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Readers may care to note that the original paintings from
which the color plates in this book were prepared are
available for private sale. All reproduction copyright
whatsoever is retained by the Publishers. All enquiries
should be addressed to:

Howard Gerrard
11 Oaks Road,
Tenterden,

Kent

TN30 6RD

UK

The Publishers regret that they can enter into no
correspondence upon this matter.

Author’s Note

The author is indebted for the help of many people who
assisted on this project and would like to thank Randy
Hackenburg and Jay Graybeal of the Military History
Institute at the Army War College in Carlisle Barracks, PA;
Charles Lemons and Candace Fuller of the Patton Museum
at Ft. Knox, Kentucky; Alan Aimone of the Special
Collections at the US Military Academy at West Point, NY
USMA; and the staff of the US National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA), College Park, Maryland,
for their help.

For brevity, the normal abbreviations for US and
German tactical units have been used here. So
1/16th Infantry indicates the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry
Regiment while C/16th Infantry indicates Company C,
16th Infantry Regiment. In the German case, II/GR.916
indicates 2nd Battalion, 916th Grenadier Regiment while
2/GR.916 indicates 2nd Company, 916th Grenadier
Regiment.

The D-Day chronology used here follows the Allied
practice of using British War Time, so H-Hour on 6 June
was 0630. For greater clarity, the location names used here,
such as the names and codes for the beaches and beach
exits, are those of the US Army.
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D-Day a1 Omaha Beach as sean
by a Coast Guard phatographer
&n an LCVP landing trocps
of 1716th infantry on Easy Aed
beach. The tank in the
foreground s A-D, sne of the
few MAA1 tanks from the
Wi-tatod 7415t Tank Battalion to
| malke it ashare. [MARA)




There was no more vivid symbol
of the Atlantic Wall than the
heavy coastal guns of the
Kriegsmarine along the Channel
coast like this one at Le Havre.
These batteries were in their
densest concentration on the
Pas de Calais where the
Wehrmacht expected the Allies
to land. (NARA)

INTRODUCTION

f the landings on the five assault beaches in Normandy on
D-Day, Omaha Beach was the only one ever in doubt. Within
moments of landing, a third of the assault troops in the first
wave were casualties. The difficulties encountered on “bloody Omaha”
were due to the more difficult terrain on this coastline, the unexpected
presence of a firstrate German division at the beach and inadequate fire
support. Yet in spite of all these problems, by the end of D-Day, the
Atlantic Wall had been breached and the US Army’s V Corps was firmly
entrenched on the French coast.

THE STRATEGIC SITUATION

The Allied planning to assault Fortress Europe had been under way since
1942 and the Overlord plan began to take shape in 1943. Winston
Churchill argued for a traditional maritime strategy of peripheral attack
through Italy and the Balkans, but US military commanders and many
senior British commanders favored a direct attack on Germany by the
most plausible route, through northern France. The most significant
disagreement concerned the US intent to stage two amphibious assaults,
Operation Neptune in northwestern France, and Operation Anvil
through the French Mediterranean coast. Churchill and many senior
British commanders were firmly opposed to the southern France assault,
realizing it would drain momentum from the Italian theater. With British
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manpower reserves it breaking poi
Army expected 10 provide the mjoriry of forces
for operations in France, Britain was losing its role
as the senior parmer in the Allied coalition. The
American strategic Viewpaint prevailed, although
the more experienced Brigsh staffs shaped the
actal pla g for Neptune, In spite of significant
controversies, not only between the Ameri
and the British, but among the combat services
of both countries, the Allied coalition rem
focused on its shared goal of defeating Ger
The Anglo-American panmership proved w be
remarkably resilient in submerging national and
service differences when they interfered with the

mlssion,

Ome of i tinl dilemmas was the ¢
Operation Neptune. The Pas de Calais opposite
Dover was the narrowest point of the English
Channel and had the added advantage of being
closer to the expected rowte into Gern: hrough
the Low Countries and across the northen Rhing
arget and

pet for

plains. It was also the most obvic

5
the area that the Germans were most diligently

it likely aren since: the Bay of
mel there were sufficient
shibious assaule. Although

fortifying in 1943, Normandy was the ne
the Seine offered some shelter from weather
with eharacier able fon
more distant from the ultimate objective, Normandy was also less likely o
atract the type of heavy defenses the Germans were constructing in the Pas
de Calais. The problem in the invasion area was the lack of pons like Le
Hawre or Calais, but British naval planners had already begun o develop
an ingenious artificial harbor that could provide a logistical base until
neighboring pors such as Cherbourg were seized, The fist drafi of the
Onverlord plan was completed in July 1943, and approved by the Combined
Joinn Chiefs of Staff in August. Under the plan Cperation Neptune would
take place in May 1944 and Operation Anvil would follow as soon as it was
possible o shift the necessary naval amphibiows forces from the English
Channel 1w the Mediterranean,

Orverbord consisted of four phases. Operation Pointblank was already
under way by the USAAF and RAF aimed at gaining air supenonty over the
future batlefield by destroving the Luftwaffe and crippling its ability 1o
manufacrore, maintain, and fuel i maft. The other element of the first
phise was an avempt w deceive the Germans about the location of the
actual kanding site, Operation Fortinude. The second p atory phase
was aimed a1 isolating the battleficld b ks against oo unication
centers, and road and il networks that linked the Normandy area to
reinforc Since air attacks limited 10 Normandy would give away
the location of the planned invasion, more missions were acually fown
against the Pas de Calais, as part of an effort o reinforce the Operation
Fonitude deception. The third phase was Operation Neptune iself, the
amphibious kndings in Normandy. The fourth phase was the follow-up
and huild-up phase, aimed i reinforeing the bridgehead in preparation
fior the campaign in France.




The preparaory work for Overlord ok place in the shadow of the
failed Dieppe mid of 1942 Dieppe o d:lv wred how risky dmplubmus
operations woulid be against a dy il line, but it also
useful lessons, By 1944 the Allies had further amphibious t'xprm'nu:e
inclucling the land + North Adrica in November 1942 and the Sicily,
Salerno, and Anzio landings i in 19434, Nepune presented
problems beyond the Ialian experiences since it would involve Tanding
against a fortified beach, while the previows adings had been conducted
agrainst uncontested and Ergely unprotected beaches, These challenges
v d the development of & host of new inpovations such as the
a Al Barbors, new types of landing eraft and assault vessels, specialized
armored vehicles, wnd novel engineer equipment 1o overcome obstacles.

From the German perspective 19494 was the year of decision, The
Welirmuseht haed lost the strategic initiative in 193 following is failed
surmimer offensive at Kursk and the Allied offensive in Daly, Hider believed
that s sout deferse in 19 would bead to cracks in the Allied coalition that
might provide the Wehrmacht with opportunities 0 reverse Germany's
declining formunes on the battlefield. The defeat of an Allied Ending
atempt in France was a prime opportunity. Hider's strategic outlook was
colored by his experience as a soldier in World War 1, where there was
ne higher objective than the stabwart defense of every st inch of ground,
By the begimning of 1944, German forces were seattered all over Europe
from Norway and Finkand in the north to Greece and the Balkans in
the south, and from the Channel Ilands in the west o the steppes
of Ukraine in the east, “Who d s everything, defends nothing” is a
military adage that Hitler ignored at Germany’s peril. The Webrmachn was
stretched thin everywhere and Hitler rebuffed attempts o pull troops out
of the peripheries o reinforce the most vitl secior. He ook ifladvised
comfort in the bloated Welmmacht order of battle, ignoring hiscl
hecome a hollow force.

Bled white by :Ilr precarious situation on the Eastern Front, the
Weh ht's i ditions in the an of war had stagnated and
been overtaken by the Allies’ more advanced approach. While spme senior
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Cerman conmenders who had fought Brilain and the Uniwd Saics
Iml some apprechnnn of the new nyie of deep battle, meat did not The
ieed the use of airpower bath 2s a third
d:memn n :he Iand hamc and as 4 means to deepen the batikeeld.
At the strategic bovel, longtange bombers weakened the miliiary might
of Cerruany by atacking it mililary mdusiies, fuel producdon, and
infrascrueture, AL the operationa) level, Allied medion bombers isolued
the bactlefield by destroving the road and rall setwerks feeding the forward
edye of baule, sapping the Wehrmache of its mobility el preventing
reinfoccement. At the metical lovel, fighterbombers suiflanked ground
arw from the air, Aed the Firepower of the Allies beyand the
range of waditional arillery and disrupted the conduet of Wehrmatht
operations with their ahility w0 siike unexpeciedly praciically amime,
anywhere, The decay of the Lufwalfe undermitved anempis to resist the
Torthcoming invasion of France. Romnmel grimby noted that, “even with the
moat modern weapons, ampone whe has W fight against an enemy in
comphete contral of the air, Bghis like 3 svage agains medern Evropean
troops, under the sains handicaps and with the same chance of success.”

The decline of the Lufiwaffe ali: helped blind Cerman intelligence 1a
the Allied huitd-up iy the ports of southern England facing Normandy.
Photy recnnnaissance missions over Briin were almont imposible
and only two photos of Bridsh ports wers obained in the spring of 1944,
Other incelligence means proved even more dangerous to CGerman
strategy an Britzh conner-inellig had wed W capture cvery
agent dropped into Britzin and had wmed many into double agents.
Berlin was fed = siring of falw reports reinforcing their mistaken belies
about the invasion focus on the Pas de Calaly and Picarty coaulines, The
British success in breaking the German Enigma codes provided a via)
source of information on German ackivities, bt a mos dangerows securiny
breach was the U8 decrypton ol the code used by the Japanese emhasmy
in Betlln, Ambasador Oshima Hiroshi reponed on his freq
with serior azi teaders, providing net only insght o Hider's strategic
vicws, but detatls of German disposiiont such a8 his November 1945
irapection tour of German defenses em the French coast. The fuilures
of German loetlig and © el Jeft the senior German
lesdarship blind while at the &ame time exposing 2 remarkably complete
picture of German prans to the Allies.

The consersus amang German mitiury leaders was thar the main
attacks would take ptace ayainm the Pas de Calals or Picardy coast. The
landings at Ansic on 22 January 1944 led 2 growing number of German
commanders to belleve thar the Allies would lavneh several smaller
amphibinus ateacks te draw off German reserves from the main koxding.
Thia greacly confusesd German defense plane and resvricted the actions
of German theater commanders because Berdin was increasingly
unwilling to comgsil any reswrves until it was evident thar an Allicd
Tandlng was in fact a major operativn and not merely another diversion,




CHRONOLOGY
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OPPOSING
COMMANDERS

GERMAN COMMANDERS

he Byzntine dynamics of the Nazi political leadership undermined
I German capabilities to defeat the fortheoming ivasion. By 1944
Hitler had lost confidence in the Wehrmacht commanders and had
continued 10 warp more and more of the decisio
tactical level. Hither's medidling was ervatic and unpredicable and his Loy
and disorganized leadership siyle encouraged the formation of competing
Factions in the military and the government, This was all too evident in the
failed attempts 1o create a unified command e vcl:ur not only
was there the usual interservice rivalries betwe 1
force, but abso the Walfen-5S and the Organization I'oq!l paramilitary
construction service, The armed forces high command (OKW) headed
by Generalfeldmarschall Wilhelm Keitel was a nominal joing staff but in
fact the Luftwaffe and navy were represented by junior officers, and
Reichsmarschall Hermann Goring and Admiral Raeder circumventesd the
ORKW when it suited them.

The commander in chief in the West (OB West) from March 1142
wats. G Ifeld: hall Gerd von Rundstedt, The revered victor of the
1940 Baule of France was described by one of his Panser commanders
as “an elderdy v a soldier of thorough training with adequate
experience in practical warfare, but without an understanding of a three-
dimensional war involving the caombined operations of the Heer [army],
Kriegsmarine [nawy] and Luftwaife. He was a gentleman and had the
pemsonal confidence and respect of his subordinate commanders and his
troaps. His authority was limited and quite handicapped. His chief of saff
[Blumentritt] was not a suitable compl either as 1o capability or
racter” A post-war US Army study conclided that the lack of unified
command in Frnce was a more serious w s than shortages of roops
aned equipment.

13
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While Rundstedt commanded army units. Generalfeldmarschall
Hugo Sperrde was in charge of Luftflote 3 including Srd Flak Rorps, and
the Luftwaile paratroop and field divisions. Admiral Theodor Krancke
commanded Nivy Group West along the French coast, including the
coastal antillery baneries that would shift w army jurisdiction only
after the invasion had begun, German security troops being used for
occupation duty were under the contral of the two military governors.
supposed 1o shift 10 OB West once the invasion
imand before the imasion hampered
coordinated preparation of defenses and con ated control of the
lorces duri al first hours of the invasion,
webstedt's fimited eontrol wais evident in the constuction of the
tic Wall, & series of coustal fortifications started on Hitler's insistence
after the St Nazaire and Dieppe raids of 1942, The fortf
the responsibility of the Orgs ol | ilitary comns
which reported w0 ammament minister .\.Iln-xr Speer, not o the ammy,
Furthermore vy was resporsible for most of the fortified coastal
1 they saw fit. Army antillery officers derided
ahle 1o
Allied bombardment instead of being sheltered further o the rear. Hitler
wanted 15,000 concrete ~m-|u,p|m|1a manmed by 300,000 troops h\' May
1945 = an impossble - The focus was on thie Pas
summer of 1943 further ﬂn]ﬂmm wits pliced on this sector due to |
decision to locate the new V-1 and V-2 missile bases in this are
the thetoric about an impregnable “Fortress Europe”, the poor state of
defenses prompred Rundstedt to send a special report to Hitler in Octaber
1943, which led to Fithrer Directive 51 on 3 November 1943, This reversed
former pric s and recognized the need 10 strengthen defenses in the
West in view of the likelihood of a 1944 Allied attack. The most tangible
outcome of this debate was the assig it of G hall Erwin
Rommed 10 head the newly erested Army P for Special Emplovment

actical control
started, but the o

o the 15

tour of the beach defenses. (MHI)



{larer Army Geowp B), a post directly ureler CROW for direcdon of the
menion front.

Rommel's new post partly duphcited Rundsedus, but both officers
auempied v make the hest of a ennfused siwation, Rommel's firs acivities
ivvelved an inspreciinn of the Atantc Wall consirugtion and he invigorued
the effort in previousty neglected sequns such as Mrrmarvdy and Brivany.
Rommel's appomiment brought to a bend the debae aboul the
dephoyrnent of forces to repel the expeeed imasion. Rommel argued that
the invasion had 10 be mopped cold an the beaches. It was. therefore,
ensential thar veserves, especilly the Panzers, he kept close enough 1o
the beaches for them @ nwcrvene prompile. The commander of Panzer
Grappe Wen, General Leo Frtibert Geyr van argue=d
vocifernudy that the Banser divisions and the Lufowaliz should be held
bach fromn the coustal zone and ket In reacrve w form g colinteranack
Force that would strike after the Allies had landed. Geyr rited the examples
of Sicily, Saleno, and Anzin, where Genann Panzer forces commined
t the coastal battle Iad been supped by heavy naval gunifive. Geyr argued
Tha the landings could not be stopped, and that te beach defenses should
only be an economyofdoree el — enongh o sgnificandy delsy and
disrup! but ot su mnch 28 to drain Borces fov the decisive bartle inband.
Rommel retared that, giver Allied ai e superiority, the Panzess woubd never
e able ko maess for 2 caulerattack and 1o pernmic the Allies to win a fiom
Tendgrent ensured disaster, The maer came to o head in Mach 16944
whin Rommel suked Hitler for expanded powers i wnify the command
aneler his conoenl. Hitler sgreed s compremise, putting three of Goyr's
Paneer divisions unckan Rommich's operatomal comirl a2 the Army Group
B rrwcrve, bt leaving theee olber Parcer divisions under Kondanit's OB
West command awd the semaining four uider dircey KW control as
Al e rves. A8 3 result, the Ceerman seniegy for Normandy nemained
a junbike of Rommel's schetne for an immediate defense of the beach and
Rumclstedr/Goyr's plans lor a decisive: hanle afier the Lunding. {hn DH-Day
Rommel was in Germuny, hoping 1o persuade £Hder v give him conrol of
muwe: Paneer diviions.

