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INTRODUCTION !'l

Tln- Cerman invasion of Poland on | September 1938 signalled
the commencement of the Second Wo War. The oucome of
he campaign was a foregone conclusion. It pitted the newly
modermised anmy of Europe’s greatess trial power against the
ler srmy of s impoverished castern neighbour, To further tip the
scitles, Germany hied entered a pace with the Sovier Union before the
start of the campaign, with the Red Army invading Poland two weeks
after the start of the man attack. Polish strategy hinged on the entry
of France and Brimin ino the war, but this provided no solace when the

French army re el secure behind the Mg line,

Even if the oucome of the Polish nowas predict lhlt-. its
mature was not. The 19389 campai 1 the first o
of @ new sple of warfire, poj cd “Blitzkricg’. The Genman

armed forces blended the tactical lessans of the First World War with
the new technaologies of armoured vehicles, combar airerait and radio
communications o create o desastating new form of combined=arms
wirfare, The German swssault was spearheaded by Panzer divisions
whose firepower and shock was further amplified by the wse of Suika
dive-bombers, The Polish army of 1999 was not as backward as is often
el s stubborn defence gave the Germans the occasion
example the Bara counteroffensive. The German
not perfected its nov - and German casualties were
relatively heavy for such a short ¢ The Polish campaign proved
al leming expenience for the Wehrmacht. It uncovered the
ngs in German training and doctrine, and made it possible for
the ¥ chit to perfect Bl rieg prior o its greatest challenge - the
assault on France in 1940,

[ a single image imates the popular perception of the Polish
campaign of 1959, it is the scene of Polish cavalry bravely charging the
Panzers with their lances. Like many other details of the campaign, it
is a myth that was created by German wartime w and
perpetiated by sloppy scholarship. Yer such myths b been
embraced by the Poles themselves as symbols of their
achieving a culuiral peso ¢ in spite of their |
worical record.




The most snduring myth of the
1930 campaign has been the tale
of Polish covalry charges against
German Panzers. Here, a Polish
lancor regiment conducts
sxercises prior to the outbreak of
the war. The Lance had beon

training. (Pitsudski Institute)

ORIGINS OF THE
CAMPAIGN

ither's vise 1o power in Germany in the 19505 was nonrished by
Ciermany's deep sense of humiliation fe=at in the First
Warlal War sh seitlement terms imposed by the Allies
and the loss of former Ge
el Poland wis binerdy resented. These
ted by the Nazis i their nse o power, Tensions were

ter her o

hee b

Fman territory in the east i the new sties of

LTINS WeT

Crechostovakia
pl
urther ampli
resurgence of the Gemman nati

ellectively o

el by the

1srew of Nowd racial ideology tha linked the

1with the violent seizure of e

(lving space) from the sulvh Slavs on Germany's castern fronticr

Having rejected the demilitirisation of the German armed forees

soon after taking power, by the late 19306 Hitler was ready 1o 1
Cermany's growing military might o further his political ambitions, In
September 1938, he presured France and Brimin o acquiesce 1w his
seivnre of the Sudetenland (the border areas of Coechoslovakia with
the highest proportion of German population). The appeaseiment of
Germany an the Munich conference in 1938 served as o catalss 10 the
ensuing war, It comvinced Hiter thin France and Britin were led by
timid men who could be bluffed and bullied into further terrorse
concessions. I similarly comvineed Stalin that France and Britain woulkd
e of custceniral
e 1o reach s own

met back their commitments to the security of the

Evrope so, therelore, the Sovier Union would ha
accord with Germany. As was the case with Germany, Russia had Tost
rerritory in the wake of the First World War 10 the new states of easi-




Animosity betwesn Poland and
ermany pre-dated the Hitler
period, There was bitter fighting
Between Pollsh and German
parsmilitary farmations frem

1918 1o 1922 over contral of the
border areas of Sikesia and
Pomerania, which had mived
Garman and Polish populations.
The matter was settied by
pletiscitos in 1922, but Germany
remained aggrieved over the loss
of major citios like Posen
(Poznan. This picture shows &
Palish intaniry unit during the
1822 fighting in Pomarania.

4. Janiky

hmuul:

dinmetrically ..mm-..l. the state fnterests of :,um.m .md the Sonviet
Union comverged in 14,
The Munich concessions were hailed by the British prime minister of

the thme, Neville Chamberlain, as offering “peace inour time’, bun by
early 19349 the leaders of both Briain and France began o recognise
thar Hitler's werritorial demands were insatiable. Insiead of soliening

Paris and London into making further concessions, the Munich crsis

g of Anglo-French resolve o finally confront the N
3 March 1939 when
el formed

n further deterioraed on

n troops seized the remainder of the Caeeh T
puppet Slovak state

In late March 1989, Hider informed the leaders of the German
armed forees thar the “Polish question’ would have to be solved by
military meins, Hitder used the lingering resentment over Gern

al losses 1o Pobusiel in 181832 s the pretext for war. The most
vest of

sigmificant irritant was the seperation of East Prussia from the
o by the formes Gemsa feriory known as the Pome
corridor, n addition, e SO Gesman Baltic port of Danzig had been
converted 1o ‘e eyt Ty both Poland and Germany,
The Germuns chafed I gl the eastern areas «
serania and Stes el ceded 1o Poland in the carly
19208 after 2 bigEes | Albedsponsored plebise
o
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b population, there were
as Poenan

s, Poland's strate i pk aes Dl b
ances with France, Paris | tempted w0 cr Tegic
g of allicd stnes in cast-central Europe as a bulwark agains

nan o Soviet expansion, By the 1930, tln- “intle entente’ was falling

A

v responded negatively 1o the n diplomatic moves of

suming quite rightly that they were merely prete
aggrandisement at Poland’s expense. Aler the
- Warsaw was concerned]
wst Poland in
af s wesie

Taruel 1o Giermmany in 1

that Germany would atenipt similar diplomatic tetics g
arridor, 1
I influence was on the w

il s
the region, and
), the British government announced is g
. inchuding maintaining the stnos quo of Dangig,
1 Union hawl been excluded from these disoussions, |
able Polish Fear thar any Soviet military
iom would be tinsamount o eventsal occupation
il nee were interested in involang Moscow
ition, they coulid not overcome Warsaw's
e Soviet aims i the region. As a result of
cesses in 1938 and 1%
nil weakness of France and Britain,
a possibile treaty with Germany, St
the region. and so long as Ge T [0 Seiee Lerritery,
eled o Tallow suit, Much of 1 F ol Poband had be
der Russian control from the partigons of the 1t cenmry un
1 the sigy
region provided i
I in

am eflort o gain control of th

rerritorics, Fre
March
Polish sec

The
dise 1o the unders
mtervention in the re
Althengl both Br
in an ami-German
suspicions ahout lory

miee

German diplom;
varil

and the apparemt
in began o consider
o territorial smbdthons

the
Stalin was interest

pretext for ter
mulml of other former s

pares
sidlor i Moscow
4 possibile trean.
The announcement on 25 August 1959 by foreign ministers Ribbentrop
and  Molotiw that Ger v oand the Soviet had signed o
paression pact stunmed e world, since few believed that these two
erstwhile ideological adversaries would ever join forces. For both Hi
A Stalin it was a temporary marriage of convenience as would become
apparent two summers later,

The Ribbentrop-Molotoy pact gwve Hitler the green Tight for the
twasion of Polamd. Hitler was convineed that he. and he alome, was the
genuine representanive of the will of the German people and, therefore,
est suited o rally the mation for war. He was comvinced that the

Adoll Hitler was the primary
architect of the plan to go to
war with Poland. The senior
leadorship was tar moro hesitant
about the plans for war, righity




e weak
anel indecisive, The ultimare contest would be with the victors of the
First World War, France and Britain, but before that conflict the
Wehrmacht had 1o prove itsell in bande, Poland presented an ideal

Pi ity sinee its unfs strittegic position between Germany
andl the Sovier Union ensured its destenction. On 235 August 1939, Hider
addressed the manders of the German armed forces and outlined
his objectives in the war with Poland, The date for invasion was initially
set as 26 Angust 19349, v esitated when Britain pledged m v
suppont 1o Poland. Lastminuie diplomatic efforts were put in motion w0
further diseredic the Polish government in world opinion by portraying
the legitimacy of the German demands and the obstinacy of the Poles,
A border violation was cooked up o provide an excose for invasion,
While these diplomatic shenanigans were taking place, the German
commanders warned Hitler thi their forees could not be indefinitely
umping-oft points without losing the nent of surprise,
S0 Avgust 1959, Hitler ordened the invasion 1o begin the

[ulhmng k.



CHRONOLOGY

1938
29 Septomber Erfisn and Franice agroe fo Gerrran demands Ihat Crechosiovakia cede

the Sudetaniand ot the Munich conferanca,
1=T October German troopa cotupy 1he Sudeteniand in Crachosiovaks

1939

16 March Gerrnan anyy mvades 1he remanaes of Czechosiovakio, O0CuDes
Bohermin-Morava and eventually allows Siovilkia o form pupget state

22 March Garmany s port of M from Lithusna

25 March Hrlar oroers start of prepanations fn invade Pokand

March Polah ey begins partial mobisstion in responss bo German diglomatic pressuns
o cads Pomernan comidor and aow tetum of Danag 1o Gormany

31 March Bilish oo its guiranos of Poish secuily, inchudng
maintnineng the status quo of Denzig

My Pt and Fronch goenainl sinf! hald meetings in France, during which
placiges migor céenaive aganst Germany two weaks atber an imvasion

23 August Gorman frmgn mnster Fisbenire and Saviet torign minister Molotoy.
announce German-Scodel non-agaresson pact; which inciudes secret clouses
agroaing 10 thas demeniberment of Poland

24 August Britain gres witlen assurances 10 Poland in the event of war with Gemany

26 August Hiier plannod to start war today, bt postpones tha attack i wake of Britsh
SECUrty INNOLICEMEN '

1 Septomber VWar begns at 04000 with trieshin Sch folstor fring ol
Polsh garrisen on Wasteplatis near Dariy

2 Septomber German advances out of East Prussia sore Army Modin 10 withdraw 1o
WVistula kree

3 September France and Briain doclam war on Germarny

5 September Putrkow ks, and the gateway 10 Warsaw i opened 10 German Panzen:
it envening, Armeess Lod, Krakonw, Prusy and Poznan cidesd to bagin ot
beting tha Vistuln

7 September Garman tanks mach outskits of Warsaw, but ans theown back in imense
st fighting, Marshal Ryot-Smigly decides to shift baacdgquaen fom Wilssae to
Brzeac-nac-Bugam

8 Soptember Ay Peoman iurchos eountée-altack siong the Bizurn Aiver, catching the
Gierman Bih Aermwy & oo

15 Army Geoup Mo northern outskiny of Wirsow, sign
TERes

18 Soptember Poiish fores slong the Bau sublected to massvn rilery and ar atack,
reeraal (o Warsaw cedand that &

17 September Fed Ay beging 10 -

1



19 September Anmy Krikow Bempti o bradak out owords
Listetsks

21 September Last unty rm Bum countir-offenanve finaly

6 October Battiegroup under Gananl Franctszok Fisobony surmendens afer o four-dey
Dathe cund Kock: lnst magor Polisty und in the feid



Fieid Marshal Withelm Keoitel was.
appointed head of the OKW in
1838, Although he had hopes to
establish the OKW as a unified
command ovor all srmed forces,
Gosring's important role with the
Luftwatle Bmited the ameunt of
cantrol the OKW could exeraise
ver the alr arm, (NARA}

OPPOSING
COMMANDERS

GERMAN COMMANDERS

he choice between peace 1 war was clearly down 10 Adolf
Hitler. The Fiilirer usirped the control of grand strategy from the
German High Command {OKH) even before the war began, He
forced the resignation of the chief of the general salf, Ludwik Beck, in
August 1938, when his lack of confidence in H s belligerent schemes
hevame: apparent. While few generls were opposed o war against a
waditional encmy like Pol; v leadership of the Wehrmacht
Witk enthusiastic for the ng that it would precipiate
ers at the time

le

1, the se
ampaign, fe
awar with France and Britain. Most
thought that the Welirmachn was not vet ready for war with the Western
18 gave him greater eredibilin

i military b

Hitler's success at Munich

o
But mistrust remained besween the Fihrer and the senior leadership
through 1939, The generals’ ambivalence towards Hitler's war plans
winlel later be theown in their faces afier the spectacular victory over
France in 1940, which would alwo help create the mystigue of Higer's
i genius for war,

wer in the war, Hiter would take a more direct role in the conduer
of German operations. In the case of the Polish campaign he played &
leader, leaving the planning
for the fighting up to the officer corps, Germany™s military leadership
was well respected for is professionalism and maining, In spite of
shibitions in the Versailles reaty, Hans von Seeckn reestablished a
milestine general stafl sssiem in 1920, Most of the se
14934 had foughe in the First World War and were handpicked by Se
e serve in the rump Reichswelir after the war, The limitaions imposed
ler the Versailles weary did not deter the Reichswehr
applving the
Tessons of the recent conflict o the likelv shape of future wars, The

more tesditional vole as supreme palitics

studies wer As losers in
the Bist conflict, the Germans had fewer sacred cows o deli
Fhe Reichswehr and the Wehrmacht m

wry leaders, especially at the aperational

- miore ngorons than elsewhere in Europe

ged o institationalise the

development of superior mil

aned pactic

I level of war The professional focus of German officer

o e comprehension and even disd,
al issues, which led
a strategic level, These shoricomings were

waining le
il ol
logistics
first year of the conflict, bt they would have important repercussions

a far weaker appre

Eater in the war

The senior ranks of the anmy were
¢ rejoiced at his avid support of the milizary, his rejection
1]

bivalent wwards Hitler, On the

e banl, th
of the restrictions of the Versailles treary and his rejovenation ¢

13



ABOVE Fiakd Marshal Waltar von
Brauchitsch was commander-in-
ehilaf of the German army during
Itn most apectacular victorios of
1930-41. Ho was relived of
command by Hitler in Decombsor
1941 after the campaign in the
Soviet Union had bogged down,
NARA)

FIGHT, TOF Generaloberst Frans
Halder hoaded the general staff
during the Polish campaign, but
datogated much of the work on
the attack plan ta his
subordinates. MARA}

FIGHT, BOTTOM Generaloberst

centrad role in the developmant
of the Case White plan, but alss

Lherman nati

wal pride. O the other hund, most were from aristocnatic
familics with litional conservative uthoritardan polities andd,
thevefore, disdainful of the Nagi upstarts and their radical views, Hitler,

that

the former corporal, atie
[F
some halEhearted schemes for o conservative army coup agamst Hitler;
but the lible s Seeckt had nstalled in the olfic
the state wis their honour, Younger officers

stedd 1o wsurp aspects of war plannin
nbor milieary. There were even

| presvinnsy been the preserve of ih

= WETE DEVET €7

1 Corps

the belief thai ¢ iene

were more attuncd o Hider's schemes, all the mome so s Geonany

seoreed victory after victory in the ke 0 at linthe or no cost. Hitler
m, manipulit

officers in the senior stadl positions, He

proved o be an able polinie

1 thee senior leadership of

the army by installing pliabl
also ensured the lovalty of his fickd commanders by exploiting their

setne of duty 1o Germany. The erises of 1938 led w considerable turmaoil
in the ranks of the senior anmy leaders.

Prior 1o the outhreak of war, Hitler abalished ihe old War Minisiry and

assumed the position of communder in chicl. The Oberkommndo der
Wehrmacht (OKW), the armed forees high command, replaced the war
ministry. The head of the ORW was Wilhelm Keitel. Like so many other
senior German stall oflicers in the Second World War, Reivel had been an
artillery officer in the First World War i
time when artillery wis the dominant

branch of service. After being wounded
i 1904, his abilities broaght bim 1o the
atention of the general safl, on which he

sepved  for the remainder of the war
Reinel

placed th
Werner von Bloniber

formey
n 14

personal scandal that Jed w his

ovwnifall, Rettel's new position wis Lugely
administrative and his quest for @ unified
command of the armed €5 Never
Lufk
s of ome of Hitler's

whesced, as contr

remained in the b

cromies, Hermann Goering

Reitel was ably served by Alfred Jodl,
chief of the operations office. Jodl, like
Keitel, bl served in the arillery in the
First World War, and his abilities Jed o
clandestine

liis appointment w1

general swafl after the war, He rose

army,  anl

quickly in the interwar
assured his post on the ORW staff after

his predeces Muax von Veibahn,

suffered a nervous breakdown during
the Austrian annexation i 1958 As war
approached, Jodl ,nu’uqnnl 1 secure a
dhivisional commanid, b a 1939
he was brought back 8 ljw OEW by
Keitel. Nevertheles, the Re planming
for the Polish operation (iR ahe s,
not the ORW.




ABTVE Generaloborst Fodor von
Bock commanded the other
major fiedd farmation of the
Wehrmacht in the 1939
camgaign, Army Groun Herth,
which was responsitie for
sealing the Pomeranian corrider
e attacking Warsaw from East
Prussia. [NARA)

ABOVE RIGHT Genersl Johannes

Biaskowits commanded the

Tanith Army during the campaign,
ehild”.

wiobonce and lack of discipline
ot 85 units in Poland, which
inolated him from Hitler's inner
iroie as the army became
Masified during the war, (NARA)

The army’s commander in chiel
(Oberkommando des Heeres, ORH) was
Feldma I Walter von Brauchitsch.
Silestan aristocrat who
flicer in the Fist World War and
ived the Tron Cross, Although not an
id Nazi, he was indebied 10 the Naa
w financially and for keeping secret
the more sordid aspects of his messy
divorce and remarriage, Suitably com-
promised, e o
Hitler’s plans even of he had person
choubis aboan their wisdom, The chief of
the general stafl was Generaloberst
Franz Halder, whe had replaced Ludwik Beck in the midst of the Ceech
crisis in 1958, Under Hider, the genceral stall no longer had the
influence it had during the days of Molike and Schlieffen in Germany's
two previous wars. Halder, who rchist and a prach
C Prissian general with linle personal

served as g

i mion,

astian, was anothes

o with some

vazis, such as

re
Erich von Manstein, would have bee
haed encountered difficulties worki ith Manstein in the past and
comvineed Halder o accept, Onee der ook up his
assignment with enthusiasm and brought wgether a superb team under
oherst Cerd von Budstedt 1o plan the Polish operation.

el of the German army in the Polish campaign was splis
berween Army Groups Northoand South. GenObst Gerd von Rundstedt,
who helped plan the campaign. commanded the larger of the two
Forces, Army Group South, with Generalleutnant Erich von Mansiein as
his chiel of safl. Ru from an arisie i Frussian
military famly, Bad a distinguished career during the First Workd War,
n indantry company commander to corps chiel of siafl. His
kit ensured lim a position in

aff

‘rnee, fecling that a more ardent supporter of 1l
1 bener choice. But Brauchitsch

liis st

elsteelt, who wa

vising from
service under the influential Hans von $
the interwar army. Rundsteds Licked interest in polin

5. but his

shills catapulted him into senior command positions hoth uneder (he
Weimar Republic and Hitler's Third Reich.
A Goromp North was commanded by Generaloberst Fedor von

Bock, whose ¢
ih

Roth en wisre sumong
nelcies by Seeckt
stall.

