus becoming the 4¢ and 7¢ DLM respectively. At the same
time, the three original DLMs, having lost all their equipment in the
fighting in the north, were re-formed with the bare minimum of men
and new equipment.

Besides these divisions, the cavalry formed four independent
mounted brigades (three were formed from North African spahis; the
fourth was the brigade left over from the creation of the DLCs). The
other cavalry component consisted of the numerous reconnaissance
groups attached to infantry divisions (GRDIs) and army corps (GRCAs).
These units, which had the firepower of a small battalion, were generally

A trooper of the 6% Dragons

(3® DLC), spring 1940, but
wearing, as was often seen at
this time, the peacetime piped
jacket with tin buttons. The
saddlery and harmess is complete
with 1925-pattern saddie-bags
and a modified 1916-pattern ban-
dolier. The sabre is carried
vertically on the right side in tra-
ditional fashion, although,
according to the February 1238
regulations, it should have been
carried diagonally on the left side,
as in the African cavalry reg-
iments. (Coll. Paul Ringenbach)

ABOVE OPPOSITE These Renault
AMR35s crewmen belong to the
18" RDP (dragons portés), from
Pontoise. Their red-brown uniform
(see Plate E1) includes the light
khaki chéche, the grenade helmet
badge and the patches of
motorised dragoons, with its third,
violet, soutache. In the centre is
an adjudant or adjudant-chef
wearing khaki breeches and
leggings. He is wearing an
officers’ belt and a holster of the
simplified 1915 pattern.



mixed horse/motor, containing one horsed squadron (two in the case of
GRCAs), one motorcycle squadron and one lorried heavy weapons
squadron. Those attached to motorised formations, however, had no

6 - Cavalry units, 1939-1940
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horsed element, but included instead, in the
GRDIm, two armoured car squadrons (with 16
AMDs and 16 AMRSs).

Outside France, the regiments of chasseurs
d’Afrigue, composed of French personnel, were
right in the middle of their mechanisation pro-
gramme when war broke out, with the result that
some regiments were entirely armoured, whilst
others remained mixed. A 6¢ DLC, intended for
the Middle East under General Weygand, was
formed in North Africa at the beginning of 1940.

Artillery
‘I hate the French artillery’, said Marshal
Ludendorffin 1918. This enormous force of more
than 10,500 tubes of all calibres (not including
anti-aircraft and fortress weapons) was still
available in 1939-40. Following reforms in 1923,
all regiments were numbered in one sequence
from 1 to 409, their role being indicated by their
place in the sequence (see Table 7). Only colonial
artillery was numbered separately. All the artillery
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anil Calag

Divistonal and Fortr»ess Lighrl Field J\rﬁllery

srmim +1 660 Ay Bgt)
vain: all-terrain Arty

RAM [~ maon
RANA {-nord-3

General Reserve Heavy Horse Artillery
A&l H jiourde finpamahie: heavy narse Aty Ratl

(Fixed) Fortress Artillery
RAR (- posifion: positon Arty Rgl)

General Reserve Super Heavy Artillery
RALGE Hourde 4 granoe puissancel
General Reserve Heavy Towed Artillery

i th prime mowears
T rime moval

Divisional Hsaw Field Artillery
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Lorry-borne (or Towed) Light Field Artillery
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Lorry-borne Heavy Field Artillery
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Super Heavy Railway Arty, General Reserve
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Miscellaneous Artillery Rgts and Groups
.’\;Clrllrl’n-ll Meeth African Arty :Lg mcnu

Anti-Aircraft Artillery
RADCA, -da défens

1. 14, 15, 16, 25

38, 44, 45, B0-53. &7

106, 105, 108
10,117

141 to 149
1148 (148 dhsbanded

150 to 170
150170

17110 174
171174

180 to 187

Jarr, 40

& regiments

351, 352, 354, 361, 363, 364

& regiments
3F0-375 4370

COIonlal Artillery with sepi
C (-oodraniEe: I

b [sarne Bt
5 1 Aty Aot

‘fmilkite \,fagrm hiE)

& necame 206, 287

ABOVE, RIGHT In every infantry
division, except the seven
motorised ones, the artillery was
horse-drawn, with the 1897-
pattern Puteaux 75mm guns
being drawn by a four-horse
limber. As can be seen here,
three gunners, armed with the
1892 M16 carbine and dressed
as non-mounted troops (with an
infantry pattern capote) sat on
the limber. (Coll. Alain Guilloux)

was drawn either by horses or by heavy tractors,
with all that implies in terms of mobility and vul-
nerability to air attack — there were only a few,
improvised, self-propelled weapons.

An infantry division normally comprised one
regiment of field artillery (three groups of 36

1897-pattern 75mm guns) and one heavy
regiment (two groups of 24 155CS, or sometimes
12 105C and 12 155CS); several B Reserve
divisions, however, included only a single mixed
regiment (four groups of 36 75mm and 12
155CS). In addition to the divisional artillery, and
the corps artillery mentioned above, many reg-
iments belonged to the General Artillery Reserve
(RGA), at the C-in-C's disposal. More than 300
regiments were mobilised in 1939-40, but, if the
numbers involved were formidable, most of the
equipment had changed little since 1918.
Innovations in the sphere of artillery consisted

almost solely of the addition of tyres to hundreds of existing pieces: the
75, 105L, 155CS and 155GPFT. Some entirely new equipment was
produced (300 x 105C34S and 35B light howitzers, 150 x 105L36S
medium pieces); but the main cffort of artillery rearmament went into
anti-tank guns (1,100 x 47mm AT37) and into anti-aircraft weapons
(1,600 x 25mm AA38/39/40 and 350 x 75mm AA32).

Engineers, Transport, Services

(NB: Personnel of the supporting services continued to wear on their
collars the number of the peacetime formation responsible for their
mobilisation. It bore no resemblance to the number of the company,
group or detachment in which they served.)

The engineers were formed into companies (two per army corps and
infantry division, one per DLC and DCR, and three per DLM), which



performed the usual tasks of construction and
demolition. Army Corps and DLMs also
included a bridging train of one company; the
Army Corps also had a park squadron.

Until 1942, signals were still the responsi-
bility of the engineers. Each DI, DLM and
Corps included one telegraph and one radio
company; DLCs and DCRs had only one
mixed telegraph/radio company.

There were few transport units at the divi-
sional or corps level (one horsed company
and one motorised company per division or
corps, two motorised companies for mech-
anised formations), but there were a large
number of motorised units available for
deployment on strategic routes. These units
were divided into GTPs (personnel transport)
and GTMs (matériel transport), each com-

prising three or four companies equipped
with coaches, trucks and vans, plus a section of staff cars and one for
traffic control. In total, each GT was equipped with 300 to 500 vehicles
according to type; for example, the vehicles of three GTPs were required
to move an infantry division. Even though production of military trucks
and vans reached 40,000 between September 1939 and June 1940, the
GTs, like many other units, continued to rely on requisitioned vehicles
for the greater part of their equipment. The Transport Service (Train)
also provided drivers for ambulances (one section per division) and for
fresh meat transportation sections.

One medical group was attached to each division, as well as to each corps
(a field hospital) and to armies (an evacuation hospital). To these could be
added ordinary hospital resources throughout France (themselves consid-
erably reinforced after the bloody experience of the First World War),

There was no
women's section in
the French Army of
1939-40. However,
several hundred
women served as
civilian volunteers in
auxiliary ambulance
sections, attached to
the Army in the field.
These elegant vol-
unteers of the
SSAF-SSBM (the
future French Red
Cross) are wearing a
uniform in RAF blue
superfine cloth.

Reservists of the 82 and

38€ Génie with their comman-
deered Renault van, 1939-40.
All are wearing the seven-button
1920 vareuse, with the collar
unhooked, as was the fashion
during the ‘Phoney War'. The
man standing in the foreground,
undoubtedly the driver, has been
issued a pair of 1935-pattern
salopettes in red-brown or khaki
canvas. Engineer units whose
number ended in an eight were
always signals units, hence the
T (for transmissions) on the
mudguard.
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Officers and cavalry troopers,
belonging largely to the

18€ Dragons Motorisés. Taken
after mobilisation in 1939, this
photo shows an interesting variety
of uniforms among the officers
and, particularly, among the men:
on the left, a corporal in horizon
blue, wearing a 1920-pattern
vareuse with, on its sleeve, a
patch commemorating a dis-
banded regiment. On the right,
one trooper wears a khaki
1920/35 vareuse with sky blue
piping and tin buttons, while the
other wears a vareuse with khaki
buttons taken from reserve
stocks.

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT 1939-40

The major simplifications in uniform brought about by the First World
War (see MAA 286) eliminated virtually all the old distinctions charac-
teristic of the different branches of the French Army, With the exception
of African and Colonial troops, all Army personnel received clothing
that belonged to one of just two basic categories. Non-mounted troops
(whether on foot or carried in vehicles) received a greatcoat (capote),
trousers (pantalon-culotte) and pulttees; roops mounted on horseback,
got another type of greatcoat (manteau), breeches (culotte) and leggings.
The tunic (vareuse), identical for all branches, was altered in 1919, with
a stand-and-fall collar replacing the upright collar. All items of clothing
were slightly modified and redesigned from 1920 onwards: notably, the
vareuse now had seven buttons down the front instead of five, and the
capote lost the buttons on the pocket flaps.

Every soldier in the Army received clothing for three different
orders of dress during his time with the colours, One, either brand new
or well maintained in a smart condition, was reserved for walking-out on
Sundays, inspections, parades, and for the formal departure to the front.
The other two orders of dress were barracks dress and training order,
neither of which were carried on campaign. Reservists called up at
mobilisation — who formed most of the Army — were to be provided with
new clothing from reserve magazines: in 1939, their uniform was khaki
serge with half-ball buttons painted in matt dark khaki.

Other Ranks’ Uniforms
During the 1920s, only African and Colonial troops wore khaki. The
decision to standardise Army uniforms on this colour, in a shade known



as ‘American khaki’, was actually made in the
autumn of 1921, but, because of the huge stock of
horizon blue uniforms, it was another 15 years
before khaki items were widely distributed to met-
ropolitan troops. In the crucial year of 1935 the
international situation finally forced changes
when, scared of Germany’s further intentions after
its re-occupation of the demilitarised Saarland,
France reintroduced a conscription period of two
years. A walking-out dress in khaki was introduced
on 31 August for the newly raised fortress troops
(see Plate A2) and, only three weeks later, for all
metropolitan troops. Khaki garments were readily
available, having been manufactured and placed in
storage since the late 1920s, and by the end of the
year the measure had taken full effect. But, to
make the new uniform a proper walking-out dress,
it was decorated with polished buttons and new
branch distinctions (see Table I): thin lines of
piping in the arm-of-service colour were added to
the cuffs and to the edges of the shoulder straps
(this also applied to the capote and manteau, which
were given shoulder straps for the first time). The
new uniform was worn with the képi, which was
reintroduced in 1930 in horizon blue or khaki, but
now worn in its distinctive pre-1914 colours.
Badges of rank retained their 1931 form - an
elongated chevron — but were now in the arm-of-
service colour. Another important new feature was
a khaki shirt with chest pockets, worn with a tie in
a dark khaki colour. The shirt and tie were
intended to be visible at the collar, an effect which
was achieved by removing the top-most button of
the wvareuse and of the manteau, and slightly
lowering the opening of the collar (although this
was not necessary with the capote). From then on,
the manteau was left with five buttons down the
front, and the vareuse with six.

