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Japanese soldiers advance down
the coast of Malaya in early 1942
riding the form of transport
particularly associated with that
campaign. The Japanese Army's
ability to adapt to any situation
they faced and to use any form
of transport, including issued or
commandeered bicycles, played
an important part in their
success. The men are all wearing
the early pattern cork sun heimet
and are in shirtsleeve order, with
much of their gear stowed on
their bikes - see Plate G3.
(Robert Hunt Library)

the 2nd Inf Div from 16th Army; this would be reinforced by the 38th
and 48th Inf Divs withdrawn from Hong Kong and the Philippines
respectively. With Singapore secured, elements of the 25th Army from
Malava (including the 2nd Tank Regt) would also be switched to
rnml.)lete the cnnduv:‘ai of the Dutch East Indies.

CHRONOLOGY, December 1941-June 1942

General overview

1941

7 December Attack on US Pacific Fleet at Pear! Harbor, Hawaii. is followed
by Japanese declaration of war against the USA and Great Britain and
the launching of attacks across the Pacific.

8 December Japanese begin air attacks on Guam, Midway and Wake Islands,
Hong Kong and the Philippines, and make first advances into Malaya.

9 December Tarawa and Makin Islands invaded.

10 December British battleships HMS Prince of Wales and Repulse sunk by
Japanese aircraft off Malayan coast.

14 December Thailand declares alliance with Japan.

23 December Japanese capture Wake Island.

25 December Hong Kong falls,

1942

19 January British Borneo surrenders,

23 January Japanese invade New Britain, New Ireland and Solomon
Islands.

19 February Portuguese Timor invaded.

23 March Andaman and Nicobar Islands fall to Japanese.

4 June US naval victory at Battle of Midway cripples Japanese carrier force
in Central Pacific.

13 & 21 June Japanese occupy islands of Attu & Kiska in Aleutians group
off coast of Alaska.

Invasion of Malaya
1941 ‘
8 December Japanese forces land at Kota Bharu, NE Malaya, as diversion to
mask landing of main force further north-west at Singora and Patani,
Thailand. (Supposed to coincide with raid on Pearl Harbor, the attack is
mistakenly launched two hours earlier.)

‘ The mainly Australian and
Indian troops in Malaya
total 120,000 men, nearly
twice the swength of the
70,000-man invasion force
— but with only half
the tanks and artillery, few
AT weapons and very
weak air cover. British
Commonwealth troops will
be repeatedly outflanked
by audacious Japanese
advances through the
forest terrain.

16 December Fall of Penang.

Gen. Yamashita Tomoyuki,
commanding 25th Army, holds an
impromptu staff meeting during
the 1942 Malayan campaign.
Yamashita (seated, centre) wears
a tropical uniform with his rank
displayed on the upper collar, an
open-collar shirt, and high black
|eather boots. His officers are
wearing an interesting mix of
uniform types. The man at far
left has a first type cork sun
halmet; the other officers wear a
mixture of steel helmets, with or
without camouflage netting, and
standard field caps.

‘Yamashita's stunning victory
earned him the nickname ‘the
Tiger of Malaya’, and he went on
to command 1st Army in
Manchuria. He was appointed
commander-in-chief in the
Philippines in 1944, where his
troops mounted a fanatically
stubborn defence until 25 August
- @leven days after Japan's
surrender. Held responsible for
atrocities committed by his
troops in Manila, Yamashita was
tried for war crimes and hanged
in February 1946. (Japan War
History Office)

1942

5 January Further Japanese landings on west coast
outflank Slim River defenders.

7-8 January Japanese tanks break through defences
north of main supply base of Kuala Lumpur.

11 January Kuala Lumpur abandoned.

22 January British & Commonwealth reinforcements
land at Singapore, but have no time to deploy.

30 January Having suffered about 25,000 casualties
including some 9,000 killed, Commonwealth
forces withdraw across Johore causeway from
Malaya onto Singapore island. From defences
which face the sea rather than the mainland,
85,000 ill-larmed Commonwealth troops under
Gen. Percival face — ignorant of their numbers —
Gen. Yamashita's Japanese force of only 30,000.
15 February (‘Black Sunday’) In the greatest military defeat suffered by the
British Empire, Singapore surrenders and the garrison pass into captivity.

Invasion of Burma

1942

15 January Japanese cross from Thailand into far south and begin
advance up Kra Isthmus. British & Indian garrison numbers less than two
weakly supported divisions with fewer than 40 obsolete aircraft; initial
Japanese strength is about 35,400 men.

