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An infantry officer on the Eastern
Front wears the type of fleece
cap generally seen in use by the
Alpini; typically, he has the
branch/regiment badge from a
bustina sewn to the front flap.
The greatcoat is double-breasted
with a deep collar, and fleece
lining can be seen at the open
neck. (Franco Mesturini Archives)

worn by the [alians resembled the Soviet pattern, with e flaps which
could be worn up or down. This type was issued 1o the Alpini in quite
large numbers, and often had a bustina badge sewn to the front

In snowy conditions two tvpes of white two-piece coveralls were
apparently used in Russia. The first had been developed before the war
and issued to various units; it mav have heen one-piece, but details are
eluisive. The second tvpe was a two-piece suit with a drawstring-fastened
collar and wrist straps on the jacket and ankle straps on the loose-fitting
trousers. This new (vpe seems 1o have been issued to the Alpini only, and
perhaps onlv 1o a few select units such as the “Monte Cervino™ Ski
Battalion (see Plate F3). Priority in the issue of these suits seems alwavs
to have been enjoved firstly by the Alpini. and then by the Bersaglieri, as
these are the troops usually seen wearing them.

White canvas helmet covers were worn with the white coveralls, and
sometimes with the grev-green uniform. Suprisingly, the Alpini still wore
their coloured pom-pon and feather on the white helmet cover, which
must have rather defeated the object of the camouflage. Some Alpini
were everl seen to wear their famous felt hats, with the brim pulled down
at the back to give a litle extra protection from the cold. Lucky soldiers
might also receive a lambswool surcoat to be worn with the white
coveralls: again, these were largely issued 1o a few elite units.

Apart from the coveralls looseitting white hooded capes were also
worn. The Alpini had a so-called ‘camisasecio’. so Daggy that it was nsually
worn over the top of the uniform, helmet and equipment for guard duty,

Footwear still largely consisted of the standard hobnailed boot, which
was ol little use m extreme cold and caused large munbers of frostbite
casualties, Requests from the army in Russia for felt boots like the Soviet
valeiki lell on deaf cars: like the other armies on the Russian Front the
lalians wore improvised footwear to v 1o protect their feet, though
some soldiers were issued with canvas overboots which helped greatly.,

Special winter clothing of all types was always in short supply and the
majority ol soldiers on the Russian Front had (o make do with the basie
uniform with the addition of wool gloves, scarves and balaclavas.

Chemical and burn protection

Special protective clothing was worn by specialist troops, and included a
grey asbestos suit which was supposed to be worn by flame-thrower
operators. The jacket was double-breasted, the right side being pulled
across the chest and fastening level with the left arm. Both the collar and
cuffs fastened tightly with buttons, and when worn with the loose-fitting
trousers and a hood gave overall protection to the bodv. The hood
seems to have come in two types: one incorporated goggles. and the
other left the face exposed and was worn with a gasmask without the
canister fitted. Although the suit must have been very hot and uncom-
fortable it was worn even in the extreme heat of North Africa. However,
photographic evidence indicates that many flame-thrower operators
went into action with no protective gear at all — whether by choice or hy
necessity is not knowrn.,

The development of chemical warfare had been given a great deal of
emphasis in the pre-war vears. The lralians had used gas in both their
conquest of Ethiopia and the suppression of rebellion in Libva in the
1950s. Chemical troops were issued with rubberised coveralls similar 1o

WESTERN ALPS, 1840
1: Gunner, 58th Artillery Regt, ‘Cagliari * Inf Div
2: Caporale, 89th Infantry Regt, ‘Cosseria’ Inf Div
3: Sergente, ‘'Val d'Orco’ Bn,

4th Alpine Regt, ‘Taurinense' Alpine Div




GREECE, 1940-41

1: Caporale, 31st Inf Regt, ‘Siena’ Inf Div

2: Soldato, 77th Inf Regt, ‘Lupi di Toscana' Inf Div
3: Camicia nera, 1st Albanian Legion MVSN, 1941

GREECE, 1940-41

1: Capitano, ‘Edolo’ Alpine Bn, 5th Alpine Regt, ‘Tridentina’ Alpine Div
2: Generale dl brigata, Army Headquarters, 1940

3: Maggiore, 54th Inf Regt, 'Sforzesca’ Inf Div, 1941




YUGOSLAVIA, 1941
1: Tenents, ‘Centaurc’ Armoured Div

2 Sergente, 3rd Motorcycle Coy, 3rd Bersaglieri Regt, 3rd Celere Div ‘Principe Amedeo Duca d'Aosta’

3: Caporale maggiore, 23rd Sector, Frontier Guards

RUSSIAN FRONT, 1941-43

1: Soldato, ‘Savoia’ Dragoon Regt, 1941

2: Cossack volunteer, Gruppo Savoia, 1942

3: Camicia nera scelta, MVSN 14th M Bn ‘Leonessa’, ‘23 Marzo' Regimental Group, 1841




