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T This M4A1 medium tank
of the Co. | commander, Capt.
G.W. Meade, was one of the few
survivors of the destruction

of Hightower's 3/1st Armored
Regiment at Sidl bou Zid. It

s seen here In Kasserine Pass
on February 24, 1943, (NARA)

INTRODUCTION

he bautle for Kasserine Pass i

February 19

3 was the baptis
fire for the US Army in the Furopean theater in World War 11

I'he German offensive o cupture the mouriain passes at
Kasserine wis Rommiel's last attempt to regain the strategic initiatve in
North Africa. In spite of the initial success of Operation Stupmfiur, th
affensive quickly faltered and the Axis forces vem i
Tunisia, The US forces regained their balanee and kept the Gern
bay at El Guettar a few weeks later. The noose around Army Group
Afrika quickly dghtened as joint attacks by Montgomery's Eighth Ay
and Anderson’s First Army gradually enveloped and overcame the Ax
defenses in the spring of 1943, The US Army's enlarged and
ilted to the northern front against Bizerie
Hitler refused to evacuate the trapped German and lalian forees, and
in carly May 1943 che Axis sacrificed over a quarter of a
comparable in size to those lost a few months carlie
focus of this book is the batties for the Kasserine-Faid passes and th
subsequent efforts by the US Army to recover from this defeat in the
final phuse of the Tunisian campaign.

strengthened 1T Corps was b

iillion troops,

THE STRATEGIC BACKGROUND

ions for both Ger
and the United Siates, but both were cajoled into milit
their allies. In Germany’s case, Ttaly macde o bold

North Africa was a peripheral theater of ope

1A%
ations by
unble in 1940 10
expand its African colonies, a venture that quickly went sour wi
sound  British rebufl. The embarrassing Tta defear in Africa
prompted Titler to dispatch asmall force led by Erwin Rommel th
ived in February 1941, The Deutsches Afrika Korps™ (DAK) viclories
against the overextended British Eighth Army led 0 a steady wickle
reinforcements to Rommel, but vever enough lor a decisive edge

TV Of

ha

ar)

Hitler's attention was shifting eastward towards Russia,

Alrica was impartant in British grand sirategy because of Brit
imperial commionents in Afvica, the Middle Fast, and India. The
Mediterrancan was the vical link 1o the Middle East, and the Sues Canal
<<ml|nll< o
prima g
challenge that of 4 major continenial power such as Germany. Britain's
(raditional Jppm «ch for more than a century had been a strategy
dheral engagement, taking advaneage of the st

cess 1o the trade routes to India. Furthenmore, Br

in was

indedly

a maval power with an army too small 10 sir

ar :h\sn the er

ety in secondary theaters until a coalitio
could be formed to directly confront an adversary on land. Once
threat of a direct German invasion of Britain had abated in late 194
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Britain built up its forces in Egypt with the aim of deteating the Axis
forces in this thearer. The campaign in North Africa remained at a
stalemare through most of 1941 and early 1942 with the baule line
shifting

toand west whenever either side enjoyed temporary

advantages in lorces, supplies, and new equipment. However, following

Germany’s invasion of the Sovier Union in Juise 1941, the prospects for
e Aftika Korps faded. Russia became the Wehrmacht's primary theater
of operations, and by the summer of 1942, the balance of forces in
North Africa was shitting decidedly in Britain's favor.

Hitler's deciaration of war on the United States in December 1941
reinforced British suategic predilections, and Churchill setabout trying to
convinee Hoosevele of the advantages of a Mediteranean surategy. This
approach was not widely shared in the United States, and in partcular the
US Army Chief of Smaff, Gen. George C. Marshall, strongly favored a
commitment of Allied forces into France as early as possible, preferably in
1043, As it would wanspire, the Allies were not ready for a major lind
campaign in France in 1943, In a sexies of conferences between senior
Allied leaders, the British gradually convinced their American
counterparts (o participate in Mediterranean operations in 194243 as a
means 10 keep the pressure on the Wehrmacht undl 4 landing in France
was possible. Tn addidon, Swmlin and the Soviet leadership were also
advocating combat action by the western Allies since the Red Army had
been bearing the brunt of German atacks for more than a year. Roosevelt
and Marshall finally acceded 10 British preswuee, but the US commiunent
1o the Mediterranean theater was hall-hemred.

OPERATION TORCH

The AngloAmericam plan (or new Noyth African operations was
codenamed Operation Toreh, By late Qctaber 1942, the Briush Eighth
Army had secured the sirateghc injuative in North Africa at the second
battle of El Alamein, German and Ttalian forces were in headlong

US vehicles taking part In the
Operation Torch landings were
prominently marked with US
e in the hope that the French
would hold thelr fire. This Is

an M7 108mm howltzer motor
carriags, the standard US
salt-propalled artiliry In Tunlsla.
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retreat through Libva, The aim of Operation Torh was 10 squecse the
Axas torces out of North Africa from the other side. An Allied landing
would be conducted al three Jocations in French North Africa by a
primarily American force. The decision 1o rely on US forces in
Operation T was due both to Britain's existing commiunents in
North Africa, as well as to the rancor between Br we in the
altermath of the 1940 French defeat. Not only had Britain evacuated its
army from France in 1940 prior 1o the French surrender, but afterwards
the Roval Nivy attacked elements of the French Navy in Mers-el-Rebir
harbor rather than permit major French warships to fall into German
hands. The presumption was that American forces might not elicit the
tpe of resistance that was likely to ensuce it British [orces were the most
prominent element of the Tarch landing force.

France's response to the forthcoming invasion of its North Afvican
colomes was in question. Che Pé
avoid antagonizing Germany for fear that Hider would ocenpy the
remainder of centil and southern Franee, as well as the overseis colonies
that were stll under the contral of e French Vichy government.
Nevertheless, North Africa was a ref

in government in France was careful to

e for many military officers and
otlicials who resented Pérain’s collaboration with Germany since the 1940
armistice. The United States began disparching seevet agents to North
Arica before the landings in the hope of convineing senior officials to
side with the Allies. When the landings took place in November 1942, the
French reaction was mixed. Althie

h there wis some resistance in a few

The race to selze Tunls was won
by the Gormans, who quickly
deployed forces Into the Yunisla
bridgehead In December 1942,
Including this PzKptw V. (NARA}



French forces in North Africa
wera equipped with obsolate
equipment, such as this White-
Laffly 50 AM armored car of the
2 Régiment de Chasssurs
aAfrique. This vehicle was
Knocked out by a 37mm gun in
fighting with the US 26th Infantry
near El Ancor west of Oran on
November 8, 1942 shortly after
the beginning of Operation
Torch. This unit kater fought
alongsids US and British troops
in the defense of Thala an
Fabruary 23, 1943 during the
Kassarina Pass fighting. (MHi)

locians, by and larg
opposition.

Hitler's reaction (o the Allied landings was predictable: the
remainder of France was occupied by the Wehrmacht, and Pein was
dismisseed

the landings took place without serious

[his left the situation in the French colonies such as Tunisia
and Alge n doubt. With Romimel's star in the decline after the det
at El Alamein, Hider dispatciied 4 second German contingent under
Gen. Nehring to occupy the Tunisian bridgehead. A race developed 1o
see who would seize Tunisia first—Anderson’s First Army, mune hing
Algena, or the Sth Panzer Army, mriving in Tunisia by aircraft and
ship from Ialy. The Germans won the race, and by mid December, a
stalemate had developed along the Tuisian frontier with the Allies sl
ton weak to overcome the Wehrmacht defenses, and the German forces
oo poorly supplied o drive the Allies back into Algeria, The wintes
weather was so cold and wet that the Allics presumed a major oftensive
would wait unil ¢pri

fro

The other ingredient in this volatile mix was the It between the
Eighth Army and Rommel’s Panzerarmee Afrika retreating throngh
Libyit. Mussolini pleaded with Hitler to make a stand in Liliwva Jest he lose
face in yer another military disaster for the hapless Italian army. Romimel
bluntly warned the high command that unless he was provided with
reinfore
more de

ens and supplies, he would have no choice but to retreat 1o

nuible ground across the Tunisian frontier. Rommel was out of
favor with Hitler and was wirned than supplies would sot be
forthcoming. Disy ¢ i last ditch defense
cate miast of the German units and some

wding instructions that he sta
of Libya, he managed 10 ¢

11



of the bewter Tlian units into Tunisia by February 1943, shielded
behind the French-built Mareth Line.

With Rommel’s forces on the verge of joining 5th Panzer Army in
Tunisi, Hitler and Mussolini began to make pluns for the defense of the
sian bridgehead. A reorganizition of command was planned, with
Rommel ordered back to Germany to recuperate from exhaustion and
health problems and his command bheing trned over to an Italian
commander, Gen. Glovanni Messe. Panzeririnee Afiika would become the
Lst Talian Anmy. However, Rommel saw one last tactical opportunity before
he returned w Germany. The Allied defenses in Tunisia were still weak,
and the southern flank wis held by inexperienced American forces.
Ronmmel dismissed the inexperienced US Army s “Britain's Italians” and
Lelieved that a hard blow would easily puncture the American lines.
German Panzer forces could use the opportunity o race into Algeria,
threatening Anderson’s First Army. Rommel chose ane last offensive o
redeem his reputation, now in tatters afier months of retreat

The terrain In central Tunisia
comprised flat, rocky desert
Interrupted by the rugged Dorsat
Mountalns.



CHRONOLOGY

1942

November 8 Li ungrs i nt !
Cpuatabyn foveh

Mid Docember Geozmuns Aoy Kioes el n Turaga Maoen Saaly ared itk v
e race 10 s uts,

1943

January 20 Rammal onders retreat of the German-{talan Panzer Army from Lib
Tunisia
January 30 A

asof

rree cal ans e French o Afva 2t

i Panzier Army takes Faid Pass from Franch g

February 11 Tha Italan Comando Supremo (High Command) ssues
offereanes in Tunisia by Fommed and Armim

February 14 Cparatan it
Sict bou Zid

February 15| J‘:i COounlen:

I :\-I ons

swing Degins with attack on CCA/Ts! Armoned D

opposition
February 17 LIS with % from Shes
February 18 Reconnassance slements of f
al Kasserng
Midnight, February 18 The Comanda Supsmma auho
Rommal i caommand.

pressuUmes from &
ermmel’s batlege

oes moat

rrrfit waih

eg Operath

t US deferses in Kasser
near Sbiba, | H

February 20 Atfacks i f
February 21 The advance along 1hs -o.m 1o Tebassa is b
Division; 10th Panzer Dnision fights a bloody
detenses on the approach 1o Thala
February 22 The G H along ther
& halted by artilery; retrsal B ordeened o
February 25 Allad lorces reoccupy Kassering Pass
March 17 15t Infantry Division ootuses Galsa al start of Operation
March 23 10th Panzer Drvision attempts to stop American advance against the flank of
the Mazeth Ling by an-attach G ir, which is repulzed with heavy iosses.
srman forces succeed in holding Fondouk and Pichon passes long enough o
fion from Chott Posiion
April 23 L5 WS L an offensve in northem Turisia fows
April 30 3ith Division finusly 1akes Hil B08, the major cbstacie on
May 7 Sth Infantry Division enters Blrer he city & capturad
May 9 1=t Armored Division raaches the Maditaranean, 5
1250 hex

58 B

g German forces in T




OPPOSING
COMMANDERS

AXIS COMMANDERS

ominally, Axis forees in North Africa were under the direction
of the lalian Comundo Supremo and it chief, Marshal Ugo
Cavallero. The Comando Supremo was represented in the North

African theater by the governorgeneral of Libya, Marshal Etore
Bastico. Bastico had a distinguished combat career, fighting in the

campaign in Ethiopia and commanding the Julian CTV (Corps of

Volunteer Troops) during the Spanish Civil W
more success than his predecessors in exe
Erwin Rommel. German commanders held their
Talian counterparts in contempt for their carlier failures in North Advica
and Greeee, and it was Rommel who Logely set the operational agenda,
not Bastico. He was damned by faint praise in liter German memoirs,
Rommel’s chiel of stafl mockingly noting that Bastico gave Rommel
“wide freedom ol action.”

The most visil xis cormmander in North Africa was Frwin Rommel,
whose early desert victories ted Hitler 10 elevate him w Field Marshal suatus
on June 22, 1942, Rommel's ariginad command in North Africa in early
141 was called the Dentsches Afrika Korps (DAK): in August 1941 his
comnrand was enfwged o Panzergruppe Afiika, with control of both the
Dk and the Datian XX Corps, While the African campaign has aoacted
a great deal of attention in EnglishJdanguage histories of the war, it was a
minor theater for the Wehrmacht, which was embroiled in a titanic
striggle with the Red Army. Rommel was not regarded as highly by other
German officers as by his Allied apponents: Prussian afficers like von
Arnim regarded him as an upstart not smart enough o have vained at the
Knegsakademie and who owed his lofiy mank solely 1o Hitler's
Romumel’s hard campiigns in 1941-42 100k their wll and by the late
surmmer ol 1942 he was plivsically exhausted and sullering from medical
probiems. He left for Germany 1o recuperate on Seplember 22, 1942, and
handed over command o an Eastern Front veteran, Gen, Georg Stumnime.
Roimmel’s convalescence was brief, as Smmme died of o heart anack
shortly after Monwgomery launched the offensive ar El Alamein on
October 1942, Hidder personally elephoned Rommel o ask him o
retm to Africa in hope of redeeming the looming disaster, and he arived
in early November 1942,

As German lorees increased in the Mediterranean in Jate 1941, the
Wehrmacht established  the Oberbeiehlshaber Sid  (Commander-in-
Chiel South) at Frascati near Rome under Generalfeldmarschall Albert
Kesselring in December 1941 Kesselring was a Luftwalle officer and in
addition 10 his rale as OB-5iid, he commanded Lufiilotte 2, the Lufovaffe
luree cove Mediterrancan. Kesselying was nominally under the

in 1937 Yet he had no

SiT

g control over his
erstwhile subordinate

avor,

Feldmarschall Erwin Rommel's
star was an the wane in January
1943 after tho defeat at EI
Alameln and the precipitous
rotroat through Libya to the
Tunislan frontiar. (MHI)




Rommel's rival in Tunisla was
General der Panzertruppen
Hans-Jirgen ven Amim,
commander of the 5th Panzer
Army. (NARA}

Lt. Gan. Kenneth A.N. Anderson
commanded the British First
Army In northern Tunlsta. (NARA)

command of Mussalini himself, and served as the air commander 1o ihe
Comando Supremo. Kesselving had begun his military career in the
Bavarian atillery, being elevated wo the general siaff in the wintey of 1917
as aresult of his demonsirated tlent. He remained in the Rewhswebr in
the 19305, until 1933 when he was ardered 1 become chiel administrator
of the Air Ministry in civilian dress. Ths primary responsibilie was the
creation of the infrastructure of the new Lultwalie, and atacted thie
fiuvorable attention of the Luftwaile head, Hermann Goring, By the tmwe
war broke cut, he had retwrned o uniform as commander of Luliflone 1,
the tactical closesupport bomber and Swika force tha plaved such o
prominent role in the 1939 campaign against Poland, and lawer as
commander of Luftflowe 2 during the 1940 campaign against France.
Kesselring’s command reationship with the lalians and with Ronmimel
was awkward and depended on his considerable political skill
took Kesselring's appoiniment as a personal slight and so v
strained from the start. Kesselving was nicknamed “Smiling Albert” Loy his
chann, and he managed to foster good relations with the [talian senior
commanders by tact and patence. Relations with the Talians deweriorated
again in February when Cavallero was replaced by Gen. Vitorio
Aunbrosio, who exhibited “an unfriendly, even hostile attitude™ according
10 Kesselring.

Rommel later wrot it
military repitation. One knows one’s own Himits, it other people cxpect
miracles.” When Rommel failed 1o create more miracles with his
increasingly emaciated and weary Afnka Korps in the sumimer of 1942, he
fell out of favor with Hitler. When he seturned i November 192 afier the
El Alamein del no longer the
pugnacious promises of 1941 but pessimistic predictions of doom.
Mussalini complained hitterly 1o Hitler abour Rommel's precipisons
rewrcat through Libya, The defense of Tunisia was being led by Geni. Walter
Nehring and  his improvised  90th - Corps,  but senior  Gernman
commanders including Kesselring thought him even more pessimistic
than Rommel. Kesselring pushed for a Panzer army 1o reinforce the
Tunisian bridgehend, and Hider agreed. Dis ppollm'd by Rommel's
defeats and  pessimism,  Hitler’s new  favorite was General - der
Panzertruppen Hans-[irgen von Arnim. Asnim commsanded the new 17th
Pangzer Division and was seriously wounded in the initial invasion of the
Soviet Union in June 1941, He returned to his command in September,
taking part in the final stages of the Kiev encirclement. His performanee
was exempluy and he was sent 0 head the BShh Pavzer Corps in
November 1941 during the difficalt fighting on the northern front His
reputation was further enhanced in May 1942 when be planned and led
the attack to free the encircled German forees in the Khobm pocker. This
atracted Hitler's auention, and in November 1992 when plans began 1o
dispatch 5th Panzer Army to Tunisia o counter Gperation Torh, Arnim
was selected.

s sometimes a misfortune 1o enjov i c

. his messages back 1o Berlin wer

ALLIED COMMANDERS

The Allies enjoyed a more unified command structure than the Axis but

had their share of difficulties as they adjusted 10 the new realities of




coalition warfare, Both Briush and American

leaders concluded that greater unity of
command was required than had been the
case d 1 World War Land in January 1942

the Combined Chiefs of Stafl was formed to
coordinate planning ac the suwategic level.
Allied cooperation was inherently sounder
thar in the Geyman=Italian case, as the wo
rs were far maore equal in milicoy capa-
5. Although the United States had
greater resoutrces, Britain in 1942 had far
ore combat experience, giving British

opiions on strategic and operational issues

weight. The Anglo-American rela

ship was better at the strategic command
v the field, with Brirish tactical
comimders often being dismissive of the
freen and callow American forees.

Uity of commund cxtended to theater command, and Gen. Dwight
Eisenbower was selected as supcome commander for the Mediterraneun
Theauer. Fisenhowey had been appointed as commander of US forea in
Evrope in June 1942 by his inentor, US Army chicf of stuff Gen. George C.
Marshatl. Eisenhower was a quiniessential staft’ officer, not a ficld
comnander. He had spent World War [ tmining thie infant US 1k foree
winle anothier young officen, Geoege S, Patton, commanded the fir US
ank batafions in combat in France in 1918, Ersenhower had sened ably as
\he aide 1o the flamboyant Gen. Douglas MacArthur in the Philippines in
the 1930s, an invaluable exercise in the politics of command. After a stint
as chietof'safl of the Thitd Army in 1941, Eisenhower was recalled 1o
Washingren following Pear] Hurbor on sccount of his experience in the
Philippines, He greatly improssed Marshudl and becume the unofficial
pranner of American siratey in 1942, When the need for an ovesall US
commander in Ewrope became evident in the summer of 1942,
Eisenhowey was Marshull's bumediate cheice even though he was sull a
very junior officer in muk and seniority. Esenhower was appointed w head
the Allicd Expediionwy Force in Nonh Alrca by defiault. Marshall had
contmed 1o resist Churchill's plans for Operaton Targd, and when the US
side finally acceded in July 1942, command of the operstion was offered o
the Amnerican side as a political concession. Eisewhower was dhve obviows
rhoice since he was already the commander of US forces in Eurape, and
had also won Chuinelill's imist. Eisenhower had w confident, ¢xirnveried
personality, and wis comfortable working with other ambitiows and
rlented commanders, This was an esscutial ingredicne in what was an
imtensely politieal command.