In 1936 the jersey, a light pullover in khaki wool
with a stand-and-fall-collar, was introduced. This
was issued to all non-mounted troops to replace

the vareuse, and so lighten the individual’s burden,

A new working dress in khaki canvas, the veste-bourgeron and salopette, was
adopted in 1938 (see Plate B2). At the same time, a complete new uniform
was introduced: the new items included ample ‘golf” trousers, typical of the
fashions of the time, a vareuse with a five-button front, a single-breasted
capote and a manteau with shoulder tabs. Tunic, capote and manteau were all
given a better fit around the chest. None of the 1938-pattern items had
been distributed by the outbreak of war, although the new trousers were
widely issued from the beginning of 1940 (even to mounted troops), since
those of the old pattern quickly wore out. The trousers apart, these new
patterns did little to affect the silhouette of the French soldier, who in May

| - Khaki ORs walking-out dress 1935-39

Armi-of-sanice Pining Braid Button
Infantry/Zouaves garance garance tombac
Alg.Tun, tiraillaurs villow wellow tombac
Moroccan tirailleurs  light grean light green tombac

African light infantry  violet garance tin

Foreign Lagion inf. areen green tombac, Lagion
Etrangére

Tanks green oreen tin

Cavalry (except spahisl sky blus dark blue  tin

Spahis yellow vellow tombac

Foreign Legion cav.  light green green tin, Legion Etrangére

Artillery/Engineers scariet scartet tombac

Train/Administration  garance garance tin

Medical Orderlies garance garance tombac

Mote
1.0 tha pladn hal-ball shapa. except Foralgn Legion (domed with mottal,
All Colanial troops had the comed tombac type with anchor and fleuron,

These three friends from the

142 Section d'Infirmiers Militaires
(note horizon blue numbers on
garance collar patches without
soutaches, and an infantry képi)
from Lyon wear the 1920/35
walking-out dress, with its
distinctive piping. Two wear the
1935-pattern shirt and tie, clearly
visible here, thanks to the
removal of the top button and the
consequent lowering of the collar
opening. (Coll. Eric Migquelon)
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The final changes to the French
infantry uniform appear in these
two official photographs. On the
left, barracks dress, with the
1935-pattern khaki shirt, dark
khaki tie, 1838 ‘golf' trousers
and 1918-pattern side-cap,
unchanged since the last war. On
the right, the 1938 single-
breasted capote, 1940-pattern
lace-up leather infantry leggings,
1935 mod. 37 equipment and the
MAS36 rifle. The back view of
this equipment can be seen on
p.34.

1940, muffled in his heavy, hot coat, looked ready to fight
the Great War once again,

In general terms, the French uniform of 1939-40
can be considered old-fashioned and ill-adapted to
modern warfare. The only exceptions were in two
specialised areas of dress: motorcyclists’ clothing

(see Plate E3) and, particularly, mountain
clothing (see Plates F1 and F2), where sig-
nificant and ground-breaking advances had
been made.

Just before the war, Captain Pourchier,
commandant of the Mountain Warfare School

(Ecole de Haute Montagne) in Chamonix until

1939, had perfected an entirely new uniform,
based on the layering system. According to
the air temperature, the individual soldier
was free to put on or take off one of a
number of lightweight items of clothing.
The capote and vareuse were abandoned in
favour of a number of woollen pullovers,
with and without sleeves, worn in their turn
underneath a canvas anorak (blouson de
skieur) with chest pockets, which was to be the
principal uniform of the mountain soldier
(see Plate F1), For greater warmth, the indi-
vidual soldier could also wear additional items
of warm clothing on top of the anorak during
operations at altitude (items cut short enough
to allow free movement - see Plate F2). For
walking-out, he could wear the traditional
hooded cape of Alpine troops (introduced in

1935, in khaki cloth, for motorised troops as

well). The 1940-pattern Pourchier system,

combined with several items taken from the
uniform of motorised troops, was used by the men of the French
Expeditionary Force to Scandinavia(CEFS), where its excellent qualities
were much appreciated.

Officers’ dress and traditional dress
Officers and senior NCOs, who bought their own uniform, were per-
mitted to wear the new khaki uniforms from December 1925. This
explains why, in so many inter-war photos, officers appear in khaki
service dress while the men are still clad in horizon blue.

Officers had two basic uniforms — full dress and service dress. For full
dress, and for walking-out, officers wore a long tunic with an upright
collar, and trousers which, from May 1931, were in their pre-1914 colours
(see Plate Al). Service dress consisted of a khaki vareuse with four
pockets and, under English influence, fawn breeches (see Plate E2). The
vareuse had a pointed collar, introduced in 1929. Although this was
replaced in May 1938 by an open collar, revealing a shirt and tie (see
Plate G2), both types were seen in 1939-40. In the field, the vareuse was
usually worn under a manteau (see Plate B1). '



Despite these general regulations, the traditions of individual arms-
of-service created a surprising number of exceptions. After the general
introduction of khaki, the chasseurs managed to retain their traditional
dark blue uniform, even in the field (see Plate B3). The heavily braided
pre-1914 uniform of African troops was reintroduced in its entirety in
November 1927 (see Plate A3), although only for parades and walking-
out where it was thought to act as an incentive to recruitment. In
February 1928, colonial troops also saw the reintroduction of their dark
blue pre-1914 walking-out uniform. This comprised a double-breasted
tunic (paletot) with an upright collar, and trousers with scarlet piping
(infantry) or a wide scarlet double stripe and piping (artillery). On
campaign, however, all these items were replaced by khaki.

RIGHT The colour party of the
1€F Zouaves, early 1939. The
sous-lieutenant carrying the
colour wears the special 1931~
pattern zouave uniform - a black
tunic without epaulettes, and
with rank distinctions in
elongated Austrian knots, The
others are in ‘oriental’ full dress.
Re-introduced in 1927, it was
virtually identical to that worn at

LEFT Wearing their characteristic
rezzas, Moroccan spahis had a
full dress uniform that was quite
different from that of their
Algerian and Tunisian coun-
terparts (see Plate C). Their
burnous, although identical in
cut, was dark blue from June
1924 onwards. In February 1931
the uniform worn only briefly in
1913 was re-introduced as full
dress: it consisted of a garance
jacket of European cut with nine
buttons and a turn-down collar,
and wide sky blue trousers with
separate legs.

all times prior to 1914.
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Il - Képis, braid (metal) and buttons o Headgear ‘
['he item of headgear that most symbolises the

Arnzaisavie. Bpoibhne  ofeplion! R Htendircel French Army is the képi. It was first issued in its
| - METROPOLITAN TROOPS modern form (a flat-topped rigid cylinder around
ety Alrican lronns are Stways descrbed 55 o the matrapaitan troaps) ; N % e
bl G ? TR 10cm high) as the officers’ 1919-pattern. Colours
Metropalian infantn dars oue garance gald grenage - * ) " . .
Chagseurs A pedialoing  black vabat® dark blusa shvar  horn d]i‘fered ;1(_‘(_:(}1'(_]11’1%‘ Lo lhe ar-[n-o:['.scr\.']cc (J‘l‘ thc
Zolaves dars biue garance gold none E * k
il st sky biue geance  gold  none wearer (see Table II). The unit number or a
African light Infartry dark Daue garance slver homin a fedrcn i 3
Forsign Legjon inf,  clark bie geance  gold  (Agion Etmngére branch device was usually, but not always (again
s propror e e 'c";'.‘ollw,d.mtm depending on the arm-of-service), displayed on
o the front. For officers and adjudants, an Austrian
Cuirassiers dark blue garance silver - grenade . &y o 5 - .
Dragoois ek e garance sher  nonoe knot on the top of the képi, and lines of thin
Lght cavalry™ sky bue gararce gllver nene i - .
Spahis sky blue gerarce gold  rone tubular braid around the crown indicated rank.
Saharar e shy shy b Id K o . a2
s e e B s From 1920, re-enlisting NCOs received an
matte b L L - T S 1 - -
Arlry Gikbbe  dwkbhe Gob  prenadssvercarmare UHIILLI'b pdtt{,m‘ képi, ]Z)l..lt without t.h(, knot o1
St it v Ol e braid. From 1926 the képi was authorised for suc-
cessive ranks, until by 1930 it was prescribed for
,-.,fr.-m,.\l.lr.- T.E:S ?P?I::IAPN‘SET:\ICFS all, except in units that had their own traditional
Supply dark blue carance sitvar head-dress.
- RPTVIE UURE - . Except for generals, who had a khaki pattern
Dentists (sl 2 garance feisla] caduceus and wraath 1 e TR rFE 1 b
B ey TN T v with stars on the front, the képi did not form part
e Sl Gl e Imecoon of campaign dress, where it was replaced by the
Aistioe corks/vardens darkblie  garnce  god  none sharply pointed 1918-pattern side-cap (bonnet de
Walernaras aarnel vavel GAranca paled flags on faecas + . i o " " .
i police). In theory, the side-cap was issued in a single
Admirigration dark bhue gald  none ’ ¥ .
merpretors i Arablc] b Suawhet ¢ gold  none pattern for all ranks; in practice, however, officers
Inferprsieng Inor-Avabici  dark biue JETANCE gald qrenada i L] “ ‘1 9 y : . F ‘1 "
Fowdar enginears THUSE Oy dark blbe  gold  wirgea flarme fasces wore a well-tallon ed version, 1n nner c th (SCC
Powedar agents dark B dark blue gald wirges flame fasces - s 4 . - ] - " 5,
Arrnarments engnears dark Blue dark blue gold sama ag calar i Plate l%]), [n l.l'ﬂItS “‘Ith a t'[ ‘ldll'lc)ndl hea(l{l[ CSS‘
i) AP W Ty i + R H .,
Armarnents administ. dark Blue olark Blue allver saArms pe colar patss the l\epl ‘\dS_WOI]’] 01’11}« b‘ Ere]JCh‘ Otflcers atld
_ Coom NCOs, while ORs were issued with the beret or the
TraRaury sanice dark gresan ark green silver AT ATTIEES . ™ . ) N
me chéchia instead of the bonnet de police (see Table 11I).
Postal serica black dak blue  silver  Poste auy Armides o~ x . a 2
moio I'he principal headgear worn with campaign
Geograchical sarvice  dark blue dark blue golkd raong 1t e
dress was the steel helmet — in 1939 the pattern
II? - COLONIAL TROOPS AND SERVICES most frequently seen was the M1926. The direct
Infaritry/artiliary dark blua dark e fulalis} anchor and fledror ot 5 5 . ; "
ettt it o sl descendant of the famous
CrTS0n el dark bue gk anchar ar flearon Adrldn }lchﬂcl, lt was

cersh green vehiet dark blue oo anchor ard fleuron
Adrministration ol dark blua dark blue o archor ara fleumn

stamped  from a

single piece of
manganese steel,
with the crest in
either alu-

i

£, duriora NGO and
oolour ae the kapi
aren pioing for facl

e e, Lt picing in the same
e and Altizen ight ol

i the plain hall-Bal
5 gerTrants jwhioh

Tahi
dark khakd ‘o at ek

minium or
steel and, on
the front, a
badge to
indicate the
arm-ol-service
of the wearer
(see Table II1
and MAA 286
p-20). Motorised
troops wore either
the  1935-pattern
helmet, which in-