-

v hal priraillels o Rundsiedt”
five voung staft majors advanced 1o leutenant-<
in Oerober 1920 w0 form the core of the new elindestine gene
Vom Bock also enjoved a brlliant career through the interw
testamnent 1o Seeckt’s judgement. A thivd of the young majors, Ritter von
Leeb. communded Army Group West, which controlled forces facing
France during the Polish campaign,

POLISH COMMANDERS

The singular influence on Poland’s commanders was the legacy of Josef
Pilsudski, the leader of Poland annl his death in 1935, Pilsadski we

15
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ABOVE Marshal Eduard

FIGHT Canersl Stefan Dab-
Biernacki commanded the main
sirategic reserve, Army Prusy, in
the opening weeks of the
campasgn. He was then swasgred
to command the ill-fated
Morthern Fromt. Ho had
commanded the 131 Division of
Pisudshl's Lagion during the
wars fus independence of
191720, (4. danik)

Woctalist politician whose el
hisel

Lenin's brother for revolutionary activities

bwothier
el o the Russian gallows alongside

againet the Tar. An the owmbeeak of the
First World War, Pilsudski antempied w0
entce the Avstro-Hungaran govermment
o support the  formation of  Polish
military v

s 1o fight the Russians

Comwernesd oner separatist natkonalism in
the empire, the Austrians showed linke

athaslasin and threw Pilsudsks in prison
Pant Pilsusckski's Legion attracted a score of

il young nationalists, many of whom

would later become keyv militoy leaders
Ihe collapse of the Russion and Aunsine

e ot o an

Hungartan cmplires and Caermany's defeat permite
independent Polish stane 123 vears after i b
Pekghbsours.

wel by its

ail Jast been partiti

Land’s independence, alih 1 sanctioned by the Western

pewers, hael 10 be secured by force of amms. The most serious of thes

conflicts was the war between Polad and Bolshevik Russia in 1919-20,

Pilsudski's inspired leadership during the war both as o national
fgurehead and military commander bed most Pok ared liim as the
et the war,
1 ol many,
in democry came o a
f power. Pilsudski be
abool from the dav-to-dy workings of the

wavi

w ol the nation, Pilssdbski withdrew from public life

though he remmained influental in ammy affais. To the rel
emiburrassing exper

halt b 1026 with Pilsasdski's bloodles seleme

Polanel's Traethons J

une

the power behind the throne

governement, bt i control of important aspects of political life. His death
1 Ryeke-
and talented 2

in 1935 Jedt the conntry adnif, as his successon, General Edw

Siniggly, wa ilbprepuaeed 10 B the dioes of so chg

LT

leader.

B new Polish army of the 1920 had i be created from seraich

Those wdficens with militry expericnce had served in three dif
armies: Geerman, Austr
different milivary traditions and raining. As o resul

lungarian and Tsarist Russian, all with

of their long
traalition of nationalist uprising, lew Poles were usted in senic

command positions in the impetial anmies. A cadre of officers had been
trained in France in 1918,
with the legions had informal traind
sl Pilsudski was generally successful in
g these disparate strands into

olficer corps. With France
nd’s principal ally in the 1920s,
w Polish stall officers received their
advanced training in Freoch academies.
Stall academies were established in
W w based on the French model, and
this Das often left milldey historians
with the exsion that Polish defence

i, However, this

the Pulish experient




was completely different from the ireneh fighting in 1914-18. While the
French military culre. siressed the need for I

Polish tion, strongly influenced by Pilsudski !mnwll. siress
improvisation, By 1939 the Polish army developed @ compete
gen I and the French ataché deemed that their war planming wis
very professional, indeed ‘almost French’,

Marshal Edward Rydz-Smigly | General Inspecworate of the
Armed Forces (GISZ). whi el by Pilsudski in the Lae
19208 10 control the armed forces instead of th neral staff. Ryde-
Smigly i v forces prior to the First World
adl he headed the clandestine military forces afier Pilsucdski was
. He was one of Pilsudski's most mlented and trasted fiekd
L Wil (in the summer
and Kiew (in Ukraine in

of 141, Dunaberg (in Lanvia
1940, During the defence of ol against the Bolshevi e,
Pilsuelski entrusted R\llr Smigh with the defence of Warsaw and the
later campaigy hantlefield successes and his close polit
on with Pilsudski ensured him a prominens place in the posty

stuekski selected Bim as his successor largely due 1o his appare

and hie began 1o cast himsell ds 4 supreme leader in both palin
the enormity of Poland's predics
itical and miligry realms,

Poland bl w number of capabile generabs in bt the politicisation
of the army in thee 19305 ad the cult of amateurism and nnpﬂm
vl from Pilsudski ledl 10 el and contol.

campaign had armyml
o control the + the nine major ﬁ:lw
commanders reporied back directly to Rydz-Smigly.
poor communication links berween Warsw ¢
ensured delavs in decision-making, and the Polish command svstem coubd
ot eopwe

RED ARMY COMMANDERS

The Redd Avmy was sall in

state of shock from Stalin's purges when it
! wing ligquidated much of

the sen wias at @ Joss to Al key
pomit veral of the surivors, ||n|||d||||,' Georgi Zhukov, were in thy
Far East ar the time, engaged in coml [apanese at kin

. One of IIu- st surviving members of Stalin’s military cirele from

o
Bvelorussian front was led by an mexperienced and lackhstre corps
commander, M.P. Kovalev, The same situation was repeated through the
Tower levels of the force with divisionul commanders assigned o corps.
bl giments and so on. = only advanta
the Polish o ed o the Red Army wis 10 help ides
more skilled young con Idmﬂhhﬂ‘l so precipiiously risel

the ranks due w lelun i.m-: a hero of §

wias g these
-

1 cil

puir
sing stars ﬂf“‘




18

OPPOSING PLANS

arly German studies of milimry actions agains Poland included
E B g o the Pomeranian corvidor

and Dunrig, and a fullscale campaign, World reaction 1o the
absarption of the Crech L \Imh 1930 and the my pariial
e of Dansig unlikely. As
ng a fullscale invasion
med Case Whine (Fell. Weissh, Poland’s precarious
fied the process. With Slovakia a German puppet,
German armed  forces. could  anack Poland  from  three sides.
Furthermore, Poland had few natural defences. The country’s name
stems from the Skivic word for fields, and most of the western portion of
the cotntry was flat Farmband, The only naral obarcti
Carpathian mountain ch between Poland and Slovakia,
tended as a major e of operations,

Due 1 concern over the possible reaction of the Western powers,
the primary aim of the Geman Plannem was o casure an e mely
ruction of the Polish army so that forces could be shifie
defend against French action. As a e the objective
cnvelopment and destruction of the Polish army west of
1 Narew rivers, in o classic Prossion encirclement. A
twinepineer movement from Prussia and Silesia was intended 1o
emvelope the bulk of Polish forces in western Poland. The heavies
concentration of foroes was with Rundstedi’s Army o South, The
mair blow woulbd be strick from Silesia towards the north-east, aimed
Warsaw. Rundsted's main concern was the Eighth Army, which would
cover the northern Nank agains Polish forces in Pomerania, This army
wans relatively weak, many of the divisions were new, and s had no
march or combar training. A secondary blow would be directed out of
the former Ceech termitories and Slovakia o deal with Polish {orces in
Calicia,

The task of Army Group North was more challenging because of the
| mission of Bock's forces would be to push across
Tink East Prussia with the rest of Germany,
Omie forces were in place, Army Group North would push southward
towards Warsaw, Bock's tisk wis complicated by the terrain along the
Prussian fromtier, which was more wooded and chumered hy water
obwiacles than Rundsted
adirect assault on Warsaw { 1
Vistula, Bock wanie e conld
wravel down the east side of the Vistuka 1o cut &
might atempt to escape. His request was in
elidd ot want major forces o become entas
T 1o be shifted back 1o the front with F

geography




Mobilisation and deplovment of the Webrmiacht Tad
e concealed so as not o compromise Ger aliplomatie
vimed at isolating Poland.
it began on 26 June with

Borts in lte Avgust, which we
ol the deploymes
transfer of mine iy divisions o the east. The
s, involving 13 divisions, bey

T NS,
phvment, which involved the Birst magor transpornt of
e by the

e first s

v oon 3 August

“ast P, wais dlisgudsed as a mano
st Prisssian st Army Corps and the annual Tannenbery
welchration, which in 19389 happened 10 be the 25th
miversary of the First World War victory. The next wine of
st and fnvolvedd all those

obilisanon began on 19 A
Mormations that were sy days or m
rbly areis on the Polish frontier. Simee the original
plan called for o 1o 26 Augue, all
the major formations were in place by 25 August,

German intelligenee on Polish disposic

away from their

start of the op

5 Wil [
ghis wis in pan due 10 German weaknesses in intelligence
slish

gathering, but also due w0 the comaction that tf
gy could be readily defeated. These intelligence

shorcomings had little consequence in 19389, bt would become more
punifest in 1941 following the invasion ol the
i early 19349, the Polish general sl began 1o e
studies about & potential war with Germany in light of new inelligence
dnformation about its powerful neighbour. Like many small nations,
Polund devoted a great deal of efforn to ingell o athering aned hacd
Higence network.
the G n Enigma tactical codling system,

el brok
German addition of
o of 1930 cut off this means of intellig
ess, the Poles had a good appreciation of German tace
tioms anad a clear underss @ ol the
codenamed Plan 2 {Zachod = West) was submitted in carly
ol

mathe ent o the svst

e athering

v German plan. A new

(e plan estimated that Germany could molilise

ns, of which about 70 would be committed

110 divasionesized
iminially against Poland hefore being shifted o the west, Plan 2
reformulated after the seizare of the Crech lands o
carlier 1936 war plan and the first draft of Plan £ asswmed th
Ceerman thrast would come from Pomerinia striking to the south-cast,

The revised plan ¢
now more likelv be from Silesia stiking
were held with the French general st
1ol i German attack. Although the Poles lefi France
ek against

el 1en e
ch. Th

the main

srrectly recognised than the main effort would
v the north-cast, In May 19349,
I 1o discuss joint

aiscissic

actions in the ev

convinced that the French army would Bnch a major
thin two weeks of an
I staft hawl no
39, W gen

Ciermany involving between 55 and 38 divisions »
A, i fact Gamelin and the French gene
detailed plan for sueh an operation. ndeed, on 31 May
directive changed the scope of the offensi
but the Poles were never informed of this change. The Fre
that the Pales could hold out for three or four months, more than
enough time for a proper operation 1o be prepared. The illusory Polish

atck on Pol,

Haider and Brauchitsch discuss
the Case White pian. The plan
reflected the traditional Prussian
style of grand envelopment.
(NARA}




The French chief of staf,
Gonersl Maurice Gamelin,
obsarves Polish wargames
during & visit in the 1930s.
The Polish minister for military
attairs, General Tadeuse
Kasproycki is on Gamelin's left.
In spite of their impartant
millitary thos, France had litthe
influence on Polish war planming.
4. Janik)

wh attack in the west
ming in 19349,

comwiction that there would be an immediate Fre

lav at the heart of o

Poles” strategic pl

The Poles exa

e
French army’s Caeneral Maxime Wevgand, was 1o
line along the Biebre, Narew,
ted Polish op

el two broad strategic options for defons
first, prosmaned by th
rely on the old Russian forifcaic

ional dloctrine,
: grouping would notoverextend the limited Polish
force structire of 30 divisions, Tts main problem was politic
lish army would have 1o be fully mobilised and
wed, sinee the majority of Polish troops had 1w be called up from
line. It was the

Vistula, and San river lines. This line

simce such o defens

a plan 1o succeed, the P
ile
the more populons provinces west of this d
presumption of Plan & thar Germany wonld serike before mobilisa
conled be fully implemented; tis being th muich of the e
py wonld be lost before they could reach their mobilisation

IR

st

ol the

undermined

riant facior th

areis east of the river line. The other imy

support for this option was ihe recent examples of Genman milisoy and

ehiplomatic action. There was considerable concern that iF Poland's

defences were sitated so Far eastward, the Germans would simply seize
the

and Silesia unopposed, just s th

i
el I

Poland was

vian corridor as well as the western provinces of Pom
v had taken the Sudete
Germany did so, it would create the impression 1
therehy under g British and
ke joint military action against Germany. The
Palish govermment was unequivocally opposed o any plan that could
Teadd 10 a vepeat of Crechy

The second plan wis 1o position Polish troops well forward of e
river line e
w0 1 days

e

unwilling o Gight i s own defenc

French commitments o

s uncontested demise,

ar the western frontier, 1ewais presuimed that i would ake 12
Tully mabilis the west
in the imitial phiase of the operation would serve to shield the mobilisation
o forces in the most populous seetions of western Poland. This was
cspecially eritical as Poland was an ethnically diverss coumtre and only
about 60 per cent of the population was Polish, The Polish jpopulation
20 | was most heavily concentrted o the west, whille the sSstemn provinces

j—

the wrmy, so the defence m borders




were heavily Byelorussian and Ukrainian, Since the army relied
recruits dravn from the Polish provinces, this was a vital concern,
lditiom, & stromyg defence of the western region would ohlige
0 honour their con nis 1o declare war on
any, The Polish planners were wstons about the
prospects for the small Polish iy against the much Beger and betier
equipped German armmy, The Poles” only hope was 10 prolong the
delence long enough for Franee and Britain o mobilise and surike
Germany in the west,

The resulting plan placed the balk of Polish forces in westem Poland,
Teis o tctic that has been widely misinterprered in many hiswories of the
i ncar, statie defence of the frontier an the model of the

pFe On

10 permit a grdual withdrw:
avoiding decisive Batthe, Polish de
the experience of the 1920 war witl
manoeivre. BydaSmigh's inte 1 was 10wl
and o avoid decisive west of the Vistul
here were several major Saws in the plan, The disposition of the
forces foreed the ik ons o cover sectors far bevond thiat
deemed prudent in Pol tical doctrine. As a result, the forward
divisions were never able to effectively stow the German advance without
e g deeply engaged destroved by the larger and more
powerful German forces, Inaddition, the plan seriously imides ate
the pace of fght umgll the Poles planned 1o \arﬂge a
manocwe, they £ e the impact s
hael wpon the Web The low d
ivisions ensured the on ol the
tions, and once a penetration occurred, the
capabiliy o exploin their achieve
quickly than the Poles conld react,
The Poles were not the only nation o underestimite the potes
piseed warfare and, since the Palish campaign was
the Polish aetitude was unsurprising. Like most
v had been misled by the lessons of the
vil War, in which tanks and airevaft had been used in
stgnificant numbers without affecting the pace of modern combat.

The Polish predicament was that the aver defence option, while
ily sound, failed to adidress Poland's political and s
The forward defens while addressing Poland's pol
and sirategic concems, wis mili unsonnd. Poland wis in 4 hopeless
situation when facing its move powerful western peighbour. The situa
became even more grim in Tate August with the announcement of the
Molotov—-Ribbenrop agreement. The Polish government was umware of
the secret invision protocols of the non-aggression. pact
uniclear whether the Soviet U 3
of w war between Poland and Germany, Given the pancity of Toro
available 1o the Polish army, there was no shift in liwp:mlum( as a result
of the pact and the castern borders remained anprotected except for
token border lorces.

v :I 10 prodong th
wive conceprs were Tased |
Russia. which had been o war of
wothe army eastwand

21



OPPOSING ARMIES

he Weehinm,
i both g
e due 1o the enomous economic disparity between the two

1 enjoved numerous whaintages over the Polish army
bty e quantity, G

1 superioriy was in no simall

st
countries. Although Poland devoted aosignificant share of its g
product 1o the
Germamy's. In the period 193538, Germany had defence budges wotalli
about $24 bl of §
g the same period, The differences were mose noticeable in

s national

armed forces, its defence expenditure was dwarfed by

;30 times greater than Polane’s expendit

anilicon
the technieal branches of the service, such as the air foree and nany

In terms of peacetime strength, the German army was more thian
sonit GO st comparee 1o about
al

51 divisions and a wartime force of

three times the size of the Polish
S0, T shilization poten
ater, with an active force of
divisions, Poland was able w muster only 50 divisions, though

aly

of G v wits also conside

ctically another 15 reserve divisions could eventally be deploved

protracted conflict
The Wedir
aunved Teft wnits with Jess or
the i army grouges deploved 57 i
o motorised infantry divisions, four fight divisions, six. Paneer divisions,
me and oty
Army

it commitied s best divisions o the Polish campaign
kg anal equipment facing thee French, In waal,

iy livisions. one mountain division

a cavalry brigade and a varien of border units, geng
amilitary  format W the invasion of Pol
North had a ol of G500 peronnel camarked, with o further
A6, 00 allocared 1w the

e pewerful Avmy Group South,




e extont of Gorman
mctariaation has often been
ssaggerated. Horses were sl
S primary means of
sansportation for most infantry
Wwisions, like this team pulling a
Flmm infantry gun. (HARA)

Tha most overlooked Innovation
= the German reforms of the
1930% was the widespread
spelication of radio to command
sl control, Radic enabiled
Fanzer Lnits to co-ordinate thelr
stionn with nelghbouring units
and their supporting arms,
=king combined arms wartare
sossible, This is a Befehispanasr
W, based an the PrKpiw, Il
medium tank. (MARA}

As of 1 September, the
divistons, three reserve infantry divisions, eight cavalry brj

sk aremy b deploved 23 regular infantey
des, three

mountain brigades, and one motorised brigade as well as some border

troops and other p itary formations, In terms of combat power, the

Wehrmachs ficlded the S8 infantry batalions

qquivatlent of gainst 376
on the Polish side, This was a force rio of 151 m the German Gvour
overall, though if assessing the force ratios only along the major avenues
o fiekd

guns compeared with Perlamel's

of asck, the Wehrmacht enjoved a 251 force advantage.
o 580

of 2.8:1 overall and 4.4:1 along the main

artillery, the Wehrmacht deploy
2,065 for a for

avenues of atack. The ce disparities were greatest in armoured

forces, with the Wehrmacht deplo 511 tanks e Poland's 615, for

an advaniage of 4.1:1 overall and 8.:2:1 along the main avenues of atack
Thiese the German strength
advantages, since many Polish formations were only partially mobilised

numerical « sarisons underestimal

while German units were on war I

g At the outser of the cammpaign,

The most obwvious qualitiive dispanty beoween the two forces was in
the greater mechanisation of the Welinmaehin, Germany had Tormed six
clivisi while: Pol
fielded only a single m
brigade. The G
World War had been slow 1o adopt
tanks, bt the of Allied 1ank
formations  in the 1918 ¢
eonvinced  mi
the necd (o embrace  this new
technology, During Seey
Redchswehr in the 1920k, extensive

Panzer divisions and four lig el

sns starting in 1935

nised

an army in the First

German officers of

kt's refors of

experimentation was carried oot with
mechanised o

jons, even though
Germany was ot allowed tanks under
the terms of the Versailles weary. The
project was continued by Seeckt's
the 1

successors, and durin



AROVE The German tank force
‘was still heavily dependent an
light, machine-gun armed tanks
Mke this PeKptw I, seen here on
a moka-filled strest in Warsaw
in late Soptomber 1939, It was
the mast comman tank in
Gorman use in 1839, with some
1,445 in sorvice, The PzKphw |
proved 1o be a disappointmaent in
‘combat and they were withdrawn
from service as quickly as
possible. (NARA)

