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A group of Totenkopf NCOs retax
in their barrack room; their
accommodation is rather
spartan, but inciudes a radio.
(Gary Wood)

Subsequently Totenkopf was ordered to reinforce the German units that
had punched through to the coast, cutting off the British Expeditionary
Forece from the main body of the French army to the south. In fact a
major Anglo-French foree, intent on breaking out of the encirclement,
smashed right into the division. The light anti-tank weapons available to
Totenkopf were no match for the Allied tanks, and the SS troops suffered
significant casualties. Eicke’s men had to resort to using heavy artillery
pieces firing at the enemy tanks over open sights, and only the timely
arrival of Stuka dive-bombers saved the day; the division had come
perilously close o panic.

The Totenkopf was then tasked with advancing to the La Bassée Canal
and seeking out a suitable crossing point for the main body of the
German advance. Eicke ignored his orders and pushed on across the
canal against stiff resistance. At this point Hitler’s notorious ‘halt order’
was issued and Eicke was obliged 1o give up his hard-won bridgehead
and withdraw his troops. His clear disobedience of specific orders
resulted in a furious reprimand from General Hoepner, who accused
him of being a *butcher’ who showed disregard for the lives of his men.

Just two days later the advance resumed, and Eicke had to recapture
the area he had just relinquished, taking heavy casualties in doing so. His
division faced further sdff resistance at Bethune and La Paradis, where
the British defenders made the SS pay dearly for every vard of ground.
When the defenders at La Paradis eventually ran out of ammunition and
surrendered on 27 May, a hundred prisoners of the 2nd Royal Norfolks
were herded against a barn and machine-gunned. Despite SS troops
going in with the bayonet to finish off any survivors, three escaped death
and lived to see the company commander, SS-Obersturmfithrer Fritz
Knochlein, hanged for this atrocity in 1948.

In the final days of the campaign Totenkopf once again faced French
forces that included Morocean troops; significantly, here again the only
surrenders that were accepted were from white French soldiers.
Throughout the campaign in the West Totenkopfhad suffered much higher
casualties even than other SS units that were also gaining a reputation for
reckless disregard for losses; Eicke's division lost over 300 officers in just
ten days” fighting. The human material - former political police thugs and
Allgemeine-SS reservists, with inadequate military training — was one
explanation for both the high casualties and the brutality towards
prisoners; another was Eicke's ruthless ambition for his division.

After the conclusion of the campaign the division remained in France
on occupation duties for almost a full year: it is reported that in com-
parison to its aggression in combat, it was involved in assisting local
farmers to gather in their harvests. It was also
formally declared part of the Waffen-SS proper, and
received considerable reinforcements, including
new recruits untarnished by service as concen-
tration camp guards. Artillery, Flak and Ersatz
(replacement) battalions were added.

Russia, 1941-42: Leningrad and Demjansk
For the invasion of the USSR in June 1941 the
division was allocated to Heeresgruppe Nord, and

{continued on page 33)

PRE-WAR BLACK SERVICE UNIFORMS

1: §5-Schiitze, Leibstandarte
SS Adolf Hitier, 1934

2: 85-Oberscharfilhrer, SS-Standarte
Deutschland, 1834

3: 8S-Hauptsturmfiihrer,
55-Totenkopistandarte Oberbayern, 1936




TRAINING, 1934-37

1: 8S-Schiitze, 1934

2: SS-Oberscharfiihrer,
$S-Standarte Germania, 1936

3: SS-Untersturmfiihrer,
Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler, 1937

THE LEIBSTANDARTE AT WAR

1: S5-Schiitze, 1940

2: §S-Schiitze, Panzerspdahzug, 1940

3: §S-Scharfilhrer,

SS-Sturmgeschiitz Abteilung 1, 1943




SS-VERFUGUNGS DIVISION, 1940
1: 88-Unterscharfiihrer,

SS-Standarte Deutschland
2: SS-Schiitze,

SS-Standarte Germania
3: SS-Hauptstiirmfiihrer,
S5S-Pioniersturmbann

SS-TOTENKOPF DIVISION, 194043

1: 8S-Oberscharfiihrer,
Feldgendarmerie, 1940

2: §5-Sturmbannfiihrer of infantry,
late 1941

3; §5-Sturmmann of infantry, 1942

4: S$S-Rottenfiihrer, SS-Panzergrenadier
Regt 6, late 1943




F

POLIZEI DIVISION, 1940-44

1: SS-Oberschiitze of artillery, 1940
2: SS-Brigadefiihrer, 1942-44

3: 8S-Rottenfilhrer, Greece, 1943

ARMOURED PERSONNEL,

1942-44

1: SS-Hauptsturmfihrer,
SS-Panzer Regiment 2

2: $S-Hauptscharfiihrer,
SS-Panzer Regiment 5

3: SS-Unterscharfiihrer,
S$S-Panzer Regiment 1,
1944

4: §S-Sturmmann,

S5S-Panzer

Regiment 3




WINTER UNIFORMS, 1943-45

1: 8S-Untersturmfiihrer, 5. SS-Panzer Division 'Wiking'