Caporal-chef radio operator, 24 Rl from Paris, in the piped
walking-out dress and 1935-pattern képi with the number
“embroidered in gold wire, and gold chin-strap. The specialisation
badge (TSF = télégraphie sans fil, or wireless) is sewn over the
diagonal gold braid which is part of the rank badge in this order of
dress. Metal regimental badges, here on the chest, had become
common in many units from the 1930s onwards. (Coll. Eric Lefévre)



Il - Field head-dress and insignia

1939-40

Al asseus
Miarth Adr. tiraibairs
Aftlean Light Infant
Foragn Leg, i
laris

Armn-of-genie Fisig service
heacd-cirass!
Lira infarry sidarsn
Morth-East fordress inf. cark khaki baret® i vie EsSE 085 orest
Alplra Infantey Alpire beret e & granace
Alpirs berat e passe pas onest
=51 lark Blue sidecap bier
Irs &ioing Alpire becat welkow horn heer

e o % grenade or hoem
orascart
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The 1936-pattern helmet for anti-aircraft units, here being
worn by a young brigadier-chef, featured a flat brow band
and cut-outs around the ears to accommodate the head-
phones of the sound detection equipment.

fascas, wraath arda flags
caducaus and |
grerace

st ware insued

i with O e psss e s
il o e Morth-Eesr “orfress unks,

e o 2 o

Afrcian troope vebich wone ate e saniie

e for

cluded a padded brow band but no crest (see Plates E1 to E3), or the
earlier models with a flat band and a small crest. Finally, anti-aircraft
artillery and the crews of the infantry’s Oerlikon machine guns received
the 1936-pattern helmet, which was based on the 1935 version. It was worn
with either the artillery or infantry badge as appropriate.

Overseas, the 1931-pattern cork sun helmet, covered with light khaki
cloth, was often worn on campaign by both Europeans and Indochinese
troops. By regulation no badges were worn on the front, except for the gilt
star and crescent of the Saharan Companies, or the gilt anchor of Colonial
troops (see Plates G1 and G2).

Insignia

The principal insignia of the French Army were the collar patches —
worn on vareuse, capote, manteau and all specialist protective clothing —
which clearly identified the arm-ofservice of the wearer. This system of
identification dated back to December 1914, when the standard horizon
blue uniform succeeded a whole variety of older patterns, and continued
to develop until 1940. Each arm-ofservice had its own background
colour (except in the infantry, where it matched the colour of the
garment); the different branches were then identified by the colour of
the soutaches (the distinction of combatant units) arranged in chevrons.
The number of the unit and/or its ornamental device lay in the centre
of the patch (see Table TV).

The light khaki chéchia cover
was worn throughout 1939 and
1940. In regiments that did not
have this item it was replaced by
a rolled-up chéche, which left
the top of the red chéchia
visible.
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dress in 193940 had hardly changed from that used during the Great

War (see MAA 286, Table p.17, horizon blue

uniforms!). In 1928,

however, the ranks of junior NCOs were altered: the rank of caporal-

chef/brigadier-chef (two bars of woollen braid below

one of metallic braid,

1 But note that the ranks of général de comps d ‘armée (four stars) and genéral d’armée (five stars) were not craated
until March 1921, The rank général de groupes d’armeées (six stars) never existed,



1: Colonel, 18" Régiment de Dragons Portés, 1938
2: Sapper, 1722 Régiment d’Infanterie de Forteresse, Strasbourg, 1939
3: Brigadier, Algerian spahis, full dress, Oran, 1939




1: Chef de bataillon, 92 R, campaign dress, 1939-40
2: Patrol member, light campaign order, spring 1940
3: Chasseur a pied, campaign dress, 1939-40




1: Tirailleur algérien, campaign dress, spring 1940
2: Moroccan groupe franc, winter 1939-40
3: Tirailleur sénégalais, garrison dress, 1939-40




1: Trooper, 6® Régiment de Dragons, dismounted combat order, 1939-40
2: Brigadier, 4¢ Régiment de Spahis Marocains, winter campaign dress, 1933-40
3: Mounted artilleryman, winter 1939-40




1: Cavalry AFV crew, campaign dress 1939-40
2: Captain, Chars de combat, campaign dress 1939-40
3: Cavalry motorcyclist, 11® GRCA, campaign dress 1939-40




1: Chasseur alpin, Morway Expedition, reduced campaign order, 1940
2: Légionnaire, 13° DBLE, Norway, 1940
3: Ski scout, Army of the Alps, 1939




1: Corporal, 24° Régiment Mixte d'Infanterie
Coloniale, the Levant, 1940

2: Lieutenant, 5% Régiment Etranger
d'Infanterie, Tonkin, campaign dress, 1941

3: Sergeant, 18" Régiment de Zouaves,
Algiers, 1935-42




1: Colonial infantry, Madagascar, 1942 {
2: Adjutant-chef, cavalry, Southern France, 1942 9(’
3: Infantry, Vichy, Summer 1942




see Plate D3) was added between corporal and sergeant. A distinction
was also made between those sergents/maréchauy des logis who were simply
serving out their time (one bar of metallic braid, see Plate G3), and
those who had re-enlisted (two bars). A new rank of sergent-chef/maréchal
des logis-chef was created, with three bars of metallic braid. On campaign
dress, junior NCOs' badges were in a dark khaki-green wool (in the
Tanks and the Legion, they were dark green). Table I shows the colours
of the wool braid for walking-out dress, Table II the metallic braid. On
cotton, canvas and leather uniforms, other than the standard summer
tunic, the rank badges appeared on a patch, buttoned to the chest. Rank
was also displayed on the képi, and on the bonnet de police in chevrons.
In principle, no other headgear should have borne a rank badge. (N.B.
in the French Army ‘other ranks’ included corporals and soldiers de 17¢
classe; only sergeants and above were non-commissioned officers)

Other insignia worn in the Army included the lanyard (fourrageére)
introduced in April 1916 (see MAA 286), the specialisation badges and
armlets both sewn onto the upper left sleeve.

Field equipment
Despite a number of trials in the years before 1914, the infantryman’s
individual equipment underwent no significant changes throughout
World War I. From late 1914, the basic elements (waistbelt, cartridge
pouches and leather equipment braces) were left natural, rather than

LEFT To keep the collar patches safe from the prying eyes
of the fifth column’, buttoned security patches were
adopted in April 1939, and added to all garments carrying
numbers. In the event, they were only supplied systemat-
ically on 1938-pattern garments. Older uniforms (like the
1920-pattern capote shown here) had the security patches
added, rather haphazardly, at regimental level.

The rezza, the full dress
head-dress of Moroccan
troops, was made from
a chéche, carefully
wound over a skull
cap, with ribbons
'\ added at the base,
i altemnately in
| white and in dis-
| tinctive colours,
to identify com-
panies and
battalions.

This soldier, photographed in
1931, served with the

42° Régiment (later Bataillon)
de mitrailleurs malgaches. His
paletot, with jonquil yellow braid
at collar and cuffs, is of the
same pattern as that of
Senegalese troops, but until
1933, the colour of the number
and anchor on the collar of
Malagasy units was green.
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In 1939, many infantry regiments
were still using old equipment,
unchanged since the First World
War, including the wooden-
framed 1893-pattern pack and
the third dorsal ammunition
pouch, both clearly visible here.
{Coll. P. Brétégnier)

ABOVE The 1935-pattern
equipment is shown here in
combat order (i.e. without the
lower pack), worn low down the
back to allow the MAS36 rifle to
be slung across the shoulders.
On the left can be seen the new
ANP31 (ANP - appareil normal de
protection), with a rubber tube
and filter carried in a haversack,
following British practice. The
APNP 31 was in universal use in
1939-40. Here the ANP 31
haversack almost completely
hides the 1935-pattern water-
bottle, which had only one spout.

blackened, while the textile parts of the pack and other items were made
from a grey-green canvas (changed to khaki in 1929).

Thanks to a special emergency budget in 1925-26, the excellent
Chatellerault FM 1924 machine gun was introduced into the Army. Only
then was a new range of equipment adopted, which included a special
pack and haversack, to replace those used with its predecessor, the
Chauchat. This new equipment was distributed among the men of the
infantry section, and was worn with the standard items according to a
complex scheme (see Table V). However, real root-and-branch chan ge o
infantry equipment came only as the result of trials held by a Captain
Gigon in 1930 with the 27€ RI at Dijon. These atte mpted not only to stan-
dardise the infantryman’s equipment, but also, as in the pre-1914 trials,
to lighten it as well. The first step on this path was taken in June 1934,
with the introduction of the ‘personal pack’ (ballol individuel) — a simple
1861-pattern haversack containing spare underclothing, soap and a
towel — to be carried on company transport.

Modifications were introduced at the same time to some existing
items of equipment: instead of being slung over the shoulder, the
haversack and water-bottle were now worn below the cartridge pouches
on shortened straps suspended from a belt loop in the small of the back,
replacing the third cartridge pouch previously worn there. The straps of
the pack were also lengthened, to allow it to be worn further down the
back, enabling specialists, such as bombers, machine gun and heavy
weapons crews, to sling their rifles across their chests whenever they
needed both hands free,

These same ideas dominated the development of the completely
redesigned 1935-pattern equipment. Consisting of a soft pack in two
sections (the lower one containing the change of clothing, and in theory
carried on company transport), it had no straps constricting the chest.
Further, the new upper pack was integrated with the cartridge pouches
by means of hooks, thus acting as a counter-balance, following the system



used in other countries since the beginning of the century. Most partic-
ularly, this new equipment was intended to be standard for every soldier,
nrespective of his role or weapon: the side pockets of the upper pack
and the outside pockets of the new haversack could accommodate
packets of cartridges, machine gun magazines, grenades and all kinds of
implements. Even so, although real progress had been made, the 1935
equipment remained a heavy burden,

For mountain troops, Captain Pourchier adopted equipment based
on different principles. The front cartridge pouches were worn on the
waistbelt, without any braces. A Bergen rucksack with a detachable
haversack was attached to the pouches by loops attached to its own
straps, and a kit bag (the motorised troops’ 1935-pattern), always left in
the rear, contained any remaining clothes. In combat, only the
detachable haversack was carried. This was a very light combat order, but
it presupposed good logistical organisation and a degree of mechani-
sation that was largely absent from the Army of 1940,

This official photo shows a
number of items from the 1940
pattern uniform specific to ski-
scouts and high mountain troops:
Gaiters (here, a prototype - as

i d, they would be longer in
the leg), cloth skier's trousers and
canvas anorak. The 1940
mountain rucksack is that used
on the Norway expedition, and
featured two large pockets on the
side and a detachable haversack.