The US 11 Conps, known originally as Saun Force, wag subordinated o
the Brish First Army on January 21, 1943, vader the command of Lt
Gen. Kenneth AN, Anderson. He Iind won the Military Cross in World
Wi Land served i the colonies in the interwar years. Anderson led the
1lth nfantry Brigade in the Batele of France in 1940, and subsequendy
seeved as the acting commander of the 3rd Infuanny Division. After
Dunkirk. he commanded the Ist Infaniry Division, rising 10 corps
cominand i the spring of 1941. His American subordinates found him

level than

In late February, Allied ground
forces In North Africa were
consolidated under the 18th
Army Group headquarters,
commanded by Gen. Harold
Alexander, to tho left, seen
talking with Gen. Dwight
Eisenhower and Gen. George S.
Patton during a meating at
Ferlana on March 17, 1943.
(NARA}

Maf. Gen. Lloyd Fredendall
commanded the Conter Task
Force during Operatlon Torch,
and subsequently Task Force
Satin and the US I Corps.
(NARA)




Ma]. Gen. Orlando "PInk” Ward,
commander of the 1st Armored
Divislon.

Col. Paul Roblnett, the
controvarslal but highly effective
commander of Combat Command
B, 1st Armorad Divislon, seen
here In a photo from a decade
before the war. (MHI)

FIGHT Patton sped around the
battiafield in this specially
modified M3A1 scout car, soen
hore In Tunisia in March 1843
still wearing the Insignla

of his previous commana,

the | Armored Corps. (NARA)

“a dour and reticent Seotsman”, and relations were proper bur difficuln
Command relationships were not helped by the differences botween
British and American command siyle. British connmanders tpically paid
much closer atention 1o the tactical plans of their subordinates; the
American command stvle was to make clear the objective of the mission
and leave it 1o the discretion of the subordinate commumider to work out
the po details. When the British style miet the American syle in
Tunisia, the Americans felt that the British commanders were interfering
because of doubis about their capabilities.

Command of the two US corps went to officers older than Eiserhiower,
Maj. Gen, Lloyd Fredendall led the Center Task Foree that landed in
Oran, and subsequenty headed the Smin Foree, the principal American
comban element in Tunisia, Fredendall served as a stall officer in France
in 1917-18, was appointed a colonel in 1935 after a posting with the
inspector general, and in October 1940 became commander of the il
Infantry Division, He was highly vated for his oaining skills and appointed
to command 11 Corps in 1941 in dme to take part in the Carolina
manenvers. Many American officers viewed him as one of the Army's
shining sts, but British officers felt that he epitomized some of the less
American traits—a loud, brassy know-itall without the
experience o justify his selt-confidence, Fredendall's command siyle was
marred by a tendency to use “toughguy” slang, often leaving his
subordinates in doubt about his precise intentions. For most of cavly
1943, his force had only a single complete division under Tis command,
the 1st Armored Division, and he often cremmvented the divisional
commander, Maj. Gen. Orlindo Ward, by issuing instructions directly o
the division's combat cormmands, As a result, relations with Ward were
extremely poor, and were further exacerbated by Fredendall's tendency
to strip Ward of any tactical freedom by issuing very detailed instnictions
about the tactical disposition of his troops.

The other American commander in North Africa was Maj, Gen,
George S, Pauvon, who led the Western Task Force that landed at




Casablanca and subscquendy the 1 Armored
Cogps stadoned in Morocco. Patton shared
Fredendall's reputaton as a colorful com-
mander He wis an eccentric but passionate
profussional. Patton commanded the only
large LS wnk it in France in 1918, but
remried 1o his beloved horse cavalry after the
war when tanks proved to be a career dead-
end. Paiten was no fool, and when it becanme
ctident that the day of the horse cavalry had
passed in the Jute 19305, he vansierred his
considerable enthusiasim 1o the new armored
frree, becoming the commander of the new
2t Armored Division in January 1941, The 1
Armored Corps in Morocco included the 2d
Armorcd Division and a number of separate
wnk baalions. The corps was left far from
the baulefromt, in part because of the lack of
logistics 0 support it in Tunisie, and in part begause of the nced o
rewrin A strategic rescrve opposite Gibraltar and Spanish Morocco in
case Germany forged an alliance, volumary or otherwise, with Spain in
he wake of occupying the rest of France. There was some concemn that
Hitler would push his forces along the Spanish cous and then into
Spanish Morocco behind Allied lines ax a hold counter @ the Allied
landings i North Alrica. Patton’s foree was a esunterweight o such
an advenrure,

While Anglo-American relations were sometimes tgg1y. relations with
the Freach srmy in North Africa were uncoimfortable. When the French
government in North Africa decided (o side with the Allies, comniand ot
the French North African partison went to Gen. Howri Gimod. The
French hiad wot forgiven the British Tor 1940 and Giraud refused 10
subordinate his {orces 10 Anderson’s First Armg commiand. He did
acknowledge the subordination of TFreneh forces o Eisenhower's
Snpmnm Allied Command so, an expedient command soructure was
crented with Lisenhower appointing Maj. Gen, Luvian Truscont as his
deputy chicf of stafl for Tunisian operations at a forward command post
at Conmantine, with French lorces reporting 1o Truscott rather than
Anderson, wnd Truscott coordinating opevations with Anderson. [t was
an unlovwnate complication, calmed by the mare caoperative auimde
of Gen. Alphonse [uin, the French commandey i Timisia. Juin was &
ough calonial veteran respected by American commanders. During the
Tunisiun command, Juin was primarily responsible for rebuilding the
Frenchy army in North Africa for future commitnent in laly and France
in 1544, As a result, Gen. Louise-Marie Raely commanded the French
19h Corps in Tunisia, which was positioned burween Anderson's First
Aring and Fredendall’s 1T Corps.

e

Eisenhower brought in fellow
West Polnt classmate Omar
Bradley as an alde, but the need
tor new leaders after Knsserine
saw Bradley appointed first as
Patton's !l Corps alde and then
as Il Corps' commander in the
final month of the fighting. (MHI)



The workharse of the Panzer
units in North Africa was the
P2Kptw I medium tank. This Is
ona of the fater PzRpfw lll Aust.
Ls with the highly efective, lang
§0mm gun, which served with
the 6th Company, Panzer
Rogiment 7 of the 10th Panzer
Division at Kasserine Pags.

OPPOSING FORCES

AXIS FORCES

W he Axis forees in Tunisia in January 1943 comsisted of two distinet
 partst Amnim’s 5th Panzer Avmy in the Tunisian bridgehead., and
Rommel's retreating Panzerarmee Afrika. Of the wwo forees,
Amim’s was the more potent, having arrived more recently and thus
being fresh and better equipped. Rommel's forces were worn down due
to prolonged combiat and exhaustion and had been starved of supplies,
since priority had been given 1o Arnim's units,

The 5th Panzer Aymy consisted of two corps: Rorpsgruppe Fischer,
controlling the German clements of the army, and the Jualian XXX
Corps, controlling the ITralian formations. Division von Broich, also
sometimes known as the Schatzen Brigade von Broich, was an
improvised unit formed of Luftwalle paratroopers, the Talian 10
Bersaglieri Regiment, and various other Genman units thae formed the
rlifted into Tunisia in November 1942,
The 334eh Infanuy Division was a new formation fovmed at the end of

core ol the original Axis uni

November 1942, and was somewhat understrength when deploved w
Tunisia. The 10th Panzer Division was an experienced division than had
served in France in 1940 and in Russia in 194142, Resides its usaal
Panzer reginients, it had the 5.2 Abt 501 Tiger battalion attached 1o it
as the third battalion of Panzer Regiment 7. The 21st Panzer Division
was shifted o Gth Panzer Army conuol in fae January prior o the

Kasserine Pass battles to shield Sfax while it was brought back up ro
strength. s tanks were transferred 1o the 15t Panzer Division and
replaced by the new Grim Panzer Batalion created in Tunis and Panzer
Abteilung 190 formerly of the 90th Light Division. The Talian Superga




Division had participated in the 1940 campaign against France and had
sithsequently been organized as an amphibious assault division. In late
January, Arnim’s lorees in the Tunisian bridgehead munbered about
THO00 German and 26,000 [ulian roops.

Rommel’s Panzerarmee Alrika, renamed the German=ltalian Panzer
Army (Dewsche=Tralianische Panzerarmee, or DIPY Late in the Libyan
mpaign, had & paper strength greater than Amim's force, but in
ality it was smaller due to the heavy loss of forces since the defeat at El
Alamein and the retreat through German units totaled about
30,000 woops but the divisions were badly understrength and tended to
operate as improvised  kempfgruppen (baudegroups). The Italian
clements of the army were the 13151 Centauro Armored Division, four
nfanuy di haran Group nwmbesing sbout 48,000
troops in mid January, The Centuro armored division was one of the
best lulian armored divisions, and had participated in the campaigns in
the Balkans, prior to being sent w Afric ¢ part in the Libyan
carpaign. By the time of the Tunisian campaign, it bad been reduced
th 1o harely a banalipn of ks. Romumel had only about 130
anand Talian wnks of which less than 60 were fully operational,
anel half of which were the absolete Talian tpes.

When Rommel ordered the verreat from the Tarhuna-Homs defenses
on the night of Januwry 1920 and the establishment of a twemporary

1

One ot the most effective anti-
tank weapons In Afrike Korps
sarvice was the 76.2mm Pak
36(r), a Soviet dlvislonal gun
captured In 1941 and put Into
use® a8 an antl-tank gun. This
@xample was knocked out by an
M4 tank of 2/13th Armored on
March 17 during the advance on
Sened Station. (NARA)

Among the new weapons to
debut in Tunisia was the 7Smm
PaK 40 anti-tank gun, a much
more effective weapon than the
Inadequate 37mm gun in US
Army use. This cxample was
captured near Galsa In early
February 1943, (MHI)



The most famous weapon In the
German anti-tank arsenal was
the formidable 88mm Flak gun,
frequently used In the
improvised anti-tank role due
1o its extremely effective long-
range firepowser. (MHI)

Heavy fire support was provided
by the 150mm sFH 18, the
standard Wehrmacht haavy field
howdtzar, (MHI}

N .

headquarters at Sfax, the stayge had beer for the joining of the wo
main Axis {orces in North Africa in the Tunisian bridgehead. As the wo
Axis armies began 1o connect, some of Rommels better unis were
vansferred 1o Amim in central Tunisia in hope of rebuilding them a
from the front lines. Arnim'’s intended force was not vet complere, with
units waiting in Sicily, Iuily and elsewhere while transport was assembled.
Hiter planned to raise German strength in the Tumisian bridgehead 1o
140,000 troops, but the Stilingrad operations wking place at the same
time put a distinet limit on reinforcements w Novth Africa,

After the heavy Josses in Libva, Ialian troops made up the mingrit
Axis forces in Tunisia. The Ialian army displayed all the probiems ypical
of those ol an nnpﬂunshcd naton. The standard Iulian ok, the
MI4/41, was a lig armor and an inadeqgu a1t
artillery was adequate i quated, but its wmi-tank was hased
around the obsolete 47mm gun, which incflective  against
contemporary Allied tanks. Kesselring complained that the Tulian armed
forces were more trained for display than for action, Talian inf
training was old-fashioned, unrealistic, and based on outdated tcteal
doctrine. Enlisted-officer relations were feudal and there was linde of the

was
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sense of comradeship and shared mission that was the fabric of the
Germaun military ethos. Some Ialian units were much better than average,
and the Talian ok unis were so well regarded by the Germans that in
Tunisia they were subordinated 10 a German corps instead of reinforcing
the beleaguered Italian infantry corps. Specialized Italian formations such
as the Bersaglieri, and the Young Fascists (Giovani Fasenti) were also good.
The Julian @y continued to improve due to war expericnces, better
wraining and improved ractics. Talian weaponry remained a debilitating
prablem, thanks to their shortsighted German allies, Instead of assisting in
ltalian recquipment nsjng the extensive arsenal captured from the Red
Army in 1941 or through licensed production of better German weapons
designs, the Welirmacht continued to iguore Italian shortcomings to their
own peril. The performance of Tlian troops in Tunisia was undoubredly
far better than in Egvpt in 1940 orin the Libyan camipaign of 1941, but the
Tialian avmy remained o weak Ink i the coaition.

Due to heaw reop conuuitmients i Russia, the German units
deploved to Africa vored weapons over manpower. A disproportionate
share of the German wnits in Tunisia were elite Panzer, motorized

Italian artillory In Tunisia was
adequate but somewhat anti-
quated, as Is suggested by this
Cannone da 104/32 mod. 15,
which was a Skoda deslgn
captured from the Austro-
Hungarlan army in Wortd War I.
About 35 were In use with the
XXX Corps In Tunisia In 1843.
(NARA)

0Ona of the [nnovatlons seen In
Tunisia was the new 150mm
Nobelwerter 41, which was soon
dubbed the “Screaming Meemie"
by US troops due to its
frightening sound. (MH)



The principal Itallan anti-tank
weapon was the 47mm gun,
which was obsolete by 1943
standards —though not much
worsa than the US 37mm gun.
(MH1)

One of the more curlous Italian
vehicles used in Tunisla was the
Mototricolo Guzzl 500 Trialce,
which was used to carry
supplies. These are seen near a
field kitchan in Tunisia, bringing
food to the frontline troops. (MHI)

infanury or Lufiwaffe units, German @anks in 1943 were on a par with
Allied ranks, with a decided shift towards the long-barreled gun versions
of the Pzkpfiv I and PzKpfw IV. Tunisia also saw the combat debut of
several new weapons in the west including thie Tiger heavy wank, the
Nebelwerfer multiple rocket liunchier, and the Pak 40 75mm an-tak
gun. The German units jn Tunisia were for the most part combar
experienced, battde-hardened units, ata ime when the Welhrmacht was at
the peak ol its combat effectiven

The reconstimion of Rommel's bedraggled forces in Tunisia
depended in large measure on the ability of the Axis powers w supply the
Tunisian bridgehead across the Mediterranean. Aanim originally estimated
supply demands at about 50,000 1ons monthly, later vevised o 60,000 1ons.
Seaborne transport at the end of 1942 consisted of about 40 1w
ships, supplermented by 20 Siebel navil ferries, and some French shipping
from southern France that had been seized in November 1942, The sea
lanes were hotly contested by British submarines and aircralt, wod i

58,
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was due in large measure 1o the proximity of an extensive
and southern Italy.
he Axis nor Allies could claim air superiority over Tunisia,
1 the air was 1n fvor of the Axis through March 1943,

lities in Sicik

Axis order of battle, Tunisia, late January 1943

STH PANZER ARMY

General der Panzertruppen
Hans-Jdrgen von Arnim

131 Parzer Thigion

Korpsgruppe Fischer

uith Panzer Dvsidn

3341h Infantry Cuson
Dbagice von Beih

S Falgstuenyager Regmenl

XXX Carps

181 Superga Diwgem
471 Grenader Remment
50h Special Brigate

GEAMAN-ITALIAN PANZER ARMY

Gereralieutnant Hans e
Genermimalor Waollgang Fisgher
Generadmator Wostgang Fecher
Gerveralioningnl Frascrich Webee
Cod. Frasctrich Frastwrs won Broch

Generale di Corpa d’Armata Vittorio Sogno

Gan o Cwisigne Danle Losenzeli
L O0f, Buse

Gen o Brygata Geowannu Wnperiak o Frardavila

wchall Eoyin

Dwistschas Afrike Korps

15 Pipzer Dession

1313 Centaurs Amcied Divscn
15t Lumartle Jager Bngace

XX Carps
TILh Yourkg Fasosts iardry Dgagn
+015t Triesia Infaniry Dnazaon

St Light Alrika Division

XXI Corps

16l Prstgia Inlardry Chagion
201 La Spana Infantry Dragaon
16410 Light Alrda Drazean
Pagupomm s Sahanano

Generaleutnant Heris Cramar
Generaimags Wiakd Bornie:
Gen. Grgre Cabi 1 Bergolo

Q. di Divisione Tadao Orando
Gen o Divesioneg MNing Sozza

Gen & Brgata Francasca La Ferla
Generaimapy Teodor Graf von Sponeck

Qen. d'Armala Paolo Berardi

Gen. di Bngata Guzepps Faiun

fan o Brigats Gavino Pizzolate
Ganeraimacs Kurt Fmiter won Lisbersien
Dan. o Bngats AXETt0 ManTedn)

5N to use a wider range
Il constal vessels, and even Frenc h

358 vehicles
was the peak month of de 11' eries,

falling m'nrh]y 0
less than hall of the Axis requircments.



Axis forces enjoyed the
advantage of extensive alrbases
In Tunisla and Siclly to support
ground operations In Tunisia.
This is a Fw-190A fighter
captured on one of the Bizerte
airfields in May 1943. (MMI)

ALLIED FORCES

Allied forces in central Tanisia were in a pracess of flux through much ol
Janwary 1943, The arca was initially held by units of Juin's Détachement
d’Armée Francaise (DAF), The Germans had disarmed most of the
French forces in Tunisia in Novemnber 1942, so the French militan
presence in Tunisia had to be reconstituted from elsewhiere in French
North Africa. Juin assigned a “Covering Detachmient” w the two Dorsal
mountain manges with the aim of covering the British right fank and
preventing German entry into Algeria through the Tebessa aren, The first
French force deployed was Gen. G. Barre's CSTT (Commiandement
Supéricur des Troupes de Tunis cd of five battalions ol
infunury. It took part in the fighting against the [alian Superga Division
in late December 1942, The CST1 was gradually reinforced as anits were
scraped together from Algeria and Marocco. These units evenmally
formed Gen. L. Koehz's 19th Army Corps. Its pruincipal element in
anuary 1943 was the Division de Marchie de Constantine (DMC) under
‘Gen. Welvert, which was an improvised division assigned o defend the
area around Constantine. Other French units were gradually fed into the
Tunisian front as they became available. Besides the main units in central
Tunisia. the southern desert Jank was patrolled by Gen. Delay’s Front Fat
rien, consisting of local troops and Foreign Legion detachments ot
ia included
tough local troops led by French officers, units recruited from the local
French communities, and Foreign Legion units. Even in the best of times
these units were not well equipped by Furopean standards since their
main role was o defend the colonies from local inswrections. The
armistice of 1940 put further constraints on their size and equipment, [or
example forbidding the deployment ol anti-tank guns and restricuy
quality and quantity of armored vehicles. As a result, the French forces in
Tunisia were mostly light infanuy forces with mediocre infiniry weapons,
poor support weapons, ind absolete armored vehicles. Athough some of
the individual units were quite good, they had not been
operaie in conventional divisions. They were best when employed for
pawalling or raids, but could not stand up to prolonged conventional
campaigns. They were a third-rate army with a firstrate soul.

1

1 which consis

horse, camel and l\nht trucks, The French forces in Tun
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Thre first major US unit to ke partin the [
Tunisian fighting was Combat Command B
(CCB)Y of the st Armored Division, com-
manded in January 1943 by Col. Paul
Robinett. The 1st Armored Division had three
cambat commands, which were haulegyoups
made up from constituent battalions for
specific missions, Only CCB was deployed in
November-December, since this was all that
could be supporied from the distant logistic
bases in Algenia. Alter the relatively  casy
landings and the light fighting against the
French, US woops in North Afvica were cocky
and optimistic. They were comfident thac they
were the bestrmained and best-equipped troops in the world, and would
kick the Germans out of Aflrica with little etiort. Robinett’s CCB was not
so callow after o month of hard fighting in December 1942, They had
quickly learned that US Army training was artificial and inadequate,
doctrine and tactics were Dittle more than wishful thinking, and the
equipment was good for 1939 but not up to 1943 stndards.