2: §5-Schiitze, 3, SS-Panzergrenadier Division
'Totenkopf'
3: §5-Sturmmann

attached to IV Panzergruppe. It advanced in the
second wave through Lithuania and Latvia,
mopping up resistance; and was involved in
heavy combat against the defences of the

Stalin Line, where Eicke was wounded when
his field car went over a mine. Totenkopf met
unexpectedly fierce resistance and suffered
significant casualties. Despite this heavy
fighting, however, the division’s officer losses in
over a month of fighting were 82, as opposed to
300 in just ten days in France. It had also taken
a greater number of prisoners in this short
period that it had in the whole of the
Westfeldzug. Clearly Totenkopf had learned some
lessons from its earlier mistakes. During August
the division was involved in very heavy fighting
on the approaches to Leningrad, and partic-
ularly along the Luga defence line. The Soviet
34th Army was annihilated, but Totenkopf
suffered over 4,000 casualties.

In late September the division bore the brunt
of a massive Soviet counter-attack at Lushno,
where its forces were thinly spread over a 15-mile
front; the attacks were eventually repulsed,
leaving Totenkopf battered but victorious. During
these actions SS-Sturmmann Fritz Christen
carned himself one of the most richly deserved
Knight's Crosses to be awarded to a soldier of
the Waffen-SS. Christen’s anti-tank unit was
decimated by enemy attacks, and he manned his gun alone for three full
days after the rest of his crew were killed. When relief troops arrived they
found Christen alone, surrounded by about a hundred enemy corpses
and 13 destroyed Soviet tanks. Christen received his award personally
from Hitler, a rare honour for such a junior rank.

As the steam began to run out of the German advance the division,
now severely weakened, was obliged to dig in and by the end of 1941 was
fully on the defensive. During this period many of its troops were
involved in and-partisan operations during which no quarter was given
or expected. Gradual combat attriion had now reduced Totenkopf to
around 50 per cent strength.

In January 1942 Totenkopf came under attack when the Soviets
launched a major counter-offensive that smashed its way through the
Army units on the division’s flanks. There followed one of the great
battles of the Eastern Front, with which the division would thereafter
always be connected. Totenkopfbecame encircled with a number of Army
units around the town of Demjansk; greatly outnumbered, the German
units held on tenaciously. The much-weakened Totenkopf was divided
into two Kampfgruppen and, after Himmler's personal interventon,
was reinforced by air with just 400 replacements; this assistance was as
much for psychological as physical effect. By late March 1942 divisional
casualties stood at just under 13,000, and 11 of its members had been
awarded the Knight's Cross for gallantry.

An SS-Rottenfiihrer from
SS-Heimwehr Danzig. This home
defence unit wore the death’s-
head collar patch, and served
with the Totenkopf Division
during the Polish campaign. It
was subsequently absorbed into
the division's Totenkopf
Infanterie Regiment 3.

(Josef Charita)
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Cuffbands of the Polizei Division.
(Top to bottom:) The first pattern
with machine-woven Police
emblem; machine-woven
aluminium wire; machine-
embroidered; BeVo machine-
woven rayon.

BELOW Herbert Otto Gille is seen
here as an SS-Gruppenfiihrer

and commander of 5. S5-Panzer
Division Wiking. Of particular
interest is the Gothic script
version of the divisional cuffband,
long believed to be unigue to

Gille, but in fact womn by a few
other individuals of various ranks.
{Josef Charita)

The SS-Polizei Division
was never an eélite force;
but from its origins as,
effectively, a second-rate
reserve unit, it matured
into a reasonably effective
fighting division. A total of
19 soldiers of the Police
Division were decorated
with the Knight's Cross.
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Special insignia
Collar patches

Prior to 1942 the Polizei Division used Army-style Litzen collar patches in
silver-grey artificial silk on a Police green backing with light green
‘lights’ down the centre of each bar of the lace. General officers also
wore Army pattern collar insignia, but executed in gold wire on a green
rather than Army red backing. In 1942 these Police insignia were
replaced by the standard SS runes and rank insignia. In that year special
collar insignia for general officers within the Polizei were introduced,
based on those worn by generals of the SS but with the varying combi-
nations of oakleaves and pips embroidered in gold wire on green, rather
than silver on black. It is believed, however, that the use of such insignia
within this division was minimal, and that general officers predomi-
nantly wore standard SS insignia.