V - Section (groupe de combat)

1939-40
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LEFT Parading through a smail
town, some of these infantrymen
have been issued with ‘golf’
trousers, the 1935 mod. 37
equipment, and the MAS36 rifle.
In the first rank are the section
leaders {sergeants); behind them
are the FM24/29 gunners; they in
turn are followed by their
Number Twos, hands on holsters
- a pistol was their only weapon.

Small arms

With the accelerated distribution of the 7.5mm calibre FM24 — which
became the FM24/29 after the introduction of the shortened 1929C car-
tridge — the difficulty ot carrying two calibres of ammunition within each
section (see Table 5) meant that a replacement for the older 8mm calibre
rilles became a matter of urgency. After years of trials, two new 7.5mm
rifles were adopted. One was the 1907/15 M34, an elegant Berthier
modified to the Mauser system. The other was the famous MAS36, which,
entirely new, simple and functional, was where the future lay. In fact, the
MAS36 (produced at 250,000 until June 1940) was just one step towards a
semi-automatic rifle, the FA MAS40, which was intended to go into mass
production from 1941. The remaining small arms comprised, at best, the
1907 /15 M16 rifles and 1892 M 16 carbines, which took five-round clips on
the Berthier system. At the worst, it was still possible to find 1886,/93 Lebel
rifles and, in local defence units, 11mm Gras 1874 weapons!

Handguns were essentially those of the Great War: the 8mm 1892 and
the Spanish 92 revolvers, or Ruby and Star pistols, which were also Spanish
made, The new 7.65mm automatics, the 36A and 358, were not, it has to
be said, a priority in re-armament, when there were so many other
pressing needs. This was also true for sub-machine guns: the French
7.65mm MAS38 had hardly begun production in May 1940. Groupes francs
used more powerful weapons such as the 9mm Erma-Vollmer (see Plate
(2) and several American 11.43mm Thompsons, but few of the latter had
been distributed before the Armistice.

The 8mm 1914 pattern Hotchkiss heavy machine gun was supple-
mented by several hundred Swiss Oerlikon CA39 20mm anti-aircraft
machine guns. The 60mm and 8lmm Brandt mortar, and the 25mm
1934 Hotchkiss and 1937 Puteaux anti-tank guns completed the
inventory of infantry heavy weapons.




THE ARMY OF THE ARMISTICE 1940-42

Just as at the end of World War One, when Germany was allowed to
maintain a 100,000-man Reichswehr, the Armistice ot 25 June 1940
allowed France a small metropolitan defence force of the same size
(84,000 for the Army, 6,000 for the Garde— ex-Mobile Republican Guard,
and 10,000 for the Navy and Air Force) with the sole purpose of main-
taining public order. Stationed in the Free Zone — the south of France
and Corsica — the Army of the Armistice was divided into two groupes de
divisions militaives, themselves divided into four divisions militaires (DM),
which replaced the old military regions of the same number (see Table
8). Each DM had the same organisation as a 1939 infantry division, but
with much reduced means: anti-tank and gas protection equipment were
banned, and mechanisation reduced to a minimum. However, the
smaller number of effectives permitted nearly all to be armed with the
new MAS36 rifle, whilst the MAS38 and Thompson sub-machine guns
were also more plentiful (theoretically, six per platoon), and the 50mm
1937-pattern grenade launcher made its first appearance (in theory
three per platoon, progressively replacing the VB rifle grenade).

In the infantry, each battalion (now composed of four mixed rifle
and machine gun companies) could deploy 26 FM24/29 rifles, 16
Hotchkiss machine guns, 36 x H0mm grenade launchers/VBs, three
60mm mortars and three 8lmm mortars,

In the cavalry, cuirassiers and dragoons were organised into recon-
naissance groups, comprising two mounted squadrons, three cyclist
squadrons (with 15 Hotchkiss machine guns and ten 8lmm mortars),
and one squadron of eight Panhard AMD armoured cars carrying a
second 7.5mm machine gun to replace their anti-tank gun. The
chasseurs and hussars resumed their traditional role as horsed cavalry,
with four sabre squadrons and one heavy weapons squadron armed with
12 Iotchkiss machine guns and four 81lmm mortars.

The artillery, meanwhile, was restricted to 75mm calibre weapons

ABOVE LEFT The Army of the
Armistice did its utmost to keep
up the traditions of the pre-war
army in difficult political circum-
stances. The Saumur Cavalry
School, relocated to Tarbes in
the south-west of France after
its fierce fighting on the River
Loire in June 1940, received the
standards of 26 disbanded
cavalry regiments on 19 January
1942,

ABOVE RIGHT One of the great
reforms undertaken by the Army
of the Armistice was its
emphasis on sport. A PT kit,
consisting of a khaki
short-sleeved shirt, shorts and
plimsolls, was introduced for all
ranks in January 1941, The shirt
was decorated with a tricolour
shield, which bore a branch
symbol. Among this group, it is
possible to make out the
lightning flashes of the signals
and the grenade of the infantry.
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The 1941 pattern uniform, during winter,
consisted of a non-mounted troops double-
breasted capote with open collar and
tumed-back cuffs. The very rarely seen
1941 pattern helmet, pictured here on a
soldier of the 1" Régiment de France in
1943 in a press release, hardly saw any
service at all. Garrisoned in the centre of
France, the 18" RdF entered the war on the
side of the Resistance in August 1944,

only: regiments comprised three groups of three batteries of
four tubes each (in total 36 x 75mm). One battery was drawn by
tractors, the rest by horses.

Each DM also included an engineer battalion (two com-
panies and a half-company bridging train), a signals group, a
transport group and a regiment of the Garde. All other support
services were civilianised, in order to release the maximum
number of troops for combat units.

On 11 November 1942, when the Germans invaded the Free
Zone, the Army was confined to its barracks. General de Lattre de
Tassigny, commanding the 16€ DM, wied to order his men into
defensive positions, but he was overruled by the government, and
the future commander of the French Army was thrown into
prison. With the exception of the Garde, the Army was demo-
bilised on 27 November 1942 but, in the spring of 1943, the Laval
government received permission to recruit a single regiment of
two infantry battalions and a mixed cavalry-artillery-engineer-
services battalion, which took the title of 1¢F Régiment de France.

Oversecas, the situation of the V ichy forces was somewhat dif-
ferent. Whilst the ltalians, in particular, pressed for the

8 - Army of the Armistice in France,
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large-scale disarmament of the Armée d’Afrique (after initially
imposing a limit of 30,000 men), the Germans were more
flexible, particularly after the Free French reverse at Dakar in
September 1940, which demonstrated to them the willingness
of Vichy troops to defend the colonial empire against all
aggressors, whoever they may be. After Dakar, the Germans
authorised an increase in strength, allowing 120,000 men, 120
armoured cars and 102 tanks (largely D1s and R35s) in North
Africa alone. On the other hand, the individual weapons of
troops in Africa, unlike those available in France, were old
(8mm, except for a small and insufficient quantity of
FM24,/29s). MAS36s, sub-machine guns and grenade launchers
were almost unknown there.

The Army in North Africa was placed under the command of
General Weygand from October 1940 to November 1941, and
then under General Juin, Its organisation was similar to that of
metropolitan units, but because of'its distance from the mainland
it was not as closely supervised by the German-ltalian Armistice
Commissions.

In Black Africa, the example of French Equatorial Africa
which rallied to the Free French cause at the end of August 1940,
was not followed elsewhere. The Gaullist failure hefore Dakar
enabled the Vichy government to tighten its hold on French West
Africa and to reinforce troops there, increasing numbers from
33,000 to 66,000 by October 1941, and even obtaining the release
of a squadron of 23 modern Somua S35 tanks, which, as part of
the 12¢ RCA, remained on the alert in Senegal until the end of
1942,

In the Near East, the French Army had 2,400 officers and
70,000 men at the time of the Armistice (see Table 3a, p.9) - a
number reduced to 25,000 by demobilisation, but then increased
again at the beginning of 1941 to 38,000. These figures do not
include local Lebanese or Syrian troops, officially called Special
Troops of the Levant, but of no more than limited military value.
In contrast, the French forces, drawn principally from North
African and colonial troops, were of high quality. There were also
90 R35 tanks formerly of the 63¢ and 68¢ BCC, which had been
taken over by the 6 and 7¢ RCA, who were already equipped
with around 100 armoured cars. During the campaign of June-
July 1941, these troops, although fewer in number and with
obsolete equipment, proved a tough opponent for the British
and Free French forces. At the end of the campaign, only 5,300
officers and men rallied to the Free French cause — 33,300 others
opted for repatriation. Of these last, 11,600 went as rein-
forcements to North Africa at the end of 1941.

In Madagascar, the French garrison of 9,500 men (see 3a, p.9)
resisted the British attack of May — October 1942, Finally, in
Indochina, constant Japanese pressure, the Thailand campaign
of December 1940 — January 1941 and successive local rebellions
stretched French power to breaking point, permitting the success
of the Japanese coup of March 1945.

The Near East local forces, officially called
Special Troops of the Levant, comprised
units of all branches, including highly
colourful and exotic companies and
squadrons. ABOVE The Méharist Company of
Dmeir at the Bastille Day Parade at
Damascus, 1934, The French sergeant
wears the uniform of the spahis, whilst the
troopers wear a mixture of local clothes and
those of the Saharan Companies. In 1941,
their uniforms remained unchanged.

BELOW The eight squadrons of the
Circassian Group of the Levant Special
Troops wore a Cossack-style full dress
uniform.
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THE PLATES

Al: Colonel, 18" Régiment de Dragons Portés, 1938
Colonel Keime, commanding officer of the 18" RDP, gar-
risoned at Pontoise near Paris, is wearing the 1931 pattern
full dress (tenue no.1). The so-called ‘town dress’ (tenue de
ville — tenue no.2) included the same uniform items, but
omitted the epaulettes and sabre, while medal ribbons were
worn instead of the medals themselves.

The colonel is wearing an officers’ 1919-pattern képi,
identical to that worn with khaki uniforms, which bears five
lines of silver tubular braid; he has a corresponding number
of lines of flat braid on each cuff. The devices on the belt
buckle, different for each arm-of-service, depict, for the
dragoons, crossed lances on a sunburst. The remainder of
the uniform consists of the 1931-pattern tunique, in black
cloth (the regulations stated dark blue, but this use of a
darker cloth had been a custom in the French Army since the
previous century), garance red trousers with a wide black
stripe, and polished black boots with small spurs. All the
metal is silver (for the cavalry) including the finial of the four-
ragere. The latter, here in a non-regulation pattern, is in the
red and green colours of the Croix de Guerre 1914-18;
pinned to it is the regimental badge. The colonel’s deco-
rations commence with the most senior, the Légion
d’Honneur. His sabre is the straight-bladed 1923-pattern for
cavalry officers,

VI- Fortress units sleeve titles

I = Infantry (dank bive' iefters on khak cloth titke)
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Two 25mm anti-tank guns of
the 93° GRDI: the 1937 Puteaux
in the foreground and the 1934
Hotchkiss to the rear.

(Coll. R. Avignon)
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The wearing of tenues nos. 1 and 2 was suspended for the
duration of the war on 12 October 1939.