German forces in Nurmandy were part of the Sewenth Ay, which
contrnalivd German army wnits on the neighbaring Cotentin penineauly and
Brinany as well. The Sewenth Amy was commanded by Generalobern
Frictrich, Dollman. He had won the Tron Crass in World War |
commanded a corps in Poland and the Soventh Army in the hatike of
Franee in 1940, While he was 2 highly competens officer, he spent wist ul’
the war un occupation duty wnd many battle-hardened seterans of the
Eastern Front wers skeptical that his staff wies up 10 the tack, Dollman divd
ofa heant avack on 28 Junc 1944, less than s month after D-Day

The Nomandy secusr was the reaponsibiliey of the B4t Infantry
Gorps commanded by General der infancerie Exich Marcks. He weax
widely reparded as one of the best general stall officers and served carly
in the war with an army corps |0 Poland, and with the 1Bth Aumey in
France in 1940, He was invobied in the planning for Opcration
Barbaross, and commanded the 1015 Jager Division at the tme of the
invasion of the Sovies Union in 1941, After he lost a leg in combat in
March 1HZ, he was reassigned 10 the ¢ommand of the 330t Infamry
Division Eollowing his recuperaiion. His skills s a divisiona] commander
led o his el=vation to ammy corps cotunand, lirs die 6th Corps in

1%
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The commander of the

September 1942, then the 87th Ce The Nagzis considered him
politically suspect as he had been an aide 10 General von Schled
murdered by the S5 in 1954, and he was passed aver by Hitler for army
commmand, wats assigned 1o the 84th l".urpa in France on
of the process w refresh the command structu
wee with Eastern Front veterans. Marcks did not agree with Rommel
over tactics (o defeat an o ibious landing since he felt that his corps
was far too weak and thinly spread to defend the extensive coustline
it had Im'u assigned. He favored the construction of a string of field
fiorti Iy E ps reserve of mobile
i TS wnhln a da & march of the coast w carry out the
nse, Due o the expected bad weather, the Seventh
Army had scheduled a series of anti-invision stlf exercises for senior
commanders in Rennes for 6 June, with Marcks assigned the role of
the senior Allied commander. Ax l:lltl]ln: on 6 June as the Allied
paratroopers were approaching their wes, Marcks was celebrar
his birthday with his seaff wt St La, pl o depart a few hours later
for Rennes. He was killed in Normandy during an air amack on 12 June
1944,
The 352nd Infantry Division, © ded by G
Dietrich Kraiss, defended Omaha Beach, He was a professional soldier,
commissioned into the 126th Infantry Regiment in 1909 at the age of 20,
and fought in World War 1. At the outbreak of World War 11 he was
commander of the Hth Inf: Regiment. His successful leadership
the early campaigns resulied in his appointment to command b
168th Infantry Division in Russia on & July Iflll v\-‘hith In: led
h 1945, He was tansferred

1945 cue 1o the heavy losses it had suffered during the lu:lll.ing
L ferred to France 1o command the newly
formed 352nd Infantry D 1 which was originally earmarked for
the Eastern Front. He was wounded during the fighting near St L on
2 August 1944, dying of his wounds four days later,

AMERICAN COMMANDERS

General Dwight D. Eisenhower wis assigned 1o command the Supreme
Hed Allied E: 1i v Force (SHAEF) in December 1943,
E ower had scm-d as aide w0 General Douglas MacAnthur in the

up to World War II, an invaluable
n buikding and the impact of politics on
s planning. Although he was assigned 1o a regimental command on
his return to the US in 1940, his reputation as one of the army's rsing stary
led the War Department im to War Plans in “‘aﬁlnngwn
performance as the chief of safl of the Third Army in the Louistana
maneuvers in the nof 1941 caughi the .mcmum ol u.r anmy's chief
of staff, George C. Marshall, and ignived |
plaved a central role in strategic decision making during the calh years of
the war, and was put in command of US forces for the ampl lnuln]andmg!i
Nonth Africa 12, In contrast 1o the disjointed German command
structure, the Allied command structure was far more centralized. One of

in the years leadi
i the lessons of coal




b first challenges 1o Eisenhower’s authority was the resistance of senior
LS Armiy Air Force generals 1o the diversion of their longs

their strategic miss;
ate the by

ange bombers
s against Germany to the tactical operations to
wefield in France prior to D-Day, Although his critics have
ssenhower's lack of tileficld experience, his visionary
ews on combined arms warfare as well as his astute political skills made
man ideal commander for a coalition force depending on triservice
operation by two Allied armed forces.
The tactical commander of the US Army in Overlord was Lieutenant
General Omar Bradley, commander of the First US Army. Bradley had
cen a classmate of Eisenhower's at the US Military Academy a1 West
Point in the cliss of 1915, Bradley's performance a1 the infantry school

ointed to actical b

Saniar commandars of the US
forces off Omaha are seen hare
on the bridgs of the crulser USS
Augusts on 8 June 1944, In the
foreground |s Rear Admiral Alsn
Kirk, cammandor of the Westem
Maval Task Force, Major Genaral
Omar Bradiey, commander of the
First US Army, Rear Ademirsl AD,
Struble, and General Ralph
Royoe of the Ninth Toctical Alr
Force., (NARAY

Commandar of the T8t Infantry
Bivision was Major Gonaral
Clarsnce Husbnar, seen here
Brisfing General Dwight
Eisenhower and General Omar
Bradiey & fow wesks aftor D-Day
during the operations near
Cherbourg. (NARA)
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18th Intantry led the assault on
the sastern secior of Omaha
Boach, and its officers are seen
hare shorily before the landings.
From laft to right are the
regimental commander, Colonel
Goorge Taylor, Lisutenant
Colanel Gibis (Tth Artillery Bn.),

Manshall's attention. Bradley raised the new 82nd Division that
e division in Normandy, and afterwards

would Laer fight as an o
ve deputy commander of George S Paton's 114

s in the N

m campaign. Marshall fvored intelligent, conservative planners
ey over charismitic leaders like Patton for senior commandds
and Bradley received the nod o lead First US Army in August 1943
The force assliung Omaba Beach came from V Corps, led by Major
General Leonard Gerow. He wis older il
Virginia Milicuy Instituee class of 1911, and conma

vither Eisenliower or Bradley,

fed Eiscnbower

i 1941 while heading the War Plans division of the general stafl, Gerow
dficer, coanfiormble with

ton despised him,

was regarded by many as the quiniessential ssafl

planning combat operations but not leading t
calling him one of the most mediocre corps commanders in Europe and

later calling his appointment 10 head the War College after the war “a

idence, and was

Fth Division

joke”. But Gerow had Marshall's and Eisenbower's

FEEVETE OO

the corps in July 183 after having bed the

Bradiey had brought in more experienced conps commanders from
theaters, including |. Tawton “Lightming Joe™ Collins from the Pacific,
lead at neighboring Utah Beach and probably would not luve chosen
Gerow had the choice been his, But with his V Corps the firs US wactical
formation in the UK and with the support of Eisenhower, Ge
lead the aruack. Gerow locked homs with Bradley over m
Ohmaha Beach assault plans and several of his improvements would Ler
| in the success of the operation,

ww wonld

ails of the

my ¢

prove

Senior US commanders wanted an experienced unit 1o land at Omaha
Beach and, not surprisinghy, the “Big Red One” 1st Infantry Division was
selected. Led by the charsmatie General Terry Allen and Theodore
Roosevelt in North Afvica and Sicily, the division had developed a cocksure
repumtion. Their popular definition of the US Army was “the Big Red One
and a million fogging replacements.” Bradley relieved the popular Allen
on Sicily in August 1943, replacing him with Major General Clarence
Hucbner, Huebner was a veteran of the st Division in World War 1,




arded the Distinguished Service Medal for his conrgeous and skilled
Seadership of the 28th Infantry. Huehner, a strict disciplinarian, had a hard
e asserting control after Allen wis sacked. He imposed a strict trining
wegime on the division when tansferred to Britin and the rambar
it was finally won ov ster communed Vo Corps w
Patton in Cermany M

The second Omaha Beach division, 2%h 1
commanded by G July 1943 when he was replaced by Wess
Potnter and former cavalry officer Major General Charles Gerharde. He
bad been commissioned in 1917 and served on the sl of the
Snh Division in Wordd War 1 Gerhardt's excellent performance as a
caalry brigade commander in the 1941 Lowisiana n vers promped
Marshall 1w give him command of the new 9st Division. Gorhardn was
a very traditional officer demanding @ high level of discipline. His stern
leadership of the 20th Division helped overcome the friction between the
National Guard officers and troops, who formed the core of the unit, and
of regular army officers and conscripes who had flled ou

iy Divishon, had been

Special Brigades was Brigadier General
William Hoge. His role in the training and planning of the vitl engineer
operations at Omaha Beach is often overdooked and he would win greater
fame for his leadership of Co B of the 9t Armored
Diviaon during battle for St Vith during the Ardennes campaign
The al command of forces | ng on D-Day was in the hands
of the regimentl leaders. The lst Division’s 16th Infantry Regiment
was led by Lieutenant Colonel George Taylor, an experienced veteran
who had headed the regiment since the campaign. The
Zoth Division’s 116th Regiment was led by Lieutenant Colonel Charl
Canham,  strict, by-thebook West Pointer nicknamed “Stoneface” by
his troops. Although widely disliked by the enlisted men before D-Day,
a Beach abruptly changed
A5 and fought the rest of the

Camham's herole performance on €
opinions. He had o BAR shot from his b

28th, in August 1044 and led it
during the grussame Hirtgen
forest fighting. He ks seen hare




day with one arm in 2n impravised sling, a .45¢al pistol in his good hand.
Canham's role has been oveshadowed by the pressnce of the division's
asistant commander, Brigadier General Norman “Duich™ Cots, who
landed on the beach eady in the day. Cow was the Former chierl of siafl
of the 1st Division and had fought in Tuntsia. He was a charismatic
cambat commandet, preferring to be in che field leading his woops
rather than behind a deak.

Unlike mest of the divisi and ] ¢ d the
teader of the Ranger Frovisional Group, Lieurecant Colonel Juroes E.
PRudder, was noy 3 professional !Dld.lr!! Rud.a‘.er had graduated From
Texas ALM in 1932 and way i 1 a second ki in the
Army reserves. He was a high schoel teacher und] 1941, when he was
called up 1o active duty and sent w the infantry schocl a1 Ft Benning.
Afer further teaining at the Ay Command and General Staff College
in the autumn of 1942, he was posted: o the Ind Ranger Batialion,
asmuming command |h the summer of 1243,




& gead portralt shot of two Oty
‘wem the 151 Infantry Division
‘wsicard 8 Cosst Guard LTI en
e approaches to Normandy,
Tha saidier in the foreground Is
‘wsaring the assault jackel
Sypical of the initial landings, and
e Ny M-1028 Inflatable ife
it can be seen around his
it (NARA)

OMAHA BEACH - CROSS-SECTIO|

OPPOSING PLANS

THE AMERICAN PLAN

maha Beach was selected early in the Overlord planning since at

the time it was undefended. On the negative side, the bluffs

along the beach formed a significant tactical obstacle and were
well suited for defense. Even after Rommel began fortifving the beach
in the aumn of 1943, it remained an atractive option since it offered
a deepwater anchorage only three-quarters of a mile from all parts of
the beach with a full 366t of water at low tide, o Iy
for an artificial harbor for follow-on operations, The terrain behind the
eeach was much more suitable for motwr transport than at neighboring
Utah Beach. In February 1944, First US Army conducted a study of
Omaha Beach which concluded that, if defended by an infantry
regiment, the config v the combat
power of the German troops and present a formidable def
position assaulting which would likely result in b
defended by a full infantry division, it would be impregnable. The US
Army, right up to the time of the landings, thought that the beach was
poor-gquality regiment, As will

location

e

gion of the beach would mul

vy castalties. IE it was

only defended by a single, undersirengih
iscussed further, this would prove o be the most significant mistake
in the US plan. The German forces on Omaha Beach were more than
three times the

he

anticipated,

al necessity in the Operation Neptune plan was the
Allie anners were very concerned that if
the Germans suspecied a landing i
the area to the point where an amphibious assault would be impossible,
The need for surpr cted the bombardment of the baulefield in
the weeks before the landing. Since the Allies did not want to tp their
hand, this precluded any concentrated bombardment of the asswlt
beaches by cither sea or air, For every bomb dropped in the Normandy
ais and Picardy areas

The maost criti

need for mctical surprise,

ndy, they would reinforce

N

areat, two or more were dropped in the Pas de
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te continue the Operation Fortitude ruse. The risk of this strategic
choice paid off at all the beaches except Omah

Operation Nepiune contemp lingr at low
Rommel’s new beach defenses, which placed anticrafi obstacles in the
water close to s neling would make it less likely that the
Cermians wold over the invasion flece during its movement 1o the
beaches, The landings were s o beggin om 5 Ju A bt were
postponed due to foul weather in the Channel. Eisenhower rescheduled
the assault for Tuesday, 6 June 44 after Allied meteorologica services
had discovered a break weather that would Iast for several days. By
this time the enormous momentum of the opers
on Eisenhower to approve the atack, and his dec
an intelligence re Iy in June from the Japanese ambassador i
Berlin which indicated that Hiter was still convineed the attack would
come o

due o

i dle Cal

The amphibious asault was a carefully choreographed plan ealling
for o series of preliminary though short bombardments of the coast
Followed by phibious landings. The initia al clement of Operation
Nepune at Omaba Beach was Force O, The maval forees for the
American beaches were originally named Forees X and ¥, but o make
them more comprehensible they were switched first o Omaha and
to their final names, Omaha and Utah, monikers
o 1o the beaches as well, The bombardment ships consisted of
two ald batdeships and three light couisers, supported by 15 destrovers
and numerons smaller ships and eraft. The naval bombardment plan had
three phases. Shrs) the navy would begin the counter
hanery anillery positions, Twenty
1 the bombardment would shift
Iy known fortfications, AT
o targets behind the beachhead, or on the {l
ppy with the “shoestring naval force” allomed 1o




Task Foree O and he wanted more destrovers. Due o tdal conditions, the
g would begin at Omaha Beach before other beaches and as a
result the mawal bombardment would be significantly shorer, only 40
minutes. Task Foree O had neither the time nor the resources o fulfill ies
hombardment mission.

Shortly after the naval bomb
was scheduled 1w mack the defe
abeve the beach, the concrele empl
arcas behind the beach were the primary targets. Contrary to what many
Army troops believed, the plan did not call for anacks on the heach
ohstructions in order 1o avoid cratering the beach since this would make
it difficult Tater in the day 10 move motorized ransport off the beach. This
atack would prove 1o be one of the most crucial failures at Omalia Beach
o DDy, The US Army Adr Force liked o advertise its precision bombing
capabilities, but in reality, the bomber commanders knew that there was
il a considerable margin of ermor in their attacks, especially
weather, While collateral damage was of linle concern when he
Ly targets, it was a significant concern when canmving out
heavy strikes near US forees. The bombing mission required good
weather for even modest precision and when the weather proved poor
the Air Fore nged the bonhing tactics to limit any possible shortflls
into the landing force. Due 1o the use of blind bombing wsing ¢
targeting, the Alr Foree ordered the | iers 1o d
their bomb release by 30 seconds onee the coast was picked up on radar.
This guaranteed that the bombs would fall far from the coastline,

ment began, the US Army Air Force
st using heavy bombers. The blufl
ents in the draws, and the

lack of a contingeney plan, such as the use of bombers under the cloud
cover, was i major weakness of the plan, had unrealistic
i [ the air force’s capabilities. There were no plans 10 use the

Air Force in closesupport missions against the beach defenses
since the army lacked the communications o call in air strikes and no
training hud been underaken,

Since the Allies expected 0 confront fo tions along the bes
armared support was deemed essential. In theory, each regime
team (RCT) would be preceded onto the beach by three con
tanks to knock out any e bunkers not destroved by the bomber
attack. After the Dieppe experience, the British army haed developed an
assortment of specialized tanks, dubbed “Funnies™, w aid in amphibi
assanlts. The myth has developed over the years that the US Army spumed

h,

al comibut




ASSAULT LANDING PLAN, 116TH RCT, OMAHA BEACH (WEST
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darlabvaly called “thirty
o steel in  canvas buckat™
s grwws. This DD is soen in
In 1948 during later

operations, (NARA)

the use of these specialized tanks, In fact, by Febnury 1944, the US
Aty had submined a request for 25 Sherman Crab ang:
100 Sherman Crocodile famethrower tanks, and other
engineer equipment for Overlord. The original US plans expec
of the Churchill AVRE oured Vehicle Royal Engineers) to support the
engineer hreaching operations, None of these were provided in time for
D-Day as British indusuy could barely keep pace with the needs of o
British ince it would ke tme for US industry o manifci
these, priority was given o those items deemed most necessary — i
controversial DD tanks, In plice of the C] hill AVREs, V Corps was
allowed 16 M4 doger4anks 1o assist the engineers.

The Duplex Drive (DD tank was a cover name for an amphibiows
version of the Sherman medium tank, and was developed in Britai a
means to bring mnks ashore withowt the need for landing craft. The
auraction of this scheme was that the mnks could be sent ashore in the
able fashion than by using

first wawves in o less conspicuous and less v

The sfternative to DO tanks was
e 0t the M4 medium tank with
wading trunks as had bean the
seactice on Siclly and in the
mphibious landings at Sakerna
ed Anzio during the itallan
‘sampaign. One company in
wach of the two tank battalisns
landed on Omaha Beach had

Sankcn wnging from flacding and
whownd the tank to crawl ashore.
with water up to the top af its




. Buovancy was provided by a large canvas flotation
n accordion when not in use,
vas sereen had only a foot of Treeboard when o the

large landing «
sereen around the tank. which folded like
The DD ank's e
water and anything like rough seas threatened to collapse or swamp
adeed st the vear of the

the fragile serven, A pair of propellers w
hull that were powered off the tank’s engine, Since British firms could
not produce these in adequate numbers, conversion kits were built by
Firestone in the US for M4AL medium wanks. OF the 33 converted,
ahou 8 anks were transferred to Britsh units 1o make up for sho

In past amphibious laindings, such as Sicily and Salerno, the U N
Army had preferred 1o fit anks with wading vunks, allowing them 1o
be deposited by landing craft in shallow er beyond any beach
abstractions allowed the tnks 1o fire at
beach targets during their mun into the beach on the Linding craf and
wemain in the surf, with their submerged hull provected by water, while
engaging targets on the beach, The new DD tanks were greeted with
¢ US officers who doubted their seaworthiness, The V
Gerow, opposed their use and would have preferred
w0 land both tank bamalions on Chmahia with wading ounks. As a result
of these misgivings, the US tank battalions slated for Operation Nepuune
were mixed formations equipped with two companies of DD tanks w0
Lamvel in the initial waves, and one company of anks with w; i tanks
w land shortly afterward from LOTS. During prednvasion e
Slapton Sands in Devon, Britin, a number of DD tanks sank, leading
doubtiul US Navy officials to insist on guidelines for launching them. An
arrangement wis reached under which the senior officer (army or navw)
aboard the knding craft could make the judgment that the sea was
oo rough for the DD manks o sw el them direcily on
the beach. The loaphale in this procedure was that some of the voung

el drive ashore, This also

skepticizm by
Corps commande

ercises at

m ashore and

These army combat engineers
are soen on the way to their
Innding craft in England, carrying
bangalore torpedess in their
arms slong with a pair of satchel
charges and reels of primacord.
Thay tack the distinctive
Engineer Special Brigada
markings on their helmets and
#o may be from the Gap Assault
Toams. (NARA)



wlficers outmanked the commanders of the
t but lacked the experience o
conditions,

v has been why the US Army m
wly did not use amracs amphibious
o land troops as had been done in
Pacific theater sine vin 1943, Bradley
Brought back o of the best US divisional
neders from the P o provide some
ng to the Europe ter officers and
of these, |, Lawton Collins, was assigned as
at the neighboring Utah
les Corlet,