US armored divisions in early 1943 had two tank regiments and only
a single mechanized infantry regiment, since their primary role was
alicnsive exploitation. The st Armored Division was poorly suited 1o
the defensive mission it was assigned in Tunisia since it was so short of
infuniry. As a result, portions of the st and 34th Infanory divisions were
gradually fed into the 1T Corps lines as the logistics permited. They were
seldom committed at regimental level, but rather individual batalions
were parceled out to st Armored Division task forces 1o reinforce their
xiended defensive positions. Contrary to doctrine, the st
Arnmored Division's three combat commands were widely dispersed 1o
fill gaps along the ¢ ive frontine and not used as a concenurated
T'o miake matters worse, a fourth combat command was created in

over

force

January 1943, which further diluted its suength.

In spite of the tank losses in CCB from the November-December 1942
fighting, the division was nearly full strength in carly February by
slripping tanks out of the uncommitted 2d Armored Division and had a
total of 55 M3 light tanks and 202 medium tanks in early February 1943,
The division was lavishly equipped by German
standards, bur except for the combat-
hardened CCB, the division was wholly
mexperienced. This was all the more serious,
as US wencal doctrine at the dme had not
undergone the test of war, US Army armored
doctrine was peculiar in a number of respects.
The lessons of the 1940 campaign in France
had led o the creation of a special Tank
Destroyer command, specifically earmarked
for dealing with the Panzer threat. This force,
a guasi-ndependent branch separate from the
Armored Force and the Infantry, deployed its
hattalions under separate tank destroyer
oups at corps or army level. The idea was o

Only the 2/13th Armored, 1st
Armored Divislon was still using
the obsolete M3 medium tank in
Tunisia In February 1943, an
axample of which is shown here.
However, following the heavy
losses at Kasserine Pass, nearly
half of the replacement medium
tanks were ot thls type. (NARA}

Tho US infantry anti-tank
compantes in Tunisla were
dependent on the obsolete
37mm anti-tank gun, which was
ineffective against contamporary

Gorman Panzers in a frontal
angagement. By this time, the
British were using the 6-pdr
(57mm) gun. [NARA)




Mines ware widely employed by
both sides In Tunisla. This US
Army lieulenant Is seen using

® bayonet to proba for burled
mines whiie the solidier next

to him removes ane. (NARA)

Mortars, such as this US 81mm
verslon, proved to be highly
effective in the Tunisian
mountain fighting. (NARA)

keep the mnk destrovers in teserve undl the Panzer attack materialized,
then rush the battadions forward in a concentrated miass to defeat the
enemy tanks. The doctrine was controversial and had not kept pace with
tactical developments in Furope since being hastily formulated in 1940,
The prominence gven to tank destrovers was not shared by any other
major army. Jo make matters worse, the battalions committed 10 Tunisia
were still equipped with expedient tank destroyers, a 37mm gun bolted in
the back of 4 ¥ ton truck, and World War 1 French 75mm guns mounted
in halfuracks. The ank destroyver force distorted mmored  division
doctrine as well. Since the ank destroyer force was suppased to dea! with
the Panzer threat, the wrmored divisions concenwrated on a mechanized
cavalry mission focused on their use as an
exploitation force once breakthrough was
achieved. Tank fighting was not a significant
mission for the division and the 1942 Armored
Force field manual on tactics devoted only two
of its 4530 pages 1o the subjeet of tnks-tank
combat, Doctrine shaped traiming and tactics,
and the fighting in Tunisia would clearly
demonstrate that both wore contrived and
unrealistc,

US equipment in Tunisia was of varied
quality. Infanty equipment was generally
excellent except for the $7mrm anti-tank gun.
The infantry did not want to be burdened by
a heavier anti-tank gun, and even though the
much beter British G-pdr was already being
manufactured in the US for Lend-Lease, the
infantry refused to accept it. This would prove
to be a significant issue in the 1943 fighting.
The 2.36in. "bazooka™ rocket launcher was
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only entering service at the time of the Tunisia
campaign and few troops had been trained to use
it Most of the medium tanks in the 1st Armored
Division were the M4 and M4AL medium wnk,
better known by its British name, the Sherman. It
wits widely regarded as one of the best tanks in the
world at the time. Only one battalion, Gardiner’s
experienced 2/15th Armored in the CCB, sill
had some of the archaic M3 medium tanks. The
M3 and MB3AL light tanks used by two light bai-
talions were obsolete with thin armor and a
G7mm gun (hat was hard-pressed to defeat

E 'S ardillery was excellent from a

German Panzers. U
technical standpoint, but unseasoned.

The US role in Tunisia expanded considerably
in January. Arnim'’s 5th Panzer Army began contesting the French control
of the Fastern Dorsal mounitains in mid January 1443, and seized Pichon
and Fondouk passes. After visiting the line, Gen. Andeyson felt that the
French were on the verge of collapse. He did not trust the French o hold
his right fank, so he discussed reinforcing the American (orces in
Tunisia. Liscnhower agreed o consolidate the st Infanoy Division, move
the rest of the 34th Division from Algeria, and wansfer the 9th Infantry
Division from Morocco. Even as late as the first week of February, the
st Infanuy Division was scattered along a 200-mile front from Medjez ¢l
Bab in the north to Gafsa in the south with its 16th Infantry and
headqrartess to the French 9th Corps, the 18th Infantry to the British V
Corps. und the 26du Infanuy o CCB, Ist Armored Division in the
Ousseliia Valley, Not only were the division’s elements widely dispersed,
their frontages were exceptionally thin, The one infantry regiment under
divisional command, the 16th, was covering a line 22 miles long. As the
Sdth Division arrived, its units were deployed in similarly disjpinted
fashion. The 168th Infantry had heen deployed near Constantine since
Jannary 11 to guard lines of communication, and on January 29 was

US artillery proved very sffactive
In the later fighting In Tunisia
where it was possible to
concentrate divislonal artillery.
A key Ingrediant In artillery fire
support was the forward
observer team, such as the

one shown here. (NARA)

The French colonial troops in
Tunisla were poorly equipped,
as is evident from this horse
artillery seen near Pont-du-Fahs
in February 1943. (MHI)



ABOVE Fronch units ware
gradually ra-equipped with US
weapons, such as this 105mm
howitzer seen hera on Fohruary
12, 1843 on the Tuaisian front.
MHY

ABOVE. RIGHT The French
colonial units were recruited
from the local French and Arab
communities and led by French
officers. These officers from a
Goum unit were photographed In
Bizerte on May 9, 1943, Thelr
dress reflocts thelr diverse
traditions: the captain to the jeft
in a spahi gandourah and Fronch
beret, the next officer in a
classic woollen dfelibah and
local cap, the third officer in
French Sahara uniform with the
light bilue képi of the Sahara
companies, and the officer on
the far right with a Franch
bonnet de police and a captured
ltalian saharienne bush jecket.
INARR)

shifted to the conmmand of the 1st Armared Division in the Gafsa-Sheitla
area. As two baualions of the 133d Infanury arrived. they were deploved
to cover the Pinchon and Fondouk passes during the first hall of
Tebruury.

The French pointedly asked why the Americans couldn't move the
idle 2d Armored Division from Maorocco o Tumisia, bur the weak
Jogistical chain in the theater limited the size of the foree that could be
supported. The railroad line to Tebessa could provide only about a third
of the daily requirements of the ex ting units in Il Corps, and the rest
had to come by truck. The tucks by now were wearing out after months
of hard use, and i new supply of rucks from the US was not expected
until the middle of February at the earliest. Logistics were the main
reason that US forces in central Tunisia were so modest in size.
instrncted Anderson and Fredendall to concentrate 1st
Armored Division to serve as an operational reserve due o the extensive
frontage in central Tunisia. This did not ke place prior o the
Faid-Kasserine battles us not all of the US infanuy bad arrived vet
Anderson expected that the American scctor would remain a relatively
quict theater while the main action occurred opposite Britsh elements
of the First Army in northern Tun
fromtier as Rommel's forces retreated hefore Momgomery's Eighth
Army. As would soon become apparent, Rommel had other plans.

Lisenhoy

i, and along the Tunisian-Lilyan

Allied forces, Central-Southern Tunisia,
late January 1943

18* CORPS D'ARMEE (French Army) Gen. Louls-Marie Koeltz

nes e furigs  Gen, Guerges Barme

da Marche de Cor 2 Gen, woseyts E. ekt

Il Carps (US Army) Maj. Gen. Lloyd Fredendall
razee] M
f R
FaLn L

). Gen. Dwandc Waird
K, Gen. Teary Allen
Wi Gan. Russal Hare
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OPPOSING PLANS

he fighting in cenoal Tunisia was dominated by its geography, and

especially the mountiins (locally called djetels). Immediately to the

west af the cosstal plain is the Eastern Doisal chain stretching
sonth from Tunis towards the Mareth Line, Transit through the steep
mountams was thvough critical passes at Pinchon and Fondouk on the
Sousse=Sheitla road, at Faid on the Sfx=Sheitla road, and throt
Maknassy on the southern approaches. Behind the Eastern Dorsals lie the
Western Dorsals, which eventally merge with the Adas Mountains in
neighboring Algeria. There were several critical passes through the
including Kasserine, which provided access 1o the key
1at Tebessa. All German ollensive plans had
cographical Bictors in mind. Initdally, Kesselring wanted to
establish a deep delensive line running from Bone on the Mediterranean

Western Dorsals

Allied staging base in Alger
o keep these

. through Tebessa, to the impenetrable Chout Djerid salt marshes
hat possibility, he felt that a defensive line running down the
side of the Western Dorsals would be adequate. However, lacking
orees in lue 1942, the actual German defensive line in January
43 was alor “astern Daorsals, with no straregi
ured like a barbell, with the 5th Panzer
Army in the north, the German=ltalian Panzer Atmy in the south AIOng
the Mareth Line, and very few forces in the center. The greatest German
vadnerabiliy Lay in this middle ares, since a vigorous Allied attack could
push to the sea near Sfax, isolatir s. Up to
January 1943, with the weak French forces occupying central Tunisia,
there was not much of a threat. However, with larger American forces
. Kesselnng and Arnim became increasingly concerned about an
ican drive along the Stax corridor.

1e eastern side of the

h. Axis forces were confi

Arnim’s and Rommel’s fore

PRELIMINARY MOVES: FROM SENED
STATION TO FAID PASS

I'tie plans of both sides in February 1943 were heavily shaped by a series
of raids and spoiliug atacks conducted by both sides in the last days of
January 1943
stage a major offensive, seizing

. Kesselving and the Comando Supremo wanted Armim (o
d Pass, occupying the Gafsa basin, and
the American supply base at Tebessa. Instead, on January 24,
1943 Arnim issued orders for @ more limited spoiling attack, arguing
thiat hie did not have the resources to do more. His plan was restricted to
@ few smuall batdegroups of the 3th Panzer Army attacking the French
garrisons in the Faid area to prevent the Allies from staging an attack
towards Stax through these key passes. At roughly the same time, the US

attacking




11 Carps commander, Gen. Fredendall, was considering a raid aimed at
the Germans off-balance until the corps could be built up
:h 10 make a bolder strike. Combar Command C was ordered 10
‘ned Station as a stepping sione (or a later attack towards the key
road junction at Maknassy.

I'he Americans struck fivst, und CCC ook Sened with little
resistance, Although the French commanders pleaded with Fredendall
w reinforce the weak French {orces holding the passes furdther north,
Fredendall decided that a planned atack on Maknassy would indivectly
protect the passes since itwould attract German attention further south.
This raid did not take place, as in the meantime Arnim had launched his
attack on Faid.

The Axis attack farce comprised the 215t Panzer Division supported by
Imperiale’s 50th Special Brigade 1o occupy Find Pass once it was seized.
The pass was held by a battalion of the French 2nd RTA (Régiment de
Tirailleurs Africaine} while a battalion of the 3rd Zouaves held the nearby
pass a1 Rebaou, four miles ta the sonth. They were supported by 73mm
guns and some anti-ank guns of the 67th RAA (Reégiment d'Arillerie
Algérien) and a platcon of absolete World War Ivintige Renault FT @inks.

The attack against Faid Pass by Kampfruppe Pfeiffer began a 0400
hours on January 30 ight Lialian Semoven
guns. The initial attack was brought to a halt by French artillery u(lu at
least three of the Semovente had heen knocked out. The more heavi
equipped Kampfgruppe Gran, which included the tanks of 1./Pz.Rgt. 5,
was able o push through the 3rd Zonaves in Rebaou Pass and then
encircle Faid Pass from the opposite side. By noon, the French 2ne RTA
was trapped between the two German battlegronps

When the attack began, the French divisional commander Gen
Wehvert rushed to Sidi bou Zid and pleaded with Bri
McQuillin, the commander of CCA, Ist Armored Division to inervene,
Because of the excessively rigid command structure, MeQuillin radioed
Fredendall who in tum bucked the request up the chain of command to
Gen. Anderson, who responded around 0900 howrs "to restore the
situation at Faid."” Fredendall then instructed McQuillin to move on Faid
“witho

spearheaded by

Gen. Raymoned

weakening his defenses of Sheitla,” which he interpreted o
mean o deal with the Faid attack with a sinall task foree
force woulil weaken Sbeitla. He dispatched two yecomnaissance
detachments 1o Faid and Rebaou, which reported back at noontime that,
indeed, strong Gernman forces were oper.xlixn;; on ecither side of the
Eastern Dorsals, McQuillin finally created two sk forees led by Col
Alexander Stk and Col. William Kern w the 26ith Infanuy, 3/ 1st
Armored, the 701st Tank Destroyer Batalion and supporting clemenis
T Stark was seiit 1o relieve Faid Pass while TF Kerin headed for Rebaou
Pass. In additon, Combat Comumand C, which had been scheduled 10
assault Maknassy under the carlier scheme, was directed instead 10 Sidi
bon Zid to await the outcome of the attack by the two small tsk
only to be told later in the day o retum 1o the original scheme of vaidir
Maknassy. Awnidst this confusion, the counterattack against Faid
Rebaou passes on January 31 futled. The (orces committed ta the action
were Lar oo small and o Tate, and the Germans had set up good
defenses including o battery of 88mm guns. Another attempt on February
| was equally unsuccessful. To further exploit the situation, Arnim sent

5 any substantial

wees,
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The risky naval supply operations
to Tunisia wers supplemented by
an Imtensive airlift campaign, and
the Junkers Ju-52 formed the
backbone of this effort. This
damaged transport is seen on
ona of the airfields In the Bizerte
ara in May 1943, (MHI)

another kamipfgrufipe from the 10th Panzer Division o deal witl the
French garrison in the Pichon Pass further north on January 310 From
Arnim’s perspective, these actions provided a temporary reliel from the
threat of an Allied atiack towards the Stax cormdor.

THE GERMAN PLAN

The outcome of the Faid Pass clash set the stage for the ensuing Kasserine
Pass fightin
that the Amiericans were inexpericnced and badly dispersed. The weakly
held American front was an opportunity, not a threat. Wity Fuid Pass
cffectively blocked, Arnim wanted to deal with the more pressing threat
to fth Panzer Army posed by the British First Army in northern Tunisia.
To relieve pressure on Tunis, he wanted to strike towards the Fondouk
Pass, threatening the British right fls
French and Americans lurther south. This plan, codenamed Operation
Kuckucksei (Cuckoo's Ej was reviewed by the Comando Supremo
during the first few days of February.

On January 31, Rommel’s replacement, Gen. Messe, arvived an his
headquarters, ready 10 take command, On the verge of beir
Romimiel conceivied a more ambitions operation than Arminm's as one List
grasp for glory. Alter having been chiased out of Libyva by Moty
Eighth Army, Rommel’s forces were establishing delensive positions
along the Mareth Line. The situation on this front was relatively stable
as the British had outrun their supplies and needed time to reestablish
their logistical mil. German engineers had sabotaged Tripolis dock
facilities, and it would tuke weeks for Montgoricry to
for another offensive. The frontwith the Eighth Army held no prospects
for offensive adventures; the German-Italian Panzer Army was too weak
10 expect any dramatic gains from atacking Monigomery. Rommel
needed additional forces o reinforce his attack and he needed a more
wuinerable opponent. An artack a
spread Americans served both purposes. Rommel was dismissive of the

The Faid skirmishes convinced the German commanders

1k and their connections with the

g relieved,

omeiv's

lel up supplies

ainst the inexpevienced and thinly

a3



Stralned supply lines forced
the Axis to take extracrdinary
measures to supply the Tunisian
bridgehead, like these Slebel
pontoon ferries that were used
to carry supplies from Sicily.
MH)

Aniericans after Faid Pass, and he had little concern about the French
colonial units
[nstead of merely blocking the passes through the Eastern Dorsals, as
Arnim had done with the Fael raid, Remmel wanted to continue west to
the kev passes through the Western Dorsals, such as Kasserine, Then, a
German mechanized force could threaten to sweep into Algeria and
destroy the Allied supply hub at Tebessa via Rasserine, or thraten to cu
ofl the British First Acmy in northern Tunisia via Thald. Rommel
probably recognized that the chances of such a dramagdce outcome were
shim, but an attack could at least give the green Americans a blaody nose
and buy time o reinforce German defenses in the Tunisian bridgehead
ind along the Mareth Line. Rommel wis never a commuander to turm
down a desperate but luerative gamble, and he hoped he could leave
North Africa with a victory as his swansong. To conduct such an attack,
he would needd more than his battered lorces could provide. His plan
> mabile elements of the German—lalian Panzer Ay,
infantry units to hold the Marveth Line. But he abse:
neceded another Panzer battle group from Arnim’s 5th Panzer Army,
which required approval from Rome. On February 3. 1943 Romunel
Torwirded his attack plan to the Comando Supremo.

Gen. Ambrosio, the Talian chief of staff, was sympahetic to
Rommel’s plan, realizing that Mussolini's political fortunes had been
threatened by the precipitous retreat of Axis {orces from the lalian
colony of Libya. A victory, even a tactical one. would help to calm the
political crisis in Ttaly. Kesselving hoped that a striking victory in Afvica
would compensate for the final surrender of von Paulus’s 61th Ammy at
Swulingrad on February 2.