Shoulder straps and sleeve eagles

The shoulder straps and left sleeve eagle used were of the regulation SS
pattern, with the exception of general officers, whose straps were orig-
inally worked onto a green base, but later changed to the pale grey
underlay of SS generals.

Cuffbands

A cuftband is reported to have been made and issued in limited
numbers in the standard so-called ‘RZM pattern’, with the motif of the
Polizei eagle contained within a wreath of oakleaves. From 1942 the title
‘SS-Polizei-Division’ was manufactured in three styles: machine-
embroidered in silver-grey thread. machine-woven in flat aluminium
wire, and machine-woven in BeVo format. All of these patterns were
widely used within the division.

Other insignia

[t was common in the early part of the war for Polizei pattern headgear
to be worn, or SS headgear with Polizei pattern insignia. This included
the use of the steel helmet with Polizei rather than SS decal insignia.

5. SS-PANZER DIVISION WIKING

Designations

? Nordische Division Nr. 5

1 December 1940  SS-Division Germania (mot.)

20 December 1940 SS-Division Wiking

9 November 1942  SS-Panzergrenadier Division Wiking
February 1944 5. SS-Panzer Division Wiking

Gille photographed when an
S55-Oberfithrer and commander
of the artillery regiment of the
Wiking Division. Note the
unusual use of paired runic
collar patches; this combination
is only rarely seen in wartime
photos. (Josef Charita)

This photo shows Gille with an
SS-Untersturmfithrer of the
divisional staff, and provides a
good comparison between Gille's
Gothic script cuffband and the
regular Latin script version worn
by the lieutenant. Note the
fleece-lined parka worn by the
officer behind them - see Plate
H2. (Josef Charita).

Commanders

Dee 1940-May 1943 SS-Obergruppen-fithrer Felix Steiner; May 1943-Aug
1944 SS—Obei’g;uppeniﬁh:‘er Herbert Gille; Aug 1944 SS-Oberfithrer Dr
Eduard Deisenhofer; Aug—Oct 1944 SS-Standartenfiithrer Johannes
Miihlenkamp; Oct 1944-May 1945 SS-Oberfahrer Karl Ullrich.

Principal elements (1944)

SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment 9 Germania; SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment
10 Westland; SS-Panzer Regiment 5; SS-Panzerjager Abteilung 5; SS-
Sturmgeschiitz Abteilung 5:; SS-Panzer Artillerie Regiment 5; SS-Flak
Abteilung 5; SS-Panzer Aufklarungs Abteilung 5; SS-Panzer Pionier
Bataillon 5.

The following units also served with the Wiking Division at various
dates, but will be covered with their final parent units in future books
in this series: SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment Nordland; Estnisches SS-
Freiwilligen Panzergrenadier Bataillon Narwa; Finnisches Freiwilligen
Bataillon der SS; SS-Sturmbrigade Wallonien; SS-Panzergrenadier
Regiment 23 Norge: SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment 24 Danmark.

Campaigns
The Wiking Division had its origins in an order issued by Heinrich
Himmler in September 1940 founding a division of ‘Germanic’
volunteers from the Netherlands, Denmark and Norway and Belgian
Walloons. In order to provide an experienced cadre for the new
formation the Germania Regiment was transferred from the Das Reich
Division, backed by Volunteer Regiments Westland and Nordland. Tt was
initially named SS-Infanterie Division (mot.) Germania, but this instantly
caused confusion with the regiment of the same name, and on
20 December the divisional title Wiking was formally bestowed.
Command of the new division was given to SS-Obergruppenfiihrer
Felix Steiner, a respected former Army officer. In February 1941 the
newly raised Finnish volunteer unit Finnisches Freiwilligen Bataillon
der Waffen-SS was attached to Wiking; and several weeks of intensive
training followed at Heuberg before, in April 1941, the formation was
declared ready for combat deployment. In mid-May the new division
moved into western Poland in preparation for its part in the attack on
Soviet Russia, for which it was allocated to III Panzerkorps as part of
Heeresgruppe Sid.