Corlen arved in the UK in April
was surprised to see that the Landings would
on LOVE and LCA landing eraft instead of the
Nmstracs novw Evored ic. He approached
Beth Eisenhower 3
Pl were so far along that his opinions were
shure o consider the lessons of the
as mainly due 1o the con
they hisd much more experience in lagescale
the army in the Pacific or the US Marines,
There had been no Lmdmgx in the Pacific on the scale of North Africa,
Sy, Salemo or Angio and there would not be until after the Normandy
Sencdings. The amtracs had been used at Tarawa specifically w sarmount
e coral reel surrounding the atoll and this was not a |
Sormandy heaches. What the US Army commanders in Ewrope failed w
sealioe and their Pacific counterparts had come to recogniae was that the
smiracs were a necessity when landing on a contested, fontified beach, The
wmimacs could put the infantry ashore a0 the seawall, minbmizing their
sxposire to small arms fire as they struggled from the landing craft, wacded
Serough the surf, and raced acros hundreds of vards of beach, In fact, the
U5 Army haed shipped over 300 amiracs 1o Europe in 1944, but the lick of
wsee in the Overlond plan meant thar they were reserved
S Operation Swordhilt, a comtingency operation in which P
smcommitted Third Army was intended o reinforce Cverdord in the event
ailure at one of the beaches
ng for Operation Nepune did oot pay enough
sttention 10 a key difference between Normandy and previous landings
m the Mediterrane namely the fortified cowst. None of the 19
Bandings were contested on the shoreline and o obved landings
sgainst obstructed beaches. Normandy required tcties and equipment
somparable (o those for operations against fortifications. While
oanside effort went into providing Jarge numbers of engineers 1o
wackle the fortific Normandy, neither the M4 tanks nor bulldozers
were equipped w suvive on aconstricted beach trgeted by numerous
antitink guns. In Febrzary 1944 the US Army in ope had requested
an assault tnk version of the Md/ n ik with sufficient armor
o confront German bunkers on the Siegfried Line Lier in the Euope:
campaign. This emerged as the MAASE?2 assault mnk, which could

ton

atere of the

s

A young GI from the 1t Infantry
Division on the way ta Normandy.
Ha is wearing the distinctive
assault jacket wom by the initisl
waves st Omaha Boach, and his
M1 carbine is in plastic wrap to
protect i from water. To the beft
Is a pale charge for attacking
piliboxes while to the right is an
M1AT bazooka. In fromt of him
are pack charges and bohind him
bangabare torpedoss, all ted 1o
Inflatod (ffe belts to provide
busyaney In the water. NARA}
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d wot arrive in Europe until the autumn hm il prove very effective
the Stegfried Line saign, The British already had an effective support
tank in their thickly armeored Churchill infantry ank and it was used with
cluding a specialized combat engineer version = the

success on DDy,
AVRE

The other specialized forces landing in the firs waves were the (
Assault Teams, of which 16 were assigned 10 Omaha Beach, They were
1o blast gaps 50 vards wide through the beach obstructions w allow
landing craft to continue to reach the beach once the tide bega
The plan gave these teams only about 30 minutes t carry out their tasks
due to the rising tide. This was a vital mission since if the gaps were not
eleared, the underwater abstacles would prevent follow-up landings by
later waves of crafi.

The main landings were 1o be conducted by two regimental combag
teams (RCT) each consisting of an infantry regiment with anached
engineers and other support wroops. The left (eastern) flank would
thith RCT based around the 16th Infantry Regiment,
1st Dhivision, while the right (western) flank would be asaubied by the
116th RCT, based around the 1 16th Infaniry, 20th Division. The engineers
in the first wave were mainly from the divisional engineer battalions, bt
Tollow-on waves co) ed the Sth and fth Provisional Engineer Brigades
1o assist in preparing the beach for follow-on forces and supplies. The tasks
of the engineers included clearing the beach obstacles, for example using
bangalore orpedoes 10 open gaps in wire obstructions, clearing lanes
through minefickds o provide the infantry with exits off the beach, and
destroving Cerman forifications, After Dieppe the British army felt tha
combat engineens required ammored support in the form of fail ks
o conduct minefield desrance, and specialized Churchill tanks with
petard morans for demolition work. The Army ignored the use of
armored engineer vehicles, except for armored bulldozers, due 1o a lack of
experience in this type of operation.

1o rise,




a0 |

of the assault - the capture of the Ge
Hoc on the western edge of the sl ares, This
could strike both Utah and Omaha Beach

iminaned. 1
One officer rem.

ng force could be
swept off thy broomns,” Pointe-du-Hoe was
scheduled t eive special trestment from the naval bombardment force
in advance of the Ranger anack but American commanders thought it was
the single most difficult aspect of the amack on Omaha Beach.

After the first o regimental combat teams landed at dawn, additional
reinforcements would arrive in successive waves bringing the toeal w four
RECT rive i the afternoon, which would
increase the strength on Omaha Be
third division w knd on D+,

Allied intelligence had detected the CGerm 2ndd In
wround St LS and anticipated that it would begin o move against the
I head sometime on D-Day, and might reach the Aure River or e
cross it on the afternoon of D-Day, However, the plan expected th
would delay, but not stop the ady

by midelay. Force B owould

h o wo reinforced divisions, with a

vy Division

unce to the De1 positions.

THE GERMAN PLAN

The defenses along Omiha Beach increased con ally after the autumn
of 1943 when Rommel was put in charge of reinvigorating the Atlantic
Wall. Although Hider and most senior German communders expected
the main invasion to take place on the Pas de Calais, Rommel believed that
acase coubd be made for aindings on the Normandy coast, or in Brivany
around Montgne d'Aree, result, he ordered the constrisction of
defenses along the most likely areas of coastline and increased the forces
ready 1o defend the coast. Defenses in Nor y i
around the 716t Infantry Division, a poorquality, static division, Omaha
Beach was parolled by i

ngle regiment of this




e passt 1o spond more time in
e wpring of 1944 doing
‘ssmstriction work than training.

-

S Pak 30 anti-tank gun. The
{#mage ot the top was caused by

Rommel believed that the sea isell was the best defensive barrier
and the termin around Omaba Beach presented ample defensive
ities. The initial defensive work began
v ol obstrictions against 1
ik

abstructions, ol

I, conssted
sl Cointet gates by the Germans and
t C by the Allies, These were designed 10 block
Ting the beach. The next line
s were wooden stakes that were plar
an enormous tripsd,

string of steel
Belgian gates or El
Bandding eradi froan appa
0 vards closer v sho
facing seaware
usually suirrnou
sigmied to blow holes in the botom of Emding crafl. In some sectors.
ihese were followed by Hemmburoen, called ramp obstacles by the

were o

lies,
g crafl
Finally there was a row of “hedgehoss™ of various types. The most common
was the Tichecheniged, c tlled “Rommel’s Asparagus” by the Allies; which
k obstruc tion 1

I.<- lrum steel beams, The
the
approach of landing « w0 the :aL',u.:llI rlun'ng Iuigll tide. These were
submerged and invisible at high tide, prevens ing craft erews from
steering easily through any gaps. There were a ol of 3,700 obstacles
Omaha Beach = the highest density of of the DDy beaches,

S O
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Some of the more unusual
weapons doployed at Omaha
Baach were the remate control
“Godiath” demolition vahicies.,
These contained a high-saplosive
chargs, snd ware intended to
attack tanks or landing craft.

One of the mare commen
detensive works in Normandy
was this type of Blmm gun pit.
The cbaslsts S0mm Pak 38
anti-tank Gun was mounted on &
new pintia for sasier traverss
and depleyed within o concrats
emplacement. There wers three
of thess along Omaha Beach and
mary more inland, tike this

At the highwater mark was a swathe of shingle, round stones the

. sometimes backed by 4 seawall. One or more rows of
barbed wire obstructions were  placed
immediately infand from this. Until the autumn of 1843 there were
any small beach houses and other structures along the shareline for
s and local residents. These were knocked down o deprive
Allied infantey of cover. A few of the more substantial buildings along the
shore were left intaet, but were comverted into infantry sir ongpoints. The
beach area wis heavily mined, though gaps that contained no mines were
als marked with mineficld warnings w confuse Allied troops

In contrast to the other four Normandy beaches, which are ¢ ively
far, Omaha Beach i characierized by bluffs rising up 10 1506t from
The edges of these bluffs
provide ideal defensive positions for infantry with elear fields of fire on
the exposed toops below, On some of the cliffs on the eastern side of

size of golf bal

concerting wire or other

the sea, most noticeably on is western side,




s s 105mm loFH 18/40.
Fre-sighted on targets along the
Smach, they proved to be ane of
‘e Gorman defenders’ most

the beach, 240mm artillery shells were gled over the oliff with ip-
e us booby-traps for any imfantry trying the climb, These
were called “rollergrenades” and they were spaced some 33011 aj
Access from the beach was limited 1o five gullies, called “draws’
the US Army, and only two of these were ¢ passable Iy armored
vehicles or motor transpon. These became the center point of German
defenses ar Omaha Beach, the tactical objective of the defense
the Allies from moving off the beach, all five drws were
stiffly defended by establishing a fortified belt in and around the
Fourteen poi { s fnester], bered WNGD th
were created along the beach, Most of the drws were cove
a strongpoint on the hilltops on either side of the draw. Two ol
strongpoints were constructed on the Pointe : -Percée
promontory on the eastern side of the beach to provide enfilading fire
alang the beach, and the three other swongpoints were constructed
h, covering th its from the draws,
configuration of each of these strongpoinis differed due 1o
el they were still being built when the Allies landed on 6 June
4. Generally they consisted of small pillboxes, or concrere reinforced
“Tobruk™ machinegun pits, at the base of the bluff obstructing the
entrances to the draws. The larger draws were also blocked by barvier
Is, anti-tank ditches and a nk traps. One of the most effecuve
defenses was the Bauform 667 ani k gun bunkers built ino the
sides of the biuffs, with their guns pointed parallel o the beach, These

wires 10

v

sdiately behind the be

194




Mormandy had lower priority than
the Pas de Calais for concrote,

bunkers had a defensive wall on the side facing the sea that made it
¢ difficult for warships w0 engage them with gunfire. By careful

range and, funhermone s WeTe position
down the length of the beach, These olien cont
guns such as obsolee Pak38 Mimm. However, such weapons were more
than adequate to penetrate the side armor of the Sher tank and
they were also effective against landing crafi. In o, there were cight
anti-tank gun bunkers along Omaha Beach including mwo 88mm guns.
Besides the fully enclosed anti-tank guns, there were thiee S0mim anti-
tank guns on pedestal mounts in concrete pits, and ten other anti-ank
guns and fickd guns in open pits in the various strongpoints, As an
additional defensive ins ion, the mrrets from obsolete French and
German tanks were mounted over concrete bunkers. There were five ol
these on Omaha Beach, the
covering the D8 Les Mouling draw, Gen
mixture of these types of firing positic For example, the W?
strongpoint at the E-3 Colleville draw had two Zmim Pak 4 a
guns in casemates o enfilade the beach, wo S0mm anti-ank guns on
pedestals in open concrete emplicements, a 5
six machine-gun Tobruks.

Around these fortifications, the German infantry dug o
e as 4 liest siep 1o creating a series of interloc
and protecied passages, However, the shortage of concrete
of 1944 ant that only a small portion of these trench lines were
concrete-reinforced. The construction of these defenses wis hampered
by the haphazard priovities of the army, Lufowadle, and Organization

n mortar Tobruk and

1 series of




1: German Beach Strongpoints, Grandoamps Sector
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Todt. The Luftwalfe, for example, built an elaborate conerete shelier for
its radar station on the neighboring Pointe-et-Raz-de-la-Percée that was
absolutely useless in protecting the radar from any form of atack. At the
samme time many key infaniry trenches on the blulfs, lacking concrete
reinforcement, looded during spring rain and were rendered useless by
the time of the attack.

Of all the defenses near Omaha Beach, by far the most fortified was
the Pointe-du-Hoc, The site was originally constructed 10 contain six
155mm guns in open gun emplacements. but the defense was being
reconstructed 1o protect each gun with a fully enclosed Bawform 671
ferro-concrete casemate. In addition, the site contained a fully enclosed
antillery observation point on the seaward side of the promontory and
fully protecied crew shelters and ammunition bunkers.

e o Rommel's tactical approach, most of the German tactical
defenses were spread as a thin crust along the shoreline with very
modest reserve forces behind the main line of resistance. On D-Day
itself the tactical plan would simply be to hold the invading force on the
beach with the resources at hand,

2 5o map of ¥ Gorps O-Day Operations on page B8




OPPOSING ARMIES

GERMAN FORCES

called the

he 716th mitry Division had garrisoned O B
I (& e sector by the Germans, since June 1942, This under-
strength, smnc division was spread from Carentan 1o the Ome
o, therefore, defending all of the Normandy beaches except
the wess. THith Grenadier Regiment (GR726) was responsible
for covering the Omala Beach area in 1942-43, O he 58 div
OB West on 6 June 1944, 33 were static or reserve divisions. The troops in
these static divisions tended 1o be older conseripts, ypically about 35 years
old. The fourth baalion of GR.726 was 430th Ost Batalion made up of
former Red Army troops. The division was significanty understrength with
only about 7,000 troops compared 10 a nominal strength of over 12,000,
On the other hand, most of its forces were deploved in bunkers or field
i large number of supplementary weapons including
me-gun pits, 12 antitank rifles, 7 249
Mamethrowers.

On 15 March 1944 the el I 1y Division was ordered 1o ke
aower defense of the Bayeux sector of the Normandy beaches as part of
Rommiel's effort to strengthen the defenses in this sector, This division hacd
been formed in December 1943 near St Lo from the remnants of the
battered 3 Infantry Division, which bad been sent back from Russia
tor rebuild, The new division was organieed as a Type 4+ infantry division
and most of its personnel were recent conscripts from the clases of
‘26, meaning young men 18-19 years old. Unlike the old T16th
antry Division, the 35%nd Infanury Division was an full strength, T
consisted of three infantry regiments, each with two rifle batalions with

s under

5 medium mortaes,

wuny for direct fire support equipped
anery howitzers, The Tth company in
h regiment was ar ank unit with Pangerschreck antiaank rocket
launchers, The 1944 divisional structure substituted a fusilier regiment for
the ald rec lion, with one pany on bicycle
company motorized, The division’s amillery regime
three with 12 105mm howiteers each and the founh
The division's anti-tank baalion had a company with 1
M Marder 11 tank destrovers, another with ten SweG 11 assault guns, and
o with improvised 37mm guns on Opel tucks, Divisional training was
hamstrung by the kack of fuel and ammunition as well as by the need w
divert the troops to work on field fortifications to reinforce the Atantic
Wall. There was little opportunity for training above company level. This
unit was reasonably well tained by German 1944 standards, though not
by US Army standards. The 1944 German infantry division had less

a

A young German infantryman
snijoys & cup of coffes whils sn




manpower than its US part but more fi o especially in
ALUHTALC WeApons,

The reconfiguration of the defenses along the Bayeus coast in late
March 1844 more than tipled their strength. The Omaha Beach area
that had been held by two battalions from GR,726 was now reinforced by
two regiments of the 352nd Infany Division along the coastline and o
reinforced regiment as corps reserve within a few hours march of the
mant The two battal of GR726 in the Omaha Beach sector were

i i 1o the heade of the 352nd Infanuy Division and
retined their mission of ing the coastal empl nis and
wenches along the beach. 914th Grenadier Regiment (GRY14) was
responsible for the Isigny, Pointe-du-Hoe sector west of Omaha Beach,
while 916th Grenadier Regiment (GRO16) was responsible for the
Omalia Beach sector as well as the eastern section of Gold Beach, The
third regiment, 915th Grenadier Regiment (GR.O15), and the division’s
352nd Fusilier Battalion were formed into Kampigruppe Meyer and
stationed behind the coast near St Lo w serve as the corps reserve,

The reinforced 352nd Infantry Division was responsible for defending
43 miles of coastline, far bevond what was considered prudent in German
tactical doctrine. This led o ber of arguments between Rommel and
the divisional commander, Genlt Dietrich Krass, Rommel wanted all of
the infantry companies deployed along the main line of resistance so they
could fire on kanding Allied troops, Kraiss wanted 10 adopt a more con-
ventional defense with a relatively sereen along the beach and most of
the companies held in reserve behind the blufis from where they could
© koany p jons. In the end 4 comy ise was reached. In
the Oinha Beach sector one of its infantry batalions moved up 1o the
coastline and deployed wo of i companies in the forward defenses
alongside GR.T26, with the other companies in the villages a few miles
from the beach. The other battalion formed a reserve for the regimental
sector along with the division's seli-propelled anti-ank bastalion.

