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The sleeve patch for

Jéger units; this example is
machine-embroidered, but
woven versions were also
produced. Below it is shown
the Brandenburg cuffband;
this was manufactured in one

style only, machine-embroidered

in silver-grey cotton yarn on
a black wool base.
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Brandenb

Soldiers from Infanterie-
Regiment ‘List' crossing

an anti-tank ditch during

the advance through Soviet
Russia; none appear to wear
the cuffband on their combat
uniforms. Note, however, that
the company bugler at left
does carry his instrument in
the field. (Robert Noss)

12 November 1943; the first
recipient was the regimental
commander Oberst Alfons
Konig. It was made in dark
green doeskin wool, with
silver-grey  Russia  braid
edging, and with the legend [Infanterie-Regiment List machine-
embroidered in silver-grey thread in ‘copperplate’style handwriting
script. The band was worn on the lower left sleeve 15cm from the cuff.

PANZERGRENADIER-DIVISION
‘BRANDENBURG’

This formation owed its origins to the élite ‘Brandenburg’ commando
unit established in October 1939 under the innocentsounding title
of Bau-Lehr-Kompanie 800 (*800th Construction Demonstration
Company’). This special operations unit of trained saboteurs came
under the direct control of the Abwehr, the German Military
Intelligence service. In January 1940 it was reorganised as Bau-Lehr-
Bataillon zbV 800 (*800th Special Purpose Construction Demonstration
Battalion’), and plaved a significant part in the campaign in the West.
One well-known operation in which the battalion were involved was
the capture of the bridges over the Juliana Canal in the Netherlands,
carried out by ‘Brandenburgers’ dressed as Dutch soldiers. It has been
estimated that fully 75 per cent of the unit's personnel received the Iron
Cross for actions during the Westfeldzug. A huge range of skills
and foreign language abilities was represented within the battalion:
and English-speaking Brandenburgers were intended to be used. in
British uniform, as an advance guard to the invasion force had
the intended Operation ‘Sealion’ gone ahead.

The Brandenburgers fought in virtually every campaign on every
front. Following the invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, unit
personnel dressed in Soviet uniforms infiltrated columns of enemy
wounded being moved back from the front, enabling them to move
behind enemy lines and seize the vital Dvina River
bridge. The regiment rarely operated as a single
entity, its specialist nature dictating that elements be
detached for dispersed special operations over
several fronts. In 1942 the parent unit was raised
to divisional status, its new complement including

a coastal raider detachment with volunteers from the Navy, and a
battalion of renegade Russian volunteers,

Detachments operated in the Balkans in late 1943, being heavily
involved in anti-partisan actions in Greece and Yugoslavia and playing a
significant part in the capture of the islands of Cos and Leros from the
British. Elements of the division took part in the occupation of Budapest
in March 1944; and were actively involved in Operation ‘Réosselsprung’,
the attempt to capture Tito at his Drvar headquarters.

During the investigations into the 20 July 1944 attempt to assassinate
Hitler several Brandenburgers were implicated. His trust in these
commandos gone, Hitler transferred responsibility for such special
operations as had traditionally fallen to the Brandenburgers to S§
commando units under SS-Obersturmbannfithrer Otto Skorzeny. In
October 1944, ‘Brandenburg’ was redesignated as a conventional
Panzergrenadier-Division, and was finally ready for action in its new role
in December 1944. Thrown into battle on the rapidly crumbling Eastern
Front, it was steadilv worn down in strength, ending the war in Moravia.
Many of its survivors were captured by the Red Army or murdered by
revenge-hungry Czechs: but some, using their old special operations
skills, managed 1o escape to the West posing as refugees.

Major elements (as division, 1944-45)
Panzer-Regiment ‘Brandenburg’

Jager-Regiment 1 ‘Brandenburg’
Jager-Regiment 2 ‘Brandenburg’

Panzerjager-Bataillon ‘Brandenburg’
Artillerie-Regiment ‘Brandenburg’

Heeres-Flak-Abteilung ‘Brandenburg' %
Aufklirungs-Abteilung ‘Brandenburg’ oy
Pionier-Bataillon ‘Brandenburg’

Unit commanders

Oberst Haehling von Lanzenhauer (1940-43)
Generalmajor von Pfuhlstein (1943—44)
Generalleutnant Kithlwein (September—
October 1944)

Generalmajor Hermann  Schulte  Heuthaus
(October 1944-May 1945)

Special insignia
The Brandenburg division was authorised its own
cuffband on 17 August 1944; personnel had
been permitted to wear the Grossdeulschland
cuffband. The new cuffband was made from
black badgecloth or doeskin finish wool, with
Brandenburg machine-embroidered in  silver-
grey thread in Gothic script. Being introduced
only in 1944, the official issue pattern was not
produced in hand-embroidered bullion thread,
only in silver grey cotton yarn.