A2: Sapper, 172® Régiment d'Infanterie de Forteresse,
Strasbourg, 1939 Regarded as élite troops, in August 1935
fortress units received a khaki uniform, whose basic com-
ponents were distributed to all other metropolitan troops
shortly afterwards. Maginot Line units were, however, distin-
guished by three particular features: a small dark khaki beret
with a badge bearing the motto On ne passe pas (made
famous at Verdun in 1916), a dark khaki wool sash, and a
shoulder title, worn on the left arm only, with the name of the
unit’s fortress zone (see Table VI). This man wears summer
full dress, complete with his specialisation badge, the regi-
mental yellow and green fourragére (the colours of the
Médaifte Militaire), and the white gauntlets that began to
appear in the tétes de colonne and bands of many regiments
of all arms-of-service in the pre-war period.

A3: Brigadier, Algerian spahis, full dress, Oran, 1939 This
man is wearing the traditional full dress uniform, re-estab-
lished in November 1927. The head-dress is the guennour,
which consisted of three skull caps covered with a white
chéche, all held by a long camel-hair cord. The jacket and
waistcoat are garance red with sky blue piping and black
braid and soutaches. The tombo on the jacket was coloured
according to the regiment’s recruiting area (garance for
Algiers, white for Oran — shown here — jonquil yellow for
Constantine and sky blue for Tunis), but the small sky blue
patch on the cuff was the same for all regiments. Junior
NCOs’ badges were in jonquil yellow.

The wool sash, scarlet with white and blue binding tape
along the edges, worn under the regulation belt, was the
special African cavalry pattern (also worn by the chasseurs
d'Afrique, remount and transport units in Africa). The large,
sky blue, Turkish-style trousers (without separate legs),
called saroual, were folded into 32 pleats around the waist.
Two burnous were worn, one on top of the other: the inner
was made of white wool, the outer, of garance serge.

The leggings, by regulation the standard cavalry pattern,
were more usually (as here), of a pattern unique to the spahis
in red-brown leather with a small loop at the front to secure




the spurs. This man is also wearing 1917-pattern ankle boots
with universal pattern spurs, and is armed with a curved
1822/82-pattern light cavalry sabre.

B1: Chef de bataillon, 92° RI, field dress, 1939-40 From
January 1933 officers could combine the elements of their
khaki uniforms in three different orders of dress: the smartest,
day-time dress (tenue de jour — tenue no.3); working dress
{tenue de travail — tenue no.4) and campaign dress (tenue de
campagne — tenue no.5). The general rule was that officers
should wear the same order of dress as their men. This
meant that field dress included, whatever the season, a six-
button 1932-pattern manteau worn over the vareuse. The
manteau was supposed to be identical to that of mounted
troops (see Plate D3): in practice, however, officers’ collars
were much more pointed, and the coat often included
shoulder straps (as here). On khaki uniforms, rank badges
were in 40mm long strips of braid, and decorations were
worn as ribbons only.

The 1918-pattern bonnet de police should have carried
rank badges only, but officers’ caps were quite frequently
decorated with dark khaki piping, and, more rarely, bore a
circular cloth badge modelled on the collar patch. The fore-
and-aft points of officers’ caps were often more rounded than
those of the men. Officers’ leather equipment was made in a
dark tan shade. Here, this man is wearing the 1918-pattern
waistbelt with shoulder strap (inspired by the Sam Browne),
an 1876/93-pattern holster, leather gloves, 1920-pattern
leggings and 1919-pattern officers’ boots. He is carrying a
map case and an ANP31 gas mask. In the field, a stick often
replaced the sabre as a mark of command.

B2: Patrol member, light field order, spring 1940 First
formed during the Great War, groupes francs or corps francs
{an early version of commandos) were small units, generally
of platoon strength (30 to 40 men), composed of volunteers
from their parent unit. When on patrol or when raiding, these
men wore a reduced order, at first based around regulation
items. However, from spring 1940, units began to receive the
1938-pattern cotton twill uniform, worn over the jersey and
the uniform trousers. The new uniform consisted of a veste-
bourgeron with five painted iron buttons, and a pair of
pantalon-salopettes — a simplified version, in a lighter cloth,
of the items of dress issued to motorised troops in 1935 (see
Plate E1). Originally, this uniform was intended to replace the
old working dress of unbleached or blue canvas, and to
provide a cheap uniform for local defence units for wear over
their civilian clothes. It soon became apparent, however, that
this uniform was suitable for patrolling in no man’s land. It
was also distributed to the men of the CEFS in Norway, par-
ticularly to the Legion.

The helmet is under a cover, and the man wears a blue star
on his upper left sleeve ~ both typical features of the dress of
groupes francs. His pouches are 1916-pattern, and he is
carrying OF and F1 grenades and the FM24/29 spare
magazine haversack: the ANP31 gas mask has been left
behind as a useless encumbrance. He is armed with the 1892
M16 carbine, and wears 1917-pattern boots.

B3: Chasseur a pied, field dress, 1939-40 This chasseur de
1'® classe of the 2% BCP proudly wears the campaign
uniform for BCPs and BCAs, as laid down in April 1935, for

This Alpine infantry groupe franc are equipped with
regulation fur jackets of an old pattern (as worn by truck
drivers), 1916-pattern trench knives and, more unusually,
sub-machine guns: an Erma-Vollmer is clearly visible on the
left, and the barrel and foresight of the little MAS38 can be
seen in the hands of the man standing on the right. Two
kinds of helmet cover (in light khaki cotton and in knitted
wool) are being worn.

an inspection: his peacetime blues are partly hidden by his
1920-pattern capote with its unpolished dark khaki buttons,
drawn from reserve magazines. The 1926-pattern helmet is
khaki, as is the cloth which covers the water-bottle (out of
sight on his right hip). In the chasseurs, the 1935-pattern shirt
was dark blue with a black tie; the trousers are ‘dark iron
grey' (a colour made up of 95% dark blue and 5%
unbleached wool) without any piping, as laid down in regu-
lations, and the puttees, introduced in March 1936, are dark
blue. Apart from the branch distinctions — the blue colour of
some items, the helmet badge and the collar patches — the
uniform is identical to that of the line infantry.

This man wears the new 1935-pattern equipment. The first
sets issued were recognisable by the soft leather cartridge
pouches with a narrow flap and long straps, introduced in
1936. These were not very practical, however, rapidly losing
their shape, and were quickly replaced by the 1937-pattern,
first issued in 1939 (see Plate C1). The rifle is the 1907/15
M16; the boots are the 1917-pattern.

C1: Tirailleur algérien, field dress, spring 1940 Unusually,
this man has managed to acquire a single-breasted 1938-
pattern capote, fastened with five large, 25mm diameter
buttons (those on the double-breasted coat were 20mm) and
security patches on the collar. He wears the coat with the
1938 ‘golf’ trousers, which, in contrast, were widely available
from the start of 1940.

In marching order, the helmet was hung from the belt and

41



42

the undress headgear worn instead. In this case, it is the
crimson chechia of the zouaves and tirailleurs beneath its
cover, whilst the cheche (a scarf of thin cloth 2.5m long x
0.85m wide, standard for all African troops and for motorised
troops) is tied around the neck in typical fashion. The
equipment is the 1935 mod. 37-pattern, easily recognisable
by the rigid cartridge pouches, with their deep flaps and short
straps. The upper pack is heavily laden: the blanket, for want
of space in the pack, has been rolled up and secured under
the flap, whilst the lower pack, intended to be carried on
company transport, is being worn, together with the ANP31
case and the 1935-pattern haversack. This is full marching
order, described by regulations as ‘exceptional’, but, in fact,
the usual ot of the poifu of 1939-40.

C2: Moroccan groupe franc, winter 1939-40 The chéche is
wound around the head in a manner reminiscent of the Indian
Army, common amongst Moroccan tirailleurs and in all the
spahi regiments. Qver his khaki vareuse, this man is wearing
a sheepskin jerkin, widely distributed for outpost work during
the winter of 1939-40. His trousers are the 1915/27-pattern
for African infantry, baggier in cut than those issued to met-
ropolitan troops, and a precursor of the golf trousers of 1938
(although the 1915/27 trousers featured an undyed canvas
extension covering the calf, fastened with three buttons,
hidden behind the puttees when worn). He is equipped with
1916-pattern pouches, and grenades, a 1916-pattern
dagger, and standard khaki wool gloves. His sub-machine
gun is the 9mm Erma-Vollmer parabellum. Stocks of this
German weapon were seized in the summer of 1939 from the
remnants of the Spanish Republican army, as it escaped
across the Pyrenees. A large haul of weapons of all types was
acquired in this way, including 3,250 Erma Vollmers and
1,540 extra magazines. These weapons were partly put into
service in the French Army, where they were distributed to
the groupes francs. Each weapon however, came with only
one or two spare magazines (rather than the three called for
by regulation), and without any special pouch.

On his feet, this man is wearing regulation pattern rubber
trench boots, which were large enough to be put on over the
wearer's ankle boots. Their fit could be adjusted by the two
strong rubberised straps on the sides.

C3: Tirailleur sénégalais, garrison dress, 1939-40 Colonial
troops, whether European or locally-raised, did not wear the
vareuse but the paletot — a tradition inherited from the Navy.
Apart from being double-breasted, the palefot was distin-
guished from the vareuse by its cloth, which was softer and
plusher, and also by its lack of cuffs. In addition, the paletots of
Senegalese and Malagasy troops were decorated with jongquil
yellow braid around the collar and on the sleeves. The scarlet
wool sash (4.2m x 0.4m) was identical to that wom by North
African tirailleurs and artillery. In campaign dress, it was wormn
beneath the other garments, but on other occasions (walking-
out, in garrison, inspections, etc.) it was usually visible. The
trousers are the special 1921/35-pattern for local Golonial
forces. In outward appearance they were identical to the 1922
metropolitan troops’ pattern, but in the Colonial version were
cut shorter, to just below the knee. The chéchia is the same as
that of North African troops. This man’s equipment consists of
1916-pattern pouches, a 1907/15 M16 rifle, and boots similar
to those of metropolitan troops, but in a wider fitting.

D1: Trooper, 62 Dragons, dismounted combat order,
1939-40 This soldier, already serving at the outbreak of war,
has been issued with the piped 1920/35 vareuse, complete
with tin buttons. His equipment is the 1916-pattern,
complete with a bandolier for dismounted action, normally
carried around the horse’s neck. This is the 1918-pattern with
nine pouches each holding two clips of five rounds each; the
1929-pattern had two sets of three pouches, each holding 15
rounds of 7.5mm ammunition. He has also removed one of
the saddle-bags, which he is carrying on his back, thanks to
a system of straps. His helmet is the 1926 universal pattern.
His breeches are the 1933 cavalry pattern, with reinforced
patches on the inside of the leg, worn by mounted troops from
all arms-of-service. As an aid to marching, his 1921-pattern
riders’ leggings, by comparison with older patterns, were
shorter in length, and did not extend over the top of the foot.
He is wearing universal pattern spurs and 1917 ankle boots.
The modern MAS36 rifle was issued as a priority to regular
army cavalry units, in view of their wartime role as a covering
force on the frontier to protect full mohilisation in the interior.
All metropolitan cavalry regiments, as well as some GRDIs
and GRCAs, were thus equipped with the new rifle. It must
be stressed that there was no co-ordination between the
issue of new weapons and that of new equipment; the

A spahi of the 2® RSM (3° Spahi Brigade), in the Ardennes,
9th February 1940. This man wears the 1920 pattern six-
button cavalry manteau with security patches added on the
collar. The belt strap of the gas mask case is clearly visible.
The helmet, a 1915 Adrian with a crescent badge, is worn
on top of a chéche worn as a turban. Arriving from Algeria
in November 1939, the regiments of the 32 Brigade were
equipped with the 1892 M16 carbine, and so carry their
bayonets on their bandoliers.



cavalry continued to wear 1916 pouches, but often carried
the up-to-date MAS36, whilst many infantry regiments wore
the new 1935 equipment with old 8mm weapons (see Plates
B3 and C1).