Omaha Beach was covered by Tst Baralion, 352nd Artillery Regiment
{1/AR352) headquartered an Etrcham with three batteries of 105mm
howitzers. This battalion had forward observation posts located in bunkers
along the coast, sigy ity enhancing their lethality when emploved
against targets on Omakia Beach, 2nd Baalion, 352nd Anillery Regiment
(TI/AR.352), headquartered to the east at St Clement, also had Omaha
Beach in range. The artillery banalions were provided with only one unit
of fire, meaning 225 rounds per 105mm bowigeer and 150 rounds for cach
150mm gur, No resupply was available for a few days. The final element of
the anillery in this sector was added on 9 May 1944 when a batery of heavy
artillery rockets ( Nebelwerfer) of Werfer-Regi A4 was positioned in this
sector. Behind the 5352nd Infanury Division was the st Flak-Smnm
Regiment of the Luftwaife | 1th Flak Division, adding 36 88mm guns w0 the
defense of this sector,

Allied intelligence believed the entire 352nd Infantry Division was in
corps reserve around St Lo when in fact only one of its three v
regiments was in reserve on G June 1944, To explain its appearance in the
fighting on Omaha Beach on D-Day the myth developed that the division
had been deploved near the beach 1w conduct raining  few days before
DDy, This was not the case and the division had been in place near
Omaha Beach for more than two months hefore D-Diy.

ar



W the Poiesdu Hee promaonnay beween Omaha sl Liah
hearhes was tie e Bairery of Army Uoustad Artilhoy Regiment 190
(2 HRAL T caguipped widh six Feoneh tuns and fur ght
mrarliine gure By [Une 144 faue ot s cosemaes b e guns had becn
rempleted b Beavy Albed bombing sl bad ceduced the ground
arunaed the- buntlirits e 2 i Tandweaps of craters. Aber the 53 Aprid 1941
Pwmnbing, thee [ksntery el withedrasen ioe s Anm et cascrrss 140 an
auchant smth ol the poin. b theer place te crews bl tibneared dumroy
ums Brom simbaas that dooled Allied intAlygenee into Ginkisg the guns
wrre Sfill puesent. At the e of the wasion the concrcte emplacem vt
arcund the fmwant cheenation buoke: were remporeed by o A CUTIPRATIV
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LuttwalFe: suppunt frar the bearh defenses wis nenexisient, On 4 fune
VA Lofiilente 3 had 183 Ly iighters in necthenn Foance of whicl 1460
were servicruble. There were ew g sitack gireratt dus e the policy
il busvemg these 1wniteann the Eastern Front Allied airatceks on dnwaced
ields wean s intense that on 5 June 124 tighlers wees withalvm Brom
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WrCTAT we s aut avlalsle unti] 6 e 7 fune.
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Regimental Combat Team (RCT) from the 1st Infantry Division, while the
right flank was the 116th RCT from the 20th Division, but suhardinated for
the initial phase of the aperition o the 1st Infantry Division,

The st Infanury
pattch, was the Army’s most experienced division
selected for the & s by Bradley. The division
MNorth Africa and on Sicily and was o
W combat experience. In view of its excellent performance in repuling
a German Panzer attack on the Gela beachhead on Sicily a year before,
iy was a narural choice for the in assault
i Division was nicknamed the “Blue and Gray™ for i
symbolizing an amalgamation of the Union and Co,
raditions. This National Guard division was headquartered in Balimore,
Maryland, and as a mid-Atlantic border state between norih and son;
division drew its units from Marvand and Virginia. As with nearly all
National Guard divisions, the regular anmy insisted on flling out its senioe

and posts with professional officers as the National Guard had the
s for granting ranks as political sinecures. It was also necessary
1o flesh out the division with conscripes, There was same friction in the
unit between the Gisrdsmen, who were often neighbors with vears of
peacetime service together, and the new influx of regular army officers and
conscripts. Gebhardi's strict tmining regimen in the UK before D-Day
was intended o forge the division ino a cohesive fighting foree and o
90tk Division proved to be one of the beter Nathonal Guard divisio
during the subsequent fighting in France.

Each regi 1 ﬂlmhwl team was allotted a tank batial
support, the 7 n support of the 1th RCT
T43rd Tank Bawalion suppanting the 116th RCT.

“The task of eliminating the German anillery battery on Pointedu-Hee
wats assigned W the Provisional Ranger Group, consisting of the elite

shoulder
ederate




40

Znad and Sth Ranger Battalions, Since the battery was located on a cliff wp
the baalion developed a mumber of unigue solutions for quickly scaling
the chiffs under fire, Ladders were fitted inside the cargo hold of DUKW
amphibious ucks. These were difficult 1o oper

e unless bocated firmly

against the base of the cliff, so the Rangers also developed a rocket-lired
vy standard Zin. rockets and portable projectors, The
assanilt teams alse carried climbing rope and 1
ain assault would be conducted by the 225 men of Force A, with Cos, E
ek Rangers scaling the eastern side of Pointe«u-Hoc, and Co, 1
on the western side. Force B, based on Co. 1, 2od Rangers would scale the
cliffs on the neighboring Pointe-ct-Raz-de-la-Percée
e Germun positions ihere. Foree C, consisting of the remainder of

grapnel hook us

heweight lndders. The

el

PrOMOnIey 1o

awngers arwd the Sth Bangers, woulid remain offshore during the inidal
asauly, reinforcing Force A ed according to plan,
but landing with the 116th RCT if the mission Liled in order
P
most dangerous of any assignment on D-Day; the veason the Rangers were
given the assignment

The other key ¢
Teams of the Special Engineer T
was lormed by combining a 1%man P
(NCDU} with 2 28-man army engineer unit. The |
l|h twor units supporting the assault wave, the 146th and 20%9th Enginecr
bt Battalions. The sk of each team was 1o blow a gap 50 yards

if the mision proce

sl

te-chu-Hoe from the land side. This misson was widely considered the

nis in the assault waves were the Gap Assault
Each of these 16 teams
avil Combat Demaoli i

oree

widle in the beach obstructions o permit later waves of landing craft 10

pass through the obstacles when the o ch teamn was alloted a

M4 ank-dozer that arrived separately

An assault section of the
16th RCT, 181 Division loads onto

assault transports rather than
wning rope tadders dus fo the
weight of equipmaent they
warried. Judging from ihe light,
thia is probably the second
ansault wave. (MARA)



815t Chamical Weapons Baltabon {motorized)
116th Regimental Combat Team

116 infantry Aegimant

2red Rangar Battalion

e Ranger Battnbon

73 Tark Bastalion

4615t Amphitious Truck Comparty

15th Regimantal Combat Team
18sh Infaniry Regiment
T45th Tank Battafion

Cad Goorge Taylor

Col Gocege Smeh Jr.

Col Evgane Sippey
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D-DAY

The Initial Operations
Dy weas ariginally scheduled 1o begin on & June, but the appalling
weather in the Channel forced a postponement witil 6 June. The German
ice in the Atlantic had been rolledup by determined
Allied action in the preceding months and, as a result, most senior Cerman
cosmm s were convineed  that any Lainding opers bl be
wpossible for several days until the weather cleared. As a resilt, Rommed
waas i Caermany and mber of senior commanders were away from e
ot 1o conduct stafl exercises. General Dollman had lowered the alen
status of all of his roops, believing that the foul weather would prechde
any Allied activiry
Around 2215hrs on 5 June the
headgquarters picked up i coded £
at the invasion wo
absance aircradt were sent to sweep the €
ght it wis a false alarm. Seventh / wormandy was pot alerred
At Mhrs Allied ewweepers began to clear paths through
anticipated mineficlds, guided v markens placed on the beaches by
es, In Fact the Germuans had not ver established any
sigp ehds off Omaha Beach, A 0300hrs Task Foree € wied
25,000y off Onuaha Beach and dropped anchor to prepare the landing
craft. At 0330hes the asault toops were called 1o their debarkation
promts o the assault o i crall at (415,
The landing crafl gr 4 U wports over the next
g 1o arrive at the rendenous point by 0600hes, The s was

meteorology se

elligence section of several German
dio message w the French resista
begin in the next 48 hours, S¢

hour, adm

LEVPS begin the move to shars
on 0-Duy under the matchiul sys
of the USS Augusts, flagship of
the Western Task Force. The
landing craft had & 12-mile run
10 shore in sean with three- s
tour-fost waves. The navy cemsor
has partly obscured the crslsars
radar masts in this phote. (NARA)




A whew from inside an LCVP of
S 18th ACT, 18t Infantry
Siwision during its run in ta
Semaha Beach on D-Day. The
@eatective plastic covers an the
mans rifies are very evident in
s v, (NARAJ

chappy with 346t wavesand an occasional interference wive’ s high s Gl
The wind was gusting from the northwest at 10=18 konots. As a result,
than half of the assault troops were seriously seasick even before the
approach to the beach,

Webrmacht units were alered ar 0100hes when Bdth Corps head-
quarters first leamed of paratroop drops in neighboring secors of the
ith Infantry Division. Although Omaha Beach was not in the landing
zone of the B2nd or 1005t Airborne Divisions, the dispersion of the drop
resulted in small numbers of paratroopers landing in the GR914 positions.
west of Omaha Beach and near the anillery batteries of /AR
Behind the beach, Through the ey morning hours reports fowed in of

T

7

paratroop and glider lindings in neighboring sectors. At 0310hrs General
Marcks ordered the comps reserve, Kampligruppe Meyer, 1o begin moving
towards Monmmartin-Deville in order o keep apen the routes between
the 70%h Division m Utah Beach and the 352nd Division at Cmaha. The
decision to send the reserves afier the paratroopers. proved 1o be
il 2 serious mistake, Later in the moming the force wonld be
badly needed in the opposite direction. As-a result, Ramplgruppe Mever
spent most of the moming marching westward, only 10 have their ordens
w hours ater and shified in the opposite dir , all the

atack. The division’s anillery positions beg:
ungler L around 0320k, with especially heavy attacks on 1!
du-Hoc around 0335 Darkness shrouded the Allied naval force
visibility was only about 10 miles, not enough 1o see the anchorage. The
first reports of Allied naval vessels came from the right fank of the division
positions at 502hrs and by {1
been spotted moving aver the horizon

) large numbers of Allied naval vessels had

3 A0 infertarmnce wav @ o eeiratigh wites Gased Dy the mieaction of tes Coptmrg mive palts.




"% Lt Spaulding's platoon 10. Rmmompu are made to puﬂt through E-3 Colleville draw, backed by a few tanks from the 741st Tank
maches

17. L/16th Infantry sends out patrols towards but Is by WN63 i Calleville whore to in the E-3 druw during the morning and afternoon are

dstermined German w d German though many individual German are ked out.

8. L/18th Infantry assaults WNSO strongpoint and, after it is msistance is encountered. nd ins ta
oT: hmnmdorl.huhmnt Spaulding makes it past the beach defenses and beg

overcome, advances towards Le Garde Hameau. Jlum“"mw"‘:z d MF.10. This ion is the first of the day and later

huumummlln-moﬂmbouhiwmﬂoﬂhommlng-nduﬂylfumm

LE GARDE HAMEAL ) . v LI} ] 12. a.p Assault Teams succeed in clearing four major gaps through the beach obstructions on
] T16th 7261h Grenadier the eastern side of Easy Rod beach. This area will become the primary landing area for
- eromonts) reinforcements in the later part of the morning after high tide returns.

9. Scattered slements of 16th RCT attempt to
WHE1 with little

2. Elements of E/16th Infantry, F/16th Infantry,
and E/116th Infantry drift eastwards and land on

the sast side of Fox G ! WNE1 14. Various units that have landed on 15, During the moming, groups of infantry from
nmngp:lz mo th:; lll"ﬂm': huw“ lruu;::m.u:.. Easy Red begin attacks on defonses 3/116th Infantry gradually make their way up the
Gap Assault Teams in this sector are unable to in the E-1 5t Laurent draw. blut! by skirting around the WN66 strongpoint.

clear the beach obstacles due to casualties. F1 DRAW
rr 111 16. During the morning,
— E T.E;h Grenadier elements of Cos. G and F/116th
{slormants] begin attempts to overcome the

defenses in the D-3 Les Moulins
draw. A platoon-sized force
under Major Bingham occupies
a building in front of the draw
and tries to penetrate WNGE
strongpoint but Is pushed back.

1. L/16th Infantry lands
beneath the cliffs to cast of
Fox Green beach instead of
on Fox Grean.

3. Sections from F/16th s / - - / ; L VIERVILLE
Infantry land on the western / = ¢

side of Fox Green instead of on
the sastern side of Easy Red. Heavy
fire from WNG2 strongpoint defoats attempts
by the Gap Assault Teams to clear obstacles.

4. Landings are made on the eastern side of
Beach by elements of the T41st Tank Battalion, znm Infantry

and E/116th Infantry. 13. Gap Assault
Teams are able to
5. Elements of E/116th Infantry land on Easy Red instead of Easy Green. clear a single lane
through the beach
AMERICAN FORCES sqoaumn Toams o
1 L Co., 16th Infantry Gap Assault Team 7 7. Elements from F/1168th
1a  Planned landing point, L Co., 16th Infantry 10 Gap Assault Team 8 Infantry land on Easy Green
2a  Planned landing point, | Co., 16th Infantry. 11 Gap Assault Tearn 9 instead of Dog Red beach,
{Actually tands 11 hours late at sasternmast 12 Gap Assault Team 10 "'""“"'"‘*"‘“"""‘:“"_':‘_’
end of Fox Green beach). 13 Gap Assautt Team 11 “"""'M'.":.d’w"""' Frpry
3 F Co., 16th Infantry 14 Gap Assault Team 12 . )
3a Planned landing point, F Co., 16th Infantry 15 Gap Assault Team 13 1l
4 741st Tank Battalion 16 Gap Assault Team 14 G E 1610 Regimantal
4a  Planned landing point, 741st Tank Battalion 17 Gap Assault Team 15 Combat Taam
8§ E Co., 16th Infantry 18 Gap Assault Team 18 TAYLOR
Sa Planned landing point, E Co., 16th Infantry
& E Co., 116th Infantry GERMAN
6a Planned landing point, E Co., 116th Infantry yilanitry STRONGPOINTS
7 G Co, 116th Infantry. (Planned landing point i N“:%m:m PRyt A Chck SONORARC 13 BACK kBTt
further west on Dag White beach — see BEV 2, Green beach instead of Dog A WNEO E Whes
p.48-4g), cleared path through beach obstacles White. (see BEV 2, p.48-49) B WhE1 F WNES
F Go., 116th Infantry C Wne2 G WNEE
Ba Planned landing point, F Co., 116th Infantry D WNB3 H WNE8
German Minefields
OMAHA BEACH o ey ing
16TH REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM SECTOR = fe,
4 v g Band of German beach obstacles
6 June 1944, 0630hrs onwards, viewed from the northwest showing 16th RCT's landings on “Fox" and N “""“““"“““
“Easy” beaches, the eastern sector of Omaha Beach. The first wave suffers heavy casualties but with the

44 | arrival of the second wave US troops begin to climb the bluffs and overcome the German defenses.



Task Force © began to approach Omaha Beach and the batdeships
andd destroyers began the preliminary maval bombardment a 0545hrs,
lasting wmil 0625 Many inland German positions reported these as
air articks, The it Hets were be
wanrships shifted their sights to specific mrgets along the b Aerial
bombardment of positions behind the beach was scheduled 10 begin at
(itkihrs b the decision o delay bomb release for 30 seconds after
passing over the coast meant 1 none of the bombs fell on their
intended targers, Most exploded harmilessly in the pastures south of the
landing beaches. OF the 446 B-24 bombers taking part, 329 dropped
P00 bormbe. At (61 0hrs five LCGIL) monitons approached the bes
and added their gunfire w the naval bombardment. A few moments
hefore H-hour nine LET{R)s approached the beach and fired 9,000
rockets, These were 4 major disappointment due w their poor accuracy,

nd the beach and at dawn the

¢l none were seen 1o hit the beach,

THE FIRST ASSAULT WAVE,
0530-0700HRS

e of DD tanks were supposed o be launched from

s wround 0530Hrs o give them time o swim the 5,000 yards 1o
shore by H-Hour = 0650hrs, The naval officer in charge of the eight craft
carrying the DD tanks of the 7430 Tank Battalion was convineed that
the water was too rough for the tnks 1o swim ashore and reached
agrecment with the tank commander to land the tanks directly onto the
beach. The LCTy landed the DD anks on Dog Green and Dog Red
beaches st (2 Company B, ng into the beach at the
me under heavy a mk gunfire. The LOT
v commander was sunk immediately offshore and
ther tanks from the company were disabled before reaching the

achive-gun fire from the German pillboxes damaged several
bt all withdrew safiely. Company A with the normal M4
tunks with wading trunks Linded about the same time, so that 40 out of
48 tanks made it 1o shore.

The four com




Tha final approach to the beach
iy LCVPs carrying the 16th RCT
fram the USS Samuel Chase
aring the sscond wave on
D-Day sround 0T30hrs. The
troops on the craft ahesd have
siresdy disombarked and ar
-onuln-lmm

The deadliest sector of Omaha
Beach for the initial wave was st
the wostern end, Charlie and
Dog Groen baaches, This serial
wiuw takon in 1948 shows how
the German strongpoints on the
=liftts of Painte-ot-Aar-de-la-
Porcéa ta the right] could cover
the beach with enfilading fire. At
iR vory top of the picture is the
-1 Vierville draw. MHE

Taor the west the situation was much worse, The two captains from the
TAlst Tank Bawtalion anked the senior and insisted
that the DD tanks be Bunched s orderced 5,000 vards offshore
(540hrs, The DD tanks in
the water, a few sinking immediately when their fragile o
collapsed. They valiantly tried 1o swim ashore, bt the combin
wine and s sank all but two tanks from
Co. B, OF the tank crews, 33 drowned while the rest were
g vesaels. Having watched the fiest of the four DD
his eraft sink immediately after leaving the ramp, the young skipper of
LOT-600 decicded 1o drop the remaining three on the beach, As a result,
of the 32 DD wnks of the 741st Tank Battalion only five made it 1o shore
on Easy Red heach, Following the two doomed companies of DD tanks
was G, A with M4AL tanks with runks; each LOT carrving two
regubar tanks and o dozer-tank. The luckless 741t lost two Mds and an
M4 dozer-tank when their LT struck a mine and sank. As a resule, only

ediately encountered problems on entering
v
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1. Grass fire started by naval shelling cbscure portions of 16, While Cota Is rallying troops, T4 Bacond wavs: froim: 110t bty srivee: with: commnd ssotion snd mady sements Sind od Bog

try to disable bunkers in the D-3 Les Moulins

Grean and begins engaging bunkers in
tha D-1 Vierville draw.

B

White. General Cota begins to lead men over the bluff, GERMAN STRONGPOINTS

Dog Red and Dog White beaches, giving the initial Colonel Canham moves further east - 2 26th ¢ Vi it
by i ! — Tre: ::’:’I‘l‘m“':fm.lb“b:::: . - 17. Elements of the 5th Rangers and Cos. F and G, 116th Infantry continue to move southward A WNES o

10. Co. F reaches the seawall in front of the D-3 moving up the bluff. before being stopped by German defenses beyond the coastal road.

Les Moulins draw but remains inactive until the B WNTO E WNT3
Smoold e vl URENY 3 LES MOULINS DRAW i 18. A platoon from Co. A, Sth Rangers reaches the outskirts of the | C “N7!