The Wiking Division saw its first combat
around Tarnopol. By August 1941 it had
reached Uman, where it participated in the
massive encirclement  which netted the
Germans over 100,000 prisoners. Operating
with the Hermann Giring Division, Wiking
saw action at Korsun, and by 21 August
was across the River Dnieper. Transferred to
XIV Panzerkorps, Wiking advanced towards
Okgabrisk; but by the end of November it
had been halted by an enemy counter-attack
and forced onto the defensive on the
Mius river as the onset of winter stalled the
German advance.
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1942-43: to the Caucasus and back
In the New Year the division advanced from its
positions along the Mius as the German offensive
began afresh. That summer it took part in the
deepest penetrations of the Russian campaign, the
drive on Rostov on the River Don and the attempt
to secure the Caucasus oilfields. By the end of
1942 and the onset of another winter Wiking had
proven itself in combat well enough to warrant
upgrading to the status of Panzergrenadier
division. It took up positions along the Terek river,
deep in the Caucasus. However, after the disaster
at Stalingrad in January 1943 and the launch of
the Soviet counter-offensive on the southern front
Wiking was pushed back towards Manych, and was
involved in heavy defensive actions around Izym.
In March 1943 a battalion of Estonian
volunteers joined the division as SS-Freiwilligen
Panzergrenadier Bataillon Narwa. The division
lost one of its older regiments in May 1943 when
Nordland was removed to form the cadre for a new
Panzergrenadier division of the same name. In
October 1943 Wikingwas upgraded to the status of
Panzer division, the first ‘non-German’ formation
to achieve this status. In fact, though it did contain
significant numbers of foreign ‘Germanic’
volunteers, the division still fielded a very large
German contingent.

1944-45: Cherkassy, Warsaw and Hungary

The Wiking Division ended 1943 in the Ukraine; and in January 1944
the division was encircled in the pocket at Cherkassy along with five
other German divisions, faced by fully 35 Soviet divisions. The pocket
was gradually compressed until it measured barely 38 square miles
(100 square km); and eventually Hitler, somewhat unusually, was
persuaded to allow a break-out attempt. It was Wiking, the only
armoured division in the pocket and still well equipped, which led the
thrust to the south. Once the element of surprise had gone the Soviets
launched powerful counter-attacks with heavy armour support. The
onset of a snow-storm gave the Germans excellent cover and eventually
the break-out force reached the last barrier to safety, a six-foot deep
river at Gniloi-Tilkitsch. With no bridge and no ford, the Germans
were forced to make a human chain to help non-swimmers across the
fast-flowing river. Many were swept away by the icy waters, but many
more escaped to safety, thanks to the determination of both the
Wikinger and the attached Walloon volunteers of Sturmbrigade
Wallonien, who provided the rearguard. Of about 55,000 German
troops trapped in the pocket, 34,000 escaped.

In March 1944 the Wiking Division took part in the advance through
the Pripet Marshes towards Kowel, where it saw fierce combat during
April. That month the division lost its Estonian volunteers, who
transferred en masse to the newly formed 20. Waffen-Grenadier Division

An SS-Obersturmfiihrer wears
the Wiking cuffband on his
black Panzer jacket. At left is
S§S8-Standartenfiihrer Johannes
Miihlenkamp, commander of
SS-Panzer Regiment 5.

(Josef Charita)
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This SS-Obersturmfiihrer from
Wiking wears the aiguillettes of
an adjutant with formal parade
dress, complete with aluminium
brocade belt and the SS sword.
His shoulder straps bear the
divisional number ‘5.

OPPOSITE Cuffbands worn
within the Wiking Division.

(Top to bottom:) Machine-woven
aluminium ‘flat-wire’; machine-
embroidered; ‘BeVo-like’
machine-woven rayon thread;
BeVo-woven ‘Westland’;

machine-embroidered ‘Nordland’.

der SS. In June 1944 the division was withdrawn
from the front for rest and refitting in Germany;
but it was soon sent eastwards again, joining the
German forces around Warsaw in August and
helping to drive the Red Army out of the city’s
eastern suburbs.

In December 1944 Wiking was sent south to
attempt to break through to the encircled city of
Budapest, but was thrown back by the Soviets and
forced onto the defensive throughout January
and February of 1945. March saw the division
take part in the ill-fated offensive around Lake
Balaton in the atrocious mud of the spring thaw;
and by the second half of the month Wiking
was on the retreat as the Red Army launched
yet another counter-attack. The division was
driven back into Austria, receiving a number of
Hungarian troops to bolster its dwindling
strength in mid-April. In May the remnants of
the Wiking Division were forced to surrender to
the Red Army in Czechoslovakia.

A total of 54 soldiers from this division were
decorated with the Knight’s Cross.