Brandenburg units were also authorised to wear
the special sleeve patch for Jager troops, consisting

Oberstleutnant Karl-Heinz
Oesterwirtz of Bau-Lehr-
Regiment zbV 800 at the
time of the award of the
Oakleaves to his Knight's
Cross. The rare Brandenburg
cuffband can be seen on the
lieutenant-colonel's lower
right sleeve, and above it the
embroidered oakleaf sleeve
badge for Jager units.
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Generalleutnant Feuchtinger (May 1944—January 1945)
Oberst Helmut Zollenkopf (January=February 1945)
Generalmajor Marcks (February-April 1945)

Special insignia
None.

24. PANZER-DIVISION

This formation traced its origins to 1.(Ostpreussische) Kavallerie-
Brigade in 1921. On the outbreak of war in September 1939 the brigade
saw action in the Polish campaign, advancing with 3. Armee via
Myseinice and Frankovo and crossing the Narev and Bug rivers in the
drive to Warsaw. It was expanded to divisional status in December 1939
as 1. Kavallerie-Division.! In the Western campaign of 1940 this horsed
formation advanced into Friesland in the northern Netherlands against
fairly weak opposition until it ran up against the Dutch fortress of
Kornwerderzand, which was supported by Dutch gunboats on the
Waddenzee; however, the Dutch surrender saved the division from the
passibility of heavy casualties in any attempted assault. Thereafter the
1st Cavalry Division moved into France, advancing with XXXVIII Korps
of 4. Armee over the Somme and the Seine, and reaching La Rochelle
by the time of the French capitulation on 23 June. After a period in
France on occupation duties the division was withdrawn to the east to
prepare for Operation ‘Barbarossa’.

During the invasion of Russia in summer 1941 the Ist Cavalry
Division served with XXIV Korps in Army Group Centre, protecting
the right flank of Guderian’s 2nd Panzer Group during the crossing of
the Dnieper and the drive on Smolensk, and fighting around the
Bryansk Pocket. The horsemen were particularly successful against by-
passed Soviet units counter-attacking from the northern fringe of the
Pripet Marshes. Before the onset of winter 1941 it was withdrawn from
the Eastern Front and moved to France, for re-organisation as the 24.
Panzer-Division in November.

The new division was attached to 6. Armee under Generaloberst von
Paulus and took part in the fateful 1942 summer offensive to the Volga.
It perished at Stalingrad with the rest of 6. Armee, its pitiful remnants
passing into Soviet captivity in March 1943.

The division was re-formed shortly thereafter; and after a brief spell
in Northern Italy the new formation moved to the Eastern Front, where
it suffered heavy losses in the ferocious battles around Kiev in
November 1943. In March 1944, 24, Panzer-Division took part in the
relief of the Cherkassy Pocket, the gallantry of its troops earning it a
formal mention in despatches. During the German collapse of that
summer the division made a fighting withdrawal through Poland and
into Hungary, where it counter-attacked west of Debrecen, but later
took very heavy casualties in the defence of Kecskemet. In the final
weeks of the war the remnants of 24. Panzer-Division were fighting in
north-east Prussia, where they went into Soviet captivity in May 1945,

4 See MAA 361, Axis Cavalry in World War If (continued on page 33)

1: Schiitze, Inf-Regt ‘Grossdeutschland’, 1938
2: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerietrupp ‘GD’, 1941
3: Unteroffizier, Flak-Abteilung 'GD’, 194344




1: Hauptmann, PzGren-Regt 'Feldherrnhalle’, 1943
2: Funker, PzGren-Div ‘Feldherrnhalle’, 1943-44
3: Obergefreiter, Pz-Abteilung ‘Feldherrnhalle’, 1943
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1: Hauptmann, Inf-Regt 119 'List', 57. Inf-Div, 1943