3. Tanks from Co. A, T43rd Tank Battalion - - *2ra E B164h Grenades Chateau de P S

19. Elements ou‘:o B, 116th lmnlry penetrate through | /7 in ik, annciated in biack diamands)

draw but without much success. Some move 3 .
i , Vierville and along the road F MFag H MF23

B o M B ' b
3 antry o
the D-3 Les Moulins draw. Boat sections 20. Elements of the 5th Rangers and Co. C, 116th Infantry German Units
to the right are partly shielded by smoke _ move through Vierville heading west with the intention of 1 Tith Co., 916th Grenadier Regiment
from grass fires on the bluff and b - linking up with Rudder's Ranger force on Pointe-du-Hoc.
suffer lighter casualties than . : ; HAMEL AU T Th-ym-upp-dbym“m Band of Germen beach cbstacles
those sections. , 333 s PRETRE v
landing in front ’ - -

: : - = % ; : 7. o2, 7aars ek saraton wnce o coo | | ||NNNERRERRRRERAAN

5. Gap
Assault Team 1
lands on Dog White
instead of Dog Green,
but manages to blow a
50-yard gap in the beach \ . ;
obstacles, the only one in the - - ¥ "’

western sector. This allows later . : } LE HAUT
waves of troops to land on Dog White. >t 1 ; CHEMIN

4. Tanks from Co. C, 743rd Tank Battalion land
on Dog White but the intended assault Infantry
from Co. G, 116th Infantry drift far to the east.

15. The 5th Rangers, who have arrived relatively intact
White, begin to move up the bluffs alongside

11. Tanks from Co. C, 743rd Tank Battalion move off towards
the D-1 Vierville draw to assist in opening the access road.

OMAHA BEACH
116TH REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM SECTOR e o Dog Groue, Bt

6 June 1944, 0629hrs onwards, viewed from the northwest showing 116th RCT's landings on "Dog” T
and “Charlie” beaches, the western sector of Omaha Beach. As in the eastern sector, the troops in the
first assault wave suffer heavily. However, the efforts of General Norman “Dutch” Cota and Lieutenant
Colonel Charles Canham help restore momentum to the US troops and they begin to press inland.

N

21, General Kralss orders the Tth Co., 816th

Grenadier Regiment forward during the
morning and it begins to encounter Gls in
the farm land south of Vierville,

the 116th Infantry. |6 d at " i PIERRE DU MONT

13. Rangers and
soma survivers

AMERICAN FORCES 7a  Planned landing point, Co. G, 116th Infantry. A e
1 Co. A, 743rd Tank Battalion Co. G actually lands further east on Easy 116th Infantry scale the
1a  Planned landing point. Co. A., 743rd Tank Green beach (sea BEV 1, p. 44-45). cliffs between the WNT2
Battalion and WNT3 strongpoints but
2  Co. F, 116th Infantry Gap Assault Teams are too weak to make
2a Planned landing point. Co. F, 116th Infantry 8  Gap Assault Team 1 serious inroads into the
3  Co, C, T43nd Tank Battalion 8 Gap Assault Team 2 delenses,
3a Planned landing point, Co. G, 743rd Tank 10 Gap Assault Team 3
Battalion 11 Gap Assault Team 4 12. Infantry attacks at the mouth of the
£ 1 T R ol ai it Sl et cnd 2 b PaRErlS
4a mMImngm,oo.a.rmm 13 Gap Assault Team & m s Py phairgu-ic iy
ion e g 116th Halemml
&  Co. A, 116th Infantry Comibat Team
. P i poiet, Co, A, 116 ntariny 9. Ca. C, 2nd Rangers lands in the killing zone in
6 Co. G, 2nd Ranger Battalion Mdﬂ-mm-twmhh“?:.“?;nmmfl
Ga I:l.;\”nsdlmdlﬂamﬂﬂnczndw cleared path through beach obstacles to the west, losing half its troops before reaching the
ion seawall.

8. Boat sections from Co. A, 116th Infantry landing on the western side of
Dog Green are exposed to heavy fire from bunkers in the D-1 Vierville draw
and strongpoints along the coast further west including WNT3 and WNT74.
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18 of its 48
guns almaos
carmy out
delensive works.

ks reached shore and three were knocked out by anti-tnk
mediately. In spite of their losses, the tanks attempted o
it mission and began engaging the svarious bunkers and

The first assault wave, consisting of 0 men in eight infamuy
cormpan ael the Gap Assault Teams, began landings at (63 1hrs. Each

v s e an officer, with six landing craft
by Eandings, with most grounding
s S0-100 vards out. As the ramps dropped, the landing cralt
subjected o a fusillade of machineg and gunfire.
o wade through neckdeep water under swage fire the e
troops in ult wave had been issued much more equipment
normal infantry, including explosive changes and addisional supplies,
which made the passage through the s
and seasick, when the suvivors reached the waiter’s edge there was T
refuge. The expected bomb crters were nowhere w be seen and it was.
ikkvard dash o the only reli e shingle and seawall, M
troops simply collapsed, or wied to find cover behind the numerous beach
ctions.

ally difficult. Exhausted

espet

sle cover —

obstr

The comditions o from sector to sector, Company G, 116th RCT
neling west of the D-3 Les Moulins draw faced far less gunfire than on
other heaches as grass fires strted by the naval bombardment helped
abscure the landing are. ny F, landing ediately in front of
the -3 Les Moulins dr  partly shiclded by the smoke, but the
three sections furthest east were exposed and suffered 1 per cent
casualties by the time they reached the cover of the shingle. Company A,
116th RCT and Co. G, 2nd Rangers, landing furthest west on Dog Green
opposite the D41 Vierville draw, were sliughtered by the most
pered in any linding are, the 116th ROT sector. Not only
concentration of fortf he dreaw isell but there
ading fire from the WN 3 strongpoints on the

fire ene
was there
was enfil

the 1,450 man in the first assasit
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section of the weam, Team 7 was ready o hreach i set of obstacles when an
LOM crashed o the ouer barrier, seting: off seven Teller mines,
Although these teams were supposed to be supported by M4 doser-tnks,
only six of the 16 made it ashore safely and three of these were quickly
knocked out By the end of the day only one doeertank was still
operational. In spite of the heavy losses in front of the E-3 Colleville drw,
several gap teams landed further east than planned due 1o the tides and so
helped blow four adjacent gaps along the beach between the E-1 and E-3
exits. This accomplishment would prove crucial lier in the day, since this
was the only gap wide enough o accommedate 3 large number of landing
craft.

The first infiltrations through the German defenses were made here
around 0720hrs. Courage is not the absence of fear, but the ability o act in
spite of fear. In the face of intense small arms, morar and artillery fire, 4
handful of young soldiers began o act. Many voung squad and platoon
leaders tried 1o rally their men, but most were cut down by intense small
arms fire, After engineers breached some wire obstractions,
Philip Swrecayk from Co, E, 16th RCT ran through a gap at the bcmf of
the blufl west of the E-3 Colleville drasw. Under covering fire from Co, G,
Licutenant John Spabding rallied a pluoonsized force and followed.
Spalding’s small force began 1o atack strongpoint WN6G2 from behind, In
the meantime, the battered fith ROT had begun to attack the WNG2Z
pillboxes from the front, p ane out of action with a bazooka. The:
were also penetrations into the F-1 drw by scatered groups of Gls wha
attacked the WNGI siongpoint from both front and rear. At 0720k a
MAAL tank of the battered 7418 Tank Batealion managed to knock out the
HSmm gun casenute at WNGL, Around 0745hms another MAAL knocked
out the top casemate at WNG2 on the west side of the E-3 Colleville draw,
The commander of GR.726 in this sector mdioed back 1o 352nd Infantry
Division headquarters that his telephone lines had been disrupted by the

Company L, 16th Infantry drifted
far sast of thaér intended landing
and snded up on the sastern end
of Omaha Beach below the cliffs
mear Fox Groen. The comparny
commander was kilad, but sther
officers rallied the unit to sttack
the WNEO strongpoint en the
cliffs above. (NARA)



& machina-gun team from Co. L,
B8t Infantry moves under the
pestective cover of the ciiffs an
e sastern side of Omaha Beach
during the Initial affort ta push
hrough the F-1 draw and
cagture the WNBD strongpalnt.
MARA]

ampck and asked for a counteratiack o throw back the Amer
mdes, General Kraiss, radioed 1o the

penetrtion, The divisional comm
Bath Corps HO sinee his GRY15 was in corps resernve as Kamplgruppe
Meyer. Ar 0 ek was granted and at
D7) Kanplgr s Colleville
that wi est chasing
paratroopers that it didn't arrive v
apparent at the time, the German de

The gap teams were far less successful in the 116th RCT sector, in part
due to the caspward drift of some landing craft. Team 1 inadvertently
misseel the killing zone on Dog Green, landing on Dog White instead.
fshion in only A minuees. The

rs the request for a counter
ppe Mever began dispatching a batalion tow
scheduled 1o arrive around 0930, Tt was so far
til the afiemoon, While it was not
1ses had already begun o cramble

They blew a Maard gap in texthook
neighhxaring m: Biiaed litale o no success, Team 2 arvved 1o late,
while Team % suffered a divect artillery hit on its LCT and only one of the
amn 4 suffered heavy casualties in front of the D=3
nanaged o plant s charges, bat by the time it
te them, so many infantry had huddled arou
obstacles for ghelter that only a few could be blown. Team 6 linded east of
the 13 Les Moulins drw and mapaged 10 create a gap in spite of the
s 7 el 8 had an imposible
tirne chearing the obstructions, e pan die 1o cisualties and in pan
the recurring problem of the infantry using the abstacles as cover from the
dendly Ge Il arms fire. The two narrow gaps in the 116th RCT
sector, while not as wide as the gaps o th
means for reinforcement during much of the moming. Casualties among
the Gap Assault Te the
teams were virtaally wiped out.

By 0700hrs the tide had wned and the obstacle belt was: slowly
ed, drowning the badly wounded who had @ken shelter near
ach obstructions. The surviving members of the eight infantry
and one Ranger companies hid behind the shingle and seawalls along
en s German morar and

kman team survived. T

Les Moulins draw. Te

m

infantry using the obstacles for cover,

an s

zist, would become the only

ma in both sectors were 41 per cent and some

7000 vards of beach, losing more and more




machine-gun fire wok their wll. Many of the Gls had a difficult dme
engaging the German posions as their rifles had beco foaled
with seawater or sand. OF the troops who Einded in the frst wave, more
than a third were casualties within the firse hou
leaderless, their oflficers and NCOs dead or wounded,

and most units were

THE SECOND ASSAULT WAVE,
0700-0800HRS

The second assalt wave was supposed 1o land ae 0700 in the midse of
an aehvancing tide, The second wave had as many navigation problems as
the fisst, exacerbated by the remaining, panly submerged obst
Company B, 116th RCT Lnding on Dog Green ook heavy casualties
like the first wave. Company C landed on Dog Whi njoving the
cover provided by the grass fires, Company Illml several LOVPs on the
i beach and landed in o disong iomn with | i
Th wlquarters company landed at the ¢
beach near the foot of the cliffs and wis pinoned down by
mast of the day. Company H oand the 2/116th In
company landed on either s

amongst the

fes,

wes

warve lnebed, the tanks tried to reduce
tanks from the 7450d Tank Banalion began o cr
WNTU, while three more began an asault on WNGS on the wes
the D3 Les Moulins deaw, penetrating the firse bver of the defense.

was scheduled o follow around 0730hrs. Aside
from Cos ich Banded in the killing rone near
Do Grees ry companies and the Sth Rangers
made it w0 shore with fewer casualties than the preceding waves and

bl

m side of




were spon crowding the beaches on either side
of the D3 Les Moulins draw. Around 0730hrs
the regimental command parties began arriving
including Col Canham and BrigGen Cota. Two
LCIs bringing in the alternate HQ for 116th RCT
were hit by artillery fire around 07400rs and they
Buarned for the rest of the day. To further add
the confusion on the beach, the second wave
fandings also brought 1o shore an increasing
sumber of vehicles, which became bunched up
along the shoreline and easy trgets for German
gunners, By 0800hrs the tide had risen by 8it,
covering many obstacles and drowning many of
the severely we

Cota and Canham walked along the beach,
cajoling the men to move towards the bluffs
ahove, Afller making a breach in the concertina
wire beyond the seawall, around 0750k Cota led
forward a small group of men from Co. €, 116th
Infantry. They wacded through gall reeds and marsh
gras at the hase of the blufls, finally finding their
way up onto the bluffs themselves using the emin
o avoid the German machine-gun positions.
Ragged columns of troops followed, some being
it by sniper fire or wandering onto mines. Further
east along Dog Red beach, Col Canham led 4
similar eolumn from Cos, F and G, 116th Infantry
over the bluffs. Around 0810hrs the neighboring Sth Ranger Baualion
Bilew four gaps in the wire. They mde their way to the top of the bluffs by
00hs, parallel o Cot’s and Canham'’s growing bands. As the groups
reached the erest of the bluff, they began 10 coalesce nd out patrols.
A small group of Rangers under Licutemant Charles Parker set off for
Chitean de Vaumicel w carry out o mission at Pointe<du-Hoc,
Sometime afier 1000hrs, once enough troops had finally gathered, Cota
ordered Co. C, 116th niry and a platoon from Sth Rangers into the
sillage of Vierville while other elements of the 5th Rangers moved 10 the
southwest 1o cut the roads leading out of Vieralle,

The first attempt to climb the bluffs cast of the D-3 Les Moulins draw
failed. Major Sidney Bing| the 2nd Batalion ¢ ler, whose own
companies had been decimated by the bunkers in the Les Mouling draw,
wmied rallving the leaderless men of Co, F whe had landed in the first
wave. He led them in the capture of a house in the mouth of the D=3 Les
Monlins draw and then attempted to attack the WN66 strongpoint on the
eastern shoulder of the draw, However, the German defensive positions
were too strong and the Gls had w retreat w the protection of the house
and neighboring renches, mber of squads from Co. G had more
success on the blulfs east of Les Mouling draw by skinting behind the
gpoint. When the 3/1 16th RCT
e, it provided the momentum to v i
e were portions of three companies over the blulfs between
the D3 and E-1 driws. By late moming there were about 600 Gls over the
Bluffs advaneing southward. The scattered tnks fought a day-long batle

An Alr Foroe reconnaissance
aircratt provides a bird's-eys
view of Omaha Besch on O-Oay.
In the center is an LCIL} while ta
wither sido are LCTa. There is &
string of DUKW amphibious
trucks maving in cslumn ashore.
ONARA)







LANDINGS AT EASY RED BEACH, 0730wns (pages 56-57)
This boat section of assault troops from 151 Battalion,

barocka teams, & two-man flamethrower team, a five-man
demalition team, and the assistant boat team leader (a

16th Infantry huddie inside their LCVP as it
Easy Red beach around 0730hrs during the second wave of
landings. The tide has siready started lo tum, and some of
the beach obetructions 1) are alroady awash. A M4AT
modium tank (7 with the number 10 on i wading trunk can
be soen in the water to the left. The intended tactic for
these tanks was to remain in the waler with only the turrel
exposed, thersby protecting the hull from German snti-tank
gun firs, In the event, most tanks drove onte the beach.
Each LCVP carried one officar and 31 enlisted men. The
wlandard loading pattomn in the craft wers thrae men
abreast n 11 rows. The first two rows wers the boat team
boader, in this case a young llieutenant (3, and rifle team
armed with M1 Garand rifles. They were followed by &
four-man wire-cutting team. fwo BAR automatic weapons
tmars, & four-man B0mm mortar leam, two tweo-man

geant] in the rear. The of the lleutenant in the
fTrant of the craft proved disastrous in the initisl assault
waves, a8 50 many of the young leutenants wers the first
e killed when the remg want down, sxposing the craft
hold 1o German machine-gun fire. The green brassard (4] an
the rifleman in the center s a chemically impregnated pansl

and carried a gas mask. Rifles wers protected by a
plastic wrap (%), though some troops removed this befors
dissmbarking. Many of the landing craft were crowed by
the Coast Guard, one of whom (1 can be seon to the
right. (Howard Gerrard)



This Is @ view from the WNT1
strangpaint on the eastern side
af the D-1 Viervifle draw looking
sast tewarsds the neighboring 0-3
Les Mouling draw, The initial
penetration by General Cota and
the Sth Rangers took place ovar
tiis part of the bluff, (MK}

This view was taken from the
[umction of Easy Greon and Easy
Aed beaches al the base of the
biutfs to the east of the D-3 Les
Mouling draw. The draw s the
depression in the center of the
photo. This was the area whers
the 3rd Battalion, 116k bnfantry
staged their advance aver the
bautt. General Cota sdvanced
awer the bluffs on the other side
of the draw, seen lowards the
right side of this photo, (MHI

with the German beach for tions. Major Bingham later said that the
tanks of the 74%rd Tank Battalion had "saved the day. They shot the hell
out of the Germans and got the hiell shot out of them,”

In the I6th RCT sector o the east, Easy Red held om the most
MAAL tanks from the 7415t Tank Battalion
gap
ave and

here were a le

prommise sing
providing covering fire, and this area included the only 1
first in the second

through the obstacles, Company G came §
suffered 50 per cemt casualies before reaching the shingle, But in
contrast 1o the first wave, this company was still functional, Company H,
1ifith RCT landed Lae a litde her west and took heaviest casualties i
thuse boat sections landing nearest the E-1 draw, Three more companies







DOG RED BEACH, 0T 40wms (nages 6-61)
The 20k Division's assistant commander, Drigadier
General Morman “Dutch™ Cota (1), and the 116th Infantry
commander, Colonel Canham, landed on Deg White with the
sacond assault wave. They found the troops from the first
wavs leaderiess dus to the heavy losses amang afficers
‘and NCOs. Canham moved prodding his