Kesselring met with Arnim and Rommel at Gabes an February 9 in
the hope of reaching an agreement. Arnim argued that the Gertnan
lorces in Tunisia did not have the resourees for Rommel's ambitious
plans, and that his mare limited offensive would serve both to constrain
the Americans and threaten the British Fisst Army. After discussing the
issue with Kesselring, Ainbrosio proposed a comprorise on February
11. Instead of a unified atiack direeted by Romumed. two complementary
attacks would be conducted separately by Arnim and Roynmel. Arnim

34 | would exploit his Fatd Pass success with Operation tingsurind (Spring

was (o employ il

while leaving the




Wind) surging out of Faid towards Sidi bou Zid, and destroying CC \ ol
the Ist \nnuu d Division. Rommel would Iaunch the second s
attack, dubbed Operation Mg
Gafsa, 60 miles to the south, thereby ending any threat to the rear of 1f
Mareth d s forces were oo weak to conduct such an
attack without reinforcements, so Amim's 5th Panzer An
launch the atack, and then wansfer the 215t Fanzer Division
Rommel o reinforce his operations, Ambrosio anid Ke
the issue of a further advance into the Western Dorsals it
phase of the attacks had been wundertaken. The precise date ol
Frithling

Febroar

tuft (Morning Breeze) that \\uu.rl takr

enses. Rommiel

Irin

was left 1o Arnim, as the cold, vainy winter wes
had been wirning the baulefi

her in early

Id 1o mud, inhibiting a Panzer
advance,

ALLIED PLANS

Eisenhower's initial plan for the emplayment of I Corps was dulised
Operation Saim, scheduled for January 22, 1943, This would consist of u
mobhile raid by 1st Armored Division towards $ax. Gahés or Kaivouan
intended w disrupt Remmel's supply lines fram northern: Tuisia. This
was the Genmans” prinvary concern, bug LIS forces in central Tu were
100 weak and too inexperienced o carry i sul Semor British
commanders were very skepticak of such a risky venture and Eiscubower
dropped it on their adsice. Instead, at a commanders conference it mid
January he indicaied that 1l Corps operations weuld b privearile
defensive in orienrauon and on January 20 he reaffinned this b
insuucting Fredendall thac the 18 Armored Ditision was 1o refiain as a
mobile reseive, The German eupture of Fald Pass andy yeinforeed
Eisenhowet’s view that this sector should rewaine dormant wnll the
anticipated spring offensive.

From Andurson’s peespeciive, the 1 Gops and the coral Temsian
front were secondary concerns. His niain focus was on the Brivsh corps
his First Arny and their goal of siamping out Arnim’s 3ih Panzer Amiy i
the north around Tunis. He realized tha once the winler weather abaree,
Mongonisy’s Eighth Anmy would confromt Ronumel aleng thw Mareth
Line. wnd the First and Eighth Army weuld encitele and destrov the
rapped Axis forces. In the meanume. he intended (o keep the contral
front quiet. Intelligence assetsments seemed to support the idea dyar the
decisive action wounld 1ake place in northern Tunisia. The signals
mtelligeiice center at Blewchley Park was having @ hard dme decnpting the
“Dodo” code used by Arim’s Sth Panzer Animy b the [ufmaile and
Iatian godes were proving 10 be more infomuive, On January 31, 4
message from the Lufowadle comumander in Tonisia laid ou Armm's plas
for Qperation Kudnwhses in soine deil. Eiscnhowery intelligence officer.
Brigadier E.E. MacklerFerrymoan, concluded it the main Ceoming tireat
was an atwk by Mh Panzer Army duough the Fandouk Pass. which would
then threawn che fiznk of British units in nerthern Tunisia,

On February 4, 1943 Bleechley Park sent Fisenhower's headgquarters 4
deerypred copy of Rommel's plan for a more ambitious atack. Mockler
Ferryman put more credenice in the earlior mevcept sinec the message’s
Lufevalfe provenance suggested that this operiion had alreudy becn
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accepted, whereas Rommel's message was simply a proposed future

operation. Later intercepts were misinterpreted 1o bolster this view, A
February 8 Lultwafle decrvpt indicated that units wonld be moved 1o
support the forthcoming Sth Panzer Army auack. On February 13,
aled that the headquarters of the 21st Panzer Division was

Enig
deploying to its forward positions to begin the attack the following day,
which Mockler-Ferrvman inwrpreted to mean the Fondouk attack.
Fermvman conveved this information to Anderson who alerted
forward units to the threat, with a special emphasis on units around
Fondouk. However, Anderson believed that the Gernmans might stage
diversionary attacks, so other units including American units on the
central frout were also alerted for an attack on St Valentine's Day.

Allicd intelligence had come 10 depend on the Enigma deaypus,
ity following their stunning revelations during the El Alamein

nd Teve;

Mackle

esp




battles. But the Enigima decrypts. as good as they were, seldom revealed
the whole picwre. Intelligence assessments based in part on Eoigma
tock on an air of infullibility cven though they ofien contaimed the wsual
mixwire of analysis and conjectime. Neither Anderson nor nhower
appreciaied that MocklerFerrmanan's ussessment was wrong and thaw
tactical intelligeace contradicted his interpretadon of the incomplete
Enigima information.

Due w this intelligenee blander, the Allied commanders conimued
o shuffic around the unis in the I Corps arca with title sense of
urgeney, instead of cresting a cohesive defeise. Anderson wanted w
redeploy the French and Americans from their vulnecable and extended
positions on the Eastera Dorsals and o concentrate their delenses on
the eastern side of the Western Dorsals 1o keep then out of trouble. But
Eisenhower's linison officer Lucian Truscott pushed for a forwand
defense on the plains between the Dorsals, In the event, the issue wis
net finally sertled prior o the Garman aitack, and so LS unils remaineed
scattered and unprepared.

For muceh of early February, Eisenhower was distracled by the nged o
anend the Casablanca conference with Roostvelt and Cliwchill.
Eisenhower finally lefi the conference late on Fehruary 12 and amived al
the Y Corpy headguarters on February 13 for inspection. He was
disturbed by what he found. Fredendall had established his command
center in an inagcessible mvine and had used corps engineers o st
bambproof caves for the safery of the staff. The locution of the command
post was lar to the rear, without easy uccess 16 the road neovork. Andervon
visited Tebessa that day to consult with Fredendall and Eisenhower. He
met with Fredendall’s G-2 intelligence officer, Col. "Meonk” Dicksan, who
argued that the sactical intelligence pointed 10 2 Geoman atuck comning
soon in the Gafsa area and passibly around Faid as weil. not Fondouk,
Overly canfident due to the Enjgma decrypts, Anderson dismissed (he
American repores and warncd Fredendall bater chache had a jisnapy™ stall
officer. Anderson left abruptly laer in the day when officers for his
nopthern beadquarters reported thar a Gernan attack in the north was
immincit dine o the fatest deaypt. I s a sack irony 1hat Dickson's
warning was ignored in 1043, but nearly oo years kiter when Dickson wax
G2 for the LIS First Army, hig asscssment that the Germans would not
sirike in che Ardensies in December 1944 proved ragically wiong,

Eisenhoswer made a tour of Farward positions lawy that day. and was
disturbed at the complacency and lack of preparedness. Infanuy wnis
were deploved in the passes without mineficlds. merely with plans w starl
Taying mines “tomorrow”—in contrast oo the Germans who estblished
mineficlds within hours of scting up thetr defenses. The sitwation with
the st Armored Division was particudarly unscttling and the diviston was
badly scartered along 80 miles of frouy, connry to Eisenhower's carlier
instructions. Brig. Gen. Raymond McQuillin’s CCA was 50 miles (80kiep
south arpund Sheitla. Brig. Gen. Paul Robinett's CCB had been operating
in the notth around Oussclia since Junvary 19 and was left in the arew s
help cover the nerthern sector in anticipation of the imminent kuwneh of
Operation  Kuckuehsei. Robineu, an old friend of Eisenhower
complained that his unit was being wasted as they had conducted deep
penctrations behind the frontline and found no cvidence of wn
impending German auack in this sector

a



i the siranegic posture of 1] Corps was poor, tactical deployments
were little better, Fredendall ordered that the wwo task forces covering
Kassenine Pass be deploved on two mountains, Djebel Lessouda and
Ksaiva on cither side of the pass, but so far from each other that they
could not provide mutual support. Fredendall Taer blamed Anderson
for whe details of ahe deployment, but in the event the precise
deplorment was ireelesant. Twe reinforced infanuy batalions bad litle
hope of stopping two Panzer divisions, even if beuer deployed, since
they could be outflanked or overrun. Given the enormous width of the
fromi, @ maobile reserve was necded o reinforce the scattered outposts
andd neither Anderson nor Fredendall fied paid sulficient augntion to
Eisenhower's January 20 divective do concentrate more of the 1st
Avmored Divsion {or this mission.

Eisenhower immediately issued a series of instructions to the various
nnids 1o correet numerous deficiencics, but it was too late, By the time
Eisephower's group anived back at Il Corps headquarters that morning,
the German assault had already beguv.




This was the German

perspective of the attack looking
southwast through the Faid Pass,
with the Djebel Ksalra evident

on the horizon to the teft.

{Patton Museum)

THE CAMPAIGN

OPERATION FRUHLINGSWIND:
SIDI BOU ZID |
ronim’s assault began in the early morming hours of February 14, I
1943 and consisted ot a two-pronged enveloping attack on Sidi
bou Zid. The 10th Panzer Division debouched from Faid Pass
and swung around Djebel Lessouda to the northwest before descending
on Sidi bou Zid, while the 215t Panzer Division emerged from the south
through Maizila Pass. The CCA defenses on Djebel Lessouda consisted
of the 2/168th Infantry of the 34th Division supported by a company of
tanks and a platoon of @nk destroyers and under the command of
Patton's sen-in-law, Li. Col. John Waters. There was a similar [oree on
the hill south of Sidi bou Zid, Djebel Ksaira, held by the 5/165th
Infantry under Col. Thomas Drake deployed 1o black any advance from
the south of Sidi bou Zid. The defensive scheme was for the manry in
the hill defenses to tic down any German forces coming out of Faid Pass
long enough o permit a counteratack by Li. Col. Louis Hightower in
Sid bou Zid with two companies of tanks and a dozen bk destroyers.
The 10th Panzer Division began moving around 0400 honrs,
completely enveloped in a sandstorm. Their lead Panzers overwhelmed
a small American covering force as well as the hill's small anmored
contingent, Co. G, lst Armored Regiment. Under the cover of ihe
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sandstorm, ane of the two batde groups swing
around the western side of the hill 10 silence
American antillery located there. By dawn, it was
clear th jor attack was under way, but the
storm made it impossible for the Americans on
twop ol the hill 1o gauge its size. Around 0730
hours, the Lultwalfe staged a major air raid on
Sidi bou Zid uself, de ting the town. By 0830
hours, the storm began o lift, and Col. Wi
linally able 10 see the advancing German foree,
wh ated at 60 tanks, 20 other armored
vehicles and numerous other vehicles. In the
meantime, Hightower's armored force sallied out
of Sidi bou Zid with two companies of M4
medium wnks, Ce H and I, Ist Armored
Regiment, and about a dozen tank destrovers of
the 700s1 Tank Destroyer Batalion. As Hightower's force closed on the
German attack, he quickly realized he was badly outnumbered and
radioed back 1o the commander of C Col, McQuillin, that the best
he could do would be to delay them. Hightower's tanks were already
being hit by a battery of 88mum guns deployed a1 the base of Djebel
Lessouda and by long-range 88mm fire from Tiger tanks. He attempted
1o fight a withdrawing action back to Sidi bou Zid, but was fully engaged
b 1030 hours; his oumumbered force was gradually shot to pieces,
Waters ind the 2/168th Infanty were completely isolated on the upper
side of Diebel Lessouda, livde able to influence the battle, and for the
dme being were ignored by the advancing 10th Panzer Division.

Wlhile the situation arounad Debel Lessouda developed. the attack by
215t Panzer Division began 1o emerge from the southern approaches of
Si . but more slowly as the sandstorm had been more intense
and longer lasting in this sector. Kampfgruppe Schinte, built around
Pangergrenadier Regiment 104 and supparted by a detachment of
tanks, moved 1o the west of the 3/165th Infantry defenses on Djebel
Ksuira around noon, while Kampfgruppe Stenkhofl with the bulk of
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The attack on Djebel Lessouda
was supported by Tiger heavy
tanks of s.Pz.Abt. 501. This one
was captured later in the
campalgn and shipped back to
the US; it is seen here on display
in Washington, DC In February
1944, (MHI)

A US intantry 37mm anti-tank
gun squad sata ug ils weapon on
February 14, 1943, the day of the
German atiack. Djepel Leasouda,
where one of the US Infantry
battalions was trapped, can be
seen (n the background. (MHI)



A platoon of M4A1 medium tanks
of Hightawer’s 3/1st Armored,
blasted by tho 10th Panzer
Division on the approaches

to Djebel Lessouda. The town

of Sidl bou 2id and Djebel Ksaira
are evident In the background.
(Patton Museum)

A surviving M4A1 medtum tank
from Co.G, 3/1st Armored
retrieving a disablad M3
halftrack atter tha itl-fated
attempt to stop tha encirclement
of 3/168th lnfantry atap Djebel
Lessouda, which can be saen

in the background. (NARA)

Panzer Regiment 5, moved behind Sidi bou Zid from the southwest
around 1400 hours alter having aken the longer route around Djehel ¢l
Kebar

By noon, German tanks were approaching McQuillin's command
post in Sidi bou Zid from multiple directions and the towit was under
direct tank fire. Hightower had already lost more than hall of his tanks
in avaliant but futle effort ro halt the 10th Panzer Division. Hightowet's
tank knocked out four German tanks before finally heing hit and
burned; he and his crew walked from the battle hack towards Sheitla.
Only seven tanks of Hightower's original force of 44 survived the day.
McQuillin first evacuated most of the COA traops except for his
immediate stafl, and withdrew to a temporary command post west of the
town shortly after noon. Drake’s force on Djebel Rsaira still had some
hope of escaping, but permission was denied by Fredendall av 1410
hours. Lacking any fucther communication from headquarters, Drake
moved part ol his force 1o the neyghbornng and more defensible Garet
Hadid on the opposite side ol thic pass. With the sitnation around Sidi
bou Zid collapsing, McQuillin's exceutive officer, Col. Peter Hains,
drove Lo the 15t Armored Division headquarters near Sbeitla and begged | 41
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Gen. Ward 1o permit Waters and Drake to withdraw from their hopeless
positions. Ward explained that Fredendall had refused permission, and
that a counteratack was being planned. Fredendall's rigid command
style and his remote eommand post doomed the two isolated baualions,

The spearheads of the 10th and 21st Panzer Divisions made contact
1o the west of Sidi bou Zid shorty before nighifall and consolidated
their positions around the town. So far, Operation Frulingswind had
gone as planned and German casualties were light. In the fields around
Sidi bou Zid were 44 American tanks, 59 halfuucks, 26 artillery pieces
and 22 wucks either knocked out or abandoned. Gen. Heinz Ziegler,
Amim's deputy, was the tactical commander of the operation and he
decided to remain near Sidi bon Zid that night in anticipation of an
American counterattack. Ziegler's extreme caution infuriated Rommel,
who telephoned Arnim and urged him o press Ziegler forward anight
towards Sbeitla to exploit the Armnim shared Zi
approach and wanted to preserve his forces for later operations towards
Pichon and the north as in his original Kuckuciser plan.

The response lrom senior Allicd commanders was wary but not
overly alarmed. Anderson was convinced that the Sidi bou Zid attack was
ly a diversion 10 mask the expected attack towards Fondouk. He
pointed 1o the absence of the 10th Panzer Division in attack as evidence,
which was of course crroneous. Ward wanted all of Robinett's CCB
diverted (vom the Fondouk arca to Sbeitla, but in light of Anderson’s
assessment, he authorized the transfer of only a single tank baualion. Lt
Col. James Alger’s 2/1st Armored Regiment arrived around Sheida the
evening of February 14. Genr activity around Gafsa convinced
Fredendall that anotlicr blow was about 1o take place, and he received
permission to begin withdrawing French and US troops.

Ward believed that McQuillin had exaggerated German  strength
around Sidi bou Zid, since Allied intelligence was still claiming that only
one Panzer division was involved. He thus estimated the German
compaosition around Sidi bou Zid to be about 40 tanks around Djebel
Lessouda and 20 near Djebel Ksaira. The counterattack planned for the
next day would be led by Col. Robert Stack consisting of Alger's medium
tnk battalion in the lead, supported by a company of M3 75mm tank
destroyers from the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion on the flanks, and
followed by two batteries of self-propelled artillery and the 3/6th Armored
Infantry in halltracks. In hindsight, itis remarkable thatsuch @ meager and
inexperienced lorce was expected to accomplish anything, without any
preparatory reconnaissance. At a minimwmn, the Germans in Sidi bou Zid

gler's cautious

mer

US air support during the clash
at Sidi bou 2Id was constralned
by the Luftwatfe, as Is evident
from this wrecked P-400, an
export version of the P-39
Alracobra. This is probably one
of the fightors lost by the 81st
Fighter Group during the Sidi
bou Zid fighting.



Alger's 2/1st Armored Regiment
was slaughtered In the Ouad
Rouana wadi outside Sidt bou ZId
on February 15 by the comblned
firepower of two Panzer
divislons. The vehictes shown
here are an M4A1 to the left and
an M4 medium tank to the right
from Company F. (NARA)

counterattack from prepared defensive positons. In reality, a si
bautalion of tanks and a battalion of mechanized infantrv were being sent
to confront o combat-hardened Panzer divisions, The resulis were
tagically predictable.

Stack’s counterattack began at 1240 hours on February 15 in textbook
fushion, with Alger’s medium tanks in a broad V formaton. A4 Luftwalle
observation plane spotied the preparations and wamed Ziegler's force of
their location and direction. The Germans had had plenty of tine 1o
prepare the defenses since the night before, and had setup anti-tank guns
and a battery of four 88mm Flak guns in olive groves to cover the abvious
approach route in the open counny to the northwest of Sidi bou Zid.
Elements of Panzer Regiment 5 were sent out to the west with the ain ol
coming upon the American flank from the south, while the 21st Panzer
Division deployed a similar force from the north. The Germans allowed
the first wave of tanks to pass through the concealed anti-tank gun screen.
As the anti4ank guns began to open fire, the American tank companies
tried to maneuver for defense, but the wrrain was oo apen to provide
much cover. As evidence of the German tunks on either tlank became
apparent, one tank company attempted to deal with the ngethern group
{rom 2[st Panzer Division, while another attempted 1o deal with the force
from the L0th Panzer Division to the south. Alger’s tank battalion was cue
off [rom the aceompanying infanuy and by late afterioon, it was clear
they would never make it anywhere aein their objective of Djebe] Ksaira
and the wapped 3/168th Infantry. Sormie four (anks towards 1he rear of the
baualion managed to retreat with whe halfieack infantry around 1740
houry, but the vemaining 40 vanks of Alger's baualion chustered in Gued
Rouana wadi, where they were gradually shot o bits by the encircling
German tanks and ant-tank guns in a meehanized version of "Custor’s
Last Stand.”

There was considerable canfusion the night of Februasy 15 as to what
had happened. Ward reported: “Lot of burning tanks east of Sidi bou
Zid. Don't know who they belong to yet. We might have walloped them
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EVENTS
1 10th Panzar Division exits Faid Pass In
sandstorm

behind the hill.
3 Co. G, 15t Armored Fogiment sallies
farward from the Djsbel but is overwhelmed
by 10th Panzer Division.
4 Moving northward from
Schutle

morning,
the northwest side of Djene! =l Kebar, and
rwaching the of Sidi bou Zid wround
1400 hours.

. ARor parmission to rotreat is refused In the

afterncen, Col. Drake moves part of 3/108th

Infantry from Djobel Ksaira to the more

deforsible Garot Hadid,

7 Col. Mightower with Cos. H and I, 15t
mowon

# After noon, tha CCA/1st Armored Division
headquarters maves out of Sidi bou 2id to
Kern's Crossraads on the road 1o Sbeitla to
avold Imminent encircloment.

@ Through the course of February 14, Gen.
reinforcements

12 Algar's tank battation is ambushad In the
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One of the few survivors of the
destruction of 2/1st Armored
was this M4A1 of Company E
seen here after the Kasserine
fighting.

or they might have walloped us.” But it was apparent that the attack had
failed o rvelieve the two trapped battalions on the hills on cither sigle of
Rasserine Pass. Two P-39 lighters were ordered e fiv over the djebels
and drop wmessages to the surrounded US battalicns 1o escape. In two
days ol fighting, CCA had lost two tank and two infantry batalions
without causing any appreciable loss to the Germans.