ABC GHT Armoured cars
warn an inespansive altsmative
to tanks for Feconnalsssnce
operations and were used in
large numbers in 1930 with over
1,000 in ssrvice. However, their
mobility was restrictod by the
Boor sand conditions in tho east
#nd tracked vehicies inereasingly
fook their place as the war
dragged on. This is an SdKfe 222
armed with & 20mm sutomatic
eannon, followed by & maching-
gun armed SaKte 221, Thoss
vahicles were used in the
reconnalssance battalion of light,
motorised infantry and Panzer
divisions. [MARA)

manocuvres, @ motorsed cvalry corps was deploved. Even the

sance. When German
Iready

infantey experimented with motorised reconn
under Hitler, th
chanisation

remiliterisation began in 149
bewn established for hurther

Inc
ol its &

aroudwork b

ntEest o many other armibes, the Wehrmacht comminted none
nk b 1o separate batalions for
Instead. armoured ahocates like

tren;

infantry supporg
Heing Guderian insisted thar the
Panszers should be concentrited into divisions with their own combat

mission. Guderian argued thin these formations. lad the power 1o
overcome enemy infaniry defences on their own by shock and
firepower. Once the enemy's main line of resistance had been
penetrated. their mobilie would allow them o rapidly exploit the
penetration by either enveloping the enemy from the rear in i pincer

movement with neighbouring Paneer units, or racing deep e enemy

territory 1o attack key command and supply nodes, These views were

writicised b some older Garm netals, won

it they prersonal
approval of Adolf Hitler, The Panzer divisions were part of a by
effort w adopt combined arms acties and they were actally mised
Formations

aeler

tanks. motorised infantry and motorised arillery
per dlivise

power of a P

m came Eroan s ability 1o exploit the virn
all three

arms of service o accomplish the mission, One of the
dlivision's beast apprec

ated advant

s wirs its extensive deplovment of
and realised the n

rinclios wer

rawelios. Gouelerian wis a signals office 1 for radlios 1o

edinate Fastamoving mobile Form

s, A critical

ations, since they guve the varous

imgredient in combined arms o

formuations the ability 1o communicate with each other and synch
wegrated
structure, The French ammy, for

istribition of inescl

s
their actions. No other Eur

pean army had so successfully
radio into their command and control

radics o mechs

example, had a very poor



e ool their
elled in o type of radicequipped ank
alledl a befehispanzer, Most of the efellspranzerin service in 1950 were
¢ turretess type based on the PeRplw 1 chassis. bt 38 were the more
bile PeBetWe 11 on the medinm-tank chassis
1 divisions, which were an anempt to mechanise the German
we controversial than the Panger divisions as some
uding Rondsiedt, felt thur horse cavaley divisions wonld
Tedd il opera

anks, amed unit commanders r

wull b e
Hutler by

due 1o the poor roads,
aversion 1 horses and setded the matter in Bvonr of the
French model of dagoons with a small armoured  element
resulting divisions were intended o funcrion in the i
ole of strtegic reconnaissance and fank security, C

The
wal cavalry
ol with the

The heavier SdKfx 237 was.
‘widely used in German
meconnalssance units. The
cumbersome frame over the
wehicle is for its radia antenna,
Tha plain whits Balkan cross was
the standard German army
Insignia in the 1930 campaign. it
was later meplaced by o less
consplcucus bisck cress with
‘white outline as it proved too
avidont a target. (NARA|

A Qarman infantry company on
‘the march inte Paland in
Soptombar 1639, Like mast
armies of the time, the
Garman infantry was
dependent on horses and
bicycles for mobility sven
thaugh it had more motor
wehicles than its Polish
oppononts, (NARA)




Pamger divisions, they had lfewer tanks and more motorised infaniry,
German tanks in 1939 were not particulacly impressive in terms of
Aeels vsedl Tater in the wiit
gun armed PeRpiw
Fanel the slightly larger Pakplw 11, which made up thre
force. While the Pekplw Tis sometimes dismissed asa
was certamly not the
felt thne o i hine-g
kversus-tank fightis

cither firepower or am

ur compared with m
achi

The majoriey were light tnks inchuding the

warters of the
iming tank, this
s, 1he Gernmans.

ase, Like most armies of the 1

i armament would be adeguate for most missions,
was almeost unheard of unnl the Second Wordd

War. Previously, the main mission of tanks wis seen as defeating enemy

Wy made it

infantry, The fighting during the Spanish Civil War {19346

O of the signature weapons of
the Garman infantry in the
Second Workd War was the MG34
muching gun, seon here in actien
In Poland in 1939, 1t was
lightweight and had & very high
rate of firo, nocessitating
frequent barrel changes. The
woldier to the loft is carrying &
=para barrel in the container on
him back. (NARA)

Rudics praved important nat anky
o the mobile forces but alsa ta
tha imfantry, This German
intantry radio team s seon in
aporation during the fighting
miar Warsaw in September 1839,
Thay are operating & Tomister
Funkgerat d2 transmitter-
receiver. Each intantry distsion
had & radic company, divided
Into 21 radio ssetions, four with
this particular type of set. (NARA)



ar that more attention had 10 be paid 10 the enemy nk threat, In
pain, the Condor Legion™s PeRplw Is stood Tinle chance against Soviee
ks armed with 45mm guns, and o aatiomalists preferred o use
el T-26s rther than the weakly armed German tanks, There were
S PeRplw 1 in service in Sepiember The Pekpt 11 was o
ter elesipn T gun could penetrate the armour of any
ish tank of the period.
B suppressing enemy anttank guns or treops in
Rptw s were almost as numenous as the PeRplw 1 with 1,225 in
' ber 19349,
iks were supponied by small numbers of meeium tnks.
e Pebpbe 11 waes o new medium cnk aomed with a 37mm gun, While i

anil s

Nevertheless, such a weapon was of litthe use

1 fonifications,

poilel become the nstay of the Paneer force in the years of victory in
F40=—12, there were only 98 in servce in 1939,
vasion. The larger PzEpw IV was intended 1o provide fire support for the
¢ tanks and wis armed with a shortbarrelled Thmm g
=11 in service in 19 ly six per regiment, ool these medinm
s pmaiele up only about len per cent of the
nrer force in 1958, Germany abso benefired
s the absorption of the Crech ank force,
fiich was used intwo of the light divisions. A

al of 1946 Peliph 350 and 78 PzKphy 35(1)
Were inoservice in 1939, representing about
ght per cemt of the Paneer force, OF the
466 tanks e on 1 Seprember 19030,
B2 were committed o the Polish campaign,
mmany also had g signifi

il choeen ineach Panger

there were

1, e

ant loree of

Enored . inchuling 718 Tight armeoured
 sinch as the SdKE: 221, 222 and anil
W7 heavy armoured cars such as the SOKiz

el in
sance regiments of the Tight,
ey, anel Panzer divisions.
Poland’s  armoured o
sompared 10 Germany's though not as back-

Armoured cars were

1 and &

reco

motorised in

o owas weak

The backbone of German
divisional artillory was the
150mem 3FH 18, & modarm
weapon usually tewod by &
semi-tracked prime mover
such au the SdKis 7. (MARA)

The German Faurteanth Army
was supported by the Slovak
Bernolak Army Group during
operations in southern

This forca af throe intantry
divisions used equipment from
the formar Crachaslovak ammy,
Iincluding this 7.92mm va. 24
heavy machine gun, based on the
Schwarziose systems and
manutsctured in Czechosbovakia
from 1624 1o 1932,
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The Palish infantry was well

winn similar to that worn by their
Garman countarparts, but in &
haki colour. The Pelish army
sdepted & new wieel heimet in
1038, reminiscent of the later
US army halmet in shaps,
[Pitsustiont Inatitute)

ward as bs s often assumed. Like the Talians, the Poles had been bitien by
thee tankette fever of the cardy 1930 and ey bad based their amms
foree on hundreds of small, machinegun armed TR and TRS ank
Neitl

w

v vehicle | aned maobility

vy capabilin and their spes

other tht

They were not really sintable for amvthin

o
suppat, and their prematore acquisition served s a deadaweighn on
further Polish mechanisation
carrprign, the Polisharmy dephoyed abowr 450 TR and TRS wnketes in 13

Aothe beginning of the September

| sequadvons atached 1o the cvalry, 17 compenies atached w the infantry,

| ane ten platoons atached o am

aned soon recognised the lmins of ankettes and mrned 1o Britain

with a small order for Vickers o tanks, A wotal of 38 were purchased
16 with ATmm guns aned

a twin-turret destgn with 4 machine gun
September
the wo mechanised brigades, Under the 1936 reamament programme,

in each wrrer. During unpaign, these tanks served in

Poland began producing an improved version of the Vickers under



with 12-16 of thess guns.
Inatitute]

licence. resultant tnk, which had @ new diesel
TIP light tank. The first 4 were completed with
turrets, and the finel 95 finished belore the war had
armed with a Bofors 37mm gun, The single-onrret TTT was better than
mast German tanks in 19359 bat there were 100 lew o make much
difference. The Poles equipped owo battsdions, with o third 1
being formed, and these banalions were independent formartions
antached atarmy bevel for sl support. Poland attempted oo
up the shorfall by acquiring French Som and Britsh Manilda anks
in 1936, bt only received o si nch Renanlt
i infantry tanks just weeks before the
mly partially mobilised in 1930 and s lile
voarmonred s a legacy of the 1920w

new singgle r

battalion was
Poland also Relded
experience. Armoured imains
anillery firepower in the war with the Bolsheviks, but, like Zeppelins,
they were a technology whose time had passed. Despite proving their
in the 1939 Gghting, armoured vains were much oo sulnerable
attack, with lour of the wen be ot in this fashion.

In contrast 1o Gerpmny, Poland sl maintained lange cnalry
B The cavalry divisions had been abolished b the
wvalny brigades were still considered the elite of the

proved a vital source of maobile

wort

o

atiods in 1L
g eight o




Tha Polish wa. 35 anti-tank rifle
was the Infaniry's primary means
af anti-tank defonce with 932 per
division. Although It was simiar
te Garman anti-tank rifles used

In sorvic in 1939, Unfortunately,
the ammanition was 3o secret
that the rifles were not
distributed until the September
mobilisation, limiting thekr use.
(Authar)

horse cavalry was in nosmall measure due o
ceand success of the horse cavalry in the 1920 war wi
o and the comtinued o

army. The r
the fmpaor
Balsheyi ntation of the Polish war plans
towarels defence against e Sovier Union, Horse cosalry was essential in
the borderlands with the Sovier L which lacked a decent road
network and contained the vase § marshlands, As the 1l fronn
Germany grew in the mid-1930s, the army began o debate l|h
mechanise the alry. While Iy were an i et o
mechanisation, the real problem was the pany Polish de I- nee budger.

Two cavalry brigades were mechasised, though only one was fully ready
on | Seprember 1939, Contrary 1o the popular myth, the lanee had been
WEAPHHI AN 1 E 10005 andd the Palish cavalry Tought like
European cavalry of the time. The horse provid
A the cavalry generally Tought dismounted with rifles
abre was retained for when oppe
presented  themselves for o mounted attack. The Polish ©
i advantage was the qualis
o aract some of the best officers and men. The cnaly brigades
contained a squadion with tnketes and armoured cars, bt these
vehicles were not popular due o their poor offroad moh
unirediaby The miserable qualities of these oudared
vehiele: od poison the Polish view of the potential of

reid 10

Tnities
alry's
sf troops and the regiments continued

pons, The

infantry we

¢ anid

tiactics

OF all the combat arms, the German and Polish infantry o
were most closely mawched inrerms of organi:
ronned three infantry regim
personnel strength of about 16,500, Both sides employed Mauser 98k s
al rifle. though some Polish reserve formations hud other
Crermae mning o receive the MPSS
vine guns in small numbers by while the Poles b
Bandful of the new Mors subin 0 service 1934,
Gierman anmy wis beginning to .|1|n1u lhr MOGH4 ligh achine gun in
significant IIu||||kl\ while the Polish army emploved a licence copy of
g Automaic Rifle (BAR) as fis principal sq
WAt weaporn, Ilw German divisions had more firepower a
35 light machine guns versis |

Both forces were based

ganisational levels, wath o toml of

in Palish u

A




ce anid could penerrate any tank of the period, In the Polish The mechanisation of twe Polish
o platoons at battalion level for o total of — cavalry brigades led 1o some
hey were deploved in companics m*_‘.“ Kb Fina

E % - andard French
The German i .l.nln.\ .uhmmm WMie. 97 TSmm gun wss made
able Polish divisions, 15 suitable for motorisad traction by

periom
e, they were deploved
27 per division, In the German case
ntal Jevel

ey also had a separae ant
e three companics al regi
ank rifles for company defence,
busche 58,39, while the Poles used the we.
o weapons b periormance
ate about S0mm (1 Fin) of armour s HMm (1 10vds), which was
adequate against the poorly armoured tanks of the (w
The fircpower disparite was greatest i Mlerv. Even though ik
f iubees was only slightly greater in the Ger
about double th

memics deployed
wrmy wsed the F
mank rifle,
penc:

—0 |

ach was able 10

wl.

n case (B8
servus 48], the actual salvo power ws of the Polish
swisional artillery. The Wehrmacht relied on the 10Gmm leFH 18 as s
principal ficld gun, which was a more modern anid powerful we
shan the Polish 75mm field guns based on the French ML IS
sechambered Russian Mod, 02/26. For heavy lirepower, the Germ
selicd on the lern sFH 18 while the Poles used a mixed bag of Skoda
Mod. 14/19 100mm howitzers, 105mm Mod. 20 Sehneider guns and
Efmm Schneider Mod. 17 howiteers, Inadeition, German infantry
isasions Daed 20 Tamm aned 150mm infantry guns for direct support, for
which the Poles hud no equivalents, The G lirepower advantage
s ot only in the oumber and calibre of 5, also in
smmunition supply and fire conrol, Due o greater wse of radios,
Keerman v fire control was a gencration bevond that of the Poles
o suill velied on First World War techniques, In addition, the greater
motorisation of the Gen ekt divisions

somal number

a
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Armoured suppert for infantry
and cavalry units was provided
oy the amall TK and TS
tankettes. There was a compary
of 13 in sach infantry division
#nd & squadron of 13 in oach
cavalry brigade, Here, they are
B00M OGN BrOWsT ManoeuVIes with
an infantry company.

"

hisel more ammuniton on hand, and could replenish the gun batteries

inoa e timely fshion, A German division carried with it some

tommes of anillery
dhue 1o a Tack of trucks. Although much has been made of the d
cansed by Stuka siacks, it was in Bt the German artillery that had the
most dlevastating effect on the Polish infmtry during the fghting. The
ch

impessibile amount for the Poles

R

hr

effeet was even greater an corps and army level, with the W

having advantiges in both the number and quality of heavecali
we

aris.

Although both sides relied on horses as their principal means of
wransport and supply, the Welinmachy infanoy divisions were more
olish units. The Welirmachs infanuy division

f

Beavily motorised than the
hael 5

with 68T horses and only 76 m

el
Ihe

n eoomomy, which

v vehicles and 530 motoreyeles o

5 horses, oL

T
alth of the Ger
bBetore the war had about 1.4 million motor vehicles e

iches et Polish divisi

difference reflected the BT

sared with only

abonit 33,0000 i Polaned. In terms of command and conrol, the Caerman
dlivisions hadd a motorised radio company in addition w a feld-elephone
any while the Poles relied
A war ol manoeinvre, the new means of communic

most exclusively on field wlephones, In

wowere a vital

ingredient in German vicwory: they not only enhanced the acteal

hrmachit an areas such as antillery firepower, but also

acdvantoges of the W

e
I

made it possible o exploit acial reconmaisance 1o mapidly oo
tivities of neighbour

and 10 synchronise the

tie

German e
Ciermuan units faster than the

s conildd fe

L
The Genmans enjoved a substantial advantage in air power, Towl

German diverafi sir
aireraft, of which abou 61 per cent was oo

i on | Seprember 1939 was 3,368 comba
ed 1o the Polish




The main siriking force was divided into two formations:

stte | fnlllapn Iy Baock's Army Gerop Morth); and Lufiflo 4
it Rundsiedt’s Army Group South), These units incheded
S0 medinm bombers, 840 Stoka di 0 fighters and

=S50 transport airerafi. In addition, there were organic asiation-support
sty directly attached o each army for spotting and Taison w
Army Group North and 168 in Army Group
South. Front-line German aviatbon strength against Poland in 1939 was
2152 aircraf. srman bomber force was made up primarily of the
Hemkel He-111 and Dornier Do-17, with a handiul of [u-88 beginning
B enter service. The Aghter force was n up of a combination of
0 single-engine Messerschmidy BE109 amd about 80 mwin-engine
BELLO aircraft
obeervation aircraft and some older scout types like the He-l6. The
amsupport units also had their own o Aissance unit,
sanlly a squadron with Domnier Do-17P aireraft. During the Polish
smitted all of s Stuka force, about 70 per

mysupport atreralt included the Henschel Hs14

nic recon

aampaign, the Luftwalle
cenit af s bombers and 5 per cent of s fighters
Although the Polish air force had a onominal strength  of

LEHM) adreralr, G50 of these planes were tainess and another 700 were
ete types and in many cases not functional. The real strength
2 frontline combat aireraft including 158 fighters, 114 scout

s
=
Somibers, 36 medium bombers and 84 observation aircraft. There were
s aboun 100 support aireradt including the RWD 8 lig| reraft and

were excellent fghiers when frst pun into sendee in the early 1930s,

bt were o generation behind the German BEIDY. Their intended

Poland purchased 39 Vickers.
B-tan light tanks in 1831
Inchuding 18 of thia model with
the 47mem gun. An improved type
wna licance produced in Poland
s the TTP lght tank. The
original Vickers, aftor some local
modifications, wors assigred 1o
the two mechanised cavalry
trigades. (J. Magnushi)
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replaceanent, the PAL BAG frwrsdy wan sl
bruke e, The FAL 23 Keras was an army CrpeieTLe e alire
e rned d[n 1 the snze Tl Biaed seaved o well fo ke H) . Tlu
dec Jor reconnissance and lighe Al wis o
crises erwren Hie Cocparcan 1h-L20 sl ¥ Seokie Che baest il e
rualien Pulish warplane was the 9L E3Y Loi maediwiu Treoeekses b e
were 4kl hegmraming s enten wrvize when war Jaokas awe, S eegdn
baed bewen given ta emploving Lo boundiers e amacks o carguees iid
Cerevan. b the event, sher oo mision wic the wderdicion ol
engny supply celumms, Chnesation aieceaf iocluded 55 R L Cply
md A ond e older X0 Heserves included 47 weamplets fa,
Babers, 5 BT aod 50107 Aphiees. and about 00 BR2E Kess, The
Earce was divided inle vww main eomponents — sl ivvationn ol
army vkt The sirategic e
congiiteid ol the Bomber Brigade with 36 B47 Lesand 30 PR Kaoss 1
alsu inncluded the Tomsin Boiggde Goc e abefee of Waicsoe withh 33 P00
and 1en BT Bghoers. The aomy aviaviem [Lofetioa Amiae] npacalb
deploved o scomt syuadven with BEY Raros, e on taeee Tighe
sipalints Wil B1L an cheernaion squadiom wich RWIY T4 Dzl o
@ communication ann with BWEF W fighe aiccoall witk coch
exiy 1 nenbaer ol sguadrons with eacks aeee warisd. Teeocal, toe sornegic
aviatisn units contained T4 connbal airccafl and 6l asortedd suppure
aned tepsqien aieceali. while the army aviation had 240 coembar airerale
and 42 suppors dircnt

Fruner arul B weeel o eeinborce Poland wib eere neelern
aieerafi wemsake wp lor the dediciencies i ats wiation anit Freoee v on
thes verrge o deloerning Morane Raulnies Ssdidi fighoe s, while Bridin was
Jrcparing Hurricane tighe s and Fairey Butile bt borbers, g e of
theser airerall aivierd BeRone the sesee of tue cangeegn.