D2: Brigadier, 4° Spahis Marocains, winter field dress,
1939-40 This man is wearing his chéche Indian-style, with
the blue burnous (the white burnous was not worn on
campaign against a European enemy) and an ORs' 1920/35
manteau (see Plate D3). Over the manteau he is wearing the
characteristic gandourah, a roomy Arab shirt, made from
twill. This garment was worn all year round by spahis and
some other African units. Rank badges were worn on a cloth
patch attached to the chest.

His equipment consists of a cartridge belt and ban-
dolier/bayonet carrier in red cross-lined leather. This was
originally issued to Saharan units only, but its use was
extended to the spahis in the 1920s. It was modified in 1935
to accommodate clips of five rounds instead of the three-
round clips used with the 1892 carbine. In the spahi brigades
that were issued with the MAS36 (the 1" and 2%, both sta-
tioned in France before the outbreak of war), the bayonet frog
was empty. The 1915 spahi trousers, whilst of fairly ample
cut, had separate legs and were not pleated at the waist.
Leggings, boots and spurs are identical to those shown in
Plate A3. The 1926 helmet, with its crescent badge, is
covered by a chéche, rolled in a fashion unique to the 4€.

D3: Mounted artilleryman, winter 1939-40 This brigadier-
chef is wearing the 1926-pattern helmet with the crossed
barrels and grenade badge of the artillery, and the 1920/35
mounted man's manteau (here with buttons painted with dark
khaki matt paint and no shoulder straps, suggesting that it has
been drawn from reserve stocks). This coat was much roomier
than the infantry capote, and included a long buttoned vent at
the back to allow the wearer to ride a horse. The manteau did
not have pockets, but nearly vertical slits in the skirts gave
access to the pockets in the vareuse or trousers.

The collar patches are those of a divisional artillery
regiment, the 36, and the rank badges are the ‘subdued’

The 412 GRDI leaving for the front, Lyon, March 1940, This
photo, although of rather poor quality, is very evocative of
the *horse and horse-power' mix of most of the recon-
naissance groups. In the foreground, an NCO wears a cape
(issued to side-car personnel), whilst in the background the
troopers wear the manteau.

version of field dress. The badge on this man’s sleeve is that
of a farrier (maréchal-ferrant). He is wearing the equipment of
a mounted man - the 1903/14 waistbelt, a 1915 simplified
pattern holster, and a sword belt loop (which was worn only
when dismounted; normally the sword and loop were carried
on the saddle). He is wearing breeches, 1916-pattern
leggings, spurs and ankle boots. He is carrying a regulation
pattern canvas bucket.

E1: Cavalry AFV crew, campaign dress 1939-40 All cavalry
AFV crews, regardless of the type of AFV they manned, wore
the same uniform with the appropriate badge on their 1935-
pattern motorised troops’ helmet; in the case of the
cuirassiers and dragoons, the helmet badge featured a
grenade, while the men of the Armoured Car branch
(GAM/RAM), as here, wore the head of Minerva on a
sunburst.

AFV crews wore the standard uniform beneath a set of the
1935-pattern overalls, made in a heavy red-brown canvas.
The canvas jacket was similar in cut to the vareuse, but carried
five dark khaki uniform buttons, and included a removable
khaki cloth fining. The collar patches (here with the violet
piping of the GAMs/RAMs) and the rank badges were
detachable. The 1935-pattern salopettes had two patch
pockets on the thighs, and slits on each side, allowing access
to the pockets of the uniform trousers. From 1837, these items
were made in khaki, rather than red-brown, canvas; and, from
February 1939, the trousers were stamped with a grenade
marking on the upper leg, whilst the jacket was stamped with
a similar grenade high up on the right sleeve.

This man is also wearing the 1935-pattern gloves and
goggles for motorised troops. Around his neck is the regu-
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lation 1938-pattern neck warmer in khaki wool, which
replaced the chéche in winter (see Plate E2). His equipment
still consists of the old 1903/14-pattern belt, with a 1916
pistol holster. His boots are those introduced in 1917.

E2: Captain, Chars de Combat, field dress 1939-40 This
man wears a helmet identical to that shown in Plate E1, but
here with the badge changed to the crossed gun barrels and
helmet of the Tank units,

Tank crews received most of the items in the new
motorised troops’ canvas uniform when they were introduced
in 1935. However, they retained their leather jacket, partly out
of tradition, but also because it afforded better protection
against fire. The 1920-pattern double-breasted jacket, in
black leather with a black cloth collar, was replaced in 1935
by the pattern shown here. This was made entirely from
brown leather, including the collar, and it was fastened by five
flat ivory-nut buttons. Rank badges, in silver braid (here,

This trooper of the 2% RDP is a lorried rifleman: he has the
standard helmet, the modified 1934 infantry equipment, the
1920/35 cavalry manteau and the 1935 hooded cape, a
large sleeveless type of chasseur alpin pattern, but in khaki.
Other items specific to motorised troops are the 1935
pattern goggles and the 1938 neck warmer.

those of a captain) were placed on a patch of dark blue/black
or khaki cloth. The collar patches were often omitted on the
brown leather jacket.

Like their men, officers wore the standard uniform
underneath these special items of clothing. When actually
serving in their tank, officers wore the salopettes, but, when
on foot like this officer, they were abandoned in favour of
fawn breeches. In theory, the puttees should have been of
khaki cloth, like those of Other Ranks, but frequently officers
wore them in shades of fawn to match their breeches.

This man wears the regulation chéche, an officers’-pattern
belt, gloves and boots, all with a dark tan finish (see Plate
B1). His pistol holster is the elegant, although old fashioned,
1876/93-pattern.

E3: Cavalry motorcyclist, 11 GRCA, campaign dress
1939-40 This trooper wears the helmet shown in E1, but with
a grenade badge, and the gloves, goggles and chéche
shown in E1 and E2. The uniform adopted in 1935, which
consisted of a long, light canvas coat with removable lining,
was considered impractical by cavalry motorcycle units: it
was not waterproof, for example. They therefore developed
better patterns which were finally adopted in July 1938. The
new uniform was made from a more densely woven and
waterproof khaki canvas. It consisted of a double-breasted
jacket, salopettes and a fur under-jacket. The jacket was
roomy and smartly cut, with raglan sleeves; it was closed by
two rows of five ivory-nut buttons, and included a removable
lining in khaki cloth. A new feature was to move the arm-of-
service patches from the collar to the upper sleeve, allowing
the rider to turn up his collar for warmth, without concealing
the patches. Most of the 1938-pattern jackets worn in 1939-
40 also included security patches, adopted as a general
measure in April 1939. Rank badges were worn on the
sleeves as per regulation. The 1938-pattern salopettes were
basically of the same cut as the 1935 pattern, but incor-
porated a fly front, and wide reinforcements on the inside of
the thighs. This man’s personal equipment is the 1916-
pattern, with 1917-pattern boots, and here hidden under the
over-trousers, 1921-pattern leggings. He is armed with the
1892 M16 carbine.

F1: Chasseur alpin, Norway Expedition, reduced field
order, 1940 The six battalions of chasseurs alpins in General
Béthouart's High Mountain Brigade (BHM) were equipped
entirely with the up-to-date Pourchier clothing system. The
1940-pattern anorak was made from the same waterproofed
khaki canvas as the 1938-pattern motorised troops’ jacket,
with ivory-nut buttons, ventilation holes beneath the armpits,
a removable hood, and security patches on the collar. Like
the 1935-pattern shirt, the anorak did not open all the way
down the front, but was put on over the head. Since the
Expeditionary Force was put together in a hurry, the uniform
issued to the BHM was, with the exception of the dark blue
alpine beret, entirely in khaki, which ran counter to all the tra-
ditions of the chasseurs. Béthouart declared that, ‘[the
chasseur’s] heart will remain blue', and managed at least to
obtain collar patches and rank badges in jonquil yellow on a
dark blue backing.

The trousers were usually the 1938 golf pattern or, more
rarely, the 1940 skiers’ pattern (which had exactly the same
outward appearance). These were worn with 1940-pattern



skiers’ gaiters in khaki canvas, and the high quality 1940-
pattern waterproof sealskin mountain boots. This man is
wearing 1937 cartridge pouches without braces. The typical
canadienne was normally kept strapped on the outside of the
pack, ready for wear.

F2: Légionnaire, 13° DBLE, Norway, 1940 The two bat-
talions of the 13% Demi-Brigade de Légion Etrangére (DBLE)
were issued with a uniform similar to that worn by the
chasseurs of the BHM. However, several of the specialised
items worn by the chasseurs were unavailable, and were
replaced instead by other, more standard, garments. This
was often the case with the boots, where the 1917 ankle
boots replaced the 1940-pattern mountain boots; the 1938
veste-bourgeron (see Plate B2) was worn instead of the
skiers' anorak, and puttees instead of skiers' gaiters. The
standard firearm was the MAS36, but the pouches were the
1916-pattern. Nevertheless, the heavy rolled-down socks (for
details, see Plate F3} and the 1935 fortress troops’ beret gave
the men of the 13% DBLE the look of mountain troops. Their
cold weather equipment was identical to that issued to the
chasseurs, particularly the canadienne, the 1940-pattern
waterproof reversible kagoule (khaki on one side, white on
the other), the white helmet cover for the 1926 steel helmet
and the sheepskin gloves.

F3: Ski scout, Army of the Alps, 1939 From the mid-1930s
each alpine infantry unit formed its own small élite unit, the
SES (section d'éclaireurs-skieurs). Each RIA normally raised
three, whilst each BCA and BAF raised one. Within these
units, the men of the SES were the only troops skilled in
skiing and mountain climbing.

En route to Narvik, the chasseurs
alpins of the 27e Demi-Brigade
called at Glasgow on 12 May
1940, when this photo was
taken. A lone chasseur guards
the Bergen rucksacks of his
comrades. The well-known
canadienne was simply the 1938
pattern fur under-jacket worn by
motorcyclists with a fleece
collar added.