In spite of the magnitude of the victory, Ziegler diel not exploit his
success. He sent reconnaissance patrols owards Shettla to determine
whether the Americins might try another counterattack. On hegring
this, Rommiel was ciraged at the lost opportunity. but Kesselring was at
tie Fabrer headquarters in East Prussia that day and could not
intervene. Arnim was more concerned about wasting fuel, whick he
wisheil (o conserve for later operations around Fondouk, and his units
had already accomplished their intended mission of crushing CCA.

Resselring didn't learn of Arnim’s success until February 16, and he
relayed instructions to Arnim through the Comando Supremo to ke
Sheitla. Ziegler continued to dither and reinforced his earlier
reconnaissance mission with a small detachiment of tanks near the road
Junction the Americans called "Kern's Crossroads.” This gave 1he Allies
more time 1o prepare (heir defenses. Anderson fipally began to
recognize that his intelligence assessments were completely wrong, and
he ordered Koeliz to move his French corps back to the Western
Dorsals, including the elements of the US 34th Infantry Diviston under
his command. Fredendall asked Anderson o free up Britsh troops ©
hold the key pass at Shiba in the Western Dorsals, which he agreed to do.
The British 26th Armoured Brigade and two hattalions of infaniry were
positionied south and east of Shiba. Ward was allowed to withdraw the
rest of Robinett's CCB to Sbeitly, finally consolidating most of the
division in one arca after months of dispersion. On the night of
February 16, US forces pulled back from their casternmost position at
Kern's Crossroads, buoved by a minor success when a few US tanks
46 | ambushed the Panzers of Ziegler's lorward detachment.




Some of the survivors of tha Sidi =

bou 2ld fighting tncluded this

jeep reconnaissance patrol seen
after thelr escape from the
Djebet Lessouda area on
February 17, 1943. (NARA)

When a second American counterattack failed to materialize on
February 16, Ziegler belatedly decided to press on o Sbeitla the next
day, a decision reinforced by a stern Comando Supremo instruction.
The Allied withdrawal {rom Gafsa had allowed Rommel’s Operation
Morgenluft 1o begin, and Gen. Kurt Licbensiein had already occupied
the own with troops of the Afrika Korps after the Allied roops had
withdrawn. Rommel instructed Licbenstein to continue bis unopposed
advance up the road towards Feriana to support Arim’s attack.

CONFUSION AT SBEITLA

During the evenir
defenses in the oli

1 of February 16, the survivors of CCA had ser up
groves north of Shedth while Robinett's newly arrived
and more expericuced CCB held the southern perimeter. Advance
clements of Ziegler's command probed the outer defenses with sporadic
machine gun and artliery fire. When the CCA headquarters in the ofive

grove came under machine gun fire, McQuillin decided 1o shift his sl o ‘
the west side ol Sbeitla and out ot harm's way, litde apprecian
consequences this would have tor neighboring units. After having seen rwo
of their battalions lelt to their fate on Djebel Lessouda and Ksaira and both
hasty tank counteramuicks pulverized, the vemaining units of CCA were

the

demoralized, Amidst the sounds of explosions s engineers demolished an
ammunition dump and seve
withdrawing headquarters assumed a reneat was under way, and began
retreating out of Sheita withowt orders. CCA disintegrated. Wild rumors
spread and the sight of vewreating, panicked voops encouraged other
Jumpy troops o fallow. The roads out of Sheitlawere a ualfic jum of fleeing
troops and vehicles.

Fortunately, the batde-hardened wroops of Robinett’s CCE, and a few
CCA units held their ground and kept the German units at bay for the
remainder of the night. At dawn, officers set up roadblocks and began
collecting the numerous deserters on the outskirts of the ww. Ziegler's , 47

sl structures, some anits near e
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THE CHARGE OF 2/1ST ARMORED AT SIDI BOU ZID,
FEBRUARY 15, 1943 (ip 464

The tank charge by the 2d Battalion, 1st Armored Regiment
of the 1st Armored Divislon at Sidi bou Zid on Fabruary 15,
1943 was a case study In military fallure. Two Inexperienced
battalions were sent across open desert agalnst two
experienced German Panzer divislons alrendy well emplacod
In with p

of the camouflaged German anti-tank gun emplacements

In the olive groves around them, and came under fire. The
Germans wers able to move two tank battalions on either
side of Alger's battalion and mercllessly blast his trapped
tanks from three sides. Alger's unit claimed to have
knocked out 19 German tanks. Only four of his tanks
survived, those near the roar of the advancing column that
back to Kern's Crossroads with the 1/6th Armored

There were no tactics worthy of the term: Alger's battalion
simply headed forward in a cavalry charge Intending to
collide with the Germans somewhere near Sidi bou Zid. The
2/1st Armored had never seen combat, and like the rest of
15t Armored Division, had not participated in tank-vs.-tank
tactical traintng at the Desort Training Center in the Mojave
Desert due to the rush to deploy it Inta the combat theater.

Infantry when Alger's battalion was trapped. The lilustration
on the previous pages deplcts the charge as it Is taken
under fire by the German antl-tank guns. The 2/1st Armored
was equipped with M4 (1) and M4AY (2} medium tanks.
These ware essentially identical except that the M4 had

a wetded upper hull while the M4A1 festured a cast upper
huil. The M4 was an excellent tank for its day, with a good

Instead of following tha German tactics of slow
in the desert to minimize dust, the battalion advancad
towards the German positions at maderste speed. As

a rasult, the American tanks were clsarly visible to the
German anti-tank guaners, while at the same time ths cloud
of dust kicked up by neighboring tanks blinded the US
tankers from seeing the threats around them. The tanks
attacked In a rough “V formation In alphabetical order:

Co. D on tha laft, Co. E In the center, and Co. F on the right.
The outlying tank companies did spot the German
outflanking maneuver. However, by the time they recognlized
tha threat, the lead tanks had alraady movad within range

of armar, firep and mobllity, It was
cartainly the equal of the batter German tanks such
w3 the PzKptw IV Aust. F, and the M4 was better than other
common German types such as the PxKpfw Ili. The 10th
Panzer Division had a Tiger battalion ut idl bou 2id, but it
did not take part In the fighting on February 15, The Tigers
had participated In the anaibitation af Hightower's battalion
on February 14, ctalming the destruction of 20 Sherman
tanks that day. The M4 was certainly no equal to the Tiger,
but there were very few Tigers in action in Tunisia. The unit
company markings are shown on the turrets of the M4
tanks (3), with the individual tank numbers on the side (4).



Followlng the Sidi bou Zid
disaster, Roblnett's Combat
Command B held the positions
#un here in the foreground
+n the southern slde of Sheitla
while McQuillin's ill-fatea
Combat Command A held the
northern side of town. (Patton
Museumn)

forces were not able to profit from the panic in Sheita, but confused
reports of the sitnation in Sheitla convinced Fredendall than the town was
about to fall. Anderson instracred him o hold tie town until the evening
of February 17, but Fredendall warned that it could collapse at any
moment. As a result, Anderson authorized o withdrawal at 11 ho
Gen, Ward was instructed to retire thron

rh Kasserine Pass towards Thal
and Col. Anderson Moore wis ordered to deploy his 10h Fng:
Regiment across the Hatab riverbed cast of Kasserine on the road hom

Sheitla to cover the Lst Asmored Division durngg their withdrawal
Ziegler's atack into Sheita was postponed yet again by unexpected
developments in his rear ne:
baualions in the hills west of the pass had heen bypassed bt ot mapped
up due to the difficulties presented by the hilly termain. A German
infanuy baualion attempted to take Diebel Ksaira on February 15, bt
ance. After Drake had been
that night (o fi

r Faid Pass. The two Awmerican infantry

were unable o do 5o due o sifl resist

his

instrucied by the aivdetivered mess;

1 hiis way ¢

ht miles to Sheiila
through scattered anud thinly held German rear area positions. Drake's
men destroyed a scout car, and the Germans fnally reabzed thar the

columns marching across the barren plains west of Fadd were the missing

battalion brazenly began marching in davlight the ef

American woaps, not German roops. 7 er postponed the attack on

Sheitla to send units back 1o the pass 1o clean up other escaping American
niry units,

The German probes into Sheitla began in the alternoon of ¥ 1
17. Litde vealizing the predicament of CCA's weak defenses, the main
German push took place south of Lown against the more solid defenses
of Robinett's CCB. Col. Henry Gardiner’s 2/1%1th Armored, although at
less than half swrength on accannt of continual cotrhat since December,
met the initial German Panzer a fully planued wnbush.
Gardiner’s tanks claimed 15 Panzers; the Germans admitted five. Whil
CCB was holding off the attack, CCA suffered another wave of panic and

inf

ck witl a car

disintegration, and many of its units withdrew even without contact with
the Germans. Robinett's CEB remained in position until fate afie
and began withdrawing in good ocder shorly before 1700 hours, CLB
reached Kasserine Pass shortly after nightfall and took up positior
the road towards Thata. One of the casualties during the Sheftla fightis

rioon,

on
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wis Col. Henry Gardiner’s command tank, bur he managed to walk back
1o American lines near Kasserine and rejoin his unit a day later.

OPERATION MORGENLUFT

Rommel's Morgenluft operation began after Amim's, but faced litde
opposition. Gafsa was occupied after it had been abandoned by Allied
units, and Kampigruppe DAK under Gen. Liebenstein continued up the
road to Feriang on February 17. When Lichensiein was wounded by a
mine, the banlegroup was 1aken over by Gen. Karl Billowius, the former
Afrika Rorps artiflery conunander. The big prize of the day was the
airfield at Thelepte. Although abandoned by the Allies the previous day,
the baulegroup managed 1o salvage nearly 50 tons of fuel and lubricants
from the partially destroved stores at the base, along with other supplies.
Romme) was delighted by the casy advance of his forces, but in reality
e autcome had been determined by the advance of Arnim’s lorces
apainst Kasserine Pass. On the night of February 17, the Comando
Supremo sent mstactions that Kampigruppe DAK would stick to the
original plan and stop at the line of Gafsa-Metdauoi-Tozeur. Several
ot were withdrawn hack towards Gafsa for retun to the Mareth Line,
bt Rommel managed to send some reconnaissance units towards
Kasserine Pass. An Afvika Korps detachment jolled into Kasserine,
capturing 60 French woops, and meeting a reconnaissance group from
the 215t Panzer Division.

In spite of the d 1 stare of the US 1st Anmored Division in the
wake of the previous days’ fighting, Arnim had no intentions 1o pursue.
On the evening of Febinary 17 he decided to break up the attack force,
sending the JO0th Panzer Division north towards the Fondouk and
Pinchon passe d leaving the 21st Panzer Division at Sheitla. In a
phone conversation on the evening of February 17 with Rommel, he
blamed his precarious supply of fuel and supplies. [n exasperation over
@ discarded opportunity, Rommel sent a message 10 Kesselring on
February 18 asking that Arnim’s bartlegroup be turmed over to his
command to launch an avack through Rasserine Pass 1o the main Allied

An SdKfz 233 heavy armored car
abandonad in Sheitla after the
fighting there. This versian of the
SdKfz 231 family was used to
provide fire support in German
reconnaissance battalians, and
was armed with a short 76mm
howitzer. (NARA)



supply center at Tebessa, and then on o the coast at Bone. Resselnng
was more enthusiastic about such an aperation than Arnbm, but needed
the formalities of a meeting with the Comunido Supremo and Mussolini
himsell before he could confirm such a major shift in force
deployments, The approval tor Ronmel™s plan did not arvive in Tunisia
until midnight, February 18-19, after yet another day had been wasted

The Comando Supremo plain shified both the 10 and 215t Panzer
Divisions 1o Romunel’s commund. The revised Operation Sturm/lut
(Stormflood) had the immediate objective to strike northwestward
through Kasserine Pass to Le Kef, a shallow envelopment behind the
positions of the British First Avmy. Arnim was ordered to support
Rommel's attick by tving down Anderson's Lorces in northern Tinisin, and
by staging a paratroop drop near Li Kef o destroy ey bridges and pievent
Allied forces from reweating. Both Kesselring and Rommel had mixed
feelings about Sturmflus, believing that such a shallow envelopment was
mistaken instead of the more lucrative objective of Tebessa and Rommel
proposed deep envelopment of the First Army, In spite of his
disappointment. it least he had 4 commitment 1o continue the offensive

For Operation Sturmfhut, Group Rommel included thie W and 21st
Panzer Division, Kampfgruppe DAK and the Italian Centauco armored
division. Rommel's former command, the German=Italian Panzer Army
at the Mareth Line, was
remamed the Ist Jtalian Avmy.

The bickering and lack of consensus within the Axis high command
led 1o« dispersion in forces after the Lall of !
re-concentrate his units, Rommel decided o strike as quickly as possihle
1o take advantage of the confusion in the Allied ranks, and also w
prevent the Comando Supremo from changing their minds, His plan
was (o push the 21st Panzer Division through the Shiba Gap towards the
main objective of Le Kef. Kampigruppe DAK would push through the
Kasserine Pass while the Centauvo Division would advance through the
Dernaia Pass. Once the 10th Panzer Division had retwrmed from the
Pinchon area, it would reinforce whichever of the two main thrusts were
showing the best resulrs.,

Kesselring visited Tunisia on February 19 o ensure that Armim
supported Rommel's attack. To his surprise, Arnim offered a counter-
proposil: & broader offensive in Tunisia with the [0th Panzer Division
striking from its existing positions near Pinchon. But Resselring was maore
sympathetic to Rommel’s vision of an offensive oriented towards Tebessa,
and more confident that he would carry out such a bold plan. Armim had
not conducted the Frifilingswind operation with any  particular
enthusiasm, even alter hie had succeeded in routing the American forees
around Sidi bou Zid. Although Kesselring had hoped that Rommel would
take matters in his own hands and place the emphasis of his attack
owards Tebessy, he did not explicitly say so in his instructions aned
Rommel was left with the understanding that the Comando Supremo
wanted the main thrust divected towards Shiba and then 1o Le ket
Regardless of the focus of the attack, Rommel wanted Rasserine Pass
seized to prevent the Allies from sending forces from the Tebessa area
against his exposed left Nank.

The Allied defenses in the Western Dorsals were uneven, with the
strongest concentrations to the north near Shiba, The US 34th Division

finally wrned over to Gen. Messe, being

beitla. Rather than wait 1o
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had arrived o reinforce the French 19¢h Corps and Anderson had
shified the 6th Avmoured Division into e ares, with the 26th
Arnonyed Brogade defendimg the key road junction at Thala. Accesi 1o
the Alfierl supply center at Tebessa was through several possible routes,
inginding the mowain passes at Elms Labied, Bou Chebko and
Kassyvine, and the city was shiclded by the remmamis of the French
Conduntine Divigion along with the €CB/1st Armored Division near
Nou Chelko. and the CCA sill in wansil 1o the area, As a resuly, the
raute 10 Shiba and the gouhery passes 1owards Tebessa were the best
grrieded, while Kasserine Pass wits tenwously held by a scrawh force.

OPERATION STURMFLUT:
THE BATTLE FOR KASSERINE PASS

Kasserine Pass was inivally defended by Col. Anderson Moore's 19th
szineer Regiment. Although the engineers had some nominal training

as infantr

they were primarily a construction unit with no experienced
crs. A defeusive line was created across the narrowest
1ol the pass, approximately 800 yards in width. This also covered

infantry

sectic

the road through the pass hefore itsplitin mwo, the northern spy

roing
going

to Thula and the other spur going to Tebessu. Aside from the
, the other distinguishing geographic feature of the positon
was he lI.ILx'J River, i full flood. which bisccted the pass. A large
her af mines had been delivered to the engineers, but they had
1 so ate that some of the minefields were very hasty, w
tid on the ground or lightly covered with soil with litde attempt
ar concealment. Prior o the German attack, the engineers were
i 'IL)II cd by the 1/26th Intantry, which took over defense of the hilly
ast shoulder on Djebel Semmama. There were thiree companices

of engind

[T R

mines

ra 1o the south of the river, and one company to the north

A view of the rugged terraln
around Kasserine Pass looking
from the west towards the
narrowest part of the pass where
the roads to Thala (to the loft)
and Tebessa (to the right)
diverge. The Hatab riverbed

s clearly evident here, but was
In full flood at the time of the
battle. {Patton Museum)



The flat, rocky solf In the
Kasserine Pass made it difficult
1o establish effective infantry

defenses in some of the sectors.

(NARA)

along with the infantry battalion ju the hills. These units were supporied

by eight M4 tanks of Co. I, 13th Armored and the M3 75mm GM(
the 894th Tank Destroyer Bautalion in the center of the valley. Fir
support came [rom two 105mm howitzer batieries of the 434 Field
Artillery Battalion and a French horse-drawn 75mm barrery. Fredendall
was concerned about the lack of infantry experience of the engineers,
so hours before the German attack he directed Col. Alexander Stark ol
the 26th Infantry 1o take contral of the force.

Romimel decided to launch the atack with Kampfgruppe DAK
commanded by Gen. Karl Bilowius since the 10th Panzer Division was still
et route. He hoped that American defenses were so disorganized that it
might be possible 1o seize them on the min. Reconnaissance Battalion 33
began the atuck around 0630 hours an February 19, attempting to move
through the pass and seize the Chebko Pass outlets further down the valley.
They soon discovered that the defenses were alveady well in place and the
concentration of tunks, infanuy and wnk destrovers in the center of the
pass opened fire, forcing the battalion o move (o Uic cover of the foothills
of Djebel Chambi on the southwest side of the pass. After this rebuff,
Bualowius ordered Panzergrenadier Regiment Afvika forward in s 40
trucks, and two battalions started an attack on the apposite side of the pass
against the 1/26th Infantiy around (430 hours. The delenses were in the
hills at the base of Djebel Senmmama, and the German infantry had a
difficult time seizing the key billwops. As a result, Bilowius was forced o
commit his main @ok support, Panzer Bar
Kampfgruppe DAK was unable to break through the pass on the first day
of the attack, and at nighuall fighting continued on both sides of the pass,
with the Germans uying w infiltrate past the Amevican defenses through
the mountainous terrain,

Brigadier Charles Dunphie. commanding the British 26th Armoured
Brigade m Thala, visited Stark during the day and was almmed at the
tennous defenses and the evidence of German infileration in the hills
above the pass. After informing Anderson’s headquarters of his
concerns, a First Army stafl officer visited Stark thac night but found the
situation 1o be quiet. Nevertheless, Anderson gave Dunphie permission
o place a blocking force along the road to Thala in case the defense

of

lion Stotten, around noon.
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crumpled. Gore Force under Lt Col. A. Gore of
the 10th Batalion, Royal Buffs consisted of seven
and  four Crusader tanks ol C
Squadron, 2nd Lothians, a caompany of motovized
infaniry and a batery of artillery. Lt Col. W.
Wells® 3/6th Armored Infanuy, 1st Avmored
Division arrived late on February 19, and Stark
sent them into the hills 10 cover Gore Force,
Other reinforcements had wickled in o Swark
through the day, including an infantry battalion
from the 29th [nfaniry, 91h Division, and another
ank destrover battalion. Two of the infanuy com-
paniies were deployed on the exveme flanks of
the engineer companies in the line across the
western side of the pass.