20 January Japanese 55th Div advances from Raheng, Thailand, towards
Moulmein.

30 January Moulmein falls.

11 February Japanese cross Salween River, forcing defenders to withdraw
towards Sittang River.

17-19 February After strong initial resistance on Sittang River, many
Commonwealth troops are trapped by premature destruction of bridge.
8 March Japanese capture the capital, Rangoon. Commonwealth troops
hold Irrawaddy and upper Sittang valleys, Chinese troops under Gen.
Stilwell, Mandalay and Toungoo.

30 March Chinese abandon Toungoo. Two-pronged Japanese advance
continues northwards up both river valleys.

3 Apmil Last surviving British aireraft withdrawn to India.

12 April Japanese take Miguangye, threatening oilfields.

29 Apnil Japanese seize Lashio, cutting Burma Road supply route to China.
1 May Mandalay abandoned.

8 May Fall of Myitkyina.

10 May Rearguard battle at Kalewa covers Commonwealth retreat across
Chindwin River.

12 May Monsoon rains slow Japanese pursuit.

20 May After a 900-mile retreat north-westwards into India, and 13,000
casualties, the last of the Commonwealth forces leave Burma.

Invasion of the Philippines
1941
7 December US Far East Air Force on Luzon island largely destroyed by

Japanese air attacks.
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This sergeant is an officer
candidate, as shown by the
circular badge with a central star
worn on the collar of his 1938
tunic in place of the rank bars -
interestingly, these are still worn
on the shoulders. He is wearing
the first type of cork sun heimet
with a gold star badge pinned

to the front; and his high boots
would be brown instead of
officers’ black. His shin-gunto
sword is worn in a metal
scabbard with a protective
leather cover. (Cheyenne Noda)

not, however, a universal feature; and by 1940 it was almost completely
discontinued, although some of the support branches — e.g. medical
corps — continued to wear them untl the end of the war. This was
presumably because it was more important that doctors and other
specialist personnel be easily identifiable. In 1941 new regulations called
for some branches of service to be shown by a small strip of appropriately
coloured cloth under the collar rank bar, these being confined to
engineer, veterinary, military band, accountant and medical personnel.
Photographic evidence seems to suggest that this new system was rarely
used, however, and if any display of branch colour was worn then it was
usually the older *“W’-chevron.

Arm of service badges

A system of small yellow metal badges were worn on the collars of both
the 1930 and 1938 uniforms to show the branch of the wearer. On the
1930 uniform these were worn on the right collar patch with the unit
number in Arabic numerals on the left patch. On the 1938 uniform the
badge was worn behind (i.e. to the rear or outside of) the rank bar which
was now displayed on the collar. Symbols used in these badges included
the more obvious types, e.g. crossed cannons = artillery, lorry = motor
transport, tank = armour, harp = military band, and balloon = balloon
observers. A gold star identified an officer candidate of the regular army,
and the same symbol on a gold disc indicated an officer candidate of the
non-regular army, i.e. the reserve. Other symbols included a ten-point
star indicating a mraining school, and the sakura or cherry blossom which
identified units raised in Formosa.

The system was made more complicated by the fact that Independent
units substituted Roman numerals for the Arabic ones used by standard
units. A few representative examples of the system on the 1938 uniform are:
3rd Tank Regt Left collar, tank; right collar, Arabic ‘3
I7th Mtn Arty Regt Left, crossed cannons; right — Arabic ‘17
Ist Independent Garrison Unit Left, crossed rifles over stylised ‘T"; right,
Roman T'.

Specialist & proficiency badges
The Japanese Army wore little in the way of specialist insignia on the
1938 uniform, but some trades were identified by a series of red cloth
badges worn on the left upper sleeve. These included: shoemaker = pair of
shoes; saddler = saddle; bugler = bugle; master tailor = scissors; master farrier
= horseshoe; master carpenter = saw blade; and pharmacist = chemical
retort.

A small red cloth chevron was awarded for diligence and was worn
on the right sleeve of the tunic, Metal pin badges were also worn on
the breast of the service uniform as proficiency awards, with various
symbols on a cherry blossom background; these included awards for
marksmanship, gunnery, riding and observation.

Miscellaneous oval meral badges also existed to mark service in
Manchuria, and good conduct for NCOs, both in bronze. Oval metal
badges were worn by some officers on service uniform; there does not
seem to have been a precise system, but known examples include silver
badges for battalion and regimental commanders. The most colourful
and rare of this type of badge was worn exclusively by field marshals;

MANCHURIA, 1931-32

1: Private 1st Class, 2nd Inf Div, 1931

2: Private 2nd Class, 1st Cavalry Regt, 1931
3: Corporal, 13th Inf Regt, 6th Inf Div, 1932




CHINA & MANCHUKUO, 1932-35 CHINA, 1937-38

1: Colonel, field dress, 1935 1: Captain, 104th Field Artillery Regt; Canton, 1938

