ooy NEW VANGUARD

THE LONG RANGE
DESERT GROUP

19401945

ROBIN JENNER DAVID LIST MIKE BADROCKE




SERIES EDITOH: LEE JOHMNSOM

THE LONG RANGE
DESERT GROUP
1940-1945

WHITTEN BY
ROBIN JENNER ang DAVID LIST

COLUUH A TWOHK BY
PETER SARSON, KEVIM LYLES and MIKE BADROCKE

OSPREY

MILITARY




P pmasgiong v Comsl D s o 1068 Dy Dmurey Motletsg,
e Couws, Leapsl ey, Bores, Uvrom L5 | #
Frrad cagwey Somgrrraddashig i

B 1S Deperry Fuielerang Ll
By iy (OB B Ve 9
s il

Sl T TG Soam B gy e el g R e raneey A Jrreste whe by
T OO o esiew ok Do rrebed andor e Taoneghl Do el
Pawrta Acl, Yl ra ot of e Coblcaton Ty @ ernduosl Foemd na
e e, o8 e el S ey e e By ey Teare sl
L, e, e, wodl, cresgan Ty mooedeng on e
Wil e on WAl perresson of e copyghl Sevet Dici s of ould be
e 1o e Pl

ity 1 EDE3T Rl 1

Wy [due Warna Lowlei
Ty [ Enimagen

= ey Ly FEe Saea w o Rarme e
Cidirmay atecrh By Ml Raborbs

il vl o Dy AoEn Bromen

Dryuantin Ly wall weewe Ll iyt o5
BEvrtur] g v Prarn LI, Tiony <oy

oo e B Em a3 T aes L3

ECR N CATALDGLE OF ALl BODES PLELM-TD &Y DOFRET WL LA
RLTORETTRS AN ST 0N 2 ELRS WETT TD

The Wk rng ey, ey Mol oy Ll 10 B 110 dslngsomegr,
SCITWTE, TS ALk, Lirne g

T O T AERSTE A
B R el ol T ]

Artiat's note

Blagoars “ury Carm o Aole P Thee canies Cartieny Rrramrt i
pvaiatie o et see al reproeuch e coprr gl = el B
winina] iy the Pucidhen. A engared 5S0uE Se aodnesed 'O

Mika Bacrccis 37 Progpec Rosd, Soulhborough, Tanbndges e,
ward Thid OEN L

The Pubsinbors megre (Rl Dy G249 M5S0 N0 S0 COMBRNONCMNCE
e P Tdithied

Editor's naole

The Ecdeeer o o L b0 eopress fug thasha 13 Jom Pach aed Wi
G, D L Liopd Swe CF. DSO, DBE. WG, resprcivey Secrelany
&G Lhanrmar of the LHLRS aSs00aine, na Adrah L9 TesTi

Thae amacrd arwcin 0 e Finesdon o s T e meas s

Tros Caiesl s @ o e el Tacey o Spprmganre] D6 Thwe Loeng Sl
Dot Gormian, [out Subdnied i "BAY. Toa fedt han e revbad
ane A ostaied codmaay of o el 10050 fan besre saded

TTLE FaCE Wiven sl slures wrery slorred sl lormard T
Breda had & good arc of Pre, and provided 8 useful
‘pgrdien-Bite' fed e rear of B patrel - se @ Sdully 3T bl
12 s cost when R sfiempled 1o “jump 8 patrod in closs
Tunisian terrsin bn Jancsry 1841, Evary inch of spacs in this
133363 v wwe, e ronmsl cres wes Ve e, Deeegl) o
iy case the Brede lcader makes & fowrth. "Bale-oul

A R eraE arn el e pvalans s,




THE LONG RANGE
DESERT GROUP
1940-1945

INTRODUCTION

"Mooy wiosed e "Mool by strengeth, By guile
(LRI moita: The Fraok Ldmuadoan, firct LIRP Medical E4fficer)