Special insignia

Collar patches

Standard SS runes. Within this division it was
common, though unofficial practice for the collar
patches as worn on the special uniform for
armoured personnel to be edged with Waffenfarbe
coloured piping. A special collar patch for this
division showing the prow of a Viking longship was
proposed but apparently never brought into use.
Cuffbands

A divisional band with the title ‘Wiking’ in Latin
script was manufactured in flat-wire woven

format, machine-embroidered in silver-grey
thread, and machine-woven in a version termed by collectors as ‘BeVo-
like” — resembling but not identical to the regular BeVo format. A
variant was also produced in Gothic script; this was once believed to
have been unique to the divisional commander, Herbert Otto Gille, but
subsequent photographic evidence shows it worn by various ranks within
the division, albeit in limited numbers.
Regimental:
‘Germania’ Older titles in Gothic script continued to be seen
throughout the war, though a newer form in Latin script became
more prevelant. In 1943 a BeVo-woven artificial silk variant was
introduced.
Westland™ A Latin script title was produced in machine-embroidered,
flat-wire woven and, from 1943, in BeVo woven formats.
Nordland” A cuffband with Latin lettering was made in machine-
embroidered, flat-wire woven and, from 1943, in BeVo formats.




THE PLATES

A: PRE-WAR BLACK SERVICE UNIFORMS

A1: 8S-Schiitze, Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler,
1934

A private in pre-war parade and guard dress. He wears the
basic black service uniform; both collar and collar patches
were edged with black and aluminium twist cord for all
enlisted ranks, and this was also used to make up the single
shoulder strap. The S5 armband or Kampbinde differs from
the standard Party armband in having black edging. Unigue
features of the Leibstandarte uniform are the right-hand collar
patch bearing the SS runes without any other identifying
feature or number; and the cuffband bearing the title ‘Adoif
Hitler’ in Sttterlin script. On parade, he wears a white leather
belt, pouches, single cross-strap and bayonet frog. His
helmet is the old M1916 style carried over from World War |,
painted black; his weapon the Mauser Gewehr 98.

A2: $S-Oberscharfithrer, S5-Standarte
Deutschland, 1934

He wears the black service dress with Gothic script
‘Deutschland” cuffband, and the Standarte identifying
number ‘1" alongside the runes on his right collar patch. His
rank is indicated by the two alloy pips on his left-hand collar
patch. Headgear is the first version of the NCO pattern
peaked service cap, in black with white piping and leather
chinstrap; the badges are the M1923 ‘chinless’ death’s-head
and small size M1929 eagle and swastika. Note the M1933
SS service dagger, worn with service and walking-out dress;
and the Party membership badge worn on his necktie.

A3: S8S-Hauptsturmfiihrer, SS-Totenkopf-
standarte Oberbayern, 1936

This captain's officer-quality black service dress tunic has
the collar and collar patches edged with silver twist cord and
the single right shoulder strap made of straight silver cord.
His right-hand patch bears a vertically placed death’s-head,
his left patch the standard SS insignia for this rank. For
walking-out dress he wears straight-legged trousers instead
of breeches and kneeboots. His cap has officer's double
bullion chin cords; note that from 1936 the cap eagle
became larger and the death’s-head acquired a lower jaw.
He carries the M1936 SS service dagger with its new,
elaborate chain suspension. His cuffband identifies the
Upper Bavaria regiment.

B: TRAINING, 1934-37

B1: §8-Schiitze, 1934

His headgear is the Imperial-style field cap known as the
Krétschen, in black with white piping, worn with the first
pattern small eagle and chiniess skull. He wears the
single-breasted herringbone twill (Drillich) fatigue jacket with
matching trousers; these were produced in a number of
shades from off-white to ‘cement grey'. The jacket has only
skirt pockets and is worn without insignia. Undergoing
weapons training with the Mauser Kar 98k, he wears only
belt order with black leather pouches. Officers and NCOs
wore drill tunics cut like their service uniform, with all insignia,
and in conjunction with black caps and breeches.

B2: SS-Oberscharfiihrer, SS-Standarte Germania, 1936
The instructing NCO wears the SS-VT's new ‘earth-grey’'
{erdgrau) service uniform, officially introduced from November
1935, in its early form. It still features the single right-hand

This young SS-Unterscharfiihrer served with the Flak
Abteilung of the Das Reich Division, although no unit
insignia are visible here. A veteran of the Eastern Front,

he wears the ribbons of the Iron Cross 2nd Class and Winter
1541 East Front Medal, the Iron Cross 1st Class, General
Assault Badge, Army Flak Badge and Wound Badge in silver.

shoulder strap of mixed black and aluminium cord in
Allgemeine-SS style; he no longer wears the SS armband but
has not yet had the eagle sleeve insignia added. His cap
shows a common mixture of insignia, the old-style small
eagle but with the later full-chin skull. His Standarte number
‘2" is shown next to the runes on his right collar patch, and the
regimental title is displayed on his cuffband in Gothic script.
B3: SS-Untersturmfithrer, Leibstandarte SS
Adolf Hitler, 1937

This second lieutenant wears the earliest style of field-grey
(feldgrau) uniform, Introduced in that year. It is of a light
shade, of the same cut as the sarth-grey tunic, with slanted
lower pockets. A hand-embroidered aluminium wire eagle
and swastika national emblem is now worn on the upper left
sleeve. His rank is also now indicated by Army-style
matt aluminium braid shoulder straps with bronzed ‘LAH’
regimental cyphers.