OCCUPATION OF YUGOSLAVIA, 1941-43

RUSSIAN FRONT, 1942
1: Volunteer, Itallan Croatian Legion 1: Capo manipolo, MVSN 67th Bn ‘Toscano’; Dalmatia, 1942
2: Sergente, 79th Inf Regt, ‘Pasubio’ Inf Div 2: Soldato, 84th Inf Regt, ‘Venezia' Inf Div, 1942

3: Capo squadra, MVAC; Dalmatia, 1942

3: Alpino, ‘Monte Cervino' Ski Battalion




OCCUPATION OF THE BALKANS, 1941-43

1: Vice-brigadiere, 8th Bn, Royal Finance Guard; Greece, 1841

2: Appuntato, 13th Mobile Bn, Royal Carabiniers, 'Firenze' Inf Div; Albania, 1942

3: Sergente maggiore, 27th Bn, 11th Bersaglieri Regt, 1st Celere Div ‘Eugenia di Savoia’; Yugoslavia

the Name-thrower suit but tighter fitting around the face and other
extremities. Unbearably hot even in the southern Buropean climate,
these were soon discontinued when the threat of chemical warfare faded.

Other protective items included asbestos mittens worn by machine
gun crews when changing the hot barrels of their weapons. Grey-green
Jeather gloves with ringmail protecting the palms were also used by
mortar and machine gun crews for the same reason.

Fatigues

Fatigue uniforms were issued to bhe worn as work clothes when
performing menial tasks in the barracks and on work details. The
uniform consisted of a medium grey loose-fitting cotton jacket and
pantaloon trousers made of poor quality material. Insignia on the
unitorm consisted of white cloth stars on the collar. and rank chevrons
where appropriate. There is evidence that fatigues were sometimes worn
on the march in summertime, presumably o save wear and tear on the
orev-green wool uniform and for greater comfort.

Personal equipment

e standard rifle was either the M1891 Mannlicher Carcano in 6.5mm
or the slightly modernised M1891/1938 version firing a 7.35mm round;
cach had a six-round fixed magarzine.

[he lalian soldier’s personal equipment in the infanury and other
nnmounted branches consisted of a grey-green leather belt with a single-
claw buckle usually worn offser to the lelt. Two leather cartridge
pouches were worn together at the front, each carrying four six-round

A mixed group of six soldiers
stand in a Russian town having
just received medals for bravery.
From left to right: a sergente
maggiore and two privates of the
Bersaglieri; a caporale maggiore
of artillery; and an officer and
sergente maggiore of infantry.
The three Bersaglieri and the
artilleryman are wearing the
greatcoat issued to mounted
troops with the large shawl
collar. The infantry officer wears
the officers' double-breasted
model of the M1934 greatcoat,
and the NCO the single-breasted
version. There is also an
interesting mix of equipment; the
two Bersaglieri privates wear
their own special belt with two
small cartridge pouches, the
gunner the two-pocket bandolier,
the infantry officer a ‘Sam
Browne' belt with holstered
Beretta M1934, and the infantry
NCO the standard belt with twin
pouches. (USSME)

33









Table A: Infantry Divisions serving in Europe 1940-43 Arty MVSN War servic Collar patch
BagtNo.  Legion (Ges kay)
Key Notes: Mast of thes alist mlg! - -
Mauntain division atlong wers |2 otioral; Al G = Corsica, F = French camp