Iy viewe e LEDG was Lhe Dest of 2l umis serving in the desern.,”
(Cord. Dhpuwd Starfimg, D050 (WIS fovinder, Speoad Air Serpcr

O 1 August 1940 one of the Hnest imlelligencegathering  unils evel
formed b the Breitish Army was dishanded b the War Oiice.
Aithorscd on 28 |une 1440, the Long Fange Desert Covonapr had been
e bolliant prodouct of the viscon o Map Balph Bagnold of the Roval
Corpn ol Signals, amnd the astutrnes of 2 columonist woitimg e the
Jgrf-rur: [mzzeite As o mmasde] Bor whot s piew commonly biessn o a | nrg
Fange Lrconnassance Catrol anl, the Group cur have lew cguals: vel ol
wonilil take sweveral momer wans o the everpresent thaeat ol a wides
comflict s make tie powers Ui b’ recadisar thie erune value oo such aouanar,
and start the bong haul 1o redscover the tecnigues ol belhund-he-diies
ieruniassaiee gl sursveillapee sy had won by the LRI v
R ST fronm thie Western Desert o the Acgrean, lalyv and "'l.'n._;:rhl.i.n.l.

Liowiecally [or the men of the LEDG, sl counties now loive LHEF
teams, whieh are ceganded as swdspensable e the nielligence
colleetion elurt, i siluatons ranging Fom counbermsurgenoy
Viewmam and Alnca o the retaking of the FalkLind Didands, Yet ui 1945
there was no foresecable funwe for a specally mamet] | KRP groap, or
forr that aatier for the reararea diss 1.J|..-I.im|. wprerataeas ol the Specil An
Seivice. Perhapa il the TRDG had retained their ociginal title of “The
Lomg Kange Farrnds” the War Othice might hiwve consaderesd them with a
bindber eve; but w fod o wnit wath “desent” s wde buapapaily
parachunng it Yugodavia, or direcing shipping srikes in the
Mediwerrancan, was a e toa much for the ndy-mmded buremicrans

[lie entire LA history 5 a |-.|.l:ﬂ-..ll1|.l|5|rilﬁ v, best left 1o Luyger worls
than thu, and ro the pena ol the men whi shaped 1. Here we are
enncerneed with the Group's operanons deep in the hearn of whan s mow
“the Socialist Peoples Libvan Arab Jauahiowa”, or Lilva o shoet, whiale
the main Allied and Axis lorces racketed up and down the eoasi, rarelh
wenmirmyg further than 0 Lilomeores from the coasding

lacucal veconnaissance into e unchaned desert wis nol a new wea;
grategy reconnatsance, with a flewible rommunicanans svdem and an
otfensive capalslity, was, Dering the Bglaing against the Senuassd in (49105
17 the Boush Acany in the Middle East had the wiay Light Car Pawols of
ay Model T Fordy hivwever, therr endeavonrm were largelv Torgatten
with the endd of the First Workl War It was omly the enthisiasm of




Lagnold, of two other sthicers fiom the wweoenth
proaen and sull herencal Konal lank Conps, and
il o like-mindded oivil semvane, with e
sssistance of the Roval Geographical Soaien.
which lr.'pl the toreh of B desert explosation
alive, so that by the e worlel war byoke onal o
the seconid Line, mos ol 1he speazl] dithiculues
seww il with mechanoesd movement aver the
shif g sand seas had been soboe] =many of 1hein
by Pagnold hansell,

Compeurient wih Ragnold's inerwar pourmess were those o several
lalans and o Lasgdo Admasy, o Huwigganian hese men sl Laer seive
with thw llale-feerman forves in indadual capaones. butl et an the
nucleus of an “Asis LRIMD e 1o the mvopia ol the Commando
suprema, atid e Genran authonnes” sospicion anl dolike of
"wn vrentional’ WaArtare, Whien the £ eovmpans Fovrvmased
“onderbommanda’ thes did s unider ihe dirccion ol the Lidtwalle
and the Atmctis [or cetan specilie tiaks, the revapoes being res
allocated wmhien these wore complew. Ay expencice o el
eapertise guncd wus thoe dicarded, and the goomth of o posible
GCeerman equivalent o the LEDG concept premanireh stiineed,