C: THE LEIBSTANDARTE AT WAR

C1: S§S-Schiitze, 1940

This infantry enlisted man serving with the LSSAH in Holland
and France wears for field service an old 1937 field-grey SS
tunic with slanted skirt pockets, still displaying the collar
cord. By this date most of these tunics had been modified
with dark green collar facing, making them closer in
appearance to the regulation Army M1936 field blouse —
which was itself already in widespread issue to SS troops.
The M1935 steel helmet and the rifleman’s belt equipment
are standard issue, apart from the addition of SS decals.
C2: §S-Schiitze, Panzerspahzug, 1940

This private of the regiment’s armoured car reconnaissance
troop wears an Army issue black Panzerbekleidung, the
special uniform for members of armoured vehicle crews.
Headgear is the Panzerschutzmiitze, a wool beret fitted over
a padded crash-helmet; the embroidered insignia in white on
black are of unique pattern. His jacket collar and shoulder
straps are piped in the rose-pink branch colour of the
Panzertruppe; the 'LAH' cyphers are machine-embroidered in
silver-grey thread. Note that he still wears old pattern collar
patches edged with black and aluminium twist cord.

C3: SS-Scharfiihrer, SS-Sturmgeschiitz
Abteilung 1, 1943

This assault gun commander wears the field-grey version of
the special uniform for crews of armoured vehicles, issued to
armoured units other than tanks. One unigue feature of the
Leibstandarte was that NCOs of this unit were the only ones
authorised to wear traditional NCO Tresse braid on the collar
of this jacket. This fashion was later dropped, but may be
seen in a number of wartime photographs. His shoulder
straps are piped in the red of the artillery, and bear white
metal regimental cyphers. His headgear is the M1943
Einheitsfeldmiitze or 'universal field cap', with one-piece
machine-woven insignia.

{inset) The 'LAH" shoulder strap cypher in bronzed metal.

D: SS-VERFUGUNGS DIVISION, 1940

D1: SS-Unterscharfiihrer, SS-Standarte
Deutschland

This seasoned NCO has seen combat during the 1938 Polish
campaign and, having been wounded in action, wears the
black Wound Badge on his left breast pocket and the ribbon
of the Iron Cross 2nd Class in his buttonhole. The old style
pre-war collar patch with regimental number '1" is still being
worn, and his shoulder straps bear a machine-embroidered
Gothic ‘D’. Although a Latin script version of the cuffband
was introduced in 1939, this old Gothic style continued in
use long afterwards. His helmet features the first pattern
camouflaged cover. As a squad leader he has added
binoculars and a mapcase to his rifleman’s equipment.

D2: SS-Schiitze, SS-Standarte Germania

This riflerman typifies the appearance of soidiers from this
unit during the Westfeldzug. His helmet has been daubed
with mud, a simple and effective alternative to the camou-

An SS-Rottenfiihrer in M1936 style field blouse with pleated
patch pockets, but with a plain field-grey collar. His deco-
rations and awards are the Close Combat Clasp, Wound
Badge in silver and Infantry Assault Badge; he wears the

hine-embroidered version of the ‘Westiand’ regimental
cuffband. (Steve Brindiey)

flaged cover; note the left side decal peculiar to SS troops.
The rolling up of the trouser legs over rather than tucked into
the marching boots may be seen on many photographs of
the period. His right collar patch bears the regiment's ‘2’
beside the runes; his shoulder straps display an embroidered
Gothic ‘G', and he continues to wear the old-style Gothic
script regimental cuffband.

D3: SS-Hauptstiirmfihrer, SS-Pioniersturmbann
This engineer captain wears the typical M1936 field-grey,
green-collared field blouse as used by his Army counterparts,
as well as an Army issue officer’s field belt. His unique
collar patch bears a crossed pick and shovel alongside
the S8 runes; and on his left sleeve is the cuffiitle ‘SS-
Pioniersturmbann’. His headgear, an ‘old-style officer’s field
cap' (called by collectors a ‘crush cap’) has an unstiffened
crown and a pliable leather peak rather than the stiff fibre
peak of the regulation service cap; it is worn without chin
cords but with the usual metal badges.