116th Infantry trosps aleng Dog White ta move forward,
‘whils Cota headed sastward along Dog White and Dog Red.
‘Cota cajoled the troops, “Don’t die on the baaches, dis up
‘o the biull if you have to die. But get off the beaches or
you'ra sare to diel™ On mosting Captain John Rasen of the
5th Rangers neartsy, he uttersd the phrase that would go
down in Ranger logend “Wa're counting on you Rangers ta.
lead the way!™ Hore Cota ks seen talking o some scldiers
froem the 116th infantry (2], distinguished by the blue and
gray divisional insignia paimted on their helmets and worn a8
@ patch an the left shoulder above the rank insignia. To the
right are two soldiers from the Sth Rangers (3, evident from
the yellow rhomboid painted on the back of their helmats,
The 26th Division rifleman in the right of the scens can be
seon still wearing the alive greon anti-gas brassard (1) and
e 51l carries the chemical protective mask bag %) on his
chest, os doos the leutenant keft of Cota. The weapans of
many of the Gis had becomae fouled with sand or seawater

during the chaotic landings and the rifleman is attempting to
clean his using & toathbrush. On the ground to the right of
‘Cota is a ot of bangalore torpodoes Gl Thass wers tubas
Miled with high axplosive that would bo joined snd to snd,
and than pushed under wire obstructions. Once in place,
thay would be detanated to clear & path through the wire. A
heimet belonging to o membar of ane of the Enginssr
Special Drigades, with its distinetive croscant marking (7,
lios on the beach behind Cota. Around 07S0hrs, small
@roups of soldiers from Company C, 1st Battalion,

116th Infantry began moving through a gap In the seawall
towards the Biuff In an area cut of sight of the German
machine-gun teams. A private placed a bangalore torpedo

‘Bchwartz,

& wide gap. The first man trying ts run through the gap was
‘hit by the sniper and his aganioed cries demoralized the
‘trocps following. Realizing that the advance was faltoring,
‘Cota raced through the gap, sheuting back: “C'mont If an
old buzzard like me can do that 5o can you!™ The infantry,
with Cota at the kead, waded through tall reeds and marsh
arnss ot thas base of the bluffs, fnally finding their way to
the bluffs. It was the first advance off the beach in the
116th RCT sector. (Howard Gerrard)



The entrance te the D-3 Les
Mouling draw was dominated by
this selid house. It wos captured

the top of the draw, seen here In
the distance beyond the barbed
wire., (MARA}

from 1/116th Infintry landed between 0740 and 0800, followed by mwe
more fr 116th Infantry. By 0800hes there were elements of eight
imfantry col the area
where the gaps in the obstacles had been made between the E-1

n beach, mail

ries on Fox Gre

draws. Several defensive positions were ereated behind the protection of
shingle, and some light machine-guns and Ghmm were in action.
Company G be another wilvance through the mineficlds at the

aged 1o join Spalding’s group from
Co, i 1o follow but suffered heavy losses
after wandering into a minefield. These scattered units spent maost of the
morming advancing slowly southward and dealing with German snipers,
Strongpoint WNB4 was cleared around 1000hrs although a lome pillhox
at the head of the draw remained in € an control unl th

Further to the east, strongpo Gk was captured by C
(00hs the first of the defensive positions o fall. The con
3/116th RCT began to push further into the F-1 draw wwards the village
of Cabourg but were halted by the WNGS stron

The command post for the 16th RCT knded around 0520hrs on Easy
Red, along with the much-needed regimental medical section, Colonel
George Taslor gathered the banalion and company commanders wogether
and prodded them o get their troops off the beach, “Twn kinds of peaple
 staving on the beach, the dead and those who are going to die = now
Tet's get the hell aut of here!™ Taylor continued down the beach urging
the infantrymen forward, At 1100hrs Col. Taylor ordered the decimated
ank Bastalion to shift all of its tanks 10 attack the fortifications in the
E-8 Colleville draw, Three M4AT mnks entered the draw and wo were
knocked out in duels with the antiank g in the bunkers. Besicles the
tanks, the engineers’ D7 armored bulldozers were very active in tryng o
v their aacks.

and eventually
on the crest. Con

base of the bl

clear beach obstacles to assist the infantry




Beach was far less worrving than that on neighboring Gold Beach, where
British tanks had already comprehensively penetrated the defenses by
early morning. Since his division was committed 0 defending the
western side of Gold Beach as well as Omabia Beach, he decided o
commit his reserves to sien g the more dangerous British ady
At 0535hrs he asked perm ps HQ 1o shilt ;
Ramplgruppe Meyer to the castern sector against the British, with the
exception of the single battalion already promised for the repulse of the
American penetrations in front of Colleville, Corps headeguarters agreed
with this plan. Shortly after these decisions had been made the reports
From Beach began 1o give cause for concem as US troops
edd to penetrate over the bluffs, At 0915hs GRA16 reported thit
o WNGR and WNTO had been caprured. From east to west these
points siretched from the west shoulder of the E-1 5t Laurent
draw across 1o the west side of the D-3 Les Moulins draw, 1 only
WNTO had been abandoned due 1o the presence of Gen Coma's force,

on from Kampigruppe Mever due o make the counter-atack
towards Calleville had not yer retamed from bs dawn odvssey 1o the
west.

STALEMATE ON THE BEACH

Alth

agh the first penetrations of the German defensive line were well
by 0900hrs, the Operation Neptune plan was already hours
edule. The inability of the Gap Assault Teams o clear and
ch obsiructions had  caused
srned after 1800hrs. There were
for landing craft and those exits

considerable problems when the ¢
wo few safe approaches o the beac
that hael been cleared were soon wvehicles that could not
move off the beac 1 0850hrs the beachmaster ordered thar no
landing eraft with vehicles should land. Even the toopdaden LCT
d LCIs could find no
s ground 1o i g Ir. The senior commanders offshore did
ppreciate the sttus of the forces on the beach due 1o the loss of
os during the landings as well as the generally chaotic
on the beach, However, the evidence of heavy csualties and

-

not
S0 many
situagion




A5 the assault on Omaha Beach
ssomed ta stall in early moming,
Mavy destroyors came to the
rescue, maving perlicusty close
o shore to provide fire support.
This phota, taken from the
tattleship USS Toxas, shows one
of the destroyers firing at shore
targats on D-Day moming.
NARA)

The critical link betwesn the
army units ashore and the navy
destrayers were the Naval Shor
Fire Control Parties. One is seen
in oparation using an SCR-284
‘with hand-operated genarator
whie the soldier ta the right is
using an SCR-508 handic-talkle.
INARA)

burning equipment, evident even from offshore, allowed litde losuibi
that the landing was in jeopardy.

upport 1o the beleaguered troops, Around 0850hrs USS Mef

artived off Vierville and began pounding the D] Vierville draw as well
as the W 2] on Pointe-ci-Raz-de-la-Pe
inflicting so many casualties on Charlie and Dog
about 15 minutes of fire ane of the emplacements on the cliff fell
o the swa and the other exploded. Around 0950hes Adm Bryant
radioed the destrovers “Get on them men! Get on ther ey're rsing
hell with the men on the beach, and we can’t have any more of that! We




st stop b By 1 the Metook ook up ststions 4 mere 1,300 yards
n only three E
gets of opportunity. Staning

from shor

athoms of w

wl spent most of the day
el O800hes, USS Carnick
began 3 pass offsh reée towards Fox Red,
eventually approach With only inu
contact with shore firecontrol parties, the destrover v

g Al b

g within S00hels af sh

itteng

s close enough
that the officers watched where tanks and infantry were
responded with their own Sin. gunfire. Near the -2
a tank from the 74%d Tank Baalion began engaging tar
bluff and then the destr eliminated the target with wunfire
When Bingham's small dets appred in the howse at the
baser of the draw, the Carmick began smashing up the WNGS and WNGG
gpoints overlooking the deiw, USS Carmick wis soon joined by LSS
Dieyle, which spent mueh of 1 - shell the I3 Les Moulins draw
wrea. In one of the more funous incidents Adm Brvant ordered the USS
Emmons 1 climinate a German anillery spotter in the steeple of the
Colleville church, wppling the beliry with the 15th round, Sev

ing, and then

Lass Moulins draw,

ets on the

str

al ither

Whan th tide tusmed after
ACORrS the inbound LCIs had
difficult time Landing since few
marked channels through the
obstacies wore visible, After
milling arcund for much of
mid-moming, the LEis began
heading townrds shere around
1000hrs hoping to find gaps in

approaching Fox Green. Smoks
can b sean coming from a
house in the E-3 Colleville draw,
which the Oerman troeps of

Arsund 1100krs LCI-554 and
LCT-30 charged Fox Green beach
and successfully crashed
through the abstacies,
encouraging cther skippers to
follow suit. LCI-553 cama ashore.
almost im front of the WNG2
strongpoint on the westem
shoulder of the Collevitle draw.
But struck twa mines during the
appranch. It was later hit by
artiflory fire and was

on the beach. (MARA)



o One of Gerow's first messages 1o Bradley after arriving on the
e nh Later in the day was “Thank Caxd for the Navy

In spite of the beachmaster’s cancellation of any further vehicle
Bandings after 0830hrs, there was a dire need o reinforee the infantry
wshore, The next two regiments scheduled 115th RCT
from the 20th Division and the 18th RCT fr the 1s1 Division, These
nents were already onboard the lager LCILY “Elsies™ and
ving towards the heach wround 1000, very behind schedule, The
1 ESth RCT was supposed 1o kod around the D-3 Les Moulins draw, but
fire Trosm that area wis still so inense the binding s
wwards the E<1 St Lare
Cerman [

were (b

= was shified eastward

i draw. Not only was this

misde in this sector. Although there was some sporadic mortar fire d
the landings, the reg suffered relatively light casualties. The WNGS
sirongpoint on the western side of the dr aw hacl been mostly eliminated
¥ ]\'ld advanced over the blufl and anks and
destrover fire reduced W The 2/115th RCT had 1o cle
s i WING, ba by 1 l.l(hlus the E-1 5t Laurent draw had
s o result the 1st and
unced through the draow, while the
over the bluff behind the WNG strongpoint. The Eng
Brigade moved imo action with bulldogers around 12000 and the
Laurent driw became the single most important exit route from the
1 on D-Day,
wation for the 18th RCT proved somewhat more complicated,
Alhough a gap in the beach ol % had been made on the eastern
sicke of Easy Red beach, it was poorty marked and by late morning the
obstacles were completely submerged. The strongpoints around the E3
eville druw had still not been silenced. For neardy two hours the LCTs
w0 find clear channels 1o the

ramp. Two of the MAA1 tanks of
Company A, 7418t Tank Battalion
can be soen further down the
Basch. (MARA)
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beach, Finally, wround 1100hs the two young skippers on LOCT-50 and
LCES54 decided 1w wy w0 crash through the obstactions and they
headed in w Fox Green beach under a hail of gunfire. They began to
engrge the German gun pits with their own 20mm cannon and Sical
machine-guns and one of the nearby destrovers moved over o provide
fire support, Both erafi made it o the beach safely and disembarked
their troops. LOT-50 was so smashed up by gunfire that it h1d to. he
abandoned. LOLS5E managed 1o pull 2
a number of wounded at the same time, The example of these two crafi
convineed other LU skipper: make an attempt within moments
the shoreline was again sw: g with landing craft and the 18th RCT
was finally ashore, Casualties were relatively 1i sl total of 22 LOVPs,
two LOIs, and four LCTs were put out of action by beach obstacles while
carrving the 18th RUT ashore,

From the German perspective, the defense of Omaha Beach appeared
e be holding, Telephone connections 1o GRO16 were severed at hrs
and contact was intermittent through the day. At 1140hrs GR
that the E-1 St Laurent draw had been breached. However, Ge
attention was focused on neigh
rapiad advance of British ts there, A 12250 Bdth Corps agreed 1o
transfer the 3th Mobile Brigade w the landing arca o be committed
(‘]‘J[Xmll: Gold Bc ch. At 1235hes GR.T26 reported that Colleville had
ndds, which was only partly true, and
mc eastern sice of the E3 Colleville draw was occupied b
the morning Kraiss had receiv ed reports that
e strongpoints bid fallen o the Americins, w learm moments later
that in Eact they had not been Jost, their communications had simply been
et He was completely unaware of the penetrations around Vierville by the
11fih RCT. By lawe moming Kraiss concluded that the Allied plan was a
tworpronged attack on Bayeus with one arm of the assiult enanating our

are several vehicles incliding o
fow tanks from the 741st Tank
Battation. (NARA)



Latar waves of troops approach

of the St Laurent/ Colleville 3 the other out of the British secuor
Resources 1o blunt the attack wdcamps /Omaha Beach sector
were limited, He ordered the 14 Pejg 3800 Aust. M Marder I tank-
destrovers of his anti-mnk batalion forward as well as 7/GRA16, which was
stationed south of the beach near Trevieres. These forces converged on the
area behind the D3 Les Moulins draw around noon. In the secior south of
the St Lavrent and Colleville draws he alerted the 5/GRO16 0 move
forward from its barrs surrain and also directed the 11,
Kamplgruppe Mever to ¢ tack that had been de
by the difficultics in moving 1o the beach, By eardy af
believed that the simaton on Cmalia Be
1335hes he contacted 84l Corps with the news that the invading forces
hiad been thrown back into the sea exce but that his forces
were counterattacking there, This re ecd 1o Army Group B
sinl was one of the few bright spots in vie s circumstances on the
other Normandy beaches,

Although out of wuch with Kradss and b
i B v haolding defer 1a behi
leded the beach. The American

Counter

chjuariers,
the

16 were fir

Isluf inly along the road that p

infiliations a1 this time were not strong enough o overce
defenses and there w numerous skinmishes through the e
aftermoon,

The senior US commanders waiting anxiously on ships off the coast
were even more confused about the real situation than were the
lthough the sin in the late was
1g on board the ships

ie

German commanders.
acually improving on the beach, the
flected the despair of midmorming, Bradley dispatched an
by DUKW wowards the beach, who sent ba larming reponts of the
congestion, casualties, and disorder along the beach, concluding at
1130 that “Disaster lies ahead,” In fac, by e moming the sita
Omaha Beach was rapidly improving. The reinforcements from the
11 aned 18th RCTs, although slow in moving off the beach, solidified

WS ATV
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the four penetrations aver the du gunfire from the
destroyers was wreaking havoe with the German strongpoints and,
Furthermore, the Ge n gunners were running oot of
after the intense |
far from secure, the momentum was shifting in fvor of the

i of carlier in the morming. While the s

THE RANGERS AT POINTE-DU-HOC

The most Lated skinmish of the morning was fought by the three
col of the 2nd B under LitCol James Rudder that had been
sent o silence the guns on Pointe-du-Hoc, The rocky promontory had
been thoroughly pulverized by naval gunfine and bombers prior o the
mission, including G948 wns ambs in the early moming hours, The
assault force of abou 200 Rangers were loaded into wen Britsh LCAs
wted by several other craft. The mission began badly when the
erlogged LCA carrying the Co. D commandder sank in the assembly
along with a supply craft. The remainder of the f v led by a
motoraunch and escone v of British LCS
craft, set off for the objective e hoat beciame
L and led the fotilla towards Pointe cée o the
we Rudder realized the mistake and ordered
. The navigation error cost the Rangers about 40
haed 1o run a gauntler of fire from the cliffs. A DURW
an LUS were sunk by 20mm ¢

oe b
the flal
minutes and the

on fire, During the lull between
alt, the German
bunkers and

the pavi

made their way 1o the edge of the cliffs.
The nine LCAs landed along the eastern side of Pointedu-Hoc,
with the erews sening off the grappling rockets on wuchdoy

With vehicls landings on the
beach suspended in the later
part of the morming, the sarly
landings brought more
wohicles ashore. This bs &
contingent from 2nd Battalion,
A0th ACT landing on Easy Aed,
the main access area for moat of
the afiemeon of D-Day, On the
beach is an anti-tank company
with MZA1 hatf-tracks tovwing
STmm anti-tank guns. [MARA)



& seation from the 2nd Rangers
is seon boaded in the hold of
their LGA in Weymouth, England,
befors satting out across the
Channel for Peinte-du-Hoo. The
diamond-shaped Ranger insignls
can be seen on the back of
several holmets. Thers is & BAR
gunner to the laft and o bazooks
gunner to the far right. (NARA)

The preliminary naval
bambardment of Poiate-du-Hoc
collapsed a large section af the
sastorn cliff onto the beach. This
reduced the height that the
Rangers had to climb to reach
tha top of the promontory in this
aroa.

morming maval bombardment by the battleship USS Teeas had coused a
large stab of chilf to fall off, creating a 40t mound of spoil, This was both
4 blessing and a curse. It prevented the DUKWSs from deploving their
Bt nearly hall the height of the chifl could be climbed
or ladders. German troaps beggan appearing along the
Clifls as the Rangets Linded, firing small arms, and cansing
il

scaling Ladd

without 1o
edge of th
abour 15 casualties, The destrover Satterler came in elose 1o shore

swept the ¢l wp with fire, forcing the German garrison back into the
shell craters and bunkers, Within five minutes of landing, the first

T
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THE 2ND RANGERS AT POINTE-DU-HOC (pages 12-73)
‘Tha original plan for the Ranger landing at Pointe-du-Hoc
‘was 1o land two companies on the sast side of the ciiffs, and
one on the west side, Dus to ha delays caused by o

ol M

Aarsdind o the sast
ide, LCA-888 earrying & section from Company D landed
aleng the cliffs where the preparsiory naval bombardment
‘had collapsed a large slab of the reck-tace, creating a heap.
‘of spoil |1) about 40ft high. This 3podl and the shell craters
aleng the besch prevented the DUKW amphibious trucks
from placing their lsdders up sgainst the lift. But the spall
aligwed the Rangers from Company © to climb atmest hall
‘way up the cliff without the need for ropes or assault ladders
(71, The first ropes were launched over the edge of the cliff
issing rockol-propalied grappling hooks. Onoe the first fire

are continuing 1o climb the cliffs after the first tsams have
established n toohold above, Many of the Rangers, like the
fiest wave of sssault troops, wors the distinctive assault
lacket (1, best seen on the Beutenant st the lefl. The
Rangers at the right are wearing the distinctive insignia
o tha Rangsrs including the blue and yellow Ranger
rhamboid patch (4] on their left shoulder and yellow/orange
rhombold with the battalion number superimposed in
black (%) paimted on the rear of the M1 steel heimet. The
harizontal whits siripe on the back of the helmat 16 s o
standard US Army marking, indicating an NCO. Officers’
Mhelmets worn painted with a vertioal white stripe (7. The
British Commands (1) with the bandaged head is serving
as a Haisen with the Rangers for the mission. He is armed
with  Sten gun (1] and wears British battiedress with

‘teams had reached the top, they dropped
thown the eBiff 1o the troops below, in this scens, the Rangers.