THE CONCEPT: EARLY DAYS

Fhe Suer {anal lus been a Loy poant ever arce i was il In the kst
Wrrld Wiar, s also in the Second it was o vital soiery of the Brinah
Empire diwl Commonsealth, wliach the Conusl Powers made
detcimined cifoats 16 ronmral o sever with comvennonal lurces
udvanong westwards aness 2ina. [n 1910 ey iretd the additional @eone
of stirningg up the Western Deserr Senusa (alicacdy hostile toands the
ltilians, and In extension we ther then Allies, the RBnnsdu thereby
Ereatitg A war on o ltodis, Supenor logishics, organisidon and racncs
v Mew Lealand. Sout Afvean awnd Boinsh mroops eventualb dealt with
ilibs ithreeat Lis thie i, e versatthine gl panart ol i g B nnv e e]
transpuri i war was demaoodralet] for the st nme,

[ hie Sennwa retrcated o Stwa m Oowiber 19106, believing thomsclves
safc [rom any further armck. In Februany 1917 Ceneral |Hoadgaan's
mechanoed ealomn, wail armosree cars, crossed several handred
kilomnetres of desertin a tew howrs, amd booke the power of the Scnov
[or the ot ol the war Advugee recnnnaisagice and compeesy oot wnrk
bee the Laghut Car Patreds preceded this operation. Fotmed from elements
of the Marhine Lun Corps (Mowr), Armv Sepvice Corges [ Mo
'l"z;un':nu. Australuan anid Aew Fealand :,u‘lv::mrl. matailedd wn Forel
ModelUls mith ¢rews ol three s rutions lor three davs, ties proved thal
thar sehiches could go practicallv anvwhere a vamel conled aml, e
llll|_llll|.l-ll'.||-. jeturt with suluable wmiloraueon. Fibieen LU were
t"'l FI'H'."‘.I; -l" e ill'nl.'l-l-]"llrlt [ar ;IT:Il'..Ilj..I'..i!II.I..rI'Ft Wil {I;,h-t': LUENALS Al “I':_' I_'Illt
ol hosalines, Lhen recorms and olservanons were veals Blod for lunere
referrme, and the Baushh Aoy heraicdhy dismissedd wuch warnme
*nunvlues’ from i Lo lor sorely nothung like g would ever be nealed
.I'.LJ.II'I;'

Twa of Claytons trucks dunng
el Grad wtusre by |y
Aggant |l Slrpiey @ vl

L arl, wad sumEsoned P :
Terjanlaa & July and Jagsted
of patrel with e rand of
Captsin [Oeneral Lintl laading

win Hew Dealavders. The
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Cngvraiet Wills demiby
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Frowm Camarsl Malers i Cairs:
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randirge.
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Sserviee oo Wre Fuost Wi ld W andd Later on the Honth=Yest Fronner, and
exlensne post-war desert el were harnesed by an inoatve mand and
Tnrful imagmmanon when Moy, Bacnold wrooe and gresented s paper on
the posmible wes ul a long range recounaissae lorce uperaing deep
inta Libwa, [n Novembsr 103 and agam om0 Lamsoary 1940 dhas far-
redching coneepe was sy tegested b GEHIGY Muledle Fast . whiose
fudebound menality was 1o bedesi]l Broosh operations from rhe sar ol
the war