After dark, the German infanuy continued i
attemipts o infiltrare past US positious, and managed o ke a few
hilltops. A nighit atack by the 1/26th Infanuy recaptured Hill 700 but
one of it companies was cut off and its headquarters surrounded by
German infantry. Engineer deflenses on the north side of the
Hatah River had crumbled, though the lines 1o the south of the river
covering the Tebessa road comtinued to hold. The 894th Tank Destroyer
Battalion had lost hall’ of its self-propelled guns during the day's
fighting, and the o US artillery battenies weire pulling back without
orders, leaving only the French 73min battery. Fredendall alerted
Robinett's COCB o be ready to move 1o block the pass behind the
engineers.

The morning of February 20 was cold and vainy, and the pass slippery
with miud. Rommiel appeared in Kasserine and was very displeased when
he leamned that Bilowius had still not broken through rhe pass. The
attacks resumed in the carly moring with heavy artillery preparation,
inclnding the new Nebelwerfer multuple rocket liunchers, better known
to the US woops as the “Sereaming Meemies”™ due to their terrifying

Vilentine

infiltrating

A US engineer prepares
a minefield during the Tunislan
fighting. (NARA)

The 10th Panzer Division
captured @ large number of US
half-tracks of the 3/6th Armored
Infantry st the base of Djebel
Semmarma and quickly put them
back Intc use, 58 seen here. This
column from Panzergrenadier
Reghment 69 is on the move In
Kasgerine Pass with an SdKfz
283 armored command car
behind It. (NARA)



A US 105mm howitzer of the

33d Fleld Artillery Battallon,

15t Infantry Divislon, provides
fira support near Kasserlne Pass
on February 20, 1943. (MH1)

Thls PzKptw IV Aust, F2 of
Panzer Battallon Stotten, Panzer
Regiment 8, 15th Panzer Divislon
was lost in Kasserine Pass.
(NARA)

o o

)

sound. A battalion of the 5th Bersaglieri was sent o reinforce
Pz.Gren.Regt. Afrika in its fight with the 1/26th Infanuy on Diebel
Semmama. The 5th Bersaglien “fought valiantly” according to the DAK
diary but suffered heavy losses, including their commander.

Rommel had ¢hanged his mind about the dispositions of his attack.
An initial attack rowards Sbiba by the 2151 Panzer Division the day before
had been sharply rebuffed, suggesting that defenses along that route
might alreacy be firm. He did ot realize ar the time that the defenses at
Shiba were about three times the size ot the German attacking force.
With 10th Panzer Division still en route, the question vemained whether
to comumit it 1o the Shiba route wnd risk it becoming bogged down
behind the 21st Panzer Division, or send it through Kasserine Pass and
up the road o Thala. Rommel decided on the Tutter approach. The 10th
Panzer Division was not ar [ull strength and Arnim refused o release its
Tiger battalion. By mid aiternoon, the advance elements of the 10th
Panzer Division had arived ar Kasserine Pass, including the division's
motorcyele batalion and two Panzergrenadier batalions. At 1630 honrs,
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five artillery batalions opened fire and a coordinated attack was
Imunched down the middle of the pass, with infantry action continuing in
the hills above. The collapse of an engineer company near the road
allowed the Hhth Panzer Division battlegroup to begin moving up the
Thala road. Gore’s hlocking lorce managed 1o temporanily stop the
attack, so ar dusk the 1/P2 Regt. 8 was thrown into the auack. The
Panzers finally overwhelmed the British tanks as well as the five tank
destroyers from the 805th Tank Desirover Battalion reinforcing the
s anel pushed a shortdisiance up the road before darkness fell.

The American defenses had been shattered by the late-afiernoon
attack and Co. 1, 13th Armored had lost all of its tanks in the fighting.
The last in the German path along the road o Tebessa was the
French 75mm battery, and after ranning our of ammunition, the gun
crews spiked their weapons and rewreated. Rommel exploited the initin)
success by sending a bawtalion from the Centauro Division down the
Tebessa road, which reached about five miles into the pass, nearing the

An Itallan Semavemta 47/32 tank
destroyer supparting the
Centauro Dhvision in Kassarine
Pass on February 23, 1943,
(HARA)

Rommel inspects a Crusader
of the British 26th Armoured
Brigade knocked aut In the
defense of the road to Thala.
{NARA)



French and American infantry
inspect one of the M-14/41 tanks
of the Italian 131 Armored
Regiment, Centauro Divislon fost
during the fighting In Kasserine
Pass. (NARA)

Bou Chebko Pass exits by nightlall. The isolated American detachments,
such as Wells' 3/6th Armored Infantry and the survivors of the 1/26th
fantry, were encircled on Djebel Semmama, The 3/6th Anmored
try had left their halfarmcks ar the base of the djebel belore
deploving on the heights, and the Germans captured most of them
intact. Ir was a much appreciated windfall for the German troops who
were short of mechanized transpore foy their infantry, and they were
gladly put back into service by the German troops.

Since it was now clear that the Germians were staging their attack
towards Tebessa through Kasserine, Fredendall was able to shift forces
blocking other passes o the Kasserine area. He ordered units of st
Infantry Division into the hills on the souwthwestern side of the pass,
Robinett began to move CEB/lst Armored Division iuto northern
entrance of Kasserine Pass along the Tebessa roid on the morming of
February 20, and the units began arriving by the early afiernoon.
Fredendall oviginally planned to delegate responsibility for the entire
defense of the pass to Robinett, but realizing the magnitude of the rask,
he instead divided the command, with Robinett responsible for clearing
the pass south of the Hatab River, and Dunphie and the 26th Armoured
Brigade north of the river. In the face of such disarray, Anderson had
other ideas and sent Brig. Cameron Nicholson, assistant commander of
the British 6th Armoured Division, to Thali to command all US, British
and French woops in the sector under his improvised “Nickforce”
comimand, further adding 1o the confusion.

Kesselring stopped in Tunis before returning 1o Rome on the
afternoon of February 20, He had an angry meeting with Arnim, accusing
him of defying his orders by holding back clements of the 10th Panzer
sion. Arnim lamely replied that the units in question were at the front
and difficult to diseng: rmim also made clear his suspicions
Rommel was aiming for Tebessa, not towards Le Ref where his army was
supposed 1o stage a diversionary auack. Kesselring reiterated  bis
instructions 1o stage such an attck. Armim grodgingly agreed, b
postponed the attack until February 22, Kesselring was so angry at Amim'’s
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A Semovente M41 75/18

of Centauro Dlvislon knocked
out during the Kasserine
fighting. Armed with a short
75mm gun, this was the best
Italian armored vehicle of the
Tunislan campalgn. (MHI)

A reconnaissance patrol from thé
894th Tank Destroyer Battalion
movas down the Thala-Kasserina
road in late February 1943,
(NARA)

truculence that on returning to Rome, he yecommended that Rommel be
put in charge of all Axis forces in Tunisia, including Amim's 5th Panzer
Ay

Rommel used the morning of February 21 to consolidate his gains in
Kasserine Pass and 1o make certain his forces were ready for any Allied
counterattuck, Rommel was undecided about the ultimate objective of
his attack and still tempied to press for Tebessa instead of Le Kel. To
some extent, the geography helped decide the issue. The Hatab River
wis engorged by the winter rains, and the US engineers had destroyed
the main bridge over the river. As a result, the pass was cffectively
divided and the two battlegroups were physically separated by the river.
Romniel made no eflort w consolidate his forces against a single
objective, but instcad accepted the existing dispersion, sending
Bilowius' Rampigruppe DAK down the rvoad to Tebessa while Broich's
10th Panzer Division continued along a northeastern route towards
Thala. Rommels indecisiveness can be traced back 1o the disputes
between Kesselring and the Comando Supremo over the mission of
Operation Strmjlut. but the result was to scatter the battlegroups along
three different routes, none of which was strong enough to overcome

62 | the growing Allied resistance.
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The backbone of Robinett's CCB,
16t Armored Diviston was Lt. Col.
Henry Gardiner's battle-hardened
2/13th Armored. Gardiner is seen
fiare In front of his new M3A1
tank named Henry lll, after
having lost Henry Il in the
dalense of Sbeitla. (H. Gardiner}

The DAK advance guard, a Centauro armored haualion and 33vd
Reconnuissance Battdion. mally encountered the outer defenses of CCB,
the Recon Co., 13th Armored on the night of February 20,21, which held
them up undl daylight. At 1145 hours, Rommel ordered the entire
kampfgrappe into the Kasserine Pass to break through the Djehel Hamra
passes 1o Tebessa. Robinett's CCB deployed into the valley on the morning
of February 21 with 2/12th Aymored. 2/6th Armored Infaniry, wo
selfpropelled wtillery battalions and elemenis of two tank destroyer
battalions. Around 1630 hours. Panzergrenadier Regiment Afrika,
supported by Panzer Batalion Stotien, collided with dugin winks from
Gardiner’s 2/13th Armored, and were vepulsed by tank fire and precise
artilleyy concentrations.

With the northern pass evidently blocked, the DAK attempted 0
vedeploy after dark on the approaches o the southern Djebel Hamra
Pass. In the darkness, Panzergrenadier Regiment Afrika ook the wrong
road and ended up on JTil 812, dividing the batlegronp in two. In the
process, it overran one of the batteries of the 3% Field Arullery
Battalion. With its {orces scattered, the DAK Kamplgrppe was unable
to launch any significant attack on February 22, [nstead, Gen. Allen
ordered 3/16th Infanury to retake Hill 812 at 1600 hours 1o prevent a
rupture between the st Infanty Division and CCE. The counterattick
succeeded, recapturing equipment, and pushing the lost German iroops
hack into the valley. On the right wing, some tarks from 13th Armored
Regiment assaulted the 5th Bersaglieri, which was in poor shape after
heavy losses in the previous fighting: theiv positions ucar LHll 732 were
overrun and the Italians were sent into headlong retreat,
he attack by the 10th Panzer Division against Dunphie’s British forces
holding the outer defenses of Thala both more concentrated and
successful. On February 21, dbout 30 tanks and 25 other mmored
vehicles began prohing the outer defenses around noon, gradually
overwhelming an initial outpost line. The main auack was Lwnched
around 1500 hours. The lightly srmored Crusaders and Valentines were
outguimed and outranged by the German tanks and by mid afternoon
about 15 had been lost. By late afternoon, with the detenses on the verge | 63




nal ridge line somb of Thala. The Gernians followed closely, and in
around 1900 hours, a German column led by a captured Brirish
Vilentine Gk managed to get within the British defenses before being
discovered. A confused closerange wélée ensued and the kamplgruppe of
10th Panzer Division finally overcame the last British defenders in front of
Ihadie The defense of the Thala road had cost Dunphie's lrigade 358 tinks
and 28 guns; the Germans had taken 571 prisoners. But the brigade had
ellectively delaved the 10ith Panzer Division and their stubborn defense
made Broich wary of any attempt o push into Thala after dark. The
delaving action had permitied eritical reinforcements to trickle in from al)
over the Tunisian front an infantry company of the 2nd Hampshires, the
16/5 Lancers with some new Sherman tanks, and most importandy the
divisional artillery of the newly wriving US 9th Infanuy Division, which

The British 25th Tank Brigade
was aquipped with the new
Churchil MK infantry tanks
(ks this one, and some of these
heavy tanks were sent to
relnforce the threatened Shiba
sector. (MHI)

A company of the 2/16th
infantry, 1st Infantry Division

Is seen advancing back Into
Kasserine Pass on February 26
followlng the retreat of the DAK.
(MHY



arrived alter a grueling 800-mile road murch. The US artillery included two
105mm howitzer battalions, a 155mm howitzer Latialion, and two cannon
companies with 75mn pack howitzers, a substanual addidon o the Thala
cxisting defenses’ of auenty-two 25-pdr guns.

Shortly before dawn, Micholsen ardered the rempants of the 2nd
Lothians 1o stage a suicidal attack against the German positions outside
Thala, Their commander, Lt. Col. Firench-Blake, grimlby informed his
ten remaining ank crews that “we've got o go out on a forloyn hope.”
In bad mechanical state, only five of tlte tanks reached German lines
around dawn, and were quickly knocked out. The 10th Panzer Division
commander, Friedrich von Broich, pianncd (o launch a February 22
attack aw 0700 hours, but the sacrificial attack by the Lothians and a
sudden artillery barrage by the reinforced Thala defenses derailed his
plans. Broich phoned Rommel that he expected the artillery was a
prelude for a courderauack and so he would shift to the defensive;
Rommel agreed. Both sides engaged in anlillery preparation for the rest
of the moming. When no Allied attack einerged, Broich rescheduled his
atack for 1660 hours. For the first time in days, Allied air power
intervened. A newly completed runway permitted 117 soriies against the
exposed German traaps. mainly by P-38 figheers, which strafed Broich’s
posiions mercilessly. By the end of the day, the [Oth Panzer Division
advance against Thala had sialled.

COMMAND DECISIONS

While Rommel had eancenuated his atiention on the Kasserine Pass, he
bad not ignored the other auack axis up towards Shiba. The 215t Panzer
Division had auacked on February 19 but almost immediately van into 2
determined defensive positon of the US 18th infinoy supported by wainks
of the Britsh 16/5 Lancers. Attempts by Panzer Regiment 3 to tieak
through led 1o the loss of about a dozen Panzers, mainly to accowrale
artillery five. What Rommel had not appreciated wag tha Shiba was
defended hy 19th Corps with elements of three divisions, substantially
outnumbering his attack force. The dotenmined nawne of the defenses
along the Shiba road conwinced Romumel that a sounder approach 1w Sbiba
would be through Kasserine Pass via Thala. The 21st Panzer Division was
instructed to keep up pressure against the Adlied defenses toward Shiba.
but Rommel no lenger considered this the most ikely avenue ol attack

Two main threats confronted the 19th Corps around Shiba. The most
serious was the threat of cnvelopment from behind i Thala felh The
corps could not provide defense in all directions. and it was obliged on
several occasions to detach units o reinkorce the Kassevine defenses. By
February 21, the northern front with the 3th Panzer Army began to wir,
and there were signs of offensive acions—the first hints of Aram’s long-
delaved attack. The threal to Thata and pressure from the 5th Panzer
Army led 10 a decision to withdraw fram Shiba on the night of February
22/28 1o new defenses near Rohia. Vet the 21s Panzer Division did nor
exploit this withdrawal, as the turaing point had already occurrvd
earlier in the day at Kasserine,

By the afternoon of February 22, Rommel had to make a decision
vegarding future opermdonal plaps. His avacks ino Kasserine Pass,
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although initially saceessful, had run up against detennined resistance and
had been halwed. There was evidence from Lufnwafle reconnaissance that
the Allies were maoving in reinforeements o Thala. An anack towards
Tebessa theough the pass was dubious since the Allies could attack the
flank from Thala. The 21a Panzer Division had never had any signiificant
suceess against the Shiba defenses, so prospects in that dirccion were
unimspiring. Althoogh Germian and falian Josses in the past week's
fighting had been seladvely light, the operations had consumed precious
fuel and armmunition. Fuel stucks fur e forward Panzer cloments were
down to about 125=190 miles (250-300km) of travel, ammunition stocks
were low, and fuel reserves with the forces on the Mareth Line were even
tower. As Amira had agued vepeatedly before the launch of these atacks,
leygristics were the principal limidng factor in offensive operations. Uiless
speciacular gains were wade imimediately, the prospecs for a dedsive
straregic viclory would evaporate. The Allicd detenses in central Tunisia
had finally begun o harden, Rommel 2lto had to consider that
Monygomery's Eighth Army would soon be ready for operations against
the Mareth Line. He finally had 1o admit that the oppontanities fov any
major gains through Kasserine had cvaporated due to the dewrmined
Allied defcnse.

Keselring visited Romme) at his forward command post in Kasserine
Pass in the allernoon and found him "in a very dispirited mood ... His
heart was not in his tsk and he approached it with litde confidence. I was
particularly suueck by his ilkconcealed impaticnce Lo get back as quickly us
passible and with as much unimpaired sirength as possible 10 the (Mureth)
line.” They buth agreed that it was time for a withdrawal, and that the
remaining forces would be betier spent in a spoiling attack against the
Eighth Army before Montgomery was ready for his nevitable offensive.
Alhough Kesselring was content with the wctical victory scored over the
ingsperienced  Americans, he was siill angry at the quarrelsome
petformance of his sunior commanders, especially Amim. He engineared
a change in the Axis command structare with the approval of the
Comando Supremo. All Axis forces in Tunisia would be under the control
of Army Croup Adrika, with Romnel as its head as of February 23. He
hoped this would end the continual bickering and debaie bewseen his
senior gommandess. This hope was short lived, as Rammel left Tunisia on
March @ for sick leave.

Arnim's promiscd attack in the north on February 22 never
materialized. With the Bridsh 5 Corps sending so many units to Thala,
Aenim praposed a local offensive on February 26 to take advantage of the
weakened British positions, The attack was hasily planned and harshly
rebufled by the British, with the atacking lorce losing most of its Panzers
1o combat action or mechanical breakdown.

The Allied command structure s some significant changes in the
final days of the Kasserine Pass battles. The confusing command
structure with the Americans subordinate (o Anderson’s First Army, but
the French in a sembautonomouns positian had proven to be unwieldy
exeept for the cooperative attitude in the field of commanders like Juin
and Kotltz, At the Casablanca conference, the senior Allied leaders
imposed a new command strucwwe with General Harold Alexander
1aking conurol of the new 18th Army Group with all Allied land forces
under single command. Eisenhower was still reluctant 1o sack Fredendall




while the fighting continued, so instead he dispatched the cormmander
of the 2d Armaved Division in Meracew. the pugnacious Maj. Gen. Ernest
Hannon, as an assistant corps commander w0 keep an ¢ve on him.

The Genman withdrawal order was isstied wt 1415 hours on Februany 22
and by the next day, most of the Gevinan. and ltalinn unies had left
Kasserine puass, Allied actions on February 2% were wary, sull not realizing
dhat the Germans had begun to withdriw and andcipating more anacks.
The following day, units began to prabe the German defenses. A fully
fledged move to recapiure the pass didn't take place wntid 0630 hours,
February #5 wath CCB/Ist Armored Ditisior, supported by the 16th
Indaniey Ist Infnoy Division moving along dw smuhern side of the s
and thw British #th Armoured Brigade musving along the novihern side,
The main opponent proved 1o be nurmerous mises and booby waps, as by
then, the German forces had completely withdrawn,

As the situalion on the front calmed dowa, changes were made.
Eisenhower sacked his intelligence chief, E.E. Mockler-Fenyman, whose
overreliancs on Enigme had resulted i sevious migudgmenis about
Axts intentions. Fredendall's awocions performance imspired universal
comptlaints fram LS divisional commandeis. and Alexander judyged his
performance seviously facking. Eisenhower shifted Geo. George §.
Pation from his command of the [ Armored Corps in Maorocco 1o
command of [l Corps. To prevent the dispersion of US forces and thic
haphazard mixiure of British, French and US woops, Anderson's First
Army remained in command of the British Fifth Corps and the French
19 Carps, but the US 1T Corps remained in 4 xemisautonomons position
direcdy under Abexander's I8 Amay Group headquarters. In realin
the French forces were so poorly equipped that most wiits were pulled
out of the line to begin a process of complete recqupment and
re-organization.

Two strategic initiavives were pursued by the Allies in March 1943, It
was becoming increasingly evident from the Enigma deaypes that the
Achilles heel of the Axis forces in Tunisia was their precarions logistical
lifeline across the Meditevranean. Not enly were they unable o
veinforee the existing garrison, but supplies of fuel and animunition
were falling serionsly short of minimal reguirements. The Roval Navy
aceelerated effoats 1o interdict the Axis mantime supply chain by
attacking transports and merchant vessels. The scconed Allied initative
was to substamially improve Allied air power in Tuisia. The Tufovalke
had continued to play a swong supporting rele in aperations over
Tunisia due 1o the proximicy of bases un Sicily: March 1943 saw (he Allies
considerahly step up eflorts to build forward airfictds to enabie the RAF
and USAAF 1o wrest contrat of the air from the Germans.