In addition to the standard
uniform (dark blue for the BCAs,
khaki for the others), the skiers
each received a complete set of
high mountain gear, whose main
item was either a light khaki
anorak, usually with chest
pockets, which predated the
1940-pattern (see Plate F1), or a
heavy canvas jacket, the
windjack, shown here. Both
anorak and windjack were civilian
garments, so there were many
variations in style. Instead of
puttees, skiers wore footless
socks in khaki wool {dark blue for
the BCAs), whilst heavy grey-
white oiled wool socks were rolled
over the top of the boots to
prevent the snow getting in. The
boots were the 1935 skiers' pattern; the goggles were the reg-
ulation type, introduced in the 1920s. The skis were made
from hickory wood, and the poles from aluminium. The large
mountain pack was of the standard pattern for skiers, and
included a special compartment for the 1892 M16 carbine,
which left only the butt and muzzie free.

This skier belongs to the 159% RIA at Briangon. The
garance grenade on his beret was used by all RlAs, and the
dark blue star (jonquil yellow in the BCAs) was, by tradition,
the scout’s badge.

G1: Corporal, 24® Régiment Mixte d’'Infanterie Coloniale,
the Levant, 1940 This curious-looking uniform is accurate for
Colonial troops in North Africa and the Levant. The 1920-
pattern capote was identical to that worn by metropolitan
infantry, but in walking-out dress (shown here) included
domed buttons with an anchor device, and distinctive braid,
embroidered in scarlet on a narrow dark blue/black backing,
and arranged in a chevron at an angle of 55°, The standard
equipment was composed entirely of older patterns.

What makes the uniform look strange is the combination of
capote, 1931-pattern sun helmet (with the tombac anchor
badge of Colonial troops) and shorts. The latter formed part of

the lightweight summer order adopted in 1937 for the -

European and Indochinese troops of Colonial regiments. It
included a short-sleeved shirt (see Plate H1) and shorts with
two pockets, a tightening strap on each hip, and five loops to
hold a special-pattern belt, 30mm wide and of natural leather.
Senegalese troops wore shorts of a simplified pattern (from
1932), and a short-sleeved shirt without a collar (1934-pattem).
Nevertheless, Senegalese troops serving in the Levant in 1937
received the same lightweight uniform as the Europeans.
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G2: Lieutenant, 5% Régiment Etranger d'Infanterie,
Tonkin, field dress, 1941 Legion units that were stationed in
areas where they were likely to serve alongside Colonial units
had a tendency to copy styles from the latter’s uniform. This
was the case in Indochina, where the 52 RE| decorated their
sun helmet with a gilt Legion grenade. The remainder of this
young lieutenant’s uniform is regulation, and was worn by all
officers serving in hot climates, no matter what their arm-of-
service. The vareuse and trousers, made in light khaki cotton
for summer wear, were of the same cut as the uniforms of
metropolitan troops, who were only authorised to wear the
cotton uniform in summer, but not as campaign dress. The
open collar of the officers’ vareuse was only introduced
slowly: it was authorised for the cotton uniform of colonial
troops in April 1935, and then for all metropolitan troops
serving in hot climates (which of course included the Legion)
in June 1836. In May 1938, its use was extended still further
to cover all uniforms, serge or cotton, worn anywhere. The
shape of the collar continued to evolve until February 1939,
when the bottom point of the old diamond-shaped pattern
was trimmed to give the modern narrow pentagon shape
(sadly abolished in 1991).

G3: Sergeant, 18" Zouaves, Algiers, 1935-42 This uniform
in light khaki cotton was worn in summer by the privates and
junior NCOs of all units stationed in North Africa and the
Levant. It was never worn in mainland France, except under
special circumstances, as for example at the 1939 Bastille
Day Parade in Paris. The cotton vareuse was identical in cut
to the cloth version, but minus the cuffs, and with two belt
loops added. Collar patches and rank badges (here those of a
sergeant doing his national service) were detachable, fixed
with hooks and eyes. The yellow and green fourragére of the

18" RZ is worn in walking-out dress style, attached to the
second chest button. The trousers were likewise of the same
cut as the cloth pattern of 1915/27 (for details, see Plate C2).
In full dress, the skirts of the vareuse were tucked into the
trousers and hidden under a wool sash, in blue for European
troops (zouaves, African Light Infantry, Légion Etrangére,
engineers and services). The chéchia, which was normally
worn without a badge, here has a small crescent and the reg-
imental number in metal — the sort of non-regulation features
in which a sergeant could indulge. His equipment is regulation,
if old in pattern, with a 1907/15 M16 rifle, khaki puttees and
1917 boots.

H1: Colonial infantry, Madagascar, 1942 This marsouin {the
nickname of the colonial infantryman - from an old French
word for a dolphin), in combat order is wearing the 1937
lightweight summer dress (see also G1) and is typical of the
troops facing the British invasion of 1942. The short-sleeved
shirt includes shoulder straps and pockets. Like the 1935-
pattern, the shirt only opens halfway down the chest, and
must be put on over the wearer's head. As a machine gunner,
this man should only have carried his FM24/29, but he is
wearing a 1916 pistol holster on his belt with two 1916
pouches (one in the small of his back). He is also carrying the
1924 haversack, which could hold six spare magazines, over
his shoulders. His 1926 helmet has the 1937-pattern anchor
badge (displayed on a disc rather than attached direct to the
helmet); he has regulation khaki puttees and 1917 boots.

H2: Adjudant-chef, cavalry, Southern France, 1942 The
sports shirt and shorts of the 1941 PT kit matched the cloth
uniform, so that the shirt could be worn with the 1938 golf
trousers for drill order in summer without looking out of place,




BELOW LEFT Officers and NCOs of the
3rd Company of the 1/24e RMIC, in the
Levant, towards end of 1940. Here we
can see an amazing mixture of officers’
lightweight sand coloured vareuses,
with every possible pattern of collar
{for details see Plate G2}, and dark
blue/black collar patches with anchors
embroidered in gold wire. The men
kneeling wear non-regulation khaki
shirts. The two NCOs on the right wear
the double-br ted khaki paletot and
the side-cap with rank badges.

RIGHT The colour party of the 10%
Régiment de Tirailleurs Sénégalais at
Bizerta (Tunisia) in 1937, wearing the
sand coloured cotton uniform. The
officer wears the uniform described in
G2. The ORs wear a cotton paletot with
an upright collar for Europeans (the
caporal-chef on the right), or without a
collar for the Senegalese. The collar
patches were dark blue. A paletot with a
stand-and-fall collar, almost identical to
the vareuse of the summer uniform of
African troops (see G3), was issued to
Europeans in colonial units in July 1938.

and gave the ‘New Army’ a fashionably
young and sporty look. The badge on the
shirt bears the dark blue five-pointed star
of the cavalry.

A platoon commander, this adjudant-
chef is armed with a PM38 sub-machine
aun, although his men would normally carry the MAS3E rifle.
Although a man of his rank would normally wear officers’
uniform, he is wearing ORs’ trousers and puttees, a practice
that became common after 1940. Only his boots, the 1919/41
officers’ pattern made from a thick leather with a non-shine
natural finish, are ‘correct’.

Several cavalry regiments of the Army of the Armistice,
whether on horseback or on bicycle, wore the 1935 helmet
with its padded band. Troopers also wore the 1935 mod.37
equipment, which had eventually been issued to the cavalry.
Here, however, this man wears an officers' belt with a sub-
machine gun magazine attached to the shoulder strap.

H3: Infantry, Vichy, summer 1942 In QOctober 1940, it was
decided to clothe all of the Army of the Armistice in a modermn
campaign dress, with a canvas anorak, of the type worn by
the Norway Expeditionary Force. This plan had to be
abandoned because of a shortage of cotton, and instead a
new cloth uniform was adopted, capable of being worn either
in the field or for walking-out. The 1941-pattern vareuse had
four pockets, an open collar, epaulette straps and cuffs
fastened by two buttons. The 1941-pattern trousers had
straight legs and on campaign were tucked into thick leather
gaiters similar to those of mounted troops, but notably
shorter. For the first time in the French Army, the ORs’ boots
were Derby style and had stiff toe-caps. The new uniform
also included a shirt, similar to the 1935-pattern, but with
shoulder straps, a new bonnet de police, and a new capote.
Mounted troops were given new pattern breeches, a better
fitting manteau and new leggings which included a gusset to
fit over the tops of the boots. The collars of the vareuse,

capote and manteau were more tapered and so the patches
too were more pointed. The distinctive colours of the line
infantry were altered in July 1942, when the dark blue figures
and soutaches were replaced by garance. Scarcely any sets
of the 1941 uniform had been issued by November 1942;
only a few units, such as the 150% Rl shown here, had
received it.

For English-speaking readers, the best account of the 1940
campaign is Alistair Horne's - To Lose A Battle: France 1940
(London, 1969); one of the best French accounts remains
Colonel A. Goutard’s La Guerre des occasions perdues
(Paris, 1956; reprinted as The Battle of France, 1940 in
1958). The High Command is dealt with in J. Gunsberg's
Divided and Conquered: the French High Command and the
Defeat of the West 1940 (London, 1979). Anthony Clayton’s
France, Soldiers And Africa (London, 1988) has useful
summary histories of African and Colonial units. Much work
has also been published on all aspects of the French forces
in this period in the journal Revue Historique des Armées.
The magazine Militaria continues to produce informative
articles on uniforms and equipment. Its publisher, Frangois
Vauvillier, has also written L'Infanterie 1940 (Paris, 1980},
and more recently has produced an excellent guide to the
uniforms of the early-war army in his set of 22 plates Les
Uniformes de "Armée Francaise 1939-40 (Paris, 1989) -
which are still available direct from the author at B.P.168,
F-75563 Paris Cedex 11, France.
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Notes sur les planches en couleur

A1 Colorel, 1er Regiment de Dragons Portés, 1938 Le colonel Keime en grande tenue
(tenua ne. 1) modéle T931. Le port des tenues no. 1 et 2 fut suspendu pendant |2 guerre 3
partlc du 12 octobre 1939, A2 Sapaw, 172e Réglment dinfanterie de Forteressa,
Strasbourg, 1938 an tenue d'été, aver son insigne de spéciallté, 12 lourragare régimentalre
jaune et verte {les covleurs de |a Médaflle Militaire), et les gams blangs 4 crispin. A3
Brigadier, Spahis alpériens, grande tenue, Oran, 1929 Cet homme porte 12 grande tenue tra-
ditionelle, remise an service n novembre 1927,

BY Chef de bataillon, 82e Rt tenue de campagne, 1938-40 avec le centurion-baudriar
madéle 1918, 'atui modéle 1876/93. des gants de cuir, des |ambléres modéte 1920 et des
brodequins offtcier modele 1919, B2 Patrouilleur 4°um franc, ordre de campagne i6ger,
printemps 1940 Loraqu'lls £taient en patroullle ou en raid, ces hommes partaient un ordre
rédult. B3 Chasseur & pied, tenug de campagne, 1938-40 gvec la premidre vergion due
THELveal Miatérle! de madéle 1935, reconnalssable par les cartauehidres en cuir souphe aveg
leur rabat étroit et leur longue sangle, introduites en 1936,

G1 Terallleur algérien, tenue de campagne, printemps 1840 1| s'agit de 'orre de marche au
complet, décrit par le régl comme " " mais qui &talt en réalita le lot
habltue! du poilu de 1938-40. G2 Groupe Franc marocain, hiver 1939-40 Ils portent lour
chéche autour de la tite, un pes comme ies sofdats de I'armée Indienne, comme ¢'élait
souvent le eas parmi les birailleurs marocaing et dans tous les régiments de spahis. C3
Tirallleur sénégalais, tenue de garnison, 1939-40 Les troupes coloniales, eurapéennss ou
levées sur place, ne portaiant pas la varguse mais |2 patetot, tradition héritée de fa Marine,

D1 Simple soidat, & R&giment da Dragons, ordre de combat démonté, 1939-40. Ce soidat
a recy Iz vareuse passepoilée 1920435, avec boutons en fer-blang et matérial modéde 1916,
D2 Brigadler, 48 Régi de Spahis alns, tanue da dhivar, 1939-40. Cet
hamme ports sa chéche dans e style indien, un manteay DA 1920/25 {volr la pianche D3
et par-dessus |6 mantaau il porte la gandoura caractéristigue. D3 Soldat dartillerle montée,
hiver 1938-40. Ce brigadiar-chef perte un casque modéla 1926, ormé dy badge de 1'artlleriz
[harils croises et grenade) et te manteau du saldal monté 1920:35.