E: SS-TOTENKOPF DIVISION, 1940-43

E1: SS-Oberscharfiihrer, Feldgendarmerie, 1940
This senior NCO of military police wears an Army issue
M1936 field blouse with NCO’s aluminium Tresse trim to the
green-faced collar. He wears the old ‘mirror image’ collar
patches, so his rank is only evident from his shoulder straps,
piped in the orange Waffenfarbe of this branch. On his left
sleeve is the Army issue machine-woven ‘Feldgendarmerie’
cuffband in silver-grey on brown. His field cap is the old style
SS-VT version widely worn before the new Waffen-SS pattern




Two musicians from SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment 10
Westland; note the ‘swallows-nests' at the shoulders, in
silver braid on black. The left man wears the old SS-VT
sidecap, the other the new Waffen-SS ‘Schiffchen’,
(Josef Charita)

- cut like the Luftwaffe’s Fliegermitze —
became available. The field-grey is of
a lighter shade than his Army tunic; a
death’s-head button is worn on the
front, and an SS eagle on black
triangular backing on the left side.
E2: SS-Sturmbannfihrer of
infantry, late 1941

At this stage of the war the service
cap — Schirmmitze — was normally
still piped in white for all branches;
for field use he has removed the
stiffening wire. The green collar of his
regulation officer's M1936 Army style
tunic bears a hand-embroidered bullion
skull patch in horizontal format on the right
side and his rank on the left. Like many
veterans of the pre-war Totenkopfverbénde,
this major has continued to wear his old
Oberbayern regimental skull cuffoand and
the old Standarte number “1' on his shoulder
straps; SS-Totenkopf Standarte 1 was later
redesignated SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment
5 ‘Thule',

An enlisted man from the
Totenkopf Division wearing
greatcoat and peaked service
cap; note the use of collar
patches even on the greatcoat.
He wears, unusually, a civilian
polka-dot scarf.

E3: SS-Sturmmann of infantry, 1942

This soldier is the ‘number one’ of a machine gun crew and
carries the excellent MG34, with the accompanying tool-box
on his belt as well as his personal weapon, the P38 semi-
automatic pistol. He wears the reversible camouflaged
smock with matching helmet cover, both in the original
‘plane tree’ pattern, spring/summer side outwards.

E4: SS-Rottenfiihrer, SS-Panzergrenadier
Regiment 6, late 1943

This junior NCO wears the M1943 field blouse with
unpleated pockets and a plain field-grey collar. He displays
the ribbons of the Iron Cross 2nd Class and the Winter 1941
East Front medal in his buttonhole, the Iron Cross 1st Class
pinned to his left pocket above the Infantry Assault Badge,
and on his upper left sleeve the shield awarded to those who
took part in the battles of the Demjansk Pocket.” His
regimental cuffband bears the name of his former divisional
commander, Theodor Eicke, and was introduced after Eicke
was killed in action. His headdress is the early single-button
version of the M1943 field cap with two-piece insignia.

F: POLIZEI DIVISION, 1940-44
F1: $S-Oberschiitze of artillery, 1940
This senior private of the divisional artillery shows the typical
appearance of a Polizei Division soldier during the
Westfeldzug. He wears the standard Army issue M1936 field
blouse with the Litzen collar patches of the Police, and red-
piped artillery shoulder straps. Were it not for the SS eagle
and swastika worn on the sleeve rather than the
breast, he might pass as an Army soldier at
. first glance. Note that the use of the Police
%, helmet decal in place of the S5 version
was common during this period.
F2: SS-Brigadefiihrer,
1942-44
This general officer wears an
unusual mix of insignia. His regu-
lation general's service cap has
a black velvet band and woven
aluminium piping. The collar patches
and shoulder straps are the regulation
Waffen-SS pattern for this rank, but
-~ his sleeve eagle is of the Army
rather than the distinctive SS type,
.,l in gold wire on green. He displays
the buttonhole ribbon of the 1914
Iron Cross 2nd Class; on his pocket,
the silver decoration showing award of
the 1st Class during World War |, above the
cross of a subsequent World War |l
award; the Knight's Cross hangs at
his throat. His privately purchased
a. breeches camry non-regulation
general officer's Lampassen
stripes in the pale grey of
Waffen-SS general ranks.
F3: SS-Rottenfiihrer,
Greece, 1943
The Polizei Divison was issued
with tan tropical uniforms

3 See MAA 365, Warld War Il German
Battie Insignia

during its spell of duty in the Balkans. The tunic is the Italian
‘Sahariana’ style with a frontal yoke forming the flaps for the
breast pockets. The extent of the use of insignia varied, but
full insignia are worn here, including the divisional cuffband,
Note that the cap insignia, sleeve eagle and rank chevrons
are made in tan thread on black, while the collar patches and
shoulder straps are standard issue. The tropical field cap,
unlike the Army version, has no false side flaps.