Besides the command changes in the US 11 Corps, the muim
emphasis was 1o move the remainders of US divisions forward to ercawe
cohesive units, One of the main problems in the February fighting had
been the haphazard commitment of US divisions. Ni a single US
division had fought as a whole, which adversely impacted ther
pevformance. The [st Armored Division was re-equipped by siripping
wanks and crews from the idic 2d Avmored Division, so rvaching about
80 percent strengih by early March, und full strengih by the middle of
the month. The remainders of the La, 9th and $dth [nfanny divisions
arrived and were redeptoyed as integral formations.
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SUPPORTING MONTGOMERY:
OPERATION WOP

In the wake of the events at Kasserine Pass, the focus of the Tunisian
fightng shifted. Rommel’s attention twned to the threat posed by
Momnigomery’s Eighth Army along the Mareth Line. Rommel’s last action
Before he left Tunisia was to launch an auack by 10th Panzer Division on
March 6 against the 30 Corps near Medenine on the Eighth Army's left
flank. Forewarned of the awack by Enigma decrypts, Montgomery
reinforced the front with antiqank guns and inflicted a severe sethiack on
the Panzers. Romme! finally left Tunisia on March 9, turning over
command of Army Group Afrika to his rival, Arnim. The strategic initiative
was shifting o the Allies and the main US effort through March was the
support of Monigomery's breakihrough aperations along the Marcth
Line, which began on the night of March 16/17.

The first commitment of the I Corps after the Kasserine Pass fighting
was i direct support of the Marcth operadon. Alexander siill had little
confidence in the performance of the US troops, and felt that a set of
modest operations with good prospects for Jocal tactical victories would
serve the dual purpose of building up experience among the green woops
and improving the shattered morale in units like the 1st Armored Division.
Thie most fruitinl operaton would be to conduct an advance against the
gl flank of thie Maretl Line by moving from Tebessa towards the sea via
Galsa. Paton saw the intenton of Operation Wop to be much like
Stonewall Jackson's at the second batde of Manassas, a flank batde o
support the main corps. Kesselring was dismissive of Italian warnings of the
threat 1o Gafsa, but Amim remained apprehensive and planned a spoiling
attack on March 19 by the Centauro Uivision and elements of the 21st
Pavzer Division. The Americans struck first.

The American corps was deployed s a shield and sword. The shicld
comsisted of the 34th Division holding the Shiba area and the 9th Infantry
Division holding the Western Dorsals from Kasserine Pass south. The st
Armored Division was in Kasserine Pass, and clements would debouch

A trio of A-20 medlum bombers
stage a low-level attack during
the fighting around Maknassy
In March 1943.



OPERATION WOP, MARCH 16-23, 1943
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from the pass and wke up pasitions to permit operations against Gafsa
framm the north, The sword was Terry Allen's Ist Infanuy Division and the
tur R.mgu Batafion, which would move against Gafsa from the Feriana
Axis forces in the Galsa area were primarily two Tealian infantry
h.|n.\l|om with some tnk and field artillery support. The expectation was
that the garrison’s mission would be 1o delay the US attack but that they
would withdraw if confronted.

On the night of March 16/17, the 16th and 18th Infanuy made a
4%mile approach march by truck, and deployed under the cover of
darkiiess ouwide Galsa. The assault was delayed undl mid morning, but the
US infanoy overran the small security outposts and found that the garison
hadl withdiawn, On March 18, the Ist Rangers occupied neighboring El
Guettar, After remaining ot the inital objectives for a day in case of
counterattack, the nextstage of the operation was scheduled for March 19,
i advance by the st Armored Division aguinst Sered Station. This had to
be postponed due to the rainy weather, resulting in overflowing streams,
flooded arcas and muddy roads, which made a mechanized advance

CCA, 15t Armored Divislon
marched Into Maknassy on tha
marning of March 22, 1943, The
vehicle under the tree Is an M8
37mm GMG tank destroyer.
(NARA)

Two officers of the 601st Tank
Destroyer Battallon discuss
plans In front of their M2A1
command half-track on March
23, 1943 near El Guettar. Behind
them is ane af the battallon's M3
75mm GMC tank destroyers that
played a eritical role in the
fighting that day agalnst the
10th Panzer Divislon. (NARA)



A crewman trom the 601st Tank
Destroyer Battalion armed with
3 Thompson sub-machine gun
runs over to an abandoned
Hallan 47mm antl-tank gun
position near E1 Guettar during
the fighting there on March 23,
1943, (NARA)

Gafsa was retaken by the st
Infantry Divislon on March 17,
and here an American
correspondent Is seen recording
the scene. Of interest is the Gi
In the center of the plcture seen
carrying one of the new bazooka
2.36in. anti-tank rocket
\aunchers, first Issued the
previous month. (NARA)

impossible. The attack on Sened Station was made by CCA advancing
along the Gafsa road, while the atached 60th Infanuy from the 9th
Division marched over Djebel Goussa with the support of CCC and
attacked the town (rom the north. The garrison was everwhelmed by the
unexpected maneuver, but part ol the gartison escaped south to the vills
of Sencd where they were caprured on March 23, Operation Wop was
supposed to conclude with a demonstration towards Maknissy, to threaten
the German flank. However, the atiack had progressed so well to date, with
the Axis resistance so fleeting, that the mission was expanded o a seizure
of the ridge east of Maknassy and an amored raid further cast 1o the
Mezzouna airficld. The CCA advanced on the night of March 21 to
Maknassy and sent pauols into the town afier dawn, finding the town
abandoned of enemy toops.

The mission of the I Corps continued to expand. On March 21,
Monigomery suggested to Alexander that an amiored thiust by the corps
along the Sfax~Gabés road thucatening o cut ofl the Mareth defenses from
the rear would aid his ongoing attack on the Mareth Line. Alesander
considered such an attack a livde wo bold, and ordered Patton on a mare
limited mission of pushing the 11 Corps out past Maknassy and conducting
raids against the German supply lines sround Mahares.

As Alexander had antcipated, the advance of the Il Corps worried
Arnim and on March 22 he instructed Gen. Vaerst,
the new commander of 5th Panzer Army. to
dispatch troops from the reserve 1o hold the hills
east of Maknassy, and 0 use the 10th
Division to attack the US Ist Infantry Divi
the Gafsa area, The most critical defense point
was Hill 322, which controlled the pass exitung

| from Maknassy 1o the east. Amim deployed a
detachment from the Afrika Korps for this kev
position, troops that had formerly been Romimel’s
personal guard detachment.

The advance east irom Maknassy began shortly
hefore midnight on March 22 by 1/6th Armored
Infantry and the 3/60th Infantry. The attack
started after the Afrika Korps reinforcements had
arrived. Although parts of the mountain passes

- were secured, Hill 322 proved to be tenaciously

7
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ulummum
Ca A, 80Y8 Tas Destroyer Batimion
l Cia. B, 60131 Tark Destroyer Bsttason
n Co. €, 801et Tark Datroyes Battaion
B0h Tark Oestioye Banakon
u 17t Pt Actilery Fagirmant {138mem
raitzer]

EVENTS
| 16th Infartry overzomes Centauro
datarses alomg Gabba road by March 22.

T 26th Infantry proceeds slong Guentree Road
agalnet Iatian defensos.

Kampfgruppe 10th Panxer Division beging

moving up Gabés rosd 0500 howrs,
oy fire spainat

18th Infantry pesitions on Djebwl el
4A datachment movas aif
on fo0t around dawn, of Djesel Bewt kg ik
Frttiip for-DAK eoymiagd Hust: Corps, inchucing §39th Tank Destroyer
[ Battalion (M10 Jin. GMC), which halts load
oft body, one movieg into foothills Panzors a1 # cost of seven tank destroyars.
of Djstial 0 Mchullat and the othar

& Main atiack forma up in sarly morming with
two hattalkens from Panzer Regimant 7 in
trant, and Dehind in
@ slow ansaull up the Gabis road towards El
Guattar.

7. German attack slowed by tank destroysrs

2 37161k infantry moves forward trom
pasitions siang Gumtree Rasd to reinforce
Z/15h Infantry.

15, c«-.u.mum-wym
counterattack German infantry moving
Into fosthills betaw Hill 483,
o Additional reinforcaments arrive from Il
e-m.lwmd—-mulmm
Artillary Regimant.

13 Kamplgrupps withdraws about noon.



EL GUETTAR, MARCH 23, 1943

The US Army's first victory over the Wehrmacht,
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defended and several infunuy attacks were beaten ofl. Later attacks,
even with artillery und tank support failed on March 23 and the Afrika
Rorps was able to reinforce the hill defenses with Kampfgruppe Lang.
Patton was so aggravated by (he delay that he ordered Gen. Ward o
personally lead the next day's atack. Although the atack on the
morning of March 25 by the 6t Armored [nfaniry succeeded in gaining
part of the hill, German artillery fire forced the Americans 1o abandon
their gains. Parton’s attention was soon diverted to the southwest.

Uhe It Infanuy Division had continued to advance out of El Guettar
on March 20 against positions of the Ttlian Centauro Division into the
valley along the Gafsa—Stax road. The division's regiments were separated
by the numierous hills, with the 26ih Infanuy operating along the Gumitree
Road towards Sfax. Before dawn on the morning of March 23, a
pe of the 10th Panzer Division began moving up along the
s Toad 0 the positions of the 16th and 18th Intanury. The
German attiack consisted of Panzers and Panzergrenadiers in half-tracks,
moving methodically along the road at daylight, tollowed by more infantry
on, trucks. Since the st Infanuy Division was in the process of moving
forvard iwsell along the hills on cither side of the valley, there were no
defenses in the valley isell o interfere with the advancing German
column, The German spearhead was first engaged by the 601st Tank
Destroyer Bawalion deploved in front of the divisional artillery, and by
intense, close-range artillery fire. The tank destroyers managed to slow but
not stop the attack, and the German attack broke into the emplacements
of the wo field antillery battalions belore grinding to a halt. Losses had
Been so heavy that the German kampigruppe withdrew ovo miles to
regroup behind a ridgeline w await preparatory bombardment of the US
positions by Stukas. The attack resumed in the late alternoon around 1645
hours, but the Stukas had accomplished livle and the delay had permited
the US forces in the wiea o regroup. The renewed attack faltered almost
at once. The 18th Infanuy veport after the batle noted: “Our artillery
crucified them and they were falling like flies.” Following the failed attack
and heavy losses of March 23, the 1001 Panzer Division was no longer in a
position 1o undertake offensive actions against the st Infanuy Division,
hut managed 1o preventits advance. The victory at El Guetar substantially

Awe

Many US units in Tunisia still
operated older equipment such
as this 155mm howitzer M1918
on an M1818BA3 carriage, an
(mproved version of the World
War | French Schneider. This
battery is seen In action near
El Guettar on March 23, 1843,
(NARA)



The Luftwatfe remalned a malor
threat through most of the March
fighting. This 40mm M1 aati-
alreraft gun was deployed near
El Guettar on March 23, 1943,
(WHI)

Troops lay communication wire
to torward positions as tanks

of the 1st Armored Divislon move
forward In Bir Mrabot Pass
during the fighting southeast

of El Guettar. (MHI)
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bonsted Ameriran morle and made i dear to Amim tha the US Ay
was alveady improving sirce the easy victories at Kasseripe.

Alexander's growing confidence in the 11 Corps, and the helpful
results of its actions in support of Monignmeny's oflensive along the
Marsth Line, led to plans for more ambitiout operatons on March 25
The drive past Makoassy had proven futile dve 10 the German defenses
in the pass, so instead. the Ist Armored Division would reinfores a drive
from £l Guettar towards Gabén. In additien, the 9ih and $4th Divisions
were velieved of their defensive missions, and the 34th Division assigned
to push through one af (he passes in the Easeern Dovsabs ar Fondenk ¢l
Aoureb, while the Sth Division would assist in the attack wowards Gabés,

The atack begyo on March 2829 with opening moves by the Gib
Division on the southom Mank of the 11 Coms lings. The indaniry
advance was frusirated by (he exwemely rough terain, and by
determined resistance from wellentrenched lalinn traops in the rocky
hills. The slow advance meant that the Sth Division was not in positien
for its main push until April 1-2. The lst lnfanty Division advanced
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10TH PANZER DIVISION AT EL GUETTAR;
DAWN, MARCH 23, 1843 e-T7)

Bafore dawn on the morning of March 23, 1843
a kampfgruppe of the 10th Panzer Division made a rapid
road march up Route 15 into the valley app! g El

addition, It prevented the dust clouds from obscuring the
vislon of Panzers and Panzergronadlers behind the initial
attack wave. On the negative side, # slow advance under
artlllery fire was a harrowing expariance for the

Guettar. Tanks of Panzor Reglment 7, such as the PzKpfw [V
Aust. G (1], led the columns, while in

and a very costly tactlc,
as the fighting this day would prova, Against little

SdKfz 251 half. Ky, captured M3 half. ks, and various
trucks followed behind (|. Around dawn, the lead tanks
began conducting “reconnaissance by fire” against the
slopes on either side of the road, firing machine guns Into
areas where Amarican troops might be deployed. There was
little response from the 18th Infantry, which was deployod
In trenches well up in the foothills. As a result, the
kampfgruppe up Route 15 Later in
the marning, when US artillery began to fall on the column,
It began its battle deployment. The Panzers formed an outer
cordon, with the dismounted infantry advancing behind
them. An American officer in the hills above thought it
looked like “a huge iron fort moving down the valley.” By
this time, the 10th Panzor Division had been reduced to

a strength of 57 ks —having started the a few
months earller with 169, including 21 PzKpiw I, 114 PzKptw
11l and 24 PzKptw IV. Onty 16 of these Panzers were the
P2Kpfw IV Ausf. G with the long 7Smm gun, the type most
similar to the American M4 medium tank, and the type
shown here In the vanguard of the attack. German tank
tactics in the desert mirrored the slow movement of a wiry
hunter, not the bold charge of cavalry. This stirred up less
dust, making the tanks less conspicuous targets. in

the “iron wall” of Panzers moved relontlassly

up the vallay unti It came within range of the 76mm guns.
on the half-track tank destroyers of the 601st Tank
Destroyer Battalion, arrayed In a cordon around two
battalions of the 1st Infantry Divislors't field artiary

The 601st Infllcted conslderablo damage on the Panzers,
claiming to have knacked out 30 at a cat of 21 of thelc
own tank dostroyers. The battalion was also instrumental In
blunting the German infantry attack, adding to the firepower
of the artillery with high.

and machine gun fire. Despite the high volume of fire, the
“iron fort” crashed Into the American artillery positions
before finally bolng stopped by the arrival of reinforcements.
The kampfgruppa ratrasted down the valley in the sarly
afternoon to ralty s bloodied troops. A renewed attack was
launched at dusk, but with far less Panzer support duc

to the earlior losses. The German Infantry was mown down
by artillery and machine gun fire without reaching the US
positions. George Patton, who witnessed the second attack,
remarked: “My god, It secms a crime to murder good
Infantry like that." By the end of the day, the 10th Panzer
Division was down to 26 serviceable tanks, and a later
report to higher headquarters Indlcated that the divislon
was “In dire straits" after the attack.




more quickly across open ground, though at the disadvantage of heing
exposed to German observation and ardllery fire. The advance slowed
as two of irs regiments penettated into the hill mass ol Djebel ¢l
Mchelat. With the operations of the 34th Infanty Division around
Fondouk not having the desired resulis, Alexander instructed Pavon te
step up the 1T Corps attack towards Gabds 1o keep the Axis forces off
balance while Montgomery's L

ghth Army prepared 1o assault the next
Axis defensive line along the Chott Position. Patton decided o use an
armored task force of the lst Armored Division led by Col. Clarence
Benson. Since the front with the Eighth Army had calmed down, Arnim
wits able o reinforee the El Guettar front with additional units including
most of the 21st Panzer Division and Panzergrenadicr Regiment Afrika.

The initial attack by TF Benson at noon on March 30 was stymied by 2
minelield in the pass between Djebel Mcheltat and Hill 369. A broader
attack the following day with support by the infunwy on either sid

* made
modest

ains but German anti-tank positions prevented any dee
peneuation into the valley, and the Lultwafle was particularly active
151 sorties. The following day, a diversionary attack was attciapted by CCA
near Maknassy but with litle eifecr. Mexander changed the plans @
instructing Patton 1o emphasize an infantry assaulc before the armar

in,

peneuation. Patton wis especially exitical of the pooy performance of
Allied air support over the Il Corps sector, and as il 1o stress the point, the
Lufowvafle bombed near Pation's headeguarters on the day that the air loree
senjor commanders were visiting Pation 1o discuss the problen

The fighting over the next few days comprised an intense infa
skirmish in the hilly country on either side of the Gabes raad, with both
sides suffering significant casualtics in the process. Patton was not happy
about the direction of the 15t Armored Division and replaced Ward with
Lrnest Harmon of the 2d Armored Division.

By the evening of April 6, the battle for the Chow Position by
Montgomery's Fighth Army had reached a cntical phase, so Alexander
ordered Patton o stage a broad frontal assault the next day, 16 matter
the number of casualues, in the hope of alfecting the «
the Germans hael predicted the likely outcome aof the fighting and
already hegun w withdraw their forces out of the hill
ot a heavy artillery bombardment that night. When the US forces
1o move on the morning of April 7, they encouncered litle resistance
and Patton began pushing T Benson forward. The lead elements of
Benson’s force met up with a British reconnaissance de
Sebkret en Noual. This marked the end of [T Corg
central Tunisia and a new phase in the Tunisian camy
Army.

The one exception to this was the 34th Division, which had beent
committed to support a British First A
passes. The first sevies of attacks sta

e, In

wder the cover

achment near

18 in south

1 for the US

ipe

s attack on the Fondouk~Pi
g on March 2 e stymied by
defenses in the bills on the south side of the pass, and Alexander realized
that he had committed 0o small 4 force for such extengive defenses. &
second attempt was made by the 34th Division 16 the south, and elemens
ol the: French 19th Corps and British 9 Corps to the north on April 8 The
first day's fighting was frustiating on aceonnt of determined Germes
resistance and confusion when tanks from the British 6th Assiionired
Division were squeezed into the 34th Division scetor without coordination.

whn
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The British armored thrust was halted by extensive minefields in the
passes, but the capture of the Djebel Ain el Rhorab in the British sector
threatened to undermine the German defenses. British armor began 1o
squeeze through the mincfields in the pass along the sector boundary
between 9 Corps and the 34th Division, leading to some combined
Us=British actions during the fighting on April 9. The determined
German defense of the passes was due to the need (o keep them blocked
atJeast until April 10 to cover the flank of the Axis forces retreating from
the Chott Position. Had the British 9 Corps been able to make it through
the passes 1o Rairouan, a portion of the Axis forces might have been
trapped. The German defenders continued 10 tenaciously guard the
passes, and the British 6th Armoured Division did not manage to exit the
Fondouk ¢l Aoureh gap unul 1000 hours on April 10, too late 1o interfere
with the Axis retreat in any significant way.