2: Major-General, 8th Inf Div, Kwangtung Army; Jehol Province, 1933 2: Lieutenant, 117th Inf Regt, 108th Inf Div, summer 1938
3: Pte 1st Class, Railway Protection Corps; Manchukuo, 1932 3: Major, 82nd Inf Regt, 21st Inf Div, 1939




CHINA, 1937-39

1: Private 2nd Class, infantry; Peking, July 1937

2: Warrant Officer standard bearer, infantry; Shanghai, August 1937
3: Seaman 1st Class, Naval Landing Division; Shanghai, 1939

NOMONHAN & CHINA, 1939

1: Sergeant, 28th Inf Regt, 7th Inf Div; Nomonhan, June 1939
2: 2nd Lieutenant, tank regiment; China, winter 1938/38

3: Captain, Engineers; China, winter 1938/39




PACIFIC OFFENSIVE, 1942

1: Sergeant-Major, infantry; Borneo, January 1942

2: Superior Private, infantry; Java, DEI, March 1942

3: Seaman 2nd Class paratrooper, 1st (Yokosuka) Special Landing Unit;
Celebes, DEI, January 1942

PHILIPPINES & MALAYA, 1942

1: Seaman 1st Class standard bearer, Marine Division; Philippines, 1941-42
2: Superior Private, 47th Inf Regt, 48th Inf Div; Philippines, 1941-42

3: Corporal, 11th Inf Regt, 5th Inf Div; Singapore, Malaya, February 1942




BURMA, 18942

1: Pte 2nd Class, 214th Inf Regt, 33rd Inf Div
2: Corporal, 55th Infantry Division

3: Lieutenant, 18th Infantry Division

A colonel of the Imperial Army
poses for a studio portrait
somewhere in China, wearing his
1938 uniform with the officer's
version of the winter fur hat and
holding a shin-gunto sword of
traditional samurai shape. His
rank of tai-sa shows particularly
clearly on his collar - three

silver stars over two gold stripes,
with gold edges and the red
background showing through

as three stripes. (US National
Archives)

brightly enamelled in several colours, its design
featured two crossed rising sun flags with a kiri
Imperial symbol superimposed and topped with a
vellow juroku-kiku chrysanthemum,

Individual regiments were often issued with
special badges which were pinned on their
uniforms or caps. The bestknown example is
the ‘“White Tiger' badge worn by the 214th Inf
Regt, 33rd Division, in Burma (sec¢ Plate H1).
Unfortunately records of most of these designs do
not seem to have survived.

Armbands

Armbands were worn on the left sleeve o signify
various temporary duties and functions. A white
armband with a red central triangle was worn by
men attached to the commissariat department.
Press corps personnel wore either blue armbands
with white characters or white bands with black
characters and a gold star. Red armbands with two
white stripes around the centre were worn in
barracks by the week’s duty men.

HEADGEAR & FOOTWEAR

Peaked service cap

The headgear worn most commonly with the Type 90 uniform in the
early 1930s was the rather archaic-looking peaked or visored cap which
had been in service virtually unchanged since 1905, It had a khaki top, a
black leather peak and chinstrap, and a one-and-a-half-inch deep red
band. A brass five-point star badge was worn on the front of the band by
all ranks; soldiers of the Imperial Guards Division had a different badge
with a wreathed star. Some younger officers took to altering the shape of
the cap by folding the front upwards in imitation of the ‘German’ style,
but this unofficial restyling was presumably frowned upon by the more
traditionalist officers. After the introduction of the field cap the peaked
cap was phased out of service, and was seldom worn after the mid-1930s.

Field caps

The headgear most commonly associated with the Japanese Army
throughout the period covered is the field cap. This came in a variety
of slightly different designs but was basically unchanged until 1945. Tt is
sometimes described as a ‘peaked sidecap’ which fitted tightly to the
head, with a cloth peak and a brown leather chinstrap. First introduced
in about 1932, it was in widespread use by the time of the invasion of
Jehol Province in 1933. For the first few years of its use the cap was
stitched right down the back, but in later years an adjusting lace to
tighten the cap was introduced. Winter and summer versions of the cap
were made from the same wool and cotton fabrics as the rest of the
uniform. On the front of the cap was sewn a stitched vellow cloth
five-point star which was usually mounted on a cloth backing. Officers’
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Pacific offensive of 1941/42, the
Allies paid a high price for their
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in Manchuria and China for ten

years. That army was a unique

blend of the ancient and the

Diagrams modern: its up-to-date

equipment and resourceful
tactics served an almost medieval

code of unquestioning obedience

Full colour artwork and ruthless aggression. This
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organisation, equipment,
uniforms and character of
Japanese ground forces in the
Chinese and early Pacific
campaigns and is illustrated with
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ISBN 1-84176-353-5

4

www.ospreypublishing.com 977818417763538

(OSPREY

PUBLISHING II