The navies on otk sidee played acminor oole in the contlice The Potish
navt was conbgurel prinacile T operations againse possible Sosc
apectinng in the Baliic. s main perts were s ner Genmmaoy hat in the
event of wan, ey coull T qpuinkly sntheveel Broem the Gic The B
erlermeen wins e destroser Fodlla, consisting of ses French Samoeeeclas.
dentroners, ORP Wirko el Burwr eleloered in 1932 el owrs Puliske-
desipred desirovers huile in B i 7 b S anad Bakandea,
The sobmarine Aot ncludal dnee mineLiving subimaaees, ORP Ry
Witk cord Aok, eclivered dome Framee e 1451 el 1932 and v
acalegoing submanines, ozl uul S delrered Do be 2ot it in
L%, The andy iatbaer s lare counbrtain wis the ORE SGofminctyer
Theas were o number of waller suxiliories aed the navy aba bl s
atir arn and reestal celiong e Barmerkes,

The German Briegemariree. wware ol the Polub odioe-luiog
capalnlier wnd suho e borer, decided e lindn i openians in the
Balue ol e ic up oo the Lutowalle o deal with the theean Whien
vl that the Polesh alesiranes dlenilla bad degisswed Fer
et and soue of b desoan
carmirked hor Raval oo Fasl o wiene tansfuoed o Naal
Cirnrnaned Wost, During the Buliah campaign. N
slephosedd four wlder warships chialing b

o1 devedugrment whin wa

Kerrar .

S

bt bance (O Falein

Brtain oo 31 Augusn, the i wex ceeginally

al tieoup Fas

arlue-tiaining Batileship

NebfewerguFintran, 14 subnarines, nioe deseove s, S erprede boats o

pther amall combataes, 2 roimesweepe s el theee s
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THE CAMPAIGN

Opening Moves - Mobilisation and Provocations

itler had planned ite the war on 26 August 1939 and
Crerman forces began o move o their stan fines the afternoon
before. The announcement of the Anglo-Polish security pact on

August 19389 left Hitler considerably shuken,
ack while further
pursued. Not all units received the
mcidents, including
an atempt by a Brandenb T L o seize ar ction and wnnel
i the key [ablonka pass through the southem Carpathian
mountains. German guerrilly units in- western Poland stepped  up
their sabotage activity, and the Lufiwafle continued their high-iitimde
reconnaissance flights over Poland. Although the Poles spotted the
ir ohsaolete figh
W reconnaissance

mernoon of

nd he ordered the army o postpone the

o ventures with Tualy we

message and there were i number of small borde

s conihd not

aireralt, there was linde they could do as
reach the high aliimades of the spe
aircraft,

The Posles hadd mobilised 700,000 troops by kite August, but they had
been constra

ed Gern

ed from ordering a fullscale mobilisation Iy pressure

The Kriegsmaring moved the old
Dattlentsin Schieswip:Holstein
into Danaig in late August, i ks
usually crodited with firing the
apening shot of the war when it
bogan bombarding the Palish
arrisen on Westorplatts in the
aarly hours of 1 September
1930, (MARA)




THE GERMAN ATTACK, 1 SEPTEMBER 1939
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‘The Poles had a few government
uilldings in the fres city of
Danaig under intermational treaty,
the most prominent of which was
the post office. Polish budldings
wero attscked by local German
paramililary units including the
S5-Helmwehs, which was
wquipped with some of the

14 ex-Austrian Steyr ADGE M35
aemgured cars. (NARR)

German Panzer units in Poland
wore equipped malnly with light
tanks like the PzKptw Il, seen
here armed with a 20mm
cannon. It is follawed by
saveral PxKptw | including the
radic-equipped BofohlsPanter |
command type. (MARA)

from France and Briviin, The Western powers were baunted by «
memorics of how the mobilisions of 1914 had ser the First World Way
in motion, but deew questionable conclusions from their historcal
Gemmn activity across the Trontier made it clear o the
Marshal
In spite of the
ominous sitmation on the fromtier, the French embassy pressured
Marshil Ryels-Sii
vealised that Brins!
siceessfnlly resisting a German attack, and reluctanily agreed wgain.

expericy
¥

Ryde-Smighy ordered full mobilisation on 50 August

s that thebr neighbours were planning military action a

The Polish government

sscind the call-up
andl Freneh military support was their only hope of




Poland s sl Aset of skfps wowld he of liude use in whal increasingly
appeared to be the incvitable war with Gertany, 50 the fleer was
dizpersed o it pors. On 30 Auguar, Operadon Pekin was put into
maton and the desrayer Hodlia was dispatched w Britin in dme 0
clear the Danish straies before war broke our.

By 31 Augu.'i(. the situstion along the borders became so ftae Illal
Ryrhe-Smigly again ordered fiA] mobilistion in spiwe of
Bridsh and French prassure 1o refrain (rom doing so. However. he
delayed and confused mobilsation served only (6 make Foland's
precarious shtuadon warss. While the Wehrmachl was able Lo atack ina
fully mabilised condition, the Felich army had been able 10 mobilise
only about 65 per cent of in swengih before e war broke out, with
many of the reservists in Wansit when Geemany strack,

Hutder condnued o hope tar the Western powers wouhd refrain
fram aiding the Fales, and s0 concocted a prerext o 1y 1o shill the
Blame ot to the Foles, Under Opevation Himmler, 55 woops in Polivh
unifarms staged a phoney zttack on the radio station m the border town
of Gleiwitz and beoadean huffammarcry mesaages 1 the Polish minerity
in eastern Garmany o take up arms against Hitler, The bodies of some
concentration camp victin dressad in Polish wniforms were lefi behind
as Further evidence of Polish aggression for the benefn of foreign
Jjournalists brought to the scene, The amarenrish charade fooled nubody
and Eyrgpe grimly braced juself for war

THE QEAMAN ATTACK

The war was scheduled to start at 0445}“‘5. bm m facl began arownd

MWhmwhencheon ip Sehlas, pped its ings i
Danzig and began a bombard uf th: ight g Polish iramic
base on Westerplatte. Due 1w weawy reswiciiony, the Poles were

bidden from forifying the peninsuba, but in fact had reinforced the

walls of mary Buildings. As a resul, the small guriison was able to !mlcl
oux for a week in spire of intense bombardment and repraved infanory
asaulu. Weaterplatie was sometiizes called the "Polish Verdun® due to
the horrandous pounding the tenacious defenders received during the
first meek of fighting.

The remnans of the Felish feet were smothered by German air attack-
The mubmanine fotilla dispersed into the Baldc o lay mines and hont for
coaual tmnspoma, while the unlby ining major surface comt -
the destroyer Wicher and the mintlayer Gy = began mine-laving
gperations off the ¢oast The small naval 2ir detachment was wiped out
in air raids during the first few days of Sghiing, On 3 Sepiember, the
Kriggamarine i mwo desmovers wwands the Polish naval facilities. but
they were damaged by gunfice from the coastal guns at Hel and gunfire
from Wisher and Gryff The Lufowaffe responded with 2 highly effective air
raid, which sank Poland's owo remaining major warships. The sinaller
<oasal mitnelayecs escaped the air raids unal 165 Seprember when they were
finally sunh.

Flglwing in the port chey of Danzig was conducred by paramilitary
units an bath sidey and was especially savage. Workers in the Pulish post

olfice barticaded the building b were y everwhelmed by ihe




GERMAN FORCES EASTERN

1 Position of Schieswig-Holstein, JEFTY
25 August-1 September. 10. 7 September. Poles begin to run out of ammunition
% el 430 - and German infantry begins to overrun defensive 7 po——
2 Pm@:mﬂﬁs:dmfm WESTERN positions. In the early afterncon the Polish commandaer, N b5 ::";"' 210mm m:; it
when irst shots of the war, 4 Major Henryk decides to x .
The Pionieriehrbatalllon is brought in from East Prussia

3 Position of Schieswig-Holstein
bombarding *Prom’ machine gun
nests.

with flamethrowers to bolster the infantry attacks.

B, 1725hrs approx. After further failed
infantry attacks, Polish positions bombed
B P by two waves of 47 Ju-87 Stukas.
POLISH FORCES
Machine-gun nest 'Prom’,
Guardhouse Schupo
Guardhouse 1
Guardhouse 2
Guardhouse 3
Guardhouse 4 N

5 2 T 3 AMMO 9. 6 September. Germ ttempt to
“Fort’ machine-gun bunker i : ; i woipciuaiin t
37men AT gun s i burn down the woods by detonating a
s il gn 5 rail car filled with fuel.
B1mm Mortar

B 3-5 iber. The ‘Fort' gun nests
come under fire from German ships in Danzig Bay.

Ze=IOTMTMOOE>

5. Afterncon. Poles fall back to a new defensive line
from Guardhouse 2 to Guardhouse 5 and the ‘Fort’
machine-gun nests near the shoreline.
3. 1 September. German troops
begin attack along spit of land near
the electrical station at the base of
the peninsula. The attack is halted by
machine-gun fire from the 'Prom’
machine-gun nest on the edge of the
Schupo guardhouse.

1. 25 August. Cadet training battleship Schleswig-Holstein
anchors the Polish W 1 transit port in the port
canal, which connects Danzig to the Baltic sea.

4 approx. Sch io-Holstel
maoves closer and begins to bombard ‘Prom’
machine-gun nests from point-blank range.

2. 1 September. Before dawn Schleswig-Holsteln moves down
canal to better firing position. 0448hrs. War begins with a salve
from Schleswig-Holstein against Schupo guardhouse.

DEFENSE OF WESTERPLATTE

1-7 September 1939, viewed from the southeast, showing the initial bombardment by the
German battleship Schieswig-Holstein and the Polish garrison's week-long resistance under intense
artillery and air attack and repeated infantry assaults.




The Priptw | did not prove very
durable in combat. s armour
could be easily penatrated by
Polish snti-tank rifles or

37mm anti-tank gurs. This one
apparently fell victim te a
TSmm fiold gun, which were
afton wusod in the diroct-fire role
for anti-tank defence. A total of
89 were lost in the 1839 fighting.
. Magnuski}

S8 Meimwehr Dangig supponed by marines and paramilitary units,
Many of the workers were shy

Lufewafe operations along the coast were constrained by dense
@ i many arcas, The mitial German attack across the
anian corridor was preceded by elfons woseize key rail bridges

tafter surrendering

early morming
Pinne

and seations along the Chojpice=Tesew line. Av (M50s, Swikas from

41 Stk Geschwader bombed the key Tesew bridge in the Pome

corridor, hoping 1w disarm the demolition charges, bt the
failed. The Wehrmacht then aempaed o sueak several
assanlt cars b the siaion behind the daily civilian ransit train,
However, the Foles were ready, having been alenied by the premature
Stu attack, and they sel off the de
bridge, The amtack on Chaojnice was spearheaded by an armoured train
bt was heaten back,

The

comsisted of two infanry divisions and a cavalry b

dition charges, dropping the

slish forces of Anmy Pomorze in the Pomeranian corridor
le. Their
deplovment was more political than weteal, since Warsaw feared that
1 the

1 short of o fullscale war, The Polish units were

the Germans mught atempt 1o seize the corridor as they

Sudetenland in a

sure 1y

positioned o any German actions would by resisted

Onee Tullscale war
asslt, their pol)
awal southwared 1o more

ont and the German Fourth Army began it
el thiey began a fig
ensible positions. In the rearg
orska Cavalry Brigade foughn o dav-long serics of engageme
wised Infantry Divasion along the B
der 1o request |
nthe Tae afternoon, the
wl K Mastelarz, led two
a rmid behind the lines. Galloping out of the

Al missaon became oot

with the German 2ih ¥
the G
intense cavalry pressur

Rivers, prompin jssion 1o
withel

e

el

sndder of the 15th Lancer regiment,

understrength squadions

forest, they canght a German infantry bamalion in the open and

mounted a succesful sabre chirge that decimated the sariled G an
il

Alout 200 troopers

tormation, Towards the end of the skirmish, several German o

n it the mounted troops

cars arrived and bega




Tha most polont anti-tank.
‘wsapon in Polish service in 1839
s the wa. 36 37Tmm antl-tank
wen, A licence-manutactured
wersion of the Swedish Befors
Sasign. Thare were 27 in cach
Intantry division and 14 in sach
‘=svairy brigade, with about
1300 In seevice in 1838,
Piisudeki Inatitute)

were killed including the communder before the ¢
The following day, Ialian war cormespe
and were wlid thar the oo had been killed while charging tanks,
The story hecame maone with every retelling, beeoming a
man propaganda and the most enduring mvih of the Polish
rv's defence. the Sid Panzer Division wis

aelenies wer

mbellishe

ple of €

paign. In spite of the o
abile 1 seeure an unopposed crossing over the Brda Rivers,

Whiles the: Fourth Army was fighting is s the Pomeranian
an Third Army in East Prossia began the first attacks
s Warsaw. Two corps began the assanlt, which soon
he Mbawa forific
nt muslern fortific
obvious approach route 1o Wairsiow from the north, {
ions of the 1a1 Corps conducted the assault with the support of tanks
from the Kempd veer Division. Manned by the Polish 2ih Infaniry
Drindsie e assaulis, I the
meantime, the Wodrig Corps amempred o skire around the M
delences to the t, atacking the right wing of the 20th Infantry
Division with two infaniry divisions, Howeser, the Torificitions wene
wpy geonnd on cither side. Cur
ns of the Mazgowiecka Cavaley Brigade along the
attacked by the sole German cavalry w the
avalryversuscavaley Batles of the

corridor, the G

sonthward o
hecame entiamgled
few locations with any signifi

i line, Mlawa was ane of the

as the

wo German

elivia

the fortifications held our against repe

@

isly enough, the

Ist Cavalry Brigade, i one of the lew

war, While there were some skirmishes between mounted patrols, mast
of the fighting was dismounted, By the end of the firse day of fighting,
the Cerman Third Army was stalled,

e driving foree in the Wehrmacht's assault on
Rundstedi’s Army Group South, especially s wo northern el
the Eight and Temh Armies in Silesia. The s were intended
1w crash through the opposing Army Lode and Army Krikow, eross the
crn fromtier and
dispropaottio

Forman

Warta River, envelope the Palish forces alor
drive on Warsaw, As o result, these two







CAVALRY DEFENSE AT MOKRA, 1
{pages 44-45)

Although the myth of Polish cavairy charging German Panzers
has dominated the populis image of the 1939 campalgn, the.
actual combat record was considorably different. The most
dramatic encountsr botween cavalry and Panzors took place
@n the first day of the campaign when the Wolynian Cavairy
Brigade confronted the 4th Panzer Division near the small
willage of Mokra. The rosulling Battie was o reminder of the

dufonces at Mokra hinged on the two principal types of
anti-tank woapors: anti-tank rifles and the Bofors 37mm
wnti-tank gun. The scera hore shows ome of the Bosors
ATmim anti-tank guas in sction (1. This small weapon was
license-produced in Poland. and was capable of knocking out
any comemporary German tank. Dofending the Bafors fram
German infantry in & squad automatie weapons gunner to the
right (7. The standard Pelish squad automatic waapon in the
campaign wan o license copy of the Browning Automatic Rifie,
tamiliar to US intantry as the BAR.

Buiring the aftemcon fighting arsund Mokra, the German
‘Panzer companies managed to break through the farward
Palish defences, and a few infiltrated o tar as the raibway line
running behind the village. The Wehmian Cavairy Brigade was
‘supported by Armoured Train 53 Smialy (1, and the Panzers

ware taken under firo a1 close range, with several Panzers
baing knocked out (4. These trains had two antillery cars 5/,
mach armed with two turmeted guns and several machine
guns, They alse had an assaull company of infantry in &
‘special armoured car, and a few tankattes on special flat-cars
that could disambark for seouting of attack. Ammoured trains
‘had playsd a prominent rolo in the fighting on the sastem
Tront in World War I, and wore espedcially important in the
‘Aussian Civil War and the related conflicts such as the 1920
Russa-Polish War, They provided o uniqus blend of mobsity,
protection, and firepowes companed to the road-bound

of the day. They by bath th
Garman and Polish forees in 1939, though their day had
passod. Although effective in some battles such ax Mokra,
they wore extremely vulnerable to air attack, and Smialy was.
damaged on 1 September during an air attack.
In 1939, Biitzkriog was still in fts infancy, and the German
attack at Mokra the need for
of Panzer division tactics. The sarty Panzer divisions lacked
the v ¥ 10 overcome propared
defonce ke the Polish defonce at Mokra. In the future, the
Wohrmacht would raly on theie infantry divisions to sffoct the
broakthrough, and use the supsrior mobility of the Panser
divisions to exploit the broakthrough as the 4th Panzer
Division would demonstrate o few days later in the race for
Warnaw, (Howard Gorrard)




share of the Panzer and light divisions. The opening phase was largely
uneventhul, as the main Polish defensive line was in the scattered loreses
about $2km (20 miles) from the fronter. The most intense Batle in this
around the village of Mokea, which was held by the
1y Brigade, Despite repeated attacks by the dth Paneer
the cavalry helid jis ground and inflicied
Iosses. The Germuan tnk attacks were poorly comordin
mpanying infantry: a reflection of the novely of mossed
s anel the difficuly of putting the new doctrine o
o with the
assistance of the armoured waln Swialy in one of several encounters
peers and armoured rains during the campaign. Stuka
attacks against the brigade's rear i d
sipplies, but w ssful in breaking Polish resistance. 1F the
detence of Mokra was proof of the excellent maining and marale of the
cavalry, it was also eviden
comtlict. Cas
that evening, with the 4th Panser Division on its heels.
el greater success against Anmy Krakow o the south,
1 one of the most difficult tasks of the Palish higher
g the hewvies: concentration of Gemman divisions

sectir (e

Division during the day,

practce, At least ane of the German anacks was repe

between P

sed serions losses of horses

TV

e of i shorg

s i SO OraTy
alvies were so high than the brigade was foreed o withedw

The Germans
Sy Krkow b
Formations, facl
ng most of its mechanised forces; four Paneer divisions aned four

il

light divisions. In
Stlessan industrial region o the Carpathian
the Walynska Cavalry Brigade was preocenpied with the
st its positions around Mokea, the st Faneer Division drove aowedge
tween it and the Polish Tth Infamiry Division to its south, This division
was attacked fronadly by the German Afith Infanry: Division, and s
souithern flank was threatened when o vl Light Division pushed into
Rrakowska Cavalry Brigade, Two more German
iy divisions were ready o reinforee the assault on the hapless
s progress was enjoved o the south when the

ton, iis sector spanned an area from the L
thilks in the south. While
wssanl

Tih Infantry Division

Sehand 235 Infanury Divisions asaulted e fortified zone aro he

Armoured Train Mo.53 Smiaty
supported Army Lodz in the
bordor battles and took part in
the fighting with 4th Panzer
Division near Makea an

1 Septomber, It had two
mrmaured gun carriages lie this
one, sach with two turreted
we. (/26 TSmm guns, Those
Puns wore effective against the
thinly armoured German tanks,
but the traina wors vulnersble to
Stuka attack. (J. Magnuski)
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11, Germans retain control of woods on west side of Mokra clearing
at nightfall. The position is held by 49th Anti-Tank Battalion.