El Equipage de cavaleris AYF, tenue de campagns 1928-40 Tous les équipages de cavalarle
AVF portaiant le méme unitorme avec le badge approprié sur leur casque gour troupes
portées modéle 1935, E2 Capltaine, Chars de combat, tenue da campagne 1939-40 Cat
hommme porte 13 chéche réglementaire, ung cainture, des gants et des bottes d'officler, tous
marren foncé (voir la Planche B1). E3 Motacycliste de cavalarie, 11g GRCA, tenue de
campagng 1939-40 Le matériel personnel de cet homme est du modéde 1916, avec des
bottes modike 1917, 1| est armé de Ja carabing 1992 M1B.

F1 Chasseur Alpin, Expédition de Norvege, ordre de campagne simplifié, 1940 équips
antigrement du systéme vastimentalre Pourchier 4 1a pointe du progrés, F2 Légionnaire, 12e
DELE, Norvege, 1340 Lewr matdriel pour temps froids était identique & celui gui &tait dis-
tribug aux chasseurs. en particulier |a canadienne. F3 Eclaireur 4 skis, Armée des Alpes,
1938. Ge skieur appartient au 159 A4 de Briangon. La grenads garance sur son Dérel tait
utilisée par tous les RIA et léteile bley fncée était traditionnellement |s badge des
Eelairaurs,

G1 Caporal, 24e Regimant Micte o'Infanterie Coloniale, te Levant, 1940 Le mélange de
capote, casgue de sagll moddle 1931 javes & badpe d"ancre an fombac des troupes coto-
niales) et shorts est bizarre. G2 Li , Ga fapl Etranger d le, Tonkin, tenua
de campagne, 1841 Les unités de a légion stationnées dans les zones ol elles risquaient
de servir avec des unités colonialas coplaient souvent e style de I'uniforme de ces
derniéres. La rasta de Funiforme de ce jeune eutenant est réglementaire. G3 Sergent, er
Régiment de Zouaves, Algar, 1935-42 Cet umiforme en coton kakl Iéger stait portd en 16 par
les simples saidats et les sous-officiers unlar de toutes les unités statlennges an Afrique du
HNore et dans le Lavant.

H1 Infantedie colonlale, Mad 1847 Ce in en ordre de combat porte la tenue
481 légére de 1937 {volr £galement G1} et est représentatif des troupes qui firent face &
I'invagion britannique de 1942, H2 Adjudant-chef, cavalerle, sud de la France, 1942 La
chemise et le shert de sport du fourniment du PT 1941 #taient assortls & uriforma en drap.
Le badge sur la chemlise porte Pétoile bleu foncd & cing branches de la cavalerie, HA
Infanterle, Vichy, 66 1942 En octobre 1940, on décida d'habiller toute I'armée de I'Armistice
en tenue de moderne. Pratl aucun des uniformes modéla 1941 avalent
Bté distribuds en novembre 1942, Seules quelques unités, comme la T50e Rl illustrée icl,
I'avalent requ.

Farbtafeln

A1 Oberst, 1er Régimant de Dragons Portds, 1938, Der Befehlishaber Oberst Keime In der
Galauniform Modell 1931 [fenue ne. 7). Das Tragen der terues fos. 1 und 2 wrde am

12. Oktober 1239 fir dle Dauer des Kringes ausgesetzt. A2 Pionier, 1722 Régiment
d'Infanterle de Forteresse, StraBburg, 1939, Diesar Soldat trigt dis Sommergalauniform
mit seinem Waffengattungsabzeichen, das ginen Futterwagen in den Regimentsfarben
grin und gelb zeigt, - (dhe Farben der Médailie Militaired - und weiBe Stulpenhandschuha.
A3 Brigadier, alg Spahig, Galauniform. Oran, 1939. Diesar Soidat tragt dle tradi-
tienlle Galaunifor, die im November 1927 wister singefibrt worden war.

B1 Batalllgnstilhrer, 92e Rl Fetdarzug. 1939-40. Dleser Soldat tragt das Kopped mit
Schulterriemen des Modells 1918, die Pistolentascha Model| 1876/33, Ledsrhandschube,
Leggings des Modells 1920 und Dfiziersstiefel des Modells 1918, B2 Mitylied dar
Patroullle, lzichte Kampfordnung, Frilhjahr 1940, Auf Patrouillegingen oder bel Oberfallan
trugen dlese Soldaten eine reduzlerte Ausristung. B3 Chasssur i pisd, Feldanzug, 1938-
40. Dieser Soldat tragt dis new auspegebene Ausriistung des Modells 1935, dis durch die
Patronentaschen aus weichem Leder erkenntlich ist, dig eine schmale Lasche und lange
Aiemen aufweigen, eina Form, dle 1936 eingsfihrt wurde.

£1 Tiraileur algérien, Feldanzug, Frihjahr 1940. Abgebiidet ist die volle Marscherdnung,
die in den Vorschriftan zwar als ‘auBergewshnlich’ bezelchnet wird, in Wirklichkeit aber
allgamein von den Poit; 1939-40 petragen werden mubte, £2 Marokkanische Groupe
Franc. Wintar 1939-40. Bie chdche ist auf eine Art und Weise um den Kopf gewickelt, die
an die Indlsche Armee erinnert. Dies war bai den markkanischen tiraflleurs sowle bel
allen Spahis-Reqimentern gang und gébe. B3 Tirailleur sénégalais, Garnisonsanzug,
1939-40. Die Kolonlaltuppen, sowohl die europdlschen als auch die vor Ot zusam-
mengesteliten, trugen nicht die Joppe, sondarn den pafetot, sine Tradition, die von der
Marine dbernammen wurds,

D1 Einfacher Soidat, 6e Régl te D Gefechtsordnung wann richt zu Plerde,
1938- 40 Dleser Soldat wurse mit der paspenarten Joppe des Modells 1920/38 mit

Bl t und weist die A g des Madella 1846 guf. D2 Brigadier,
4z Héglmant 8 Spahis Marccains, Wlntarfeldanzug 1939-40, Dieser Soldat trigt seine
chéche nach |ndischem Muster, den Manted sines ORs $820/35 tvergl. Fardtatel 03), ung
(iber dam Mantel tréigh er das typische gandoursh, 03 Berittener Artillerist, Winter 1939-
40. Dlgser Brigadefiihrer trigt den Helm des Modelis 1926 mit dem Abzeichen ter
Artillerie, dag Gherkreuzte Gewshriduie und sine Granate zeigt, sowie don Mantel des
Madells 1920735 tir berittene Seldaten.

E1 ARV-Mannschaft des kavallerie, Feldanzug, 1935-40. Alle AFY-Mannschaiten der
Kavailerie trugen die glefcha Unifarm, |ewsils mit dem entsprachenden Abzeichen auf
dem Helm des Modells 1935 fir dia motorislerts Truppe, E2 Haupt Chars de
combat, Faldanzug, 1938-40. Digger Soldat trigt die requlire sheche, sin Offizierskappel,
Handschuhe und Stefsl, die alle dunkelbraun sind (vargl. Farhtafel B1). E3
Motomradiahrer der Kavallerie, 11e GRCA, Feldanzug 1939-40. Die perstnllche Ausristung
dieges Soldaten entspricht dem Modell 1916, die Stiefel dem Modell 1917, Er (3t mit dem
18%2er M16-Karabiner bewaffnet.

Fi Chassaul alpin, Norwegen- Expedmcn reduzlerte Kamptordnung, 1946, Deser Soldat
ist vollstindiy nach dem aktuellen Pourchier-Klaid F2
LEgionnaire, 139 ELE, Norwegen, 1940, Die Kaltwetterausristung disser Soldaten
emsprach genal der der J3ger, inshesondere was den Dufflecoat betrifit. F3 Ski-Spéhar,
Alpenhieer, 1939, Diaser Skifahrer gebirt zur 1592 RIA bel Brlangon. Dis Krapprote
Granate auf selnem Baratt war allen Rids gemein, und der dunkelbiaus Stern war
traditionsgemat das Abzetchen der Spéher.

G1 Kcrpnral 24¢ Aggiment Mixte d'Infanterie Coloniale, die Levante, 1940, Dis

yon Sald mit Kapuze, Sonnenhelm des Madelis 1831 (mit dem
Tombak-Anker-Abzaichen der Kelonialtruppan) und kurzen Hosen sisht recht merkwlirdig
aus. G2 Leutnant, Se Aegiment Etranger o'Infanterie. Tonkin, Feldanzug, 1941, Einhelten
der Legion, die in Geb i waren, wo war, dai sle an der Sefte
o Kalonialginheiten Dienst tun wiirden, hatten die Angewohnheit, gewisse Stilal
der Uniformen letztersr zu iibetnehimen. G3 Unteroffizier, 1er Régiment de Zouaves,
Algiers, 1935-42. Dlese Uniform aus heli-khakl Baumwolla wurde im Sommer yon den
Gefrelten und jiingaren Unteroffizleren aller Einheiten getragen, die in Nordafrika und in
der Levante stationizrt waren.

Bt Kolotialinfanterie, Madagaskar, 1942, Dieser marsoun in Kampfordaung tragt die
leichte Semmeruniform dea Modells 1937 (vergl. auch G1) und ist ein typisches Belspiel
fiir die Truppen, dig 1942 dar britischen nvasion gegeniiberstanden. M2 Adjutant-chef,
Kavallerie, Siidfrankreich, 1942, Das Sporthamd und die kurzen Hosen der PT-
Ausstatlung des Modells 1941 pafen zu dar Stoffuniform. [as Abzeichen auf dem Heme
zeigt dan dunkelblauen, finfeckigen Stern der Kavalleria. HY Infanteriz, Yichy, Sommer
1942 Im Oktober 1540 wurds beschiossen, die gesamts Armae in modeme
Felduniformen zu kleiden. Blg November 1942 war die Uniform des Modells 1941 Jedach
kalm ausgegeben worden, und nur ginlge wenige Einheiten, wig die hier abgebildete
1508 Rl hatten de Unltorm arbalten.