The failure 1o penewate the Fondouk-Pichon passes in ime led o a
great deal of recrimination between British and American officers, The
9 Corps commander, Gen. John Crocker, blamed poor waining af the
S4th Division for the failure 1o clear the passes expeditiously, but
American oflicers complained about the poor corps plan of attack.
Eisenhower and Alexander quickly stepped in to halt the arguments,
and the 34th Division was put through a rigorous retraining operation.
But the recriminations had taken their toll on British-American
relations, affecting later operations.

THE FINAL CAMPAIGN IN TUNISIA

The Axis retreat from the Chott Pasition in mid April consolidated the
two main Axis groupings. Sth Panzer Army and the Ist [talian Army, in
the northern Tunisian bridgehead. Eisenhower suggested that the main
blow against the bridgehead be direcied by Anderson's First Aviny, since
it was in the best position to conduet the opetation, and had net enjoyed
the limelight afforded the Eighth Anmy since its decisive viewories an EL
Alamein and the Mareth Line. Eisenhower also made it clear o
Alexander that he wanted the US Il Cosps in the ght, Alexander's
initial plan subardinated 1 Corps 10 Andessen's First Army. Patton

A German transport cotumn from
1./Pz.Gren.Rat. 69, 10th Panzer
Division lays shattered near El
Guettsr in the aftermath of the
fighting there in March 1943
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strongly ohjected to the plan, arguing that there was still a lot of ill will
after 9 Corps blamed the 34th Division for the failure at Fondouk, and
the dismissive attitude of the Brdsh stafl towards the Ist Armored
Division. As a result, the US I1 Corps was shifted to the far north of the
Allied line, and left directly under Alexander's 18 Army Group
comimand rather than under Anderson’s control.

[n preparation for the final campaign, the Allied air forces had initiated
the long delayed Operation flax on April 5, aimed at strangling Asxis wir
supply into the Tunisian bridgehead. Fighter sweeps were conducied off
the Tunisian coast to catch German and lalian transports as they flew into

HIll 809 posed a substantial
obstacle to the advance of the
34th Division due to its rugged
escarpments ovidant here.
German artillery obssrvers
helped the Wehrmacht control
the nelghboring terrain from
perches above, and it took four
costly attacks before It was
finally captured on April 30.
(NARA)

A motorized column from the
34th Division led by an M2 halt-
track approaches Mateur on
May 5, 1943. (NARA)



A patrol of the 60th Infantry, Sth
Divislan on the hills approaching
Bizerte on May 7, 1943. (NARA)

The road to Mateur was littered
with destroyed German
equipment Including this PzKptw
11 Aust. N in the foreground,

2 turretiess Tiger in the center,
and a PzKpfw IV ta the oxtremo
right. (NARA)

Tunisia, and US B-17 bhombers were used 1o attack Axis airfields to catch
tansporis on the ground. By the end of April, the air operations had been
so successiul that the Lulvwaile resticted air ightes into Tunisia 1o
individual night missions instead of massed day formatons.

The crisis in Tunisia led Mussolin to suggest 1o Hitler that a truce be
obtained with the Soviet Union so that the Axis conld concentrae on
defending Tunisia and prevent the Allies Dromi leapdrogging o Tl
Mussolini correctly wssimed that the Allies were planning 0 use Nowth
Africa as a base of operations for later campaigns. Hitler rejected this
notion, and argued that the Tunisian bridgehead could be held indefiniely
in an “African Verdun” due to the quality of the toops and the difficult
terrain, A major resupply effort by sca and air was prormiserl, even though
supplies through March and carly April had been far below requirements.

The US planning for the I1 Corps attack was conducted wainly by
Gen. Omar Bradley, 1 West Point classmate of Eisenhower’s wh ack
heen brought to Tunisia 1o act as Ike's aide, but who “poached” by
Patton when he was assigned 1o command 1T Corps. When Pation was
shifted to command Seventh Army in mnd April for the anticipaied
invasion of Sicily. Bradley tonk his place at the head of 11 Corps.
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OPERATION FLAX: THE CAPE BON MASSACRE

APRIL 22, 1843 15)

By April, the supply situation for Army Group Afrika had
reached a critical polnt as the sea routes grew Increasingly
dangerous for Axls shipping. Vital supplies were moved by
alr, but this avenue too was being chaked off by the Allies’
Operation Flax, which startad on Aprit 5, 1843. Allied
succasses quickly mounted. On April 5, a patral comprising
twenty-slx US P-38 Lightning fighters caught a transport
mission of some sixty Ju-52 transports with about two
dozen escort fighters northeast of Cape Bon, and shot down
alaven transports and five other aircraft. The talty quickly
increassd: April 10 saw the loss of 20 transports and &
fighters; April 11 saw the loss of 26 transports and 5
fighters. Worse was yet to come. On Palm Sunday, April 18,
Allied fighters attacked a huge air convay off Cape Bon,
claiming one hundred Ju-52 transports and sixteen escort
fighters for the loss of seven Allied fighters. But the
desperate supply situation of Army Group Afrika warranted
desporate measures, and another aerial convoy was
scheduled for Holy Thursday, April 22. This time, the pllots
wiere told to stay away from Cape Bon. The April 22 mission
included ten Ju-52 transparts of Kampfgruppe z.b.V, 106
and 15 of the enormous Me-323 Gigant heavy transports (1)
of Kampfgruppe z.b.V. 323 from Pomigliano airbase In ltaly.
Ona Me-323 crashed on take off, but the remainder hasded
for Cape Farina, Tunisia with an escort of thirty-nine B1-169
fighters around 0830 hours. For roasons that remain

unclear, the Me-323 group leader ordered hls alreraft
to separate from the Ju-52 squadrons about halfway

to the objective, and headed towards Cape Ban with a much
reduced escort of fighters. The Glgant formation reached
the area botween Cape Bon and Zembra Island around

0925 hours and Immediately encountered Allied flghtars
consisting of two squadrons of RAF Spitfiras and four
squadrans of South African Air Force P-40 Kittyhawks (2),
distinguished by the orange colour of their markings (auch
as the roundels, (3) and the SAAF Wing emblems on the
nose (4). The numerous Allied tighters gulckily separstad the
escorts from the transports, and the Kittyhawks began &
series of relentless attacks agalnst the huge and vuinerable
Me-323s, which were flylng qulte low to the water. Fully
ioaded with over 700 drums of tuel and tons of ammunitian,
the Gigant transperts became enormous fireballs whert
attacked. A total of 13 Gigants were shot down by South
Africans of No. 4 and No. 5 squadrons, and the ona
escaping Glgant was traited by a RAF Spitfiro of No. 260
Squadron and shot down. After the Holy Thursday massacre,
@5 it became known, Luftwatfc transport missions were
imited to night fNights and alr supply for the trapped
German farces in Tunisla was effectively halted. The Me-323
in ths upper portion of the illustration bears the markings
of 6. Statell, Il Gruppe (5). Note 3lso the He-111-atyle
machine gun positton above the cockplt toa (5j; this
modification was Intreduced for added defense in the
Tunlsian theater.




Gen. Willlbatd Borowiletz,
commander of the 16th Panzer
Division and two other generals
negotiated the surrander of
Wehrmacht forces around
Bizerte with Gen. Emast
Harmen, commander of the

1st Armored Division. (MHI)

Alexander’s plan was 10 use I Corps to cover the flank of the Britsh 5
Corps as it advanced along the Medjerda River The 11 Corps contamed
all four US divisions emploved earher—the Ist Armaored, Ist, Gth and
S4th Infanuy Divisions—as well as the regimentsized Corps Franc
d'Afrique. The principal Axis force opposing the 11 Corps was Division
von Manteuffel, an improvized formation with about nine battalion-sized
units numbering 5,000 troops, a quarter of whom were Italian Bersaglieni
or marines. Although subsiantially ouwtnumbered, Manteuflel’s troops
enjoyed the advantage of excellent defensive positions dug out of the
rocky hills during the past several months of fighting in this sector

The attcks began on a braad front on April 23 with the 9th Infanury
Division on the left (northewn) flank pushiing into the mountains alonyg
the coast while the 1st Infanury Division pushed inw the hills leading
townrds the Tine River valley. The fighting was extremely difficult due 1o
the ermain and the prepared German defenses, but progress was
gradually made. The 3dth Division in the center had litde success m
budging Barenthin's wrcoper force on Hill 509, the dominant terrain
positon in this hilly sector. Bradley held the Ist Armored Division in
reserve as the terrain did not favor its wse, and he planned 1o vse it 1o best
effect once the infantry had won passage 1o the coastal plains,

The fighting in the 34th and Ist Divisions' sectors continued 10 be
shaped by thie nieed 1o take Hill 604 and the sarrounding hills. During
the final days of April, tanks were brought in o assist the assault and on
April 30, Hills 609, 531 and 523 were finally seized. Tl 523 proved to
be the most difficult; it was seized by 1/16th Infaniry alter dark on the
night of April 29/30. The suwmmit was exposed rock and vulnerable to




fire from German positions on neighboring hills. A
German counterattack overwhelmed the battalion,
captured the commander and 150 men and killed

the rest. The arvival of an American tank company
prevented the Germuns {rom holding on o the
hill, but neither side had the strength o keep it
under their control after the biver fighting. The
TS hold an the other two hills was precarious, and
the US defenses were subjected o rep
terattacks. Bue by May 1, the US positions on Hill
GU had been reinforced, providing excellent vist

ated coun-

bility of German  defenses, and  permitting
excellent fire contral of US ardllery on all sub-
sequent German eounterattacks. This broke the
back of Germam delenses in the sector.

In the memntime, the 9th Infanuy Division had
pushed German defenders along the coast back into
the hills approaching Bizerte exposing the defenses
nzergrenadier Regiment 160 to possible envel
wnt along the coast of the act Iehkul Lake.
sivation with the advances in front of Matenr,
Maniteuilel realized that his main defenses were on
the verge of envelopment. The Sth Fanzer Army
ordered a withdrawal back 1o prepared positions on
cither side of Garaet Ichkuel Take on the nighs of
Moy 2 und 3. Mateur was abandoned on Mav 2 and CCB/Ist Armored [nfantry of the 9th Divislon warily
Division began a pursuit of withdrawing German units on May 3, reaching  advance into Bizerte behind an
M3 medium tank of the 751t
Tank Battalion on May 7, 1943.
(NARA)

the city and capruring a few strag
that the
guns, so the combat command ook up positions near the city 1o prevent a
German connterattack, and o permirt follow-up forces 1o amive.

The final wirack owards Bizerte was scheduled to coincide with the
ather 18 Army Group cllorts against Tunis and Cape Bon. Beginning on
May 6, the th Division pressed in on Bizerwe from north of Garet Iehkuel
and seized the dominating height, Djehel Chenit. This permited
supporting armored units such as the 751st Tank Battalion to begin
probing forward towards Bizerie on May 7. Tanks pushied into the ciry later
in the day and found that the Germans had abandoned the city without a
fight, moving across o the peninsula east of Bizerte Lake. Corps Franc
d’Afrique was brought by tnick to Rizerte on May K (o be given the honor
ol liberating the city.

The rest of 1T Corps renewed their attiacks beyond Mareur on May 6,
with the st Armored Division pushing up the road towards Ferryville,
Although antiank guns knocked out over a dozen tanks in the inital

tlers. [t was evident from reconnaissiance

rians haed reinforced the hills leading o Bizerte with anti-tak

assault, by May 7 Ferrwille had been cut oft. By this stage, Manteuliel's
woops had been pocketed in (hree main groups around Bizerte Lake,
stoof the Tine River, and to the northwest of Tunis. The Axis forces
were suffering from severe shorages of supplies and ammunition, and
it was becoming increasingly clear thar they were surrounded with litde
hope of reinforcement or evacuation. Nevertheless, there were stil)
formidable delenses around Bizerte, including extensive coasial
88 | batteries and Flak positions,

&




The roads around Bizerte wero
littered with wrecks and
abandoned German equipmant,
such as this PzKptw 1) Aust. L.
(Patton Museum)

A task force under Lt. Col. Frank Cary congisting of the 1/]3th
Armored and 3/6th Armored [nfanuy moved out on the afiernoon of
May 7 to cut off the Germvan forees on the easc side of the Bizerie Lake,
A light tank column raced ahead on May 8. subjected 10 fire from
emplaced 195 Flak guns ihat knocked out six tnks. But by the zarly
worning hours of May 8, TF Cary had reached the Medinerranean coast.

The German collapse in narthern Tunisia occurred quickly due o
the obvious hopelessness of the siveation and the exhanglion of the
troops. Gen, von Vacrst, commander of the ith Panzer Aoy, veporsed
to Armin on the morning of May 9 that “oue armor and artillery have
besn destroyed; we are without ammunition and fuel; we shall fight o
the last.” In fack, Vaerst had sent emissacies 1o (e American lines (o
disguss surrender, and terms were reached with Gen. Harmon Jater in
the morning, The 10th and 15U Fanzer Division swrrendercd a1 250

hours on March 9. The Géring Reconnaissance Bavalion held ounm
caves on the Djebel Ichkuel, bui evenwally some 40,000 troops
surrencered to the T Corps. German forces in the sewh facuny the
British First Artny surrendered by May 13, 19435 In the end, some
272,000 Axis traops sqreendered, o tonl rivaling Stalingrad—leading
some newspapers to dub the victory “Tunisgrad.”




THE CAMPAIGN
IN RETROSPECT

a3 Rasserine Puss Rommel's last victory? The auack ihat
ptecipitated the Kasgerine Pass baude 41 Sidi boun Zid was
cortinly & clical vigtory, but it was waged by forees other than
s, Rommel's main injdalive was 1o explolu Armim’s gaing at Sidi
bou Zid and Shelila by pushing through Kaserine Pass. Althoygh Romumel
did crack the inidal defenses of Kasserine Pass on February 21, his forces
never managed 1o break through the pass because of the American and
tish defenses. and he was forced o withdraw due 1o dwindling
resources, much as his tival Arnimv bad prediced. The leng-erm
advantages of the February atlacks are debatable, Neither Eisenhower nor
Anderson had any inimediate plans wo conduct major opevations in central
Tumisia unidspring pries to the Fald=Kasserine budes, and if anvihing the
deleats 2 Kassering encovnged the US [T Corps under Panon to adopt a
more aggressive posture in the forheoming Mareth Line fighting us a
redeeming the US Any's tamished repitation. Contrary 1o Lhe
popular image, Kasserine Pass was in the end an Allied victory.

Defeat shapes an army's furure—breaking the unredeemable,
trapping the mediocre in reerimmation, whilst spurdog the foriunate w
cform. The US Army was fartunare in suffering a deteat when and where
t did. The Tunisian campaign was a secondary etfort in a peripheral
theater, involving a small force, with little strawegic consequence. Tt
accurred over a vear before the main campaign in the European theater
in June 1944, and thue provided the US Anoy with the titne necessary o
undergo reform. This pracess began almost immediately in the fields of
commund, docurine, organization, and equipment. The Tunisiao
carnpaign helped to identfy many of the key Jeaders for fuwure
camnpaigns. Eisenhower’s leadership had been far from flawless, bt his
ip skills under adversity were clear. Bradley, an unknown
divisional commander prioe (0 Kassering. was earmavked for 2 ipid rise
to the post of senior US acical commiander. Paton was another shining
star, but whose rambunctiotis personality would eaise questions in Sicily:
On the British side, Anderson’s performance had been poor and he was
lined after Tunisia.

US Army dactrine was extensively rewritten afier Tunisin. Out went
fanciful ideas, and in came more practcal plans for fuware combat based
on hard-learned lessons from Tunisia, A great deal of Army docirine was
found to be sound, but training was often unrealistic and hasty. The
reform was not deep enough in sottie ateas, noubly the retention of the
flawed tank destpoyer concept and the sluggish recognition of the need
for training tank bauadions wo support the infandry. This was due to the
Army Ground Ferces burcaucracy in Washington, not the commanders
i Europe. Air support doctrine saw some of the mast extensive reform,
with young commanders like Pete Quesada adopritg the lessons taughe

Romme

MEANS ¢

leadersl




The Allled victory parade In Tunis
In June 1943 as a French
colonlal cavalry unit advances

In review. The tank in the lower
left foreground Is a Somua $-35
of the 12th RCA, which taok part
in the Tunlsla fighting. (NARA)

by Air Marshal Arthur Canigham of the British Desert Air Foree. This
would come to fruition in the campaigns in France in 1944,

Organizational changes were swili but limited. Infantry reorganization
was not s extensive @ that of the armored divisions and stved much the
same, with many small improvements rather than major alteratons. The
armored divisions were completely reorganized, switching trom a tank-
heavy configuration with six tank baualions and anly three infanuy
batlions 10 a better balanced, combined-nms approach with three
baualions cach of tnks, infanuy and artillery. Equipiment changes were
modest, Jargely due o the assessment that the problems in Tunisia were
due more 1o training, doctrine, and organization than o problems with
hardware. The 37mm anti-ank gun was replaced by a mixture of bazookas
and the 57mm gun. Light tmks lost their central role in armored doctrine
but temained in smaller numbers for secandary roles. The M3 medium
tank and M3 light tink were dropped from scrvice in favor of the newer
MB5AL light ank and M4 medinm k.

At strategic level, the senior US leadership reverted back 1o “Black
Jack™ Pershing's dictum from World War I: US toops would fight under
US commuanders in US formatons. After the mudidle of the Tunisia
campaign with intermixed British and French woops, the US Army in
the European theater became very averse to deploying 'S troops at any
level Tower than army under British command, There were simply 100
many differences in command style and tactical doctine for 7S units o
operate comfortably under British command at corps and divisional
level. There would be exceptions, but in general the US Army after
Rasserine remained under US Army commiand at least an army in size—
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FURTHER READING

Howe's account of the US Arny in North Africa in the official US Army
“Green Book” series remaing the essental staning poiat for those
interested in further details of the Kasserine campaign, There are severa)
other books that merit special attention, including such recent titles as
the Atkinsen and Rolf books, as well as classics like the Blwnenson book
listed below. There are a surprising number of antobiographies touching
on this campaign, notably the Harmon, Robinett and Kesselring
accounts. For those mterested in documentary sources, the US Army's
Center {or Militry History hiwe prepared an invaluable collection of

American and German documents entitled “Kasserine Pass Batdes”
which is available vig their website. The US Military History Institute has
an interesting collection ol personal records including those of generals
Ward anid Robineit. The National Archives and Records Administration
(NARAY at College Park, Maryland is the repository for US unit records,
and the author found the If Corps und ist Ammored Division records in
RGADT 10 be especially useful.
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Brumenson, Martin Kassevine Pass: Rommels Bloody, Climactic Bate for Tunisia
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Accounts of history's greatest conflicts, detailing the command

Kasserine
Pass 1943

Rommel’s last victory

strategies, tactics and battle experiences of the opposing
forces throughout the crucial stages of each campaign

The North African campaign
of November 1942-May 1943
was a baptism by fire for the
US Army. After relatively
straightforward landings,

the US 11 Corps advanced inta

Tunisia to support operations
by the British 8th Army.

I.dmensional Bird's-eye view’ maps Rommel, worried by the -
prospect of an attack into the

rear of his forces, decided to
exploit the inexperience of the

US Army and strike a sudden
blow against their overextended
positions around the Kasserine
Pass. However, the Germans
were unable to exploit their
initial success, and later attacks
such as at El Guettar were
bloodily repulsed. The fighting

in Tunisia taught the green US
Army vital combat lessons,

| and brought to the lore senior
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Photographs Maps

ISBN! B84176-914-2
OSPREY
PBLiS =G IHII “I !|H|n
18

www.ospreypublishing.com 9178184

Eisenhower, Patton, and Bradley.