1. DBOOhrs. Initial attack by 25 tanks of
36th Panzer Regt. near Wilkowiecko repulsed
by 37mm AT gun fire from 21st Lancers

4. 1000hrs. Major attack by 38th Panzer Regt. into Mokra clearing is broken
up by artillery fire from 2nd Horse Artillery and Armoured Train 53 Smialy.

4. 1100hrs. Renewed attack into Mokra clearing, this time with o support.

. 1300hrs. Main attack on Mokra begins with 100 tanks spreading through the three

hamlets. Close-range fighting including direct fire from Smialy against tanks drives
Germans back to west side of the woods. 31 ;mmmu“ memmm.mpmmd ‘%zhmm-m.
attack is broken up by artillery and anti-tank rifle fire.

CAVALRY vs. ARMOUR AT MOKRA

1 September 1939, viewed from the southeast, showing the repeated attacks by the 4th Panzer
Division around the village of Mokra on the Wolynska Cavalry Brigade, which determinedly holds
its ground, inflicting significant losses on the poorly coordinated tank and infantry attacks.

2. 0830hrs. Motorcycle scouts from 2nd Bn., 35th
Panzer Regiment begin probe of 19th Lancers positions.

8. 1500hrs. Another attack pushes forward
from Rebielice but is forced back.

5. 1000hrs. 19th Lancers withdraw to woods. 1100hrs.
‘tanks begin to attack the dismounted cavalry and push
them back to railway line.
7. 1400hrs. The armoured train Smialy is damaged by
air attacks having been sent to reinforce 18th Lancers.

10. 1300hrs. Fighting breaks out between
Armoured Train 53 Smialy and some German tanks
that have infiltrated near the railway line during

a9



indhestrial city of B Ace. The g 28th Infantry Dividon and
5th Panzer Division struck the Polish S5th and fith Infantry Divitions,

Aside from the regular miliary operar there was
turedl in the rear areas due o the operations of Germun guerrilla
units that hed heen formed prior 10 the war by the Abwehr (Military
Inielligence), Silavia hada sizeable pro-Nazi Cerman minority and there
were ke skirmishes between regular Polish army
units, police and German guerrilla groups.

The 22nd Panzer Corps, operatng oul of Slovakia, began a
determingd auack on Polish mountin detences along the Dunajec
River The 2nd Panser Division manceavred s way past the Polish
Dungjec line, held muinly by KOP burder iroops, cbliging Army
Krakow to commit ity muchanised reserve, 1the 10th Mechanised
Brigade. The German advance was finzily stopped later in the day when
reinforcements amived in the shape of units of the Pollsh S Infantry
Division. The German 13 and 2nd Mounin Divisions, ppored by
Slovak units, began attzmpn to oress the Carpathian mountalny in the
Armry Karpaty s¢c1or. Ne wrioys guine were made on 1 September due
1 the difficulty of the termin.

Alr sperationn
The Luftwaffe’s doctring focused on the need to gain air superiority
weer lts enemier. Conscquently, more than half of the Lufrwafbe’s
minriona on the first day of the war againat Patand were staged against
Polish airflelds, One of the mytha of the September enopeaign was thar
the Polish Air Force wan destroyed on is Aelds an | September 1939, In
Fuct the alr force disperscd o improvised air sirips on 31 August. The
Luyfiwaffe was also hampered in iu inidal strikes on the moming of
1 September due 1o fog and mist. The only airfield atacked in torce,
Raknwice near Krakow, lost 28 unserviceable aircraft that could not be
flown out the day befare. While the dispersion saved the Polish alrerafi
from the initisl German attack, it alse made operations mare difficult
since the units were opsrating out of grass strips with limited rechnlbeal
suppart. The Luftwafle had considerable wouble Iocating the disperned
Polish hascs, and only about 24 combal aircrafl were destroped on the
ground during the campaign, thuugh many unserviceable aircraft and
Lrainers were destroyed, Other Luftwaife misions were directed agains
A wide variety of objeclives, including kcy road and vail targen. These
were nol close-air suppor missions but rather attacks on targets relected
pelor w the outbreak of the war. In 1959, the Luftwaife was not yet
prepared, cither n pering of dactrine or communicalion equipment, o
carry out ckse air support missions on demand Eom the army.

After the first fow days of ale antacks agaimat Polish airfickds, the
Luftwaffe began tn ahift more of ils operalions to misskoos Wppering
the ground forces, Once again, these were not dloss air suppart missians
85 has often heen reported, but rather largers schected by the air
saff. The Lufivalfe was hiphly ¢ffective In interdicting Polish roop
movements akong rosd and ruil lines, which Further complicated the
already confused mobilisation of restrves. Avemp ta use the Lufwaffe
in direct close support of ground operations did ke place laver in the
campalgn, notably the attacks against the Batra counter-afensive in the
second week of the war and the sttacks on Warsaw in late Seprember.



The Lufrwalte ruled the skics if for no other temson than s vastly
The Polish i 1 September had a frontline

WIT combat aircraft, while the Luliwalle had more than
iy more

iperion siae,
gth of only
times this number, the magority of which were conside
wslern, The only area where the Lufiwaile
sroined Warsaw, Goering planned a major air atrack on W,
Wersserkante, However, the atack was
i nber

CE SIS Fesislanee wis

saw om the

codenamed

fist dhwy of the wal
omething of @ shambles due
ips that armived over the city were confronted by the Pusuit Brigade

v Jowdving clowds. The |

ol the Palish fighters shot down 16 aireralt at a cost of ten fighters lost
il dlamaged during the course of the dav’s fighting. The Pursun
By le was undoubtedly the most effective element of the air foree,

lineel with 42 Geviman aircealt in the st sx dass of the war, However,

e todest losses diel littde 10 stop the repeated German attacks and the
Lufiwalfe could romm an will over most of the country, By the evening of

The symbol of Blitzkrieg was

the Junkers Ju-87 Stuka
dive-bomber. Against relstively
modest alr apposition in Potand,
they proved very aMective in
bombing communication lines
and other targets. When faced
with stiffer appasition, as in the
Battle of Britain in 1940, thoir
walue quickly plummated as they
proved to be slow and vulnerable
ta modarn Fighters., (NARA)

Although less heralded than the
Stuka, the sturdy Honachel
H3-126 army co-operation
aircralt was o froquent hasard to
Polish infantry units since it was.
used for aesinl reconnaissance
and artillery spotting. The Polish
PZL P.23 Koras was dosigned for
& simidar robe. (NARA)
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Paland's fighter force was based
around the obselats PZL P11
fightar, Althaugh s formidable
dosign in the aarly 10308 whan it
first appeared, by 1930 it was no.
match for the new generation of
fighters like the Garman B1-109,
Novartheisss, Polish pidols wors
woll trained and gave a good
account of themselves,
particulaty the units of the
Pursuit Brigade defending
Warsaw. (Pllaudsk| Inatiute)

The PIL P.23 Karas was an army
co-operation aircraft intended for
reconnaissance and bombing. In
wpite of the determination of s
crows, the Karas' slow speed
faft it vulnerable to German
ground fire. This Karas is being
Inspected by Luttwafe air crow
aler the war., (NARA

6 September, the Pursuin Brigade had Jost 38 of its 34 fighters, and was
transferresd east o Lubling Afier this, the defence of the capial fell o
antissircralt guns alone. Other fghter squadrons few with the anmy's air

force, which was attiched o the field armies, and these squadions w
raft throog|

aircraft shot down during

wd in numerous air banles with Genman combat
st week of the war, OF the 285 Cerma

vl
the:

the Polish campaign, at least were shot down by Polish fighters. A

Further 279 Cerman aircradt sullered significant damage

s successful in s missions than

lish Bomber Brigade was

the uit Brigade, ws their most significamt element, the new Lo

baomiber sqpeadrons, bad only recently o and were

werted 1o the type
still working up when the war began. The first major bombing mission

was conducted by 24 P28 Koo light bombers against the armoured

spearheads of the Genman Tenth Army on 2 September, Unlike the
Stuka, which was designed as a dedicated bomber, bombing was only
attack the Paneer
formations from low altitude in level Dight an relatively slow spweeels,

a secondary function for the Kers, They had o

making them valnerable to German 20mm ant-aireraft guns, The Polish
pilots pressed home their atacks with considerable courage, but their




i Iwunbers were lirst
king the armoured
~p| arheads of I-\'ukll oy, The attacks continued over the next few
however, some ten Loy bombers v Bt 1o flak on 4 Seprember
Although the Poles believed they had inflicied serious losses,
there is linle evidence that the avacks impeded the armoured assault.
O T Seprember, the Bomber Brigade was shified 1o ﬂu northern front
attack the armonred spearheads of Bock's Army
stage, increasing shortages of spare parts and fuel, and the d
maintenance level of the squadrons severely reduced the
A an 0 was imade 1o reinforce the brigade with Kav from lo
army units, bt these aircradt were in poor shape after more than a week
of fighting and operations from rough grass strips, The Karas unins
deploved in support of the field i
ratdels. By 6 Seprembser, the army

losses were high. 'I'||r~ more modern Los me

r foree b
i were lost 1o cnemy ac
t

el st alfl its Karms, During

i

oup North contioned i atempts o break acro
mian corridor on 2 Sepember. As
Polish forces hid withdrawn southwarid,
Farees, inchuding the W
the Balic coastline. Much
the: Tuchola Forest, w
torces actoss the main branch of th
sive line. From E
s atempted 1o penetiate the e
two Polish infantry divisions, but with livle suceess, By the
day, the o Polish infantry divisions and cavalry brigade w
trapped. In the fighting on 3 September, the 27th Division was hli' 10
light its way southward 10 Bvdgosecr, but the other units v
encireled and suffered heavy casualties in the fighting. Anticip
tall of Bydgosecy, Gern rents prematurely staged
uprising at 1Khes on 3 September, but they were route
militia Forces backed by the army. In mid-afternoon, Army Pomaoree was
ordered 1o withdr the main defensive line behind the Vistola, This

wned, the northe
g the & wast Defence
son, completely isolared along
el arvund

the corridor ce
st Division managing 10 push
Brea River, nearly hehind the
i itsell, two Genman infantry

ast

stern side of the

Tha most modern sreraft in
Palish service in 1930 was the
excellent PZL P.37 Los medium
bombar, Plans 1o use it to

conduct missions into Germany




Tha Polish Westerplatts transit
garrison on a peninsula on the
outskirts of Danzlg was one of
he first German objectives
during the campasgn. it was

buildings with concrate, 5o they
wers atbile 1o hold out for saven
days sguinst repeated German
attacks, The results of the
ombardment are evident in this
phota takon shortly aftor the
surrander. (NARA}

-.--.-‘4-1-‘- W s W

b =t

erania, but to the col
the Poles Jost

ot particnlar difficuliies in P
1 defences o the In w
10,000 troops in the Pomeranian fighting, mainly the units trapped i
or. With the Polish defences evaporating, Avmy Group North
Germany into

the cor

st Prussia for the

began translerring forees fre
nst Warsaw.
mmajer s sent across the corridor,

Continued  German assaults on the !u|||lu-d pemitions of the
Bth Infanuy Division near Mlawa bad proved fu so greater effor
Wi o o omtflank the defences o the cast, The Rempl Panzer
Division began o make inroads into the defences of the badly
e v the commitment of
i the German advance now,

Toth Paneer Division was one of the

assault a

overextended Mazowiecka Cavalry B

Hrh Infanery Division coulbil nou rest
prember, the Polish defensive fine had been

afternoon on 2

substantinlly ruptured in this sector, and Army Modlin was ordered o
o o the main Viswla line. One of the more cu
operations during these frontier battles was the raid into East Prus:
the Pall Cavalry Brigade i of 273 September along 4
Uit st ar of the frome. The raid was the only
Polish operation on and there we 0 a few small
clashes with German tertorial Landwebn units helore the
withdrew. Elements of the 20th Infantry continued o hold
hoping o slow the Germmn advnce, However, by the
week, the Webrmacht had considerably ine
Prissia by shifi

ST

wrman soil

e

ul of the 1||\|
sed its strengih in Fast

g units from Germany through the corridor




Infanery Division. The breach of the defences was widened the nexa day
with another mver crossing at Puliusk. Polish connteraniacks
Marshal Ryvile-Smigh ordered Army Modlin w
time over the San River. As in the cuse of the Mlawa fonifications, the
Mosllin garvison comtinued o hold oo even though it was sumounded,

THE SILESIAN BREAKTHROUGH

since the Ger
i western Py

i plan called for an encirclement of the Polish forces
nel, Boek’s Army Group North and Rundstedt’s Army
Caoup South were s
I Rutraeka'’s Ar
prolitical mission

arated from one another by Pomerania, General

Posnan was isolated in this re
A Bewn o presvent an un
this dispanted border region. There was linde lghting in this area for the

gion; its original

wtested German seisure of

tirst three digs of the war, Rntreeba, who had been heaaly involved in
ng their
ation. Commumeations with Warsaw were

preswar planning, was well aware that the Germans were il
main thirusts around his fo
linally restored on 3 Seprembey

and Kutreeba vehememly argued
that his forces should begin operati
Rundstedi's e ul, s Blaskowine's Eighth Ar
Marshal RvibeSmigly refused, arguing that it would lead 1o their
prematire destruction, RyvdeSmigh wanted o avoid o decisive battle on
the west bank of the Visiula.

Rumnelstedt was worried precisely about an attack of the sort proposed
by Kutrzeba. In hi inal planning, Rundsiedt b @
this (lank with German cavaley units, b e was wold by Hiter 1o use the

Iy

mpted to cover

Hitler was incensed over the
Tailisre to take Westerpiatte ans

here being marched out with







STUKA ATTACK, SEPTEMBER 1839 (nages w—-s!}

mhﬂuﬂsm many aiher air lorces, inchuding both

The Junkers Ju-878

were still refying on bi-plane fighters,

bombing dive terrified scldiers and ﬁh‘l-‘ Hore we 500

the Polish budget did not match its defence
maeds. Polish plans to infroduce a modem wuﬂt-‘

an attack by a pair of Jurkers Ju 1
ilkmmﬂlu‘m hl'-i'n-h.ﬁfm

mmmmwmm

PZL P50 Jastrreb, falled to mhh“ 1o & lack of
tunds. A single 1630, but
mwwmmumm“-

still in
its infamey during the 1939 Poland campaign. Centrary o the
uhhnumucmdm-i-mm

Indeod, the Stuka was a8 last as
a P16 and wunless earebul, Polish fightors could fall victim to &
skilled Stuka pilot. In fact one of the first air-to-air battles of

the war saw Ritgin aros.

‘such tactics. Instead, Stukas wene ry out
pre-planned sk attacks sgainst selected lmuuh
‘targets gonerally selectod by the Luftwafte stafl, not the
‘Wahrmacht.

During the first days of the campaign, their primary missken
was to destroy the small Polish alr foree, o task made very
difficult by the dispersion of Palish aircraft to concealed bases
prior 1o the outbreak of the war. As & result, there wers

ke the P.110
moen here (2, and the sttacking Luftwaffe squadrons, The PZL
P.11e had been a formidable fighter MH“-II‘

of the Polish fighter force in the first
tew days of the campalgn gave the Luftwatfe mastery of the air
ned Stukas ware lator abbe to boemb their targels with Impanity.
Thay were sspecially effective in attacking column of troops
and equipmant maving to the frent, and they helped to disrupt
‘and paralyse Polish reinforcement of thedr battered defences.
By the later stage of the campaign, the Wehrmacht and

support tactics. The Stukas wore used with considerabile

servics in the early 19305, s -



ad, Concerned about the
aining, he assigned the tisk o s regukbar infaniry und
i eanl, However, it was thinly strung oue and
attack by Army Pognan, Rundsted
blem child” due o s relatively
forces for k securin.

tiy the north-e
suceeeded in holding
intense fighting on 2

through alry Brigad
nother day of

ntry Division

Tih 1

ment, pitted against the st Panger

3 s, T withedvawal waards Caestochowa

the Warta River open o the st Panger Division,

n“ the gain. The Poles responded
ks of the campa

g the breach in the Polish defences, the German
e dis efforis on this sector the next day,

I 4 September, the Fih Infantry Division had been veduced o a ¢ couple
of haualions, These baules ¢ i v along the boundiries
Between Army Lode and Army Krakow were the most vital consequence
of the first few days of fghei o they opened up the gite
w. Sinee the e the majoriny of the German
weld the greatest potential
ww elirection

nk was a linle

righie —I!l!.ll' due o the skilful defence by the
Ith Mec st the Zned Paneer 1N
th by

General

The Polish Seacoast Defence
Forco consksted of & number of
coastal-gun battories and
hunkers arsund Okaywie and Hel.
The Gksywie garrisen held eut
unitil 16 Septombor, and the Hel
garrison did not surrender until
1 Oetaber. O of the four
182mm Bofors batteries
emplaced on the Hel poninsula
survived the war and has beon
preserved in the park behind the
armed forces museum in
Warsaw. (Author}
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A German matarised column
maoves through a devastated
Pofish town. In 1839, motorcycles
were widely used in the German
ey for Peconnatssance in
conjunction with light-armeured
ears like the Sdifz 221, seen
further back in the calumn.
[MARA}

Although the Pales did not have
‘extensive border fortifications
like the Maginet line, they had
some modemn bunker complexes
alang major approaches to key
cithes, such as in Silesia. The
ot heavily fortified arcas were
north of Warsaw inelding the
Miawa defences, and the cider
and mors established Modiin
parrisan. (MARA}

idled in the defenc
ng the gap

the city of Krakow. The mountainous ternin §

an orderly withdrawal prévemed the Germans from penetrs
between Armies Keakow and K
The Palish high command wa

ty

ched by the fist pace of the ¢
srectly anticipated that the ma
thrust woultl emanite out of kL towards Warsaw, so Ay
deploved as the main strtegic reserve
Prusy consisted of three infanuy di

man

advance. Polish planners had 1 German

15y Wik

his avenue of aack, Army
el a cavalry brigade, but it
sptember 1939 due o the delayed
mobilisition problems and the effectivencs of the Lufwalle campa
The main threaw came from the rapid
anzer D ns towards Piotrkow. A
disorganised  counteratt] ted by elements of the Polish
19ih Infantry Division near the iy on the moming of 5 Seprember, but
the Germans emploved the mobiliv of their Panzer units o fined the many
gaps in the Polish deft b, the Piotrkow fighting
irveslve o of the few significant contacs between Polish
tanks formations when the Polisl 2od Tank Banalion was eommitted 1o the
defence of the citv. Although the TTF nks managed o knock ot
17 Panzers, two s rs-for a loss of only
pwer ks of th a5 pot used iy

wis not fully concentrated on 31

against limes ol commumicati
advance of the 4th and s

was o

et Curiously eng

il Caepmm

s el L smoured

sprapelled g
awn, the Polish anmour in the sector
rateed form
these critical batbes, Gen Ku
of Army Poznan 2
again rebufed by Ryde-Smigly.

conges

ek bs effects were inconsequential. In the midst of
wha continued w push for
ainst the northern fank of Army Growp South, but was