Prosadenee smiled on Bagnabd an Ovtoder 1959 by delsing his ship
(o henva, thus passiag han under the nose of 4 goodd joaarnatist and
leading evenmally o an interview wath Gene e Arclubaded Wascll, whio
wins begnmmingg te plan for s m the Middle Easi theaue The nexi ten
months were wasted for the simple reason that very lew ollicrm al GHOY
beheved o was possilele o operate as Bagooid saggostod, and oo i
wanted e miate crosebondes operations e a potenually hosule
country beloge a dechmbon o wiar with Italy Ior fear of dissirois
prrical el militery cvmpsequenioes boi the vl Muhdle b baw, then
1|||,;r|'|,|,qri'r1 fuir wear T lisi l§|-|,'|;|-||||'~|. 0 see] yiit conpld et and oul
ol ile areas unoldnavely and wirh the mumimiom o imterferens e was
nev appreciaed s all apnl Waredl awsamed cononand

Once given the chance. Bagnaold more than proved his theories Bven
though he was ot prewnt tooeee if all bemween M Decomber V940 il
PO Aperil 1913 o ol of ool 15 dlavs passod without a patol of the LD
uvpctaling boelund or oo the (lanks of the enemy. This remarkahlb
vhimement wae a mbae o Hagnald « planning and prepracatusn arild
to Wavedls greatiess in aitlienising 4 wiall pew kiod of ventoie a1 a

e S = 3 .
-,!_~ -rri.L Pl ;




twrw whicn be Dol luad fow
cuiough rescarces 1o meet
el cvseriy ARG Yl
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need  wn fw
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Long Range Parmnls wonild

o plete the pod ure with a sorte o the Creat Saml Sea gl ooy P wil
the Tl rear arca o cosare thar any sty surpnss bang prepared
there by way of *An [alla woaildd bes peatraliserd

[his reconnassance was successfully complewed by Pan Clasi, une ol
Begzinuhl s pre-war descit companianm, in 13 dasws, with the asvivance ol
e Egvptian Fronbery Adminwsrabon from Siwa, Oflically they ol nuo
cros the truntisr into Faliae wrritory, anid were vnawary uf the patinds
miicnlivas, In reality they were old trends of €lavion, waad follesed hun
about 25 kKilomeues” inm enemy ernitory’ Do satie, caombined witl
other inwlligence sources, conlirmed the Tudban lack of aggroaion, anid
rrahicl Wanell nr mbiise London that the roure of the remforcemen
comnvoy carmang 2 and 7 RTR ta the Middle Fast could be altered w4
longer. safer voe, leadmy i e long min to the sucoess of Utperadon
Compass’ i Devember 19400 This was an exeellent stan 1o buld an,
and was followed by [urther reconnaisaanee anil harassing tsks on wie
Iralian lmes of communicalson.

Un 17 Dewnber 19440 Maj Chale Waggate armcdd ai tlic Middle Fast
with & grand'nq wehieme o a fogice .||||Ll'r|.|rrllr||.|; 4 dovidgan if se io
diwrupe the enemy rear arcs by operations trao bases in the $best area
l'l']'l.lll:.: iy aerial !I'I;'u-l,.:l_:l-l_:l-!i i Le v it mobile andd i;:d._'j_-rnil.rr]l iif
cupventiomnil logstice  Eventialls
engagmy mapor enemy owuly and detcamyg them. Thiv scheme was
sutficiently anras ine, amd hvproiotcally presented by Wigate, for i be
cunsedered sonoasly 0 the Uk, and ETVET 2 hsani g at l’+”ll Al palalle
Eaaur, with thie prowiu “theat thiesr deserr muat”, Bagnnoded, take a4 Joak aric

Bagnold ouickly realised that the "Wingate shiciuc’
Ll gy, Lt with |i.lll1..' feal iitll.lcq HIETETE] el Berrain, u.'!|:=.|, E- I} Hl-n.u!-r II_:-I"'I