= Motorised division s opposed 1o Alp gn; gar = Garison dutles,
. £ . 1 3 . A i e ) KR E] 1 = Sic-gart low over =
= Semi-motorised division dwisicn differed from a standard infantry - - Sardinia gamison; NAS = North Afric it 104 i L Slcigar Tellow over green
= = Assault landing drvision division only In having some 1 Ocecupation duties.e.g. G-oct = dtoupation )
o z & - . i Jarcte a9 3 40 Y Neaoe Ieswhite stripe
= = Air lantling divisic arfillery - B = Ru=zsia, - Sardinia, Sic = Sldily Marite 32 32 9 Y, Y-aoe Blue/white stripe
i = (1st, 2nd, 3rd Granatieri VF = Vichy France (occupation post-Nov.42), Vi ! :
: MESSing : Y, Yoo sllow/red stripes
Inf Regts) ¥ = Yugoslavian carmpaign Aessira 18 : 108 i Clo o+ allowrad stripss
] Modena ar 41,482,541 29 36 White/maroon
Dhvision Division Aty MVSN War service Callar patch
Narme No. RegtNa. Leglon  {see Key) Murge 154 15 Voo Black /rad
B Napal 54 75,76 54 173 White/maraon stripe
Ao 33 17,18.317 33 23 F 8, G-oes = Yelowt L Siripe
Wenara 167 163,154 157 — dapiot Yalow aver biueg
Aosta 28 210,211 22 171 Sic-gar % Red/black stripe
: Sarma 49 48,50 49 G, Bluedwhite st
frazzo 53 205,296,343 53 &0 G, A . Yellow/tlue
k) _ —— N
FPasubio® 9 B Yol E Red/yellow sinpes
ssieftan 26 29,30 25 17 1
Farugia 151 128,160 151 — YIA-oee % Red over biue
Barl 47 138,140,340 A7 G, Sar-gar Rad aver yellow 3 =
=nza’ 103 111112 37 — Italy-gar White ower blug
Bergamo 15 B89 Y. Y-occ Blue/rad stripe
Piaver 10 5758 20 - — Gregriiack sripe
Brennern il 231, 232, 331 g 6. G-gee Red/velliow
Hiceno 235,236,336 152 — . Whiteired/white
Cacciator delle Alpi 22 51,52 i 105 F Yeoeo Grean
Fiemonte 28 24 166 - R
Caglar 58 63.64,363 59 28 E G, G-oco Red/white stripes
e
Finamlo 24 18 136 F.G. Y, G-occ e Black/red stripes
Calabria ol 58,860,359 40 177 Sar-gar Red/green stripa
e N .
Pistola* 16 2 F, INAT % Orange/biack stipa
Casale 56 1 A2,311 58 23 G, G-oe Yeliow
; Pugle 38 1,72 15 115 Y. ¥iA-oce wEm—— White/green stripe
Cossera ] 89,590 45 FR Maroon/white stripes
Haverina 3 121 5 Y. R === White/rad stripes
Cramana 44 7 80 ad strjpes
—
He 13 1.2 23 75 Y, ¥-occ [ Black/red stripes
Cunien & 7.8 27 24 F 3, G-oce Naroon
| Regina a0 910,308,331 50 201 Italy-gar White
Emiiia 155 119,120 155 - Y-0eC Red over green |
Raovigo® 105 227,228 17 — Italy-gar Graen/yallow
Ferrara 23 47 .48 14 a2 G, ANY-oo
Sabauda 30 16 Sar-gar | White/green slripes
Firenze 41 127,128 41 ag F Y, Y-oce Biack over red |
| Sassan 12 151,152 34 73 Y-0ce = White over red
Forli” 38 43,44.343 a6 112 F @, G-occ White/tlue stripes 1 |
| Slorzasca 2 17 30 FEG:R — Gresn/white stripe
Friuli- 20 87 .88.387 a5 &8 F, Groco Blue/black stripe i T
T a————
I 51 31,32 51 141 G, G-oee I Blaci/yellow
Granatieri di Sardegna® 21 1.2,3 13 55 E Y, Yot Red/white 'lace’
SupErgas 1 91,92 5 i F, NAI __ Maroon/white strips
Isonzo 14 23,24 & a8 b Blue
A 48 207,208 48 164 Y/A-06e JE White/blue
Legnzano 58 67,68 58 26 A-occ. VF Black/blug stripes —
Tarino™ 52 52 — Y. B = Blue/vellow stripe
Livorna- 4 3334 28 F. Sic-gar Orange =
. Vansto 159 255,256 159 — [taly-gar ﬁ Blue/yall
Lombardia 57 7374 57 Y, Y-o0e White/blLie stripe =
Yanezia 19 83.84.383 149 72 G, GM-oco Maroon/blus stiipe
Lugl di Toscana 7 7778 30 — F G, VF Red/white stripe
Vicenza 277.278 156 — R . Maroon/white/maroon
Macerata 153 121,122 152 15 Y-oee White over blug |
| 158 291,282 158 — Yoo : Blug/yellow stripas



















OSPREY

MILITARY

MEN-AT-ARMS

* An unrivalled source of information on the
organisation, uniforms and equipment
of the world's military forces, past
and present.

* The series covers subjects as diverse as
the Imperial Roman army and its enemies;
the paratroopers and tank crews of our
own day; and hundreds of other subjects
between, over the whole world and more
than 5,000 years of history.

* The popular 48-page format includes
concise text packed with specific
information, some 40 photographs,
maps and diagrams, and eight full-colour
plates of uniformed figures.

OSPREY
MILITARY

At its peak the Italian Army contributed

2.5 million troops to the Axis war effort.
English-speaking readers tend to think of
this army in terms of the North African
campaign; but far more Italian troops served
in other theatres. They invaded, and later bore
the major burden of occupying, the Balkan
countries; and Ifaly sent 250,000 troops to
fight on the Russian Front. In this, the first
of a three-part study, Philip Jowett covers the
European theatre - including Russia - from
1940 to Italy's armistice with the Allies in
1943. Many interesting uniforms, a number

of them new to most readers, are meticulously

illustrated by Stephen Andrew.

Visit Osprey at www.ospreypublishing.com

MILITARY

ISBN 1-85532-864-X

9 “?81 855"32

5328648