A cOommiment

By the evening of 5 September, the boundany between Army Loclz and
Ay K
staunch the flow. The o I
Piotrkow, bt the Tenth As
northern flank, opening the way 10 Kielee, The Polish defence

ow I been fully rupred. and Army Prusy was unable 0
mzer divisions managed o push through o
had also pushed boack Ay Rrakow's
|
approaches 10 Warsw was on the verge of collapse, On the evening of
5 Seprember, Marshal RydeSmigly ordered that Ay Lode, Army Rrakew
1o withidizw 1o the east bank of the Vistula,

w

and Army Prosy should begg
rather than be wapped and destroved. In additon, Kueeba's Army Posman
was ordlered eastward o the Vistila before seeing any significant combat
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A German artillery unit passes
through a Polish village. The load
vehicle is a 3-torne hali-track,
Eowing the standard divisional
Hiedd gun, the 105mm loFH 18,
[NARA}

The situation in the sauth Bad become equally bleak, even if not as
consequential 1 overall Polish plans, The German units bad finally
biroken out of the mountains and were pressing havd wowands Krakow
The skilful defence of the 10th Mechanised Brigade was eventually
everwhelmed by the determined onslanghios of the 2nd Paneer Division
Seprember, the e
units were ordered 1o fall back aver the Dumajee River protecting the
1l of Krakow
I 5 Seprember, both sides began o rewssess theie plans. The ORH

and Srd Mounin Division, On the evening of sh

sonthern fank of the old capi

hael been hesitant w commin oo many of §is divisions eastward for lean

that they would have to be urned ar
With no evidence of any French a
e, b B ot yer disappeared wnders in the field
Poles were obwviously
mk of the Vistula,
Ay Podenan
Neting the withdrawal of Polish units from their fronts, the German fiekd
g a0 the initial plass for Case Whi
pnising that their units would have w posh further cast than
inally amticipaied w0 envelop and  destrov the lish army
Bravchitseh and OKH remained hesitant at this: commitment, sl
concerned that il nnits becwme entangled wothe east, they would be
difficult 1o extract in the event of 2 French offensive. As late as
5 Seprember, Brauchitsch forbade Bock from pushing too far castwand
Brauchitsch changed his position only on % September

like Rumdstedy, it was hecoming clear thar th
attempting o awvoid a decisive battle on the westery

exemplificd by the continued inactivite of Ruteeel

commanders were un

rie

ori

which time

it was blatanty evident that the Poles were avoid the German

encirclement attempts by withdrawing, while the French activiey was
Tomited 1w token offensive
The

of restraining the

ish \ml,llum was grum, a5 there appeared 1o be litle prospect
n German throse out of Silesia, Morve alarming
the Germans were advancing Faster than the

sles conbd retreat, and a



successiul withdrawal 1o a new defensive line on the Visila was far from
assured. RydzSmigh's main objective continued to be the avoidance of
& decisive batthe on the west banks of the Vistula in order o keep the
army in the feld until the anticipated F!rud\ mter-offensive, This of
course was based on a »cnmu i st
The of the y 3
Smlglv o order the formation of another strategic reserve, Army Lubl
ng reserve units, By the evening of 7 Seprember. Ry

a week. Since this would solate him from the armies in the ficld, hc
Warsaw to Breesc-nad-Bugicm
w10 handbe the transi

cratical time in the
establishment of ihe Visula the high
ol was disrupted. U receved contradictiony orders from
i Braese, orders often arrived oo late or not at all, and some
armies were essenially cut off from any contact with the high com

OF the Polish armics in the field, Avmy Rrakow's position was l]u—
Late on 7 September, the Sth Panger Division found an
throgh the H, aing, andl beygan 1o move
hehind the wlish defensive lines from the norhwese. On the
other Mank, the German dth Light Division and 45t Infantry Diviston
seized Tamow on 7 Seprember after the forces of Army Malopolska
withelrew | the Nida River lne on the night of 6 September against
orders, A davlong baule ensued as Army Krakow tried 1o fight its way
out of the noose heing quickly tdghiened around .

The tour other cenral Polish armies continued 1o retreat towards
the Vistula, bt they were alarmed 1o find than the CGerman mechanised
units were outpacing them, The most serious sination existed in the
ruptired boundary bepween Army Lodle and Army Prusy, with both the
Panger Diviston racing through the gap towards Warsaw, The
sitwation on the northern front facing Prussia was less dire for the
et thie Wehirmacht wins corsol I.umg\hr forces than ha
ted castward through the Pome i
a major offensive thrust, Connterattacks by Ay Modlin were
unsnccesstul. Bock had been arguing with the OKH for some ame that
B b allowed o press the amack I||rtl 0 the east. The advantage of
ok would be o undermine any Polish attempt to create a
il the
o carry out this option, bt the debate
Bowk's forces did not Jaunch the renewed offy
after the i of the campaign. By the
beginning 1o shift it views wowards those held by the
that an eastward thrust would be necessary
forces. her tham push el southward along the western bank
of the Vistala, Bock's forces would be permitted o thiast down the
eastern bank, w threaten Polish defences along the river line.

the con

unelefended g (i

ula. The ORH was ar first reluctimt o

nedd academic as

inaction in the west
On 3 Seprember, France and Britain declared war on Germany, There
was rejoicing on the streets of Warsaw, There was also hope that the




Beitish Vickers, but with & diesel
engine and a Gofors 37mm gun.
Pelish armoured units gave a

good account of themsstves, but
were 160 fow in number to have
much affoct. (Gearge Bradford)

ation would be followed by military action by the Western powers,

+ the mobilisation of the French army was very slow, while no real
ions agains
Germany. In spite of Gamelin’s promises 1o the Poles in May, F
strategic planning was defensively oriented. The French army intended
w0 use the shield of the Maginot line 10 prevent any major Ges
To cover the unprotecied north-cast flank,
ce's substantial mechanised forees would be commined o the

|}1.m~ Imd been made for any major offensive opers
nelh

man
incursion into Franc
Fra
establishment of a forward defensive line in Belgium along the Dyle
River. However, since Belgiom bad declared s oes n 1936,
Framce would wait until the Germans violaed Belgian neamraline before
moving their mobile formations forward. The French at the time were
confident that they could defear the Germans using a defensive strategy,
since they were comvinced thar the 0 Jesson of the First Workd War
was that defence had become o stronger

cans of war than offense,
Gamelin was in no rush since he expected thin the Poles would hold
for three to four months, The French, the Poles, badl
il the pace of the new side of

Gamelin's sssurance 1w the Poles in May
with m | intention of major action. The problem was not e
bt will, Confined within the suaightiacker of France's -
strategy. in early Seprember, Gamelin informed his British allies that he

underestim

nch commanders.
no enthusiasm at all for atlempring w initiare a decisive batile
with the Germans, The general staff had alveady prepared plans for an
affensive into the Saar in 1938 as one possible option during the Czech
is. The plans were dusted off t half-hearted attempt w0 honow
ce's commitments to Poland. French units began
n 4 Seprember, and nine divisions began a move into uangr
Sk (16-mile) front on 7 September. These units ok modest
and advanced Skm (5 miles) 1o the edge
artially built Siegfried line.
melin ordered the commander of the Saar offensive,

The ghosts of the 1914=18 war we
There w

casualties, mainly from mines,
of Germany's p
from Poland, €

Disturbed by the grim news




o halt and go on the defensive on 12 Seprember. The
bafter Poland's defear.
1y Force

General Pretela,
forces were withdrawn on 4 October 1

Britain's actions were no bolder, The British Expedithon
suild mot begin o arrive in France for months. The debate in Britain
o possible actions was, at times, surreal, The see v of state for
air, Sir Kingsley Wood, condemned calls in the
retliatory i sy, reminding his fellow polincins
that they were suggesting an ek on private propery. British milivary
s om Germany, derided by

d Commans for

inise

acticn was Hmited 1o campaign of leafle

ne Member of Parliument as “‘confeui warfare'
Hitler had hoped that Britain and France would
aliogether, Their timid response lefi the Poles o their
its great strategic opportunitics, as German forces in the
an officers

mdan Poland
France

Tirew

awav one

west were 100 thin o repulse any fullscale ass
ed about the camy fiter the war expressed their fiom beliel
that if Franee hal struck in force in Seprember 1939, is army would
have reached the RI sf weeks, and possibly won the war
France would have Gwced o fir different army in 1939 than the one tha
it confronted a year later. The full force of the banle-tesied Welimmacht
and, confident that its Bold new tactios would

intervie

= in A couple

wintild be divected west
erase the shame of 1918 The French amy, demoralised by months of
ng failed to appreciare the lessons of the Polish
o defear in May 19440

phoney war, and |

campaign, would iself suffer an ignom

The Bzura counter-offensive
With catastrophe looming, RydeSmigly began to listen more attentively
tor Ceem Tadewss Kutracha's insistent pleas o permit o conmer-offensive
exposed flank of the German Eighth Army.
ual plans now appearing b Rydz-Smighy fnally
by Army Poznan, The e ratiomale
ck was 1o relieve pressure on Army Lode and permit a
al o W and the Visiula, Several variants of

b Army Poenan against the
With his orig
wedd (@ counter-atiac

seless,

muore orderly withdra

The German occupation of
Canchaslovakia in 1839 netted
the Wehrmacht & significant
mater pool, Inchuding medern
light tanks like the LT.35,
Designated as PrKptw 3501 in
German service, it wos used by

the 880 casusitios sulfored by |

the division, over 600 were
sustained during the intense
fighting nlong the Bzura.

i, Magruskl] 65



capability but about 40 TK and
TKS tankettos wene re-armod
with a 20mm anti-tank cannon.

Katrecha’s plan were discussed, including i de
retreating Avmy Pomorze
tejected as time was of the essence. Efforts were also planned o

wed attack 1o permit the

join the con tack, bun this was

ensive with Army Lodz and units in the

corondinate the counte

tions canised] by the

Warsaw area; however, the distuption to communic

maowe of the high command o Breese rendered this i

possible.

Although Rundstedt bad long worried about the threat w his
worthern (lank, lis fears bd abared as German inelligence mistakenly
reponed thiat much of Army Posnan had been transfered (o Warsaw I
vl Rundstedt continned w0 warn Blaskowits about the threat, but bis
Sty anad 30th Infanery Divisions were steetched out in their march cast
ol inattentive to the threat,

The Polish counter-atack afong the B River pre:
with a rare opportunity to enjoy modest numerical superiority over the
Germans. The attack wis launched with three infantry di
14l 17th aned 2ath = i the centre, supported by the Podolska and
Wiclkopolska Cawalry Brigades on ¢
started on the evening of

« the Poles

sions = the

sither fank. The counteradfensive
Srlioangh the Poles had a difficult
g comtrol of the town of Piotck, reserves were thrown in,
including some anketies, and the German defence finally crumbled. By
Lare: om 10 September, both German inaniry divisions were in retre tanl
[l ured over 1500 prisoners from the Stih Infantey Division
abone,

The Ga 0 reaction was swill and forceful. Rather than confront
the Polish attack divectly, Rundstedt ordered thar the oppornt
taken 10 engire aed destroy the Polish concemration. The Ist
Hth Paneer sy on the ouskires of Wiesaw, were ordered
o turn their atention westward anc block any anempts by Army Posy
sital. Within wo days, the Polish amacks had bogged
umerical supe

cpember
tinme s

wles

s,

o slips s the ¢

o and the Gerr
Thie 1%
wiming to break through and withdraw southward owards Rom
The ph

dish high command ordered Kutreeba o attack towards Radom

was sheer
sl mine infi
19 German divisions, five of which were Panzer and light divisions,

the Prkphw 35(1) tanks of Panzer
Regimant 11, knecking out the
tank of Lisutenant Victor
Hohenbohe, Prine ven Ratibor,
1. Magnushiy



By far the most potent tank of
e Saplember campaign was the
Patiptw IV armed with a
short-barrelled THmen gun.
Anncugh this type would lator
‘Become the mainstay of the
Garman tank force for most of
e war, in Seplember 1930
hars wero anty 211 in service,
MARK)

Butrzeba instead shifted the focus of his opers:
alistic goal of breakimg out easwand rowands Wa

AcEew in

stward was thwared

el

ratedd sirike
e lack of success on the g

area, Kutrzeba's plan for o conce
when the Germans siruck first.
promped the Wehrmacht commanders wo ask for move air support. T
Luftwaffe responded with 2 massive air atiack on 16 September;
S20 aireraft dropping $28,000kg { 725.0001bs) of bombs. On the ground,

the 16th Panzer Corps began s anacks that day as well, The units in the
Baura pocket were taking a horvible pounding from German anillery
amdd Stukas, and Ruteeba realised it was only a maner of time before
his faltering perimeter would be ruptored. On the evening of
16 Seprember, he ordered his units to begin mking steps 1o break om of
the pocket through a gap north of Sochaceew, which the thinly stretched
Hh Panzer Division did niot control. Remnanis of the Podolska and
Wiclkopola Cavalry Brigades along with the 15th and 25th Infaniry
Divisions broke out of the pocket and into the Kampinos Forest on the
northern edge of Warsaw, The remaining Polish forces beld out for two
cowce collapsed on 18 Seprember, though i

more divs. Ovganised e
hree days before the Germans mopped up the st isolaed pockers

e
of resistance. About 120,000 Polish troops were captured and Army

o

e and Aroy Posnan were wiped out.

The Beora counteroffensive had several shoriterm benefits for the
Polish army, giving Army Warsaw and Army Lublin time o prepare {or
the defence of the capital, bt by derailed the main German
thrust towards Warsins by abont a week, Geoman con ndlers writing
after the war have argued that the mick would have had more serious
s himself hadd suggested
k. arguing that it

conseuences i nnched earlier = as K
Polish historians have criticised the focus of the
ched further east, 1o provide

ree

shouhd have been
i
riposte was delivered, Inoaddinon, the lack of coordi
with the neighbouring units huas been Gaulied.

The conduct of the Bama counteroflensive highlights the two
i S0 compared with the

he

mics 1o escape over the Vistula when the ineviable German
ionn of the g

endrmnos s o the Polish army in 1
Wehrmacht, The Polish army was far less mobile than the Welirmachi.

&7



BZURA COUNTER-OFFENSIVE, 8-12 SEPTEMBER 1939
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BZURA COUNTER-OFFENSIVE, 13-14 SEPTEMBER 1939
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On the aftermean of 7 September
18939, elements of the 4th Panzer
Division broke Into the western
suburbs of Warsaw, The tank
units wers given a bloody nose

turmn its attention back westward.
(HARA)

SECION, Mune

roim distant location v waitesil
for the haggard remnants of A The
Palish infantry foughe ml] when the odds were near even, but the
Germans were able to i

- while the Poles despe
v Pomarze o arrive on soel

acal s firepower superiorin by
or handicap faced by the
antigueted communications, Onee the counteraffensive
haul Tin

s contact with Polish forces outside of his sec

bemin, Kutrse
and was unable

o his operations with units near Warsiw,
ol in Breese proved poorly suited to directing complex

The high cor
aperations from such an isolated location,
The siege of Warsaw

The rupiire besween Aroy Lode and Ar
elements of the German Tenth Army, the st
o the outskires of ¥ frermoon of 7 September,
Polish plans for Warsow were in flux at the time. The city was gripped §
panic on the evening of 6 September when it was annonnced that the
high command was heing vansterred w Breese and that men i sclected
ge groups were o leave the city and form up in the area east of the
capital, This last order was comntenmanded by the Warsaw Defence
tommand of General Walerian Croma and the city's feisty mavor, Stef;
Feviiski, The mavor arged W, main calm
otitskirts of the city. Warsaw wis aeting as a
fally mobilised Polish unies, and Polish
ed on a prolonged defence, regandless of

d Al Paneer Divisions,

ww o the

ow residents w1

help erect defences on th
magnet for retreat
commanders in the cry de

anl

thie plans of the high co

Ceerman tanks from the 4th Panzer Division first began o probe ine
the Ochis ag of 8 Sepn
greeted by pointblank arrlle German
adequately supported by infaney and took moderate Josses from
el ATmm ant-tank field guns that b been
positioned at key street imtersections, The fighting petered ot
L sbses when the 4th Panzer Div alled westward

hs in the ¢ mber but wene

sl

A Were naot

rvoull s anel

thwart the Brura River connter-oflensive



A Posish THS tankette company
i the Warsaw aren prepares

far a counter-attack on

13 September 1939, These

wmadl vehicles had their
sceasionnl success againat
Garman infantry, but their thin
armoisr and moehing-gun
armament gave them very limited
sembat powar, (Gearge Bradiord)

With the counter-offensive on the
Brura checked, the German
fercus continued their attacks on
Warsaw. Here 8 German infantry
unit supported by a SdKiz 232
armaured car ks engaged In
streat fighting with the Palish
17th Grieznienska Infantry
Division in the strets of
Sochaczew on the approaches o
Warsaw on 18 Soptember 1038,

aw resuined on 15
rih since Rundstedi’s Army
Bauira fighting, Army Group

When the attacks on Wa
from the north, from Bock's Army Group N

September they came

Group South was presceupied with th

arhead consisted of the units of Thivd Army. The chany

North's sp
plans in midSepiember had permitted Bock 1o deploy his forees on

both sicles of the Vistula, so the Thicd Army atack came down both the

western and eastern banks of the

+ hitting the Praga suburb on the

net able 1o create
ol the
second wave of fighting rook place neainly in the northern suburbs, By

il The Germuns wer

east bank particularly

corcbon arounid the city wnil the Bewra fighting was completed,
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Having sutfered & Bloody nose at Mokra, the 4th Panrer
Division crunched through the battened Polish Bnes during
he follewing twe days. WIth the brittle Polish defences
cracked wide open, the 4th Panser Divissan was able to lake
advantage of s mebility to carry out one of the most
successtul Panser missions of the campalgn, saploiting its
‘and racing to Warsaw. Reaching the outskirts
of Warsaw & weeh sfer the alart of the campaign, the
Ath Panzer Diviskon pushed imto the Ochota suburbs in the
southwestem approsches to the city.

The ensuing battle highlighted the problems with
‘operating mechanised forces i urban areas. By the time the
Ath Panzer Divisson reached Ochota, the Poles had managed
o seraps up & number of units 1o defend the capital. Lacking
dedicated anti-tank weapans the Poles deployed 7Smm feld
guna to cover key stroet intersections. Tho German Pansers
of 1939 were nol the impregnable stes! lortresses of latar
yoars, and were vuinerable to nearly any weapon heaveer
than & fight machine gun. They could be Blown open by
TSmm fieid gun, and a confrontation between o Panser
ity stumbiling through unfamiller streets and 8
‘welt-placed flekd gun behind a barricade had prodictable

resufts and many Panzers wers lost. The solution was to use
intantry to locate snd sliminate the field guns. But the sary
Panzer divisions had 100 few Infantry for swsch 4 mission,
wspocially whon faced with Polish intantry blockaded in
houses and behand barricades. Furthermare, the 4th Panser

Hare, & Pzphw Il light tank 1) cauticusly sdvances with
In support. i

mmmmmnnm

had ne way 1o communicats with the tanks, lacking a radie
link excapt ot battalion level. The experiences of tank use in
Wirsaw woukd corvinge German Panzer commanders that

wrtan battlos wore batter ket to the infantry, & lesson that

SRl resonates with contemparary armous officers.