‘the distingthy insdgnia (100 on his shoulder.
(Heward Gasrard)



A viow up the cliff shawing

climbod on D-Day, This
photograph was taken by & navy
photegrapher a few days aftor
the Landirgs. (MARA)

Rangers were on top of the chiffs. The v was a lunar landscap
of deep bamb and shell eraters that provided the Rangers with
cover.
time assembiing or communi
gers ascended the cliff, the survivors of the German gamison had
withdrawn into the surviving bunkers. Prior 1o the bombards
German garrison on Pointedu-Hoe consisted of about 125 troops of the
Tlith I i iti as the 85

nl the

sion ing the ;
rawn off the point three days before,

1 been some hints the night before the landing that #
ad learned that the guns had been withdrwn, V
Rangers reached the casemates they found that this was indeed the case.
The only “guns” on Pointe-du-Hoe were a number of
from timber. At least two signilicant concentrations of Gery
remained on the point for much of the moming, st dangerous
heing an antiaireraft position at the southwest col 4
an that resisted repeated Ranger avacks, Th
e tip of the point was defended by a handful of German troops ;
there were several small groups of German soldiers i the ruins of the
ition and woop bunkers, van stromgpoint on a ciff o the
with harassing fire for much of
morning until a British destrover spoued it and blasted it into the sea.

Small groups of Rangers gradually set out southward to secure the
point and about 50 men reached the highway by 0800hrs after a firefight
near two German defensive positions on the southern edge of the
base. Small patrols infiltrated south through the farm fields ooking for
the m r guns, A two-man patrol finally found them, completely
unguarded but ready to five, in an apple orchard in Criquevillecn-Bessin
about G00yels south of the batery positions, They were pointed towards
Utah beach, with ammunition at the ready. The fiest parol placed
thermite grenades in wo guns and smashed the sights, and her
damage was done when a second patrol arrived with more grenades. The
angers had accomplished thelr mission,

The other elements of the Provisional Ranger Group sl an sea
ned unaware of Rudder’s suceess, Although a message at 07250y
Rangers were the cliffs was acknowledged, a seconed message
at 0745 that the point had been taken was pot acknowledged. As a
result of Rudder's forve landing 40 minutes late, the vemainder of the
Prowisional Ranger Force assumed that the mission had failed and went
ashore with the 116th RCT a 0730hrs. This would pose a problem
to Rudder’s force as by 0830 it was bavely st company ngth and
i creasing amount of Cerman atte Abeist 6 Rangers
remained in and arcund the point, establishing i lightly defended skirmish
line near the southern edge of the battery positions. At the sime time
Ruceler sent out a number of small patrols, about a halfdozen me
o scout and clear out solated pockets of German troops who
withedrawn from the batery positions due w the bombardment.

The headquarters of the German 352ud In v Division knew
about the anack almost from the outser, bug the news was not particularly
alarming in view of the disturl vents elsewhere, Ar (805hs GRI1G
reported o divisional headguaners that o “weak foree” had penetated
imto Pointedu-Hoc and that a plitoon from 9/GR.T20 was being sent 1o
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LCA-B61 (Co. E, 2nd Ranger Battalion)
LCA-862 (Co. E, 2nd Ranger Battalion)
LCA-888 (Co. E, 2nd Ranger Battalion)
LCA-722 (Co. E, 2nd Ranger Battalion)
LCA-888 (Co. D, 2nd Ranger Battakion)
LCA-858 (Co. D, 2nd Ranger Battatian)
LCA-887 (Co. . 2nd Ranger Battalion)
LCA-884 (Co. F. 2nd Ranger Battalion)
LCA-B83 (Co. F. 2nd Ranger Battalion)
10 Co. E, 2nd Ranger Battalion

11 Co. F, 2nd Ranger Battalion

12 Co. D, 2nd Ranger Battalion

C- SRR W SRR

&. Patrols set out down the road to set up a defensive

perimeter and to locate the missing guns. 10. D300hws, 7 June approx. A third night attack comes out of an adjacent orchard and
everwhelms the thinly-held Ranger line, forcing the Ranger platoons to withdraw
back to the Pointe-du-Hoc defensive area.

ST PIERRE DU

4. Platoons from 1st Bn., 814th
Grenadier Regiment begin attacks on
the Ranger perimeter after dark. The

first two attacks come out of orchards
to south of Co. E positions around
midnight, and again at 0100hrs 7 June.

5. Rangers check out the gun casemates and rally behind
positions.

the German gun

1. 0710hrs. Rangers land along east side of

Polnte-du-Hoc. The area in front of LCA-888 has
a heap of spoil at the bottom of clitf, making the

ascent easier.

2. A small group of German
troops remain in the observation
bunker for most of the day.

4. A group of Rangers is captured oarly in
the morning while trying to silence the
antl-aircraft gun position.

AU GUAY

7. Tha missing 155mm guns and
ammunition are found behind a tree
line south of the battery.

. 1600fs approx. An attack by survivors of the 726th Grenadier Regiment
garrison of Pointe-du-Hoc nearly penetrates the Ranger positions, but Is
finally beaten off by 50mm mortar fire.

Gun casemate 4
Gun casemate 5
Gun casemate &
20mm anti-aircraft bunker (west)
20mm anti-aircraft bunker (sast)
Machine-gun position
Machine-gun position
20mm anti-alreraft gun bunker {south)
Mae 2
Machine-gun position
Survivors of 726th Grenadier Regiment
gamsan of Pointe du Hoc

of 15t Bn,, 914th
Ragimant,

3. The anti-aircraft gun bunker remains in German hands and is the main
source of resistance within the Pointe-du-Hoc battery.
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2ND RANGERS AT POINTE-DU-HOC

0710hrs 6 June-0300hrs 7 June 1944, viewed from the northwest showing the successful assault on
the Pointe du Hoc battery by Lieutenant Colonel James E. Rudder's 2nd Ranger Battalion. | 77




When the Rangers reached the
crest of Point du Hoc, they were

counter-attack. The German res
sive line south and east of the Pointe-du-Hoe fortifi
ant counterattack by 9/GRT20 cune out o Pierredu-Mont w
nstve line in the carly afternoon. Ivwas
repitlsed by rifle fire. sgerous ek bej
on the western edge of the defenses near th istircrafi pit. This amack
was finally broken up by the Ranger's sole surviving 60mm morir, The
ers knew nothing of the fate of the Rangers until the
& messige was passed via the Sattedee, which remained off
the point for most of the day providing fire support. The message was
simple and o the poi Located Pointe du How - mission accomplished

more d




The 2nd Rangers landing st
Pointe-gu-Hoe wore bed by
Lisutenant Colonel James
Fuddor. He is soen here at his.
cammand post at the edge of the
£Hift & fow days after the landing
with an EE-84 signal lamp bahind
i, which was used to
communicats with ships at sea
dus 1o the loss of most of the
units endios. (MHI

The 2nd Rangers take & break
near the unit headquariers on
Pointe-du-Hoe after & rolkel
eelumn from the 118th RCT had
reached them an D-Days2. Nete
the British Commando in the
Iowenr right af the photo. (MHI)

ers on Pointe-du-Hoo remained isolated for most of the day,
skanmed relief force from the 116th RCT and 5th Rangers
v time, At dusk around 2100hrs, a patrol of 23 soldicrs from
nt Charles Parker made their wiy
wip had been with the force thit had

The Ra
expecting |

arrive
A, Sth Rangers bed by L

» the defensive

e the

setrtion into Viervlle earlier in the day and, facing modest

ey gradually infiltrated through German defenses o Pointe-

In view of the lack of success of GR.726 in overcoming the Rangers,
At 1825 hrs Gen, Kraiss ordered 1/GRA14 w0 regain control of Pointe-du-
Hoc, Nightfall came | S0hes, and the R
line of about 85 soldiers stretched along a series of hedg

nger defensive
ows south of

-, around

T8



the bacery complex and the hamlet of Au Guay. German infaniry
kegan probing the definses shonly after davk and skirmishing began in
garnest around Ul00ks. A concerted German attack around 0300hrs
overwhelmed a portion of the defensive line, capruring 20 Rangevs. This
forced the Rangers in the cutlying positions uo withdraw back from the
orchards and inte the battery posliions hehind the voad. By dawn on
D+1 Rudder’s fovce had been reduced o %0 Rangers capable of bearing
arms and several dozen wottnded, Naval gunfive kept the 1/GRG14 ar
bay and in the afernoon a Janding craft finally amived with provisiona,
ammunition and a refief plawon, Bud throughow D+l the Rangees on
Poinee-du-Hoe could do litte mare than hold on for the relief force 10
arrive. During the nighe of D+1 a patrol from the relief force arvived, by
which time the 116cth RCT had reached $t Pierredu-Mont only 1.000yds
away. The relief of the Rangers a0 Folne-du-Hoco finglly came an e
moming of D42, spearhesded by wanks of the 743rd Tank Battalion.

CONSOLIDATING THE BEACHHEAD

The senior LS commanders did not have an acowate appreciation of the
sitution on the bech il well imo the afiermoen of D-Day. The fim
favarable reports by Caol Talley of the Forward Information Delacheneont
did not arrive it Ceronw’s ¥ Corpa HQ on the USRS Aneon unti] 122%hrs and
apoke vagucly of “men advancing up slopes” and “men believed o be ours
on shyline.™ At 13090y Talley arnt the First optimistic report back to the
ahipa: *Troopa formerly pinned down on beaches Easy Ked. Easy Green,
Fox Red advancimg up heights bebind heaches.”

Ax the sceand group al regiments landed in lute momming, the sitration
along the beach was shifling fram total chans to mere disorder. By noon
the Engineer Spedal Brigades had enough troops ashure o begin the
complicated task of preparing the heachbhead for subsequeny waves of
troogs and equipment Some significant portions of the beach, especially
in the Easy Red sector, were relatpely frew of small arms Are although sall
subjeet 1w cecasional monar and artillery fire. The beaches were livered
with the dead and wounded, smashed and burning equipment and a2
sgnificant teafic jam of moops and vehicles unable @ moeve off the beach,
Wone of the draws had been cleared sufficiently w permis waffic off the
brach and the woops moving inkand were all walking over the blulfs.

One of the engineers’ first tasks was 10 finish removing the beach
obstructions, High tide was argund 11Mhes and then the sca began to
recede, making it casier to ackle the obstacle problem. The areas along
the bluffa were sill heavily mined and these minefields had to be deared
v permit troops 1o safrly pass southward. The worsr beaches of the
moming had been Charlie and Dog Green to the west, Like the infaniry
landing there, the engineers had wken hery casualtes. By lave moming
C/1213t Engineers had landed along with bulldozers and explosives.
Berween 1200 and 13Khrs navy shore fireconuol partles directed four
salvocy from the bartkeshlp USS Teeas agginst surviving bunkers m the
D] Vierville drave Stunned by the barmage, about 30 surviving German
soldiers exited the buakers and sumendered. A few moments later Gen.
Cota walked down the draw from the other side vo iy 1 get mone wroops
moving to Vierville, AL 1400, 23 he wriched, the engineers breached che




Th first axit 1o bo oponed was
the E-1 5t Laurent draw, locally
known as the Rugquot valley. This
‘was the site of the first
penatration of the blutts in the
18th RCT seetor by Lisutenant
oroup towards the
right side ef this phato. Here
‘we ses a column of German
prisoners of war evacuating their
wounded 1 landing esaft ea the
shore for transit back to camps.
in the UK. The area under the
blimp was the site of the WHES
ntrongpoint. (MARA}

Baoached landing craft and debris
elog the shores of Fox Green
beach at the end of D-Day while
madical taams sat sbout the task
of recovering the dead and the
wounded, (NARA)

e road oV
v apen around 1800k aithough still subject w anillery
D4 Les Moulins drw remained th
and no progress was made until lae evening when it was dec
at 2000hrs, The E
strongpoints overcome in the momin
the many minefickds, filling in
obstructions and removing accumulated debris. Under continual sniper
fire, bulldozers plowed a new road wp the bluff west of the drw bw
1500hrs. The availabiliey of a road off the beach led the beachn
open Easy Red and Easy Green to vehicles again, the first DURWSs armving
around 1400k

The E-3 Colleville draw was strongly defended and the last pillbox

anti-tank wall there with a halfion of explosives. T
wis fi

most stubborn of the defenses
ed open
St Laurent deaw had been one of the first German

. but progress was slow in clearing

i-tank ditches, clearing barbed wire

SLeT

was nutsilenced by tnk fire untl 1630hes. The draw remained dangerous
through most of the o el for artillery fire, with
salvoes arriving every ar the

sl

RN as il wies re
) mimtes. Engineer work o ¢




obstructions at the front of the draw began around H00hes when antillery
fire shackened. Tanks began moving through the deaw around 01 on
I+, but whieeled vehicles did not use the exit until diwn. By the evening
of D-Day the engineers haed fully cleared 13 of the 16 gaps tha planners
el expected o be open afier the first wave landed. About 55 per cent of
the beach obstacles had been cleared as we

Efforts to Eand artillery on the beah for fire support proved frustrating.
The field antillery battalions sttached w0 the ity e
their 10Gmm howiteers on DUKW

ws bl

But these amphibious rucks
heavily loaded and in rough seas they began o ship water, All b one
of the DUKWS of the 111th Field Amllery Baualion (116th RET) sank,
The 7th Field Artillery Batalion (16th RCT) lost six an the way in and
the Temaining six were unable to End in mi

-morning due w the beach

Medical troatment for the
wounded on the beach improved
in the shemeon when sniper firo
slackened. Ald staticns were set
up near he seswall to provide o
Hittho cover, as artillory and
mortar rounds continued 1o band
well into the evening. (MARA)

Enginsers fram 5th Engineers:
Spocisl Brigade come ashore
from LCT-538 on Easy Red
wround 1130hrs. The engineers
had the distinctive crescent
marking on their helmats as
seen hare, The photegrapher
wha tock inis phato, Captain
Herman Wall of the 165th
Photograghic Company, was
mounded shortly after Uiy
picture was taken, (NARA)



Anti-tank ditches at the base of
the blufts wors also turned into.
add stations on the afternoon

Ona of the most valuable types
of yehicie on the beach in the
First fow hours of D-Day was the
B-7 armared bulldazer. These
ware used by the enginsers 1o
ciear beach sbstructions, fill In
anti-tank ditches and perform a
multitisde of other tasks, whilst
‘onstantly under fire., This ane i
seen In a Norman town a few
days after D-Day, INARA)

propelled howisens parti
aned had no more lock landing. Five of the LETs of th
Artillery Bamalion struck mimes or were sunk and thy
Artillery Batalion was unable 1o Thee Teh Fiehd /£ 1 wion plus
e L0%mm howiteer from the 11T Field Artillery Bavalion fired
wission froan the beach ar 16175 achine-gun
7 105mm seli-propelled howiters from the
rtillery Baualion finally made it ashore by 1830, bat
wtion on Dk, Se mm selfpropelled
howitzers of the 58th Armored Field Artillery Bavalion arrived in the
{ won sl were sent to support the ghting near In toual,
rtillery batsalions were eventually landed on [
i) howitzers and saw very litthe use,

s agaeinsg Gern,

ar Colleville, Six
rmored Fiekd
tor




THE BATTLES FOR THE VILLAGES

Through the af a series of skimmishes raged alt along the
coastal road, centered on the small sillages Yocaced behind the buffs. The
fiest of these w be wken wa Yiersdlle on the western side of Crmaha
Beach. The American contral of the Viemille secior remained precarious
throughow D-Day due o the exoemely heavy losses suffered by the
units landing on Charlie and Dog Green beaches and the diversion of the
reinforcing wine of the 115th BCT o beaches further cast, In addition,
the German $52nd Infantry Divison had an unbloodied regiment west
of P Razde-laPercée. A I from the Bth Ramgers and
VGth Infaney headed west out of Wierille around anon but were
stopped by German 4 i The inder of the Ranger
Eocce armived by Tate afiemoon but the 116th RCT commander, Col
Canham, decided aguing pushing on to Peinwe-du-Hoc thal day due
w the weakness of his force. This weas 2 realsdc wsessment  the
German forces opposie: \‘uemlle wrre the strongeat in any sector. Ta the
irnmeddiare south of Vie was the JUAGR.TIG, which wis reinfuceed
by elements of the #52umd hafunitry Division’s engimeer battalion and the
T/GRAG laxer in the day. To the west were two coropanies of GRT26and
a battalion of GRAI, reinforged laie in the day by a batialion from the
Al Mabile: Rrigade.

With the D-] Viervilke draw Ninally cleared by e sftermocn, the
surviving 17 tnks of the 745rd Tank Battalion meved fnto Vieralle fur
the nighe US tank lumes on [-May were 79 and if it had not been for the
Taur rewrn: anks landed later in the day, the 74151 Tank Batiation
would have been without tanks, Several of the disabled wnks were put
back intiy servies ewer the net fow days.