G: ARMOURED PERSONNEL, 1942-44

G1: SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer, SS-Panzer Regiment 2

This captain of the Das Reich Division's tank regiment wears
a service cap piped in the regulation white of all branches;
piping in different Waffenfarben was only approved between
May and November 1940 (though individuals continued to
wear colour-piped caps thereafter). His regulation SS pattern
Panzerjacke differs from the Army style (see C2) in that the
front flap is cut vertically rather than angled; it also features
a smaller collar, edged for officers with aluminium piping. His
left sleeve bears a woven aluminium version of the ‘Das
Reich’ cuffband. His shoulder straps have a double underlay
of Panzer rose-pink over black and bear gilt rank pips.

G2: SS-Hauptscharfiihrer, SS-Panzer Regiment 5

This senior NCO tank commander from the Wiking Division
wears the SS pattern black Panzeracke, with a non-regu-
lation feature often found on jackets worn by this unit: the
use of Panzer pink piping to the collar patches. He wears the
black Panzer version of the Waffen-SS field cap, and has the
machine-woven divisional cuffband on the lower left slesve.
G3: SS-Unterscharfithrer, SS-Panzer

Regiment 1, 1944

The Waffen-SS produced its own camouflaged version of
the Panzer uniform, cut in lightweight drill material and
printed with the so-called ‘pea pattern’ camouflage colours;
unlike the combat smocks it was not reversible. Generally
the only insignia worn with this uniform were the shoulder
straps, here seen with the removable slip-on ‘LAH’ cypher.
To complete the outfit he wears the camouflaged SS field
cap; although special subdued insignia were produced for
this cap they were rarely worn.

G4: SS-Sturmmann, SS-Panzer Regiment 3

As well as the black, field-grey and camouflaged versions, a
lightweight grey drill work dress version of the Panzer
uniform was also produced. This was often worn alone in hot
weather, but could also be worn over the black uniform to
protect it from dirt and wear. The extent to which insignia
were worn on this uniform varied, but this SS-Sturmmann
from the Totenkopf Division's tank regiment wears a full set.

H: WINTER UNIFORMS, 1943-45

H1: SS-Untersturmfiihrer, 5. SS-Panzer Division
‘Wiking’

This second lieutenant of Panzergrenadiers wears the SS
reversible camouflage/white winter uniform with the white
side outermost, and special winter felt boots. The winter cap
lined with rabbit fur was widely worn in both the Army and
Waffen-SS; this example has only the metal SS death’s-
head pinned to the front, but the eagle was occasionally
worn also. To complete the outfit he also wears padded
reversible winter mittens. A high-visibility cloth armband is
buttoned to one sleeve showing the ‘colour of the day' for
quick recognition. He carries a slung MP 40 sub-machine

SS-Oberscharfiihrer Ernst Barkmann, who as a Panther tank
commander became one of the top Panzer ‘aces’ of the

Waffen-SS. As well as an aluminium wire 1 Das Reich
cuffband, he can just be seen to wear ‘2' (for S5-Panzer
Regiment 2) on his shoulder strap.

gun, with a spare magazine tucked in his belt; his light field
eguipment is limited to a mapcase, holstered P38, and
behind his hip a binocular case.

H2: SS-Schiitze, 8. SS-Panzergrenadier Division
‘Totenkopf’

This machine gunner wears the fur- or fleece-lined field-grey
parka. Particular to the Waffen-SS, this garment was of
‘pullover’ design with an integral fur-lined hood, and was
provided with patch breast pockets and slash skirt pockets.
This private carries the extremely potent MG 42, and has the
usual spares and tool box and holstered sidearm on his belt.
He wears the M1943 field cap with two-piece insignia, the
death's-head worn at the front and the national emblem on
the left side. The steel helmet at his feet is the M1943 with
flared-out rather than crimped-over rim; by this stage of the
war only the right side runes decal was normally seen.

H3: SS-Sturmmann

Armed with the deadly ‘Panzerschreck’ anti-tank rocket pro-
jector, he wears the heavy winter surcoat of extended length,
with enlarged collar and slash hand-warmer pockets.
Despite its appearance this clumsy garment was not partic-
ularly effective, being made of poor-quality material with a
high shoddy content. It was as often as not worn without
insignia, but photographs show that sleeve badges were
occasionally applied.
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