The attack of the 4th Panzer Division petersd out afier &
couple of days of hand fighting due to events scouring
further west. Whils the 415 Panzer Division had been raeing
‘ta Warsaw, Gan Kutrzoba's Army Poanan had lsunched &
urprise countoratinek on Qerman infantry divisions moving
o Warsaw. The ensuing battie along the Baurs River
temporarily hafled the attacks on Warsaw and they did
ot resume until kater in the menth after the Polish forces
wore suroended and crushed. Howard Germard)



With the Pursult Brigade out of
action after the first week of air
combat, air defonce of Warsaw
was left up to the anti-adroraft
batteries. The defence

mainly employed the locally
manufactisred Bators 40mm gun,
fut 44 of these more powerful
TEmm we. 38 anti-aircraft guns
wore In service in 1839,
[Pilswdsid Institutel

“Black Monday', 25 September
1838, saw the most intense
German air and ortillery atiacks
on Warsaw, Indeod the columns.
of smoke and dust were 5o
donse that a significant number
of bombs were dropped en
Gurman positions, causing
considerable fricticn between
the Wehrmacht and Luftwaffe
ower sirike planning. (MARA)

led into

20 Seprember, the remnants of Army Poeanan had st
Waarsiw, mainly through the Kampinos Forest north of the iy,

1 the fighting on the Beura Targely over by 21 Seprember, the
lly encircled the city with 13 divisions, about i third

Wehrmacht grad
ol their forces in Poland. Rundstedt’s Army Group South again closed
off the southern and western edges of the city, One thousand arillery
b Gor atempt

pieces wi

e brought up for the fieal pssaule. The [
= on 23 September bt it made few gains as the Poles
red. The next

were

by an

tack, on 25 Seprember, wis prec

enormous artillery and air bombardment, which went down in city
1,200

legend s Black  Mondiy'
inchuding u

i participated, even
en used as bombers
in this
The
1y waas

st o servc
dropping some 13 per cent of the incendiary bombs that ¢
attack fed to intense clouds of smoke and dust, so bombing acen

rosle,

nan infantry in the norih-
n army and air force
= sor binter thae Hitler had 1o personally

5
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2. 15 September. German Third Army launches attacks against the
north of the city on both banks of the Vistula. The suburb of Praga
on the east bank is particularly heavily hit.

3. 18=21 September. Aoute of retreat of
remnants of Army Poznan from Bzura
counter-offensive.

4. 19 September. Sortie by the 60th Infantry

B8t Infantry Regiment Bmem-lmur

40th Infantry Regiment 7. 19 September. Sorties by the
86th Infantry Regiment 144th and 360th Infantry Regiments to
Southern Sector repulse attack on western perimeter.

H 218t Infantry Regiment
| 62nd Infantry Regiment
J 360th Infantry Regiment

Naorthern Sector 5. 23 Septembaer. With 1,000 artillery pleces assembled the first major attack on the city
K Tith infantry Regiment takes place. Little progress is made as the Poles are well-prepared.

Infantry Fegiment . 25 September. ‘Black Monday’; a major attack on the city Is preceded by an enormous
o artillery and air bombardment. Some 1,200 aircraft take part in the attacks.

South-sast Sector
0 21st Infantry Regsment
P 138th infantry Regiment

THE BATTLE FOR WARSAW

8-26 September 1939, viewed from the southwest, showing the initial attacks on the city's southern
suburbs by 4th Panzer Division, the retreat of the remnants of Army Poznan into the city and the
subsequent German siege and assault.

GERMAN FORCES ’
1 dth Panzer Division
2 10th Infantry Division
3 31t Infantry Dwvision
4 46th Infantry Division
5 19th Infantry Division
& 15t Light Division
7 18th infantry Division
8 217th Infantry Division
9 21st Infantry Division
10 1st Reconnaissance Brigade
11 61st Infantry Division
12 11th Intantry Dévision

8. 26 September. Southern
forts finally overcome paving
the way for capitulation.

1. B-9 September 1939, Initial attacks by the 4th
Panzer Division on Ochota and Wola suburbs. They
are greeted by point-blank artillery fire. The German
tanks are not effectively supported by infantry and
suffer losses from camouflaged 37mm AT guns and
T5mm field guns. 9 September. Fighting peters out as
Ath Panzer Division is recalled westward,
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litle secognition of realiy and was more an acr of despertion. The

il in central Poland were either occupied

major forces west of the Vis
i Hlesand-death stroggd,

o the Vistula, Furthermore, the situation of the Southem
Fromut wiws ot s secure as Rye gy might luve hoped. The German
completed its arduons climb 1

g the Brura River, or in the process of

which b
achied Sambar that day and was on the «

Ist Mountain Division
the Carpathians, had r
al of Lwow on 12 Sepember,
Soviet Union announced a general mobilicition on 11 Seprember

By 14 September, the Northern Front had been completely routed
1 Operational Group Navew oxasted in pame only, thongh
seatiered gronps continued 1o resist. The remmianis of Army Modlin cast
of the Vistula succeeded i Iy Lashion, bt
suffered he arb,
Ryvele-Smigly 1 Polish Iy,
Mivnow in the Romanian bridgelhead ar
this stage, national co-ordination of the Polish defence effon ceased due
ighting now fell on

of the regional capit s oardnanisty, the

Spe

withdwing in a more
i Beads
n withdrwing 1o

s By

vy losses in the proc

command b

mel later

o communication problems, The conduct of the
the shoulders of loeal comumanders,

The sitation with the Southern Front contined 1o deterorate. The
tromt commander, General 8, Sosnkowski arrempred 1o withd v
Rrakow and Army ) wibska east to L
attempt to coordinate the formations. when the rapidly adancing
Lol Paneer Division and Aeh Light Division drove o wedge between them
Virtually unopposed, 2od Panser Division had deiven so deep bebind
Polish forees that it w dle e nenthward 1o begin the ¢
ol Army Rrakow, On 1 Seprember, Army Lublin, remamed as the Central
Fromt, began arriving from the siond in aosain atempe to reinforce Army
Rrakow. By this stage the anmy was fighting a desps with Ceerman
Torces th ee sides and which |
s, including the 215t Mouni

In the early moming of 17 Sepie er, the Polish ambassador i
Moscon was informed that the Red Ar
el “to protect i fraternal Bvelorussian and Ukrair

o b e was symied in his

cireliement

ey managed
1 Divisiom

= somme of its

wy wies beginning o intervene

eastern Pol,

1930, & German infantry unit

T8



population”, The Polish high command, which had expecied the start uf
the French ive that day, was suddenly faced with an F
calamity. The Soviet invasion put an end 1o any hopes for a pralonged
defence of Potand cast of the Vistuba,

The Savict operations In sastam Poland had been anticipated im the

sccrel i of the Mol -Ribb pact. Stalin's delay in
amlungr’nhndmmpaﬂ dus munmml}'mcrﬂmveacﬂonﬂfﬂn
Western Allles, the unexpeeicdly rapid pace of the German advance, the
dinraciion of military uperalony in the Far East and the dme needed e
mohilisc the Bed Army. Beides the dramutic évents in Poland, Stalin was
prevecupied with the undeclared war between the Soviet Unlon and
Japan, which culminated im the decisive Sovlet victory at Bhalkin Gal in
Seprember 1939, An arml.moe wal slgm-d with Japan on 15 September,
and Soviet intelligence T d that German ioos wore
alveady operating east of the pmpoud Sewiet—German derarcadon line.
As 2 result, 3ralin was forced to act sponer than planned.

The decapittion of the Soviel officer corpa by the purges of 1937
snd 1938 hindered & major military operativn of s azale. The Red
Armry general ataif estimated it needed several weeka to fully mobllse.
The German advance had proceeded much more quickly than the
Sovics had anticipated, Fercing a gy commitment of rhe ill-prepared
Red Army to sccure (he speils of the ireaty agreement. The Bed Army
had expectad the Getman spraded 1o be an updated vemion of te
Fimt World War patiern: a serics of barder clashes until bath sides
mohilised and deployed their matn forces for decisive bartle. They had
overinoked the possibility thut Germany would meke from 2 fully
mobilised posnare aginst their sualler and only partially mobilised
apponent. The planning was alrcady well in place a3 the Red Army
general staff had prepared plans in 1958 for ntervention under various
scenarics during the Munich erisin.

The Red Army was arganised into twa (ronin and deployed e less
than 25 rifle divisions, 16 cavalry dividions and 12 wank brigades with a
totsl strengeh of 466,516 iroops. The Red Anny's ok farces sent into
Poland actually excecded the number of tanks and armevred vehicles of
the Germans and Poles combined, amouptdng to 573 mnks amd
280 armourcd cars. The Red Air Foree was also commitied in strength,
tatalling about 200 combat aircraft. Fighters, consisting mainly of
T-16 and [-15bis, made up about &0 per cent of the atacking force, along
with medium bomber such a1 the 88 accounting for anather 3 per
cent of the foree. The rexainder of the combat elements were army
co-aperation types like the B4 biplane.

Polish dafences had been stripped bare in the cast. Normally the
horder was guarded by the Border Defence Corps (KOF) with about
18 battaliona and 12,000 woops along the Soviet franter, These forces
ware little more than light inEantry with very lide i the way of artillery
support, Forthermors, many of the unio had been ordered westward 25
reimforcements, keaving only a token force behind, The faree ratio was
Tudicrowsly eneided, roughly one Follsh hatmlion per Sovier corps.

Red Army mobilisaon was chaotic at best. Due w the upeoming
harvest, il was difficult to Gl cut the unin with their nmal aopply of
warsnobilisation trucks From the civilian sector. As a result, Sovict
farmations, even @nk beigades, schdom hadd even half of their wbie-of
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The Scwiet invasion on
17 September caught the Poles
by surprise and little reslatance
‘was possible. Hers, a Soviet
WT-2 cruiser tank passes through
# village in sastern Poland. The
poor mechanical state of much

in Finland in 1940 and in the

opening phases of Operation
Barbarosss in June 1041,
. Magruski)

ansation i support vehiches, There was also o shor

v of spa
foor most types af vehicle inchuding ranks, Although the Red Army <-||I| "
of Battle (see p85) presents the pico
force,

) conventionally onganised
phazard

al groups. Indecd, there an

in Gact, the Soviet formations w

en deploved i a

fashion, loosely conf

ey
stibstantial disparities in the histo
partichpa
the operation was pr
el thee
Army relied on s cavaliy and armoured forces o sweep mpidly into
Poland. Horse-mechanised groups w
supporting cavalry divisions.

T

cal records about which wniis
h
el

ol aned under which commiand, due 1o the histe under w

pared, As a vesuli of their belaved and |

marbilisatic

Imost non-cxistent opposition they faced, the Red

created with tank brigades

witlerable confusion on the Polish side when news ol
n o filter through. A first there was some
b intervening to add Poland, a delusion thay

wans aquickly exposed when word arrived

e was ¢

wiet fnvasion st begs

hope that the Soviets my,
wmed chishes, Nevertheless,
/18 Septembaer ordered thn
the fronticr were o o engage Sovier
tlered with ih
bridgelicad. However, the order was not
ommmander of the RO, Bri;
Ruckemann, ordered his troops o figh

the high command on the evening of
the ROF and other units
forces except in self<defence or if the Sov
miovement o the Romar
widely received, Tistead the
W. Orlil
the RO
near seve

5 in

lier-General

A
Skirmishes Detwe

and Red Army inis wook place all alos

he fromticr, esp

of the major cities such

s Wil and Grodne, and along
. The st fighting. not
heeastern Polan, since regulan

the fonified zone in the Sarmy
SUFp
Palish army units were grvitning wowards this see
Romanian frontic

ngly, vk place in Galicia in
near the

rial
This
arred mostly on the fird day of the Soviet invasion, as the sunviving
ape inn R i
Surviving Polish lighters had been subordinated o the Pursuit Brigade

the few e,
n the Polish air foree and the Red Air Foree

Cralica wiks s where there was any significa

combat betwe

Polish air foree units had  been ondered




Bucsacs to the south-east of Lwow,
Palish fighters downed an
aged three further Sovietaireraft, The
w the Pursuit Brigade w i taking with
L and eight FZL BT Gighters: the lase remnams of the
combut elements of the Polish air force. A number of Soviet aireraft
g 10

which was headquartered ne

During the fiest contaces on 17 Seprembs
RS anel vwor SB hombers, andd o

evacuated s Ro

were lost in subscquent fghting, mosdy w ground fire, Accor

recently declassified records, only five aircrew weve Killed during the
fighting. attesting
shor cunpetign
The Germans had not been forewamed aboue the date of dhe Sover
sersion s b been «
1 the boundaries set by the Malom=Ribbentrop
fan's 19h Corpe On 17 Seprember, the OKW isued
a directive w s units ontlining the forthest poins cast
advance. On each sucoeeding day the ORW issued new Boune
graducally pulling back and prevent
On 20 September, Hiter explicith ordered units 10 stop any combag
opcratons east of the houndary line. All German troops were (o wil
o e definitive fine laid down i the Molowov=Ribbentrop pact Iy
21 Seprembern. On 22 Seprember 1939, 4 ceremony was held in Brocse and
the forress was handed over w Sovier forees by the Wehrmache, The
Cerman side was represented by the corps commander, General Heing
while the Soviet side wis represented by Colonel 5.M,
ol the 20nh Tank Bragade. Krivoshein was one of the Bed Army's
1 ank commanders, having commanded o Soviet ank
Batralion i the defence of Madrid during the Spanish Civil War, In spite
of precamtions: there was some anintended fighting with the Red Aomy,
especially

the relatively small scale of Soviet air losses in this

hi unpeey Some German forces Tad

already advaneed beyo

pact, especially Gudee

ng any encounters with the Re

Gudey
Krivinl
mos! CXperieT

sl the city of Lwoww, but generally both sides adhered o the

agreeny
As o result of the
Bude-Smigly ordered that all Polish units should vetrean into Romania,

™

srvention of the Red Ay, on 17 Seprember

German trocps mest the
commander of & Soviet
OT-T crulser tank in sastern
Paland in late September 1838,
thern ware seme
unintended clashes botween
Saviet and German forces near
Lwow, relations betwoen the two
future epponents were generaliy
proper. |J. Magnuski)




The alty was ta preserve as much of e Polish anny as possible and 1o
evemually evacnare it o France o continue the swugghe againse the
Gormans. However, by this stage, only the majer anmy geonps acwally
received the insttuctions and few were in any position W a1 on the
arder, Nevergheless, the most sigmiticane metiesl cunsequence of the
Suvier intervention was 0o ke the reqention of a Romanian
ridgehead imposible, thereby greatly reducing the number of Polish
tresopet able to escape ints neighbouring Romania and Hungary.

Armry Keakow was ane of the few remaining fermations within a
reasanable distance of the Romanian froatier. Fuel was collecied from
all available mowor vehickes and provided o the @rmy’s mechanised
wnits, including the cecenily formed Waraw Mechanised Brigade and
the It Light Tank Baualion. These ank units speatheaded the
anempred break-out through e German lires near Tomaszow Lubelsk
on 18 Seprember. The attack was partially successful in peneirating
the Tines of the 4th Light Division, bur the 2nd Panzer Diviston covnen
avacked and prevented a break-out, The attacks were repeated on
0 Seprember and were the Lugest ankversustank engagements of the
canpaign. The filure of these atacks conpelted Army Krakew to
survender an 20 Seprember 1934,

The contnuing defence of Lwow by the Poles presented one of the
muore ticklish diplomuatc sinations 33 there were Uerman fonces on one side
and Smiel on the other, Polisk forces in and arotaid the cigy amouned 1o
aliem six divisions. The Polsh commander, General Langner, found
hirnself completely snevoundadd and decided to surrender 1o the Red Army
rather than the Germans, The Polish. garvisen in due city of Lwow, emmed
in by both Soviet and Gemaan forces, finally sumendered on 72 Sepuember.
Chtensibly, te men would he frec to g0 hame, and e officers 15 find their
wity south to Rowsnid, In face the NEVD rounded up the officen before
mansicring them st Kagn and athier locatiany the Eellowing year in one of
the: mure infamous arociies of the wan

Taolated: units fram the shattered Northern Fron anempied 1o make
theic way through Tomasaaw Lubelski but were haled by the
Wehmnachi The bulk of there forces surrendered 1o the Germans, but
isnlgred unics, some numbering 1,000 troops or more, continied w try
to escape, The law majar group, about 200 moeps under Colonel
Tadeuss Zicleniewski, surrendersd aear Niske vn 2 Ocwber,

The ROP border units and other scawered forces in the north had
o apportunity to teach the Romanian fronter. Gemeral Franciszek
Klecherg collecied abour 16000 troops under his command and
intended 1w move westwardl o reinforce the Wanaw defeaces. Out of
vadio cammunication, they had no ided thar Warssw had fallen and
they continued o push west. Encounrering the German 13th Mowrised
Infantry Division, hey Faught a fourday baule around Kock before
Firally surcendering an 6 Gewber 1930,

In spite ol the puny size of Palish forces in (e border arca, the Red
Army kot 996 men and 2583 wounded in the Bghiing, Tank casualdes
amounted 0 42 combar lossca and @ further 429 mechanical
breskdowns and orher non-combat losses.

The Soviet invasion shoreened the Polish campaign by several weeks,
The eastern region of Poland was lest developed than the wesiern areat.
Lt alma had fewer roads and the terrain was more suicsble fur defence. As
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vier than in the first oo weeks of the we
¢ of the fighting escalated. The immediane acical
he Polish army wis 10 provent a Large po

Army haed captored 94
wecords state that the
this number included a Mgnlfk'm! :\umln_r of government ndlir I,
postal workers, police and other non-military personnel who were
rotimided up as part of the policy 1o *de-Polonize” the region, Most of the
officers caprured in 1939 were murdered in 1940 a0 Katyn and other
Jocations, while many of the troops were deported o Siberia along with
thowsands of government officials, civic leaders, teachers and clergy.