2: Major, PzGren-Div 'Brandenburg', late 1944

3: Unteroffizier, Gren-Regt 134, 44, ReichsGren-Div
'Hoch und Deutschmeister', 1944




1: Leutnant, Sturmartillerie,
116. Pz-Div, 1944

2: Feldwebel, Pz-Regt 22,
21. Pz-Div, 1944

3: Unteroffizier, PzGren-Lehr-Regt
901, (130.) Pz-Lehr-Div, 1944

1: Feldwebel, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503, 1944
2: Leutnant Otto Carius, sPz-Abt 502

3: Major Erich Schmidt, sPz-Abt 507

4: Major Willi Jahde, sPz-Abt 502




1: Leutnant, Kav-Regt 5
‘Feldmarschall von Mackensen', 1945
2: Oberreiter, Kav-Regt 5
‘Feldmarschall von Mackensen’, 1945
3: Feldwebel, Pz-Regt 24, 24, Pz-Div, 1943

2 1: Feldwebel of Panzertruppe, Fiihrer-Begleit-Brigade, 1944
2: Panzergrenadier, Fihrer-Grenadier-Division, 1945
3: Feldwebel, Wachbataillon Berlin, c.1943




1: Feldwebel, Gebirgsjager-Regt 138, 3. Gebirgs-Div, c.1942
2: Generaloberst Eduard Dietl, 1943
3: Gefreiter, 5. Gebirgs-Div, 1943

Major Josef Rettemeier of 24.
Panzer-Division, a veteran of

the North African campaign,
wears the Afrika commemorative
cuffband on the left sleeve of

his black vehicle uniform with
that formation’s special golden-
yellow piping.

Main elements
Panzer-Regiment 24
Panzergrenadier-Regiment 21
Panzergrenadier-Regiment 26
Panzerartillerie-Regiment 89
Panzeraufklirungs-Abteilung 24
Heeres-Flak-Abteilung 283
Panzerpionier-Bataillon 40

Divisional commanders

Generalleutnant Kurt Feldt (November 1941-April 1942)
Generalmajor Bruno Ritter von Hauenschild (April-September 1942)
Generalleutnant Arno von Lenski (September 1942-January 1943)
Generalleutnant Maximillian Reichs-Freiherr von Edelsheim (March
1943-August 1944)

Generalmajor Gustav Adolf von Nostitz-Wallwitz (August 1944—
March 1945)

Generalleutnant Rudolf von Knebel Doberitz (March—-May 1945)
(Throughout the war the division’s officers included a higher than usual
proportion of aristocrats, reflecting the old cavalry tradition.)

Special insignia

While no special badges were worn, this formation was unique among
the Panzer divisions in its visible reflection of the cavalry roots from
which it sprang. Instead of the regulation rose-pink of the Panzertruppe,
all uniform and insignia piping — to the peaked service cap, field
cap, and the shoulder straps, collar patches and collar of the black
vehicle uniform jacket — was in the cavalry’s golden-yellow Waffenfarbe.
Within other Panzer divisions the crews of armoured reconnaissance
vehicles were authorised cavalry yellow Waffenfarbe; but the 24th
was unique in that this colour was also worn by its tank crews.

(130.) PANZER-LEHR-DIVISION

This relatively ‘new’ division, formed only on 30 December 1943, was
created from some of the best and most experienced Panzer soldiers
in the German Army. The title ‘Lehr’ indicates an élite evaluation and
demonstration unit. At the suggestion of the Generalinspekteur der
Panzertruppe, Generaloberst Heinz Guderian, the Panzer-Lehr-
Division was built around a strong cadre of men who had served as
instructors in the Army’s various tank training schools, most of
whom had already seen extensive combat on the Eastern Front.
Guderian also ensured that these highly experienced troops were
issued with only the best equipment, including a full complement of
the excellent PzKw V Panther tank, often in short supply. He also
saw to it that command was given to one of his most trusted
subordinates, Generalleutnant Fritz Bayerlein, who had proved
himself in North Africa under Rommel. The division was fully
motorised, and its infantry were true Panzergrenadiers, all transported
in armoured half-tracks instead of the more usual mix of half-tracks
and ‘softskin’ trucks.
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