The advance tewards 54 Laurei i the censer had progressed more
shm]) even thonugh there were about fve battalions of US infaokry i the

iate area, The hedgy and cehareds made the area well suited for
dhefeanse arwl 1he: LS units were scatbicred aned uncoordinated, To deal wilh
the US attack, Kraiss ordered his demen 75mm Prjg 380t} Ausf. M Marder
T wnklesiropers forward 0 support Iocl counterattacks by the
T/GEU1E. The ank-destroyers were spoued by naval ohsenation aircraft
and punmneled by naal gunfire well south of the beach, Their attack came
v an end before reaching LS lines, The two companies of 3/116¢h Infaney
fought 1 number of skitmishes with the newly amived 7/CR916 and tizir
advance slowed 85 a resub. Tn additior, stongpoint WNGT covered the
chrams where the road From the beach intersccted the consal road.
Unknown 1o the 3/116th Ifamry, the 2/115th Infantry was advancing
southward along whe castern side of 5t Lavrent and spent mast of the
afternoon skirmishing with German roops inside the vllage. The area way
hit by a naval barrage around dusk, which halted the US attack. Around
1700hrs four MaAl @nks from the T4ls Tank Bavelion were ordered
shraugh the E-1 St Laurent draw to reinforce the atack on whe village but
not finding the infanury, they formed 2 defensive Tine on the easiem side of
the village. By this dine 1/115th Infanury had bypassed 5t Laurent and
brdded down in the fiedds south of the vllage. The 2/ 115h Infaniry joinsd
sthem there by nightfall. The tanks finally linked up with some scattered
infantry units, and conducted @ few milssions with the infanuy w clear out
ilpers and machinegun ness shorty before nighfall,




Anmough few fleid artillery
Battarion ware able to take parl
= the fighting en D-Day, the
st Chamical Weapans
Battalion landed on O-Oay
mrninng, omed with 4.2in.
mertars. It was split betwoen
e 15th and 118th ACTs and
pewvided the only shore-based

Sampany A, 741t Tank Battalion
peovided the 18th RCT with

mwrmireg of D-Day. This tank,
A-13 “Adeline I", was hit on the
mar bogie by a BOmm anti-tank
e during fighting against the

e wait the beach, It was later
mcoverad by the battalion's T2
Ak rcovery vohicks and is sosn
{Swing towad through Colleville
iter D-Day for repair, (NARA)

Scattered  platoons from the 16th Infantry
began the fighting for Colleville in mid-morning.
Around noon the US forces had coalesced into
a foree of about 150 men and began moving
into the western side of the village. While this
was taking place, elements of the 11/GRAO15
Kamplgruppe M appeared on the scene
hegan o reinforce the German positions around
Colleville, Company G, 16th Infanury was forced
arrival of 2/18th
was the counter-

anto the defensive until the
Infantry around 15000 T
attack ordered by Kraiss eardier in the mormning bug
led to push back
the US penetration as plinned. Further American
15 halted when na

it was ot w

1l organized and §

penetration into the village
gunfire hit the village in the lae afie
2/18th Infantry made its south of Colleville,
while the three undersrength batalions of the

posots, The

16t Infantry were deployed in o band along
the coastal highway southwest of Colleville, The
situation in this area was extremely confused, as
nat only were the US units facing e
11/ GR.A15, but numerous small groups of Cerman troops w
wh and humping into
h, the small village of Le Garde
Hamenn was tken early in the day and occupied by 3/ 16th Infanery,
When the third regiment of the Ist Infantry Division began amiving
Bater in the day one of its battalions, 1/26th Infanery, was sent through

artacks by

retreating

from the defensive works near the bea petrods,

O the eastern side of the be




the F-l draw
itz

the ar
Calley

el bivouacked n

1ol Cabasur
=t over the blull west of the

while the other twi
3 Colleville draw o secure

between the Ist and 29th Divisions between St Laurent and

ABOVE US troops spant the naxt
fow days after D-Day chearing up
isolated pockets of German

troops and snipers in the
‘countrrside around the beach.
This soidier's choice of &
surrender flag was maybe not
the best, but seams to have
worked! (NARA)

ABOVE, LEFT Reinforcements.
continued to arrive through
D-Day and this platoon is seen
moving through & mine-cleard
lane west of the E-1 St Laurent
draw. The enginesrs marked
lanes with white taps as seon
hero. (MARA)



= 13 June 1844, The painted

Imsigaia on his helmot entifies
B s belonging to one of the

Engineer Spocial Brigades.

FIGHT Deg White basch Is
Wtered with shattored vahicles
et craft ot low tide on the
wwaring of 8 June 1644, The M4
fank, C-13 “Cansslass” is from
©s. €, T43rd Tank Battalion and
‘wan disabled on the beach after
lsaing n track. Goneral Cota
led the breakthrough in the
116th RCT sector acrons the
its in this area earfior in the
marning. IARA)

OMAHA BEACH IN
RETROSPECT

=5 v the end of D-Day, the US Army had a fiom oehold on Omakba

% Beach, clinging 10 a ragged line about a mile inland from the
I . This fell Ear sk of the plan bu view of the serious
timation of German strength, a signilicant accomplishment. A
total of abowt 34,200 woops landed at Cmaha Beach on D-Day. In spite
of the large numbers of troops landed much of this force was still
mgregated on or near the beach at the end of the day. The assault
nel weak 1o

[
forces south of the beach wer
ke a push forward until the
not expected the landings at Omaha Beach to be di

po seanered, disconnected

commanders
ul T
action would come when the Gemmans launched a vdolent counte
within o day or two of the I
be more costly than expected, but the G
vialized

Pre 5 casualties for D-Day will never be acour
V Corps history places the total at 1190 for the 1sth
for the 20th Disision and 411 for V Corps troops for a toal of 2574
OF these, 64 were killed, 331 missing and 1,349 wounded, No breakdown
ble by rank, but from written reports the csn
combat leaders = the voung
had been disproportionately high. Th
e

xt day. The senior L

s, T the event, the landings proved to
wk never

determined.
miry Division,

s s amongst the
jors, citpadns, liewte: il sergeants -
Ist Division kuer reduced their
chually located] ane o of abont
2 (001 army casualties is the gene aceepted figure for Omaha Beach on
DDy This ¢ = of all the other beaches combined,
There has been i tendency 10 exaggerate these bosses in recent years,

cisualty figures as the missing

eded the casu

87
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To stiffon the Normandy
dstonses, Remmel had prossed
‘stmolote WWI fleld guns into
service including German TTmm
puns re-bored to TSmm and
Caoch Shods T8.2mm guns. Oid
o0 not, these weapons were very
#factive againal exposed
Intantry on the benches bolow.
This particulsr Gne has taken
divact hit, probably frem a tank
0, o the right side of its
splinter shinld, which has alse
IBicwn off one of the whaels,
NARRY

especially inview of the difficulty of the assignment.
As dreadful as they were it should b
that the US Army suffered an ave
casualties a day during the
July 1844, Whiat marked out Chn
Tater Normandy fighting was the high level of loses
amongg the first assault waves in such a short period
of time. Yet the Dloodleting should not obscur
the fact that Hiter’s vaunted Adantic Wall had
withstood the Allied onslaught for less than a d
The sacrifice at Omaha was the foundition for th
forthcoming liberation of France.

The reasons for the high casualties are not
difficult 1w identify, Omaha Beach was much mor
heavily defended than any other brach and i high
bluffs posed a much more substantial defensive obstacle than the relatively
flat beaches elewhere, A classified wartime British study noted o
three beaches in the Britih /Canadian secior were defended by an
of nine antignk guns per beach compared 1o 30 antiank and ficld
guns at Or , four mortars per beach compared to six at Omaha and
21 machineguns compared 1o 85 a1 Omaha, In additon Omaha was
subjected b wtillery baualions, compared 1o a batalion o
fess at most of the other beaches. Finally, the preparatory bombardment of
Ohnahia Beach was shorter than those at the neighboring British/Canadian
aches, in some cases by as much as an hour, as the Omaha linding wok
due 1o tidal varkations.

Although the initial bomber awack on Omaha Beach had been a
Eailure, th Allied air forees over Normandy an D-Day had
been extremely of important consequence of Allied air
superiority over the beach was that it gave free rein w Allied bombers
n reserves from the beachbead.
Movement by any tpe of mowrized tansport became difficule o
impossible. The US Eighth Air Foree conducted 1,729 hewy bombser
missions on DDay and IX Bomber Command added a further 823
medinm bomber atacks for a combined wial of 5,037 wns of bombs
delivered. The Eighth Air Force conducted |880 fighter sorties on D-Day
anid the Ninth Air Foree a further 2,063 fighter-bomb it
Tl wimanee of the US Navy at Omaha Beach bad been
ne Rowal Navy erews of the Linding

remembered
ge of 1,200

and fighterbombers 1o solate Genr

T

exemplary. The US Nawy, Coast Guar
eraft huud contended with fearso Ities through the day and had
landed the force in the face of int e. When the Endings appeared
falter, the young destrover skippers skillfully maneuvered in shallow
ater 1o bring their vital firepower 10 bear on the Genman for
These actions helped i the tide of the DADay fighting and Omaha
Beach was a combine s battle in the fullest sense of the werm,

The Ger perspective at the end of D-Day was far more pessimistic
than in the afternoon when it appeared that the invasion had bee
thwarted on Omaha. General Kraiss retained | hope of ste
the Allied forces unless substant rrived. Casu
D-Day haed not been: particularly high compared with 1
But his artillery was out of ammunition, his unies were thinly
spread and no units remained in reserve, He was primarily concerned

fications,

inforcements




about the breakithrough by British armor in the neighborng Gold
Beach sector next w0 Omahia. The counteramck by Kunplgruppe
Mever near Bazenville during the afternoon and evening of DDy had
been decisively smashed by the British, Obersteumant Meyer had been
Killeed 2 s reduced to less than 100 cffectives. This
consumed the S4th Corps reserve except for the 30th Mobile Brigade,

his three batts

which wis being led in piecemeal o cover gaps in the line, Kraiss did not
hiave a firm

Mtion
i rmast of the forward sirongpoints, and his lorees along the
the stragglers

e of the status of Omaha Beach since ¢o

received  contradictory stories fro

defensive ch appeared 10 be holding, which

was far better than could be said for the siation on either side of
Chnaha Beach. The following day, he sent his operations officer o the
surviving WNTB sirongpoint on Pointe-et-Razde-la-Percée, The wip
ook five hows instead the wsual 30 minutes dise 1w Allied aircrafi.
Oberstlentmant Frite Ziegel The view from WNT6 will
i in my memory forever. The sea was like a picture from the Kiel
review of the Gerr Ships of all sors nestled close together on
the beach, and echeloned ansea in depth. And the entive concentration
nedd there intact without any real interference from the German
I clearly understood the mood of the German soldier who was
s for the Luftwalfe. That the Ges 1 soldiers fought here hard
5, aneel remains, a wonder

The Luftwaile, bantered by months of Allied air action, plaved
praciically no role in - fighting. The commander of Luftboe 3,
Generalfeldmarschall Hugo Sperrle, did vor asthorize the “Impending
Danger West™ signal until mid-moming on 6 June 18944, even though his
reconnaissance wireraft had spotted the Allied fleets before dawn. As a

o later wrote:

vem

andd stubbornly

resuly, the many fighter wnis that had been moved inkmnad woavoid Adlied

fighter sweeps did not returm to the forward fickds near the Channel wiil

Tha hosdguarters of the German
352nd Infantry Division got the
first clear glimpse of the

Ziegeimann
reached o strongpoint sl in
Gorman hands on the Pointe-et-

The scans he saw wis
something ke this, although this
wow is fram the sastern side of
the buasch. (HARA)



the evening of D-Day. The anly Lefrwaffe sircrafi over the beaches on
DDy were a puir of Fwl®0 fom Eugdgeschwader 26 Ted by the
squadron commander, Ctherstlr Jesef "Pips™ Priller, which wok of from
Litle around {800hes and made a fast pass over the Mormandy beaches
before landing, oue of fuel, ar Creil. The unis near the coast were able
1o launch only about 100 dindight sorties on D-Day of which 70 had been
by fighiers. The Luftwaffe fighters claimed 24 Aliied pireeafi, hut boa
15 figheers in the process. One attempted raid on the beaches by a dozen
Jui5 bombers led w the endre force being shol down. The Lufiwafe
aetnped to redeem ivelf with & concerted night attack by the bombers
and lorpedo-bambets of Fliegerkons TX, b few of the 173 sommies
wianaged o reach the Allied fleets due to Allied nightfighters and anti-
aircraft fire. The Kriegsmarine had even bess effect on the knadings ud iz
warships and coastal aréllery plaped no role whatsoever al Cmaha Beach,

The reacvion by higher German cornmands on DeDay was 1erative
and indecisive. There was the belief through most of the day thal the
Normandy landlags were a diversion, ard niol the maim invasion, Hitler
was reluctant o commit the Panzer reserves and insisied thal the
landings be ¢mushed with local resowices. This indeckion would linger
through much of June. Rommel began moving the Panzer divisions
under hiz coneol agains the Altied beaches, bul inene of 1his lurce was
dirccted against Omaha Brach. Mor did the Panzers hawe a decisive
impact onee deploved pver the next few days, Mol onby was i difficult o
monve the Panzer divisions forward duc to air atack bur the area of
coanal farmiand behind the beaches, known as the bosage, was broken
up by thick hedges and consiricted by a peor road nemork thar mude
maneyver |mpossible, The bautes im Normandy, cepecially in the
American sectors, would be an infanuy haule.

The US V Corps gradually expanded the Dmaha beachhead. finally
reaching the Aure River and the D-Day objectives twn days Jave. The 3520
Infancry Division continued to offer 260 resistance bu the advanlage
s clcnrl}l ahifiing 1 the growing American Iurm On % June ¥V Corps

hed its fimst offensive out of the beachh a division aack
that pushed 12 miles Inland and seized the d.nmmatmg termain at the
Cerisy forest. On 12 June the amack was resomed and the Lhah and Omaha
beachheads jolned, by seiring Carentan, By 15 June ¥ Corps had pushed
20 mikes beyond the beachhead, linking with buth Ltiah aad Gokd beaches
an cither flank, [ the aeighboring Utah Beach seceor Goltins” V11 Corps
Faced far less formidahle detensey and reached the wapon of Cherbourg
an 20 june. But the Germame had demolished the harhor facilies,
rendering it & hollaw victory. Over the nen seven weeks the Allies would
light 2 bigter baule for it borage and the city of Caen, before finally
breaking out of I dy during Operation Cobra' o the It week of
July.

A 500 Campaign B Crwaran Gt (Bad — Sntancud b sbswmincy




THE BATTLEFIELD
TODAY

ue o their dramatic history the Normandy
ches b
stiraction, with

‘¢ become a popular tourist

ny preserved arti

The
very picturesque and Normandy s ace
fro annel ports oe Paris. The area
th o the road
the coast. There
5 arientation maps
along the bhes fthough it is a good idea o
abtain one of the many guidebooks available o
ificance of many of the

Beuer appreciate the sig
locations, A good map is essential, as some of the
n be ¢ overlooked. In
e privately owned and
The Landing

nore significant site

SOIE dreas W
N Lourisks are not weloom
areas at Omaha Beach stretch for about 7,000vds
{3miles/Skm) so the beach can be visited on foot
in one depending on the amount «
spent at the many sites. The neighboring I}-l}.n
heaches in easy reach by car so if time
is limited, e s wseful w determine
which sites are of special interest. Some of the
wseums located near the ol hes are
dicated 1o the D-Day landings in gen anid
should not be soked. For readers interested in uniforms and
military equipment, many of these contain an interesting display of
preserved antifaces. For e . the private "Musee Souws-Maring™ at
Commes contains one of the DD tanks recovered from offibore along
1 other equipment sunk on D-Day,

One of the most impressive sites is Pointe-du-Hoe, which remains
lithe changed from 1944, still pockmarked with bomb craters. The site
has become overgrown with grass and weeds over the vears, bt the
s of the devastation there in 1944 B still obwious. Most of the
concrete bunkers remain, cleaned up a bitand the debris removed. The
view over the eliff is a vivid reminder of the courage of the Rangers.
Hoc is separated from the main landing beaches by the
Razde-la-Percée promontory and so is best reached by car
ter visiting the landing beaches. It is readily accessible from
coastal road {D.514),

Probably the best known of the sites at Omalia Beach is the US military
tery locatedd on the blufls near St Laorent, and most ceremonics
dedicated to the US forces on D-Day have been held here, More than 9,000

i advance

T be

o

Pointe-d)

rnie

before o

The toll of war. A temporary
arave for one of the Rangers
killed on Pointe-du-Hoc was
croated amongst the litter of
war. [MARA}



maving up the blufl near the E-1
Bt Laurent draw on the morning
o 8 June 1044, (MHI}

Gls e buried in the cemetery, mostly from the fighting aft
the row upan row of markers stand as a very tangible reminder of the cost
of the Normandy campaign. There are numerous memorials located along
and abeve the beach dedicated 10 units which waok part in the D-Day
landings or during later fighting in Frnge.

The beach itself has seen many changes from 1944, since Normandy
remains a popular seaside atraction in France. Most of the smaller beach
obstructions have long since been cleaned away, although there are
remains of the Mulberry harbor near the Vierdlle draw. e the
Vierville draw was the primary route from the Mulberry harbor r.-ﬂ the
heach, it was heavily reworked h\ US engineers in 1944, and 5o bex
resemblance 1o the defensive position of June 1944, The »
memorial was placed on the | on of the 75
T2 stromgpoint. Some of the other draws
to the beach and so remain closer 1o their :mg,mal L
conerete cuemates located in the draws are sill in place, some of them
dedicated as monuments 1o the fighting. The anti-ank gun casemate of
the WNES strongpoint shewn in one of the photos has been preserved,
Many of the bunkers and ather shore fonifications have been removed or
altered over the years, For example, none of the Panzerstelfung wrreted
tank bunkers are still preserved, and other bunkers have been sealed
up, Casual wurises should not wander into bunkers at Omaha Beach or
elsewhere along the Normandy coast, except for thase clearly intended
for tourist visits. Many have ammunition subvbasements at the bottom of
the access stairs that present a serious hagzard to the unwary as the doors.
have often been removed or roted away,
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D-Day 1944 (1)

Omaha Beach

The D-Day landings of & June
1944 were the largest amphibious
military operation ever mounted.
The greatest armada the world
had ever seen was assembled

to transport the Allied invasion
force across the Channel and
open the long-awalted second
front against Hitler's Third Reich.
Of the landings on the five
assault beaches, Omaha Beach
was the only one ever in doubt,
‘Within moments of the first
wave landing, a third of the
assault troops were casualties,
Yet by the end of D-Day the
Atlantic Wall had been breached
and the US Army's V Corps was
firmly entrenched on French soil.
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