CONCLUSION

% were
4 Cerman tanks
of which 217 were total write-offs. The 4th Paneer
Division suftered the heaviest ank losses, a1 of 51 tanks, due 1w
its tangle with the covaley ar Mok and s :Illllnl thash inws the
Warsaw suburbs. Other equipment losses included 319
195 artillery picces, 6,046 vehicles and

olish
dead, 1 riNI\\ |1|1'1|.
and over HHL00 by the Soviet Union. Ger

about 16000 dead and
were knocked out,

O womnded, A total of 6

el s,

38 maotorove ke
For the German
experience pir

the Polish campaign was a sital leaming
zainst bis First World
War adversiry, France. Today it is difficalt wo recall how highly regarded
the French army was in 1939, 1t was a larg
silern arsenal and o herit
afer the French defeat in 1440 ) underbving shorco
v, the Polish campaign was & necessary iest
of men and machines, The outcome of the contest v

o its more daunting mission

wellequipped foree with o

e of victony the 1914=18 war. It was only

s became
evident, For the Gern

s ever i serdons

toubt, but new

cties, traiming and technology b
highlighted the skills of the bever commanders and moops

tir be proven, The

also. providing many German divisions with their fise combar

ience. 1t was especially valuabde in validating the Panzer divisions
andd the revolutionary potential of combined arms warfave. Some
snch and British observers dismissed the o
t

af the campaign as
shearmy, therely

able due 1 the poor perdformance of the P

underestimating the imporance of the pew Guwtics, T

= Carrimians were

The Palish 10th Mechanised
Brigade, nicknamed the Back
Brigade bocause of their blsck
Inather tanker's jackets, was one
of the units that withdrew into
Romania snd Hungary in Late
Septembar. Commanded by
Stanislaw Maczeh, soen in the
centre of the photo in the boret,
the unit was ro-formed twics, in
France in 1840 and again in
[Britain in the same year. it
became the core of the st
Polish Armoured Division,
vaau-m-hm-l-mu
Gap fighting in Mormandy in
1544, {J. Magnuski)



son dhismissive of Polish performance in 1959, recognising thar the
imtensity of the fighting verified the new 3 1l ctrme, More
perceptive British observers dubbed the new combined arms tctics as
Blitzkrieg', a word that entered the military vocabulary a tew months
Bater following the stunning defeat of France,

gosl, the
shorieomings that needed o be addressed, The
a [ailure, lacking the strength of the
dnfantry divisions or the firepower of the Paneer divisions. I view of the
suceess of the

While German army performance in Poland had been very g
campaign had reve

Bight divisions hadl proven 1o

Pamzer divisions, the light divisions were convened o this
patern in gime for the French campaign. The Polish fighting rey
the necd to improve many aspects of combined arms operations. The

e

Panzer divisions were tank heany and infantry lighe, Tank and infantry

ec-operation at the beginning of the war wis poor, s wis so evident at

deep bohind Polish lines, but as
& result wore vulnerable to
ambush. More motorcycles waere.
bost dusring the eamaaign than
any other type of motor vehicle,
This is & civilian metorcycle
prossed Into service, The riders
wanr an oldor pattern German
stathalm, #till soen in 1930 in
some reserve units and in units
that had recently beon formed
until enough of the new pattern
hatmat wars avaitable. (MARA)

Soma of the mest confused
fighting of the campakgn took
place arcund the city of Lwow
mfter the Gorman snd Soviet
forces bocame entangled in &
number of clashes. The Poles
began negotiating a surrender
with the Garmans on

21 September, seon hers under
 flag of truce with an officar
from ome of the German
meuntaln divisions. (NARA)
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The Garmans hed a victory
parade in Warsaw on 5 Octobor.
Hare Hitler is seen reviewing the
trasgs from o platform an
Ujazdowska Stroat. (HARA)

bttt vk in the campaign, g
5. but greater consideration had @ be
r aperations with ground lorees,

The Red Army, concentrating on its victory over Japan st Khalkin Gol
i the sune penod, learmed some lessons from the Polish experience
btit igmored most others. The level of taining of all ranks was poor, witly
icular weaknesses in the senior office
woops. German officers who had previous contace with the Red Army
through joint waining in the e 19208 were surprised an how badly the
Red Army had deteriomted by 1959, Halder concluded that it would
take them o decade 1o retrm w0 th
1893t prior 1o the purges. The sci
this dechine. Almaost 17
churing two weeks of ope

nperdiction  missi

ks

level of competence of the early
e of unk loss
per cent of the Red Ar

s was indicative of
tamnk force was lost
st a token opponent. These loses
came becise the Bed Ay was llprepaied o operate sophisticated
in banleficld condit It o thiat would
the more evident a few months lier during the invasion of
where the Red Anmy's pervisive problems were much more
clearly revealed 1w the world, For the Germ,
campabgn suggested that in spite of thei
Army was a mere paper tgen The F
confirmed sispicions and provided a furher enticement for Hitler's war
plans in the east

A total of about TG00 Polish wroops cscaped o Romania,
v anad the
sl ont aned abonr 35

neders, the Polish
shiny new technology, the Red
mnish war three months laer

Baltic republics in 1958 These men were gradually
mee where they
sade during the
L wbwosut FL00 of these tronps
where they farmed the seed

00 madde their way 1o F
served in four infantry divisions and a i
1940 campaign. Alter the defeat of Fr
miasede their way 1o Britain and North
of yet another Polish army. A the core of the group was the ren
of Colonel Stanislaw Macaek's 10th Mechanised Brigade, wl
performed so well with Army Krakow i Macrek later con
le in France
Britain, he organised the Ts Polish Armoured Division, whic

s
ach had

the mechantsed &

h fought
under his command in 194445, The Ist Polish Armoured Division is



most famous for its role in closing the Falaise (
gampaign, The Polish Second Corps was created in the Mediter
B Palish survivors of the Soviet prisoner-of-war caimps, released by Stalin
starting in 1992, These units, who won Fame for their cap Monte
€ L, took part in the later stages of the [
If the Polish campaign had revealed the techpical excelle
Wehrmacht, it also began 1o reveal its dark side. While civilian cisualties
i war are ubiquitons, the scale and b
m Poland in by savage
wommmined by German par itary formations and the new 88 unity,
Indeed, the actions of the
Blaskowite 1w complain directly 1o Hitler, These were only hin

ap in the Normandy

ean

o in 14

v of German reprisals
WoTst atrocities were

s

e some Wehrmacht commanders such as
s of Bar

worse 1o come, as warfare in eastern Europe would degene iy
appalling sivagery in the Tater vears of the war.
For Poland, the Second World War was an unredecmed tragedy.

During the war,
policies of the Nagi and Sovier regimes, Europe’s most thriving Jewish
eonmmumity was annihilated, and the names of the German death camps
i Poland such as Auschwite, Belsec aned Treblinka have become
Lvictory in 1945 offered litte sulace,
s subjected o neardy 50 vears of communist mile imposed
by the Soviet Union. Memories of the valiant defence in 1939 have
offered small compens  with the tragedy that ensued.

e in six Poles died due w0 the brutal ocoupation

synonyins for genecide. The Alli
as Pokimd v

The consequences of the Polish campaign continued w be el for
decades alterwards, o spite of being nominally allicd w0 Poland after the
Ceerman ivasion of 1941, Stalin insisted that the Sovies Union be allowed
v ke the half of Poland it seized in 1939, In compensation, Poland was
oy, Insteadd of gaining ‘living space” in
st Prossia disappeared and the German
lorcibly displaced. In swallowing western
Union contributed o its own d

alloned wermitory in eastem Ger
the east. Germany contracted:
populations in the cast wer
Ukra
Ukraine has long been the wellspring of Ukr
during the crisis of 1 Ukrainian agitation for statehood was one of
the eatalvsts for the dissolution of the Sovier Union,

the Sovie s, Western

tiomalism and

lan

About one-tenth of the Polish
anmed foroes escaped abroad,

Polish submasine ORP Sop was
aventunlly interned in Swoden,
A% saan hore. (NARA)




THE BATTLEFIELD
TODAY

s cing the September 18
,IJ Poland todzy is complicued by geog

campiign b
aphiy,
Bistory and politics. Poland’s borders shifted

drmath
b
over by the Soviet Union in 15
in Sewiet Bands until the collapse of the USSR in
19 Now, these werritorics are part of the newly
independent conmtries of Bolaus, Uk
Livhuamia, Since Poland and the Soviet Union were
nominally allies from 191 o 1945, Sulin suggested
that Poland be oo hee boss ol s
nerritory with Genman termitory, As a vesult, Polind
shifted wessward, with Berlis v the Polish
border, Fast Prossia no longer exists, having been

My eluring the Second World War, The
If of the old Polish republic ws tker
O anal it pemained

sl

ime and

sensated |

W T

absorbed by Poland  except for the city ol
ipgshery (noa the Russian cin of Kaliningrad ), As a resolt, the former
s of 1939 Poluud are diffical o uace without
prerisd,

Tracing sites of the 1939 banles is funther hindered by Later history and
wions during

word map of the

politics. Poland was 2 barleground on several later oc
the Second World War, and so the 18 o
wiores, Poland's i
opening phase of Operition Barbarosa in June 1941 In 1844 the Red
Army swept through eastiern Poland in the witke of Operation Bagraton,
astern banks of the Vismla, Warsaw was the imost

peiign competes with other

poes were the site of the

pEF eEstern e

ending up along the
severely damaged of Poland's cities. The Jewish quanter of the capital w
el i the wake of the Warsiw gheto uprising of April 1943, while the
ally destroped by German engineer moops as

st of the city wis systen
a reprisal dgainst the eirvavide Wanaw Uprising of August 18 When the
Reel Army marched into the ciry in Jamry 1945, there wias nothing bt
ruins. As i result, Warsiow has been rebuilt from seratch since the: war
sl s Ol The old roval capital of Krakow mirc-
sy escaped extensive war damage, bot it did not fignre prominestly in
the 1930 fighting, Dangig, now Gelansk, was also severely damaged during
the 1945 fighting, 1t saill retains the fvour of a German Baltic port

The communist government, which ook power i Po!

Iy s i Peronstre

et the
war, favoured the commemortion of battdes by the Polish People’s Army
(LWP), which fought alongside the Red Army from 19404 10 1945, The

ish army was reganded, at Jeast by the government, as the ol
s regime, In this climate bateficlds ke Stdeianki,
of the 1944 Vistuli e amply preserved, while other
battlefields from 19359 were cither iy

& River crossin

red on received minimal antenion.

The Polish campaign lives on in
Poland in film and print. Poland's
peamior Tim director, Andrae]
Wajda, based his 1659 fiim Loina
arcund the quixotic bravory of &
doomed cavalry unit. His
surrealistic depiction of the
cavalry attacking tanks helped
cement this myth inta Pelish
tegend. {Fibm Polsii)



PZL P.41c fighter, on display at
e aviation museum in Krakow,
Mo examples of either the P.23
Karas or PLAT Los have survived.

There were some excoep-
tions 1o this, notably the
preservation of the Wesier-
plane garvison, I spis
the wende e ol
the government, the Poles®
Fse on with their mili-
tary history meant that the

e

of

s

s could not be
ignored.  Other
montments were created
due o local initatives. The
pustwar Polish
non share the politicians'

totally

army

point and  sponsored
many stdics of the 1%

lreely ignore
1
prevented

Poles the opportuni
it. The political and e
any extensive govern

there have been many local

¢ 1o freely study their past history and o
moil of the 190k
penel an Bistosical preservation, the
itiatives. At the na I level, the armed
as g more compreliensive exhibit on the

e

i Warsaw 1o

paign than was possible during the communist pﬂ'iml.

Unfortimately, afier the devastation of Gernan and Sevet occupation and

ample: of a Polish armoured sehicle from the war, while
are lmited 1o 2 single B fighter preserved in Riakaow
collections of small amms and some artillery, The German army cipaored

W, 5o Polish equipment has
v of locations, A Al ThS tnkerte

Largge quantities of Polish e
shown up in a surprsingly wide var

was recovered in Sweden, having been used by German uniss i
neighbouring Finld during the war The Yugoskw ammy munseum in
Belgrade had an ex-German TR tankete o S many vears, though

given the recent conflicts in the
Balkans, A C2P artillery tactor immed up on the Franeo-Sp:
and was preserved ina private collection in Belgivm. Some |
fromn the 1939 period that were exporied prios o the
stes. Polish small arms are widely found in

its status ai the moment is wd ©

colle
musewms. For example, the 1S Army's Ovdoance Museum at Abe
Prowing Grownd twir examples of the o infaniry o
T antitank rifle and other nifles ad pistols that were ¢
the US Army fron

prmred by
the Wehrmacht in 45 The Soviet Union also
captured a considerable amount of Polish equipment in 1939 bu linde of

it has been preserved, The sole surviving TTP tank was sempped, but the
central armour museum at Rubinka outside Moscow siill husa Polish TRS
rankette and a Renault B4, which is probably the exampl wd from
the 20st Tank Batralion in 19359, No Polish airenifi are known o survive in
former Soviet collections,

Dhuse 1o the de-Nazification of Cermany after the war and widespread
antiswar sentiment. thisre has been linde government effort in Germany o

a1



[amartee arbedacts femt o s csrepl ar eewunynets wned phunugeaphs,
Flume e Tevw sundsing Gennan wems that v e diveeey hinked 1o ihe
Firss campaign [ pasible that soae prescoed wonomed velacles s
part s the Polish campaign. snehaeo e Priplia 3500 presemed at thie
Ul Musconn st Abepleen Prowing Ceenands o tlee Ll Staces,

Taener, bew canTe Cornnns armeaned seliiclus T suevived the war el

ali oz i 1l v bear 1430 e vice] ol
Cens erbe Tnnkers b e surae e han eeher milioe aciebees

sapal 2l Las Toeeqy 1 esse wonly 1l LU campangn 4 sigoitacng wabar

ad LG9 e defonsive weuds ane siillin

1, thuugh dcoess is hampersd m

seapne e duac
are sk o] lnankers soll et s Mlava, The fonified garson

v e Biswismuns on asslinuey Tases o paosane Ll The

A Modlios Lan also he asateed A i ot the fenas aeml W luse
sarived, sl e Filish wrmy seum woeomte g wine ok them inean
vrganeal velicle museam, Soane effire is needer ool bl
et ondv ghine i taen dispeasion i the conuriside ot als besanse ol the
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FURTHER READING

ince he campaign in Poland strted Lhe

Second World War, diere is a considerable

volwme of lieriure in English on the
pehucal and diplomatic events leading up 1o the
warl. These works 12nd 1o focus o the grea
puvers, though there have been several recent
sadies an Pokuwd's diplonade aciens by Anita
Prazmowska. published in Britain. English-
Language coverage of the bty ctions in
Prland is wery 1 the besa known is the Eannedy
sudy tied below, whicl was prepared for the LS
Army in the 195 I remains 3 very useful
acenunt, thawgh it is weak on the Polish ade and
has a number of glaring ereors, such as s widely
repeqred stcment than the Pohsh air lorce was
desroyed v the grewnd on | Seprember.

OF the major combatants, the Polish side of
the 14934 cam paigm is bt covered in the available
Ticeranane, However, this is not immediately
accessible wan Englishdanguage audience, since

o the miliry simadon in Furope during the
Crech crisis,

There ave ihes imporan gudies on the war,
tar wo numerous 1w mention, indeed, there is
# Polish bibliography on he war tha lisg
thonsands of titkes on the 1484 campaign. Besides
the full-lengh books. theee has been excellent
coverage of more specialised sspeas the 1939
cimpaagn i the Polish milirey bistory pournal
Wirjskmoy preeglad historyrene. Toleh publications
cower i broad mnge of salyects and mchude Baivly
comprehensive selection of unic hisoorics, army
gronp histories, histories of the combat arms
{eapecially ihe cavaliy), armoured fovew, ir farce
and navy, and technical histones of the weapuns
and equipment.

The mamn problem wath accounts published in
Podand prior v 1939 15 rthe politcal sensitivie: of
the Soviet masion of 17 September, Forlunalel\
1he pmhlem hias disappeared since the [ull of the
and there has been

neatly all of the relevant p are in
Polich. The 1939 compaign was o seminal event in
recer, Pulish history, and military history is a
popular subject G the general awdience. Due 10
Palish exposure to the Sovied analytic tradition
during the Cold War, several of the broad surweys
prublishied in Poland in the 19705 and 19805 are of’

e hal'lnted coverage of the Sover role since
then, both Froin Polish and Russian sources,

Besides (he exwensive liecamre pubtished in

by offivers foom the Polish lorees who escaped wo
Briwain in 1'%0. The Sikorski Institiee in Londen

panicularly high qualiry with 2 ayong g
W modern tactical and operational doctnne
olfcring puagent analvsis of e campalgn Fur
polincal reasons. these works were excessively
critical of the 193 leadership. They were
prepared  with oflicial enconragemeny and
published by the Minisiry of Defence publishing
Towse, WMON, in Warsan, I-.'.xamplcs include the
Leiauther Piliki ¢zyn o) 1 fluugnie
Wajaea abronna Peltki 1935 publlshcd in 1972, and
Tadensz Jirga’s numerons works vo the subyect,
Cher seminal works were E. Koclowski's Warto
Polikie F936-1930, published in 1974, on the
Fuolish armiy's modemisalion programme of 1936,
anrd Mavian Zgormiak’s Stwecia meliterng Eurape w
okresiy Kryeysi politicenggy 19357, published in 1970

s [t lished am 1 il Distary of
e campuign. There have ako been numerous
specilist pubhcationg that amplite the material
published o Poland. The daigré literaruee
helped coner lorbidden suljects ducmg the
vears of communist in Paland. such as
the  pabhcatwn ol Karol Liszewska's Wifne
polsko-smuiecke F438 (The Polish-Sevied War of
193 by the Polish (ultwal Foundation in
Londan in 1985

English-anguage accounts of the Polish
anpects of the canpaign are mach less extensive.
There is excellent coverage on subjects popular
wy militavy enhusians, especially aivevalr and
air force, There is also some important scholarly
wark 0 diplomanic bistory, b very linke on




v. For those wisling w find moe
detail un the Polish coalry in 1959, tie auihor
wrate & rmore indepth article. “Folish {ovaley
against the Paneers’, which appeared in the
JanuarysFebroary 1983 isue ol Amua? mdgaiine.
German literure on the eampaign i less
extensive than e Polish, as the PEW war was o
lesct itmportant event in huwleen Seran miliary
histery than laer campaigis. One of the hewer
veeent accounts was Janusz Piekalbiewicxs Frior
Fettwy Hitler und Niolie srrechinpen die Folwivhe
Feepubiik, publichud in THEL A ey eseful soute
is the repiim of the Ceoman generml stall dail
situation maps for the campaign: Klwsjurgen
“Thies, Der Zreite Welikring in Kortenbild: Band | Der
Folenfelisug, published by
Thie Polish caunpuiga is mewioned
metnaiTs, unit istories sunvess of The wa, hut
1here are fewer specinlised monographs than in
Polish, There is extensive coverage of Serman
aircrall, weapons sl uniforms ol the 1939
iggm i the e the var

Campatly
in English.
The Sovier invasion of Poland o 19599 was o
nan-event in Kussian military lneraiure hrough
the Uikl War years 5o a5 oot W aggravane il roady
relations. Dmring the
included u.F-

and Ukruine 93, b there wis
The subjert has been taken ol the fudidden llu
singe 1941, but the Beraee is sl skmo due
10 the el collapse of the publishing ol serions
Tigiocies of e Second World War, Polish
rescarchers 1ok advantage of the shoen-lived
window ol upporle the Russian archives in
the early 19905 1o extracs many documerns, which
hive been published in 2 number of collections in
Polish, boah in book Torm and in scholarky
Journalks, Oue of tie few new campaign sudies o
have resulted Trom this avchival work was Jannsz
Magauski and Maksi furts” ook on Sovie
armuured operatiung Iy Poland in 1949, Cemmng
Biikring [Red Blitzkricg) published in 1994 in
Prdund.

e w e Tangwage bariens presemed by
Podish, German and Rssian sources, the bouks
listed here are limind w English accouunms.

Bathall, achoum. Tlar Wi Htler ivon. Ther Fasl of Sl Sigsembir
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Accounts of history’s greatest conflicts, detailing the command
strategies, tactics and battle experiences of the opposing
forces throughout the crucial stages of each campaign.
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Poland 1939

The birth of Blitzkrieg

The German invasion of Poland
on 1 September 1939 began
Waorld War 1l in Europe, pitting
the newly modernised army

of Europe's great industrial power
against the much smaller Polish
army and introducing the

warld 1o a new style of warfare -
Blitzkrieg. Panzer divisions

P the German assault

with Stuka dive-bombers prowling
ahead spreading terror and

yhem. This book d
how the Polish army was not as
backward as it is often portrayed
and felded a tank force larger
than that of the contemporary
US Army. Its stubborn defence
did give the Germans some
surprises and German casualties

were heavy for such
a short campaign.