1-*]1“_4-11:' -I_'Lil..l-l..llll'll'l'i ||||1. ’"nr

was gowsd 1

corsumption, and the ar o grovund trepport avarlable o a stanved
Midetle East commaud. He accordingly pou up a i for a mocdificd
Wingare' bascd in part on Stage [ of b ongieal concepe. (Stage | was
reconmassance and haressment: Stage [ expanuon of operations o
include cooperabon with the Free Preach w gain ther revoginiuen
1% A r.uh* rl.t!n ...1."1' (L8] h’-!nt [ = ,‘h:a;l'- Tﬂ'q-'r.ﬂ'h l.!m.l ll-l- II.-l:,.ru L ot B
not the musers in their onn annexed rormony ) Saage 1L called o

Y-
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the expansion of the LRP i 2 desan mechanised force wath
i onwra antegral artillery, Dght armour and infanury baced nn portees and
[{beon  trocks, an  atr component lor close ar support  and
recomnalsance, all operating as separate enuties shich only comlnned
fur an operation and then dispersed.

The wheme wus cogeally argued. wath veribable data and
comclinsdons, Many of its argumens were accepted by GHOY, b the vose,
ui Lerms of exclusive ur sappont and manpower, was more than ties
were prepared qo pay The resalt was thar Wingate departed o “Gidean
Foree' in Erivea, and laer w nuse the Long Range Peoetration
Brigades, or Chindita m the Far East on much the sume hines as his
rejerted scheme; anmd Bagnoeld implemenwd ‘mulified Bagnold
wheme’ with the acquisition of 10-ton tucks for desert ormals and the
formation, in August 1941, of w iy antillery and ank conungeat i the
1RDEG. Bagnald himsell was 2l “dirked upatairs’ m Auguae 191 andd
given the umposing Utle of “Inspector of Desert Troops' 10 plan the
ralsing of (urther desert LRRF units, with the Grovp command passing
i hu secomidancomnmand, Gay Prendergad KTR. Oaly the Indian
Lastie Bange Souadron rewtliedd from this move before enthusiasan fo
spevial unin again waned and Bagnold was mewcd Dack 1o his old
Signals profewsion, eflectively losing him am [urther contral of decp
desell uperations.

Bagnuld's Sty [ coocepr, though sounder than Wingate s,
n'prnu:tul a diversion of #tlar from what was seen as the mayor task of
engaging and deteatmg the enetny s main forces in batle, The idea
|T1|F.h| well liave wori hied v the scale ]rrrulhm'd. VT Ll:l-—llp',}l 1hrl':ru|||1
Artillery Section diseowered that the portee’d 2-pdr and the mnk were
ey e ledy for their sort of desert operations.

Whatever the cwmonme of a Tull Stage 115 |||||§|11 have been. the
principlea of the "modified Bagnold scheme’ with [urther addinons
from Prendergast and the Group latelhgence (Mhcer, Bl honneds
Shaw, served the Group well in the desent campagios, proving Laddell
Hart's wuism: Surprise w the supreme vrlue of warfare, onginalit

ol mind the quality thal

breeds i’ "Ouoigimaliy o
miLnel’ thers  coertmnls
was throughout the LRI,
amel 12 1 saamped indeiibily
it all e OpeTatans
Conipled with  thotough
amed efficienn proe planiing
sl preparaton b et eil
srdeas and andnimum
casuaalties  in achieving
their  objectives. (M the
WU e wni ::a-ll-ruljlnnn Fear
which there are recoreds
only a  handtul  tailed,
and  then wwally due
michanical alure, agem
jccalcitranece, or owenls
oaitade LRDG control




PERSONNEL

Frum practal expeniencs thie Groupy suctemipe Lih = Bagmald
Prendergast, Easonsunith and Lloyd Owen - knew the spedial qualivies
necded for pamrol work: sslaeliance, miogniy, adbpabihin, momtie
amd the gouxd humowr o mie well wich a small group o long, svelated
perads of tension or boredom. All this = phs drming and sioplc
mcehanical repairy, handling a vanety of weapons, operabing a radia or
mavigating, Coomon enough nowadays, but in shon supply in the
Brnsh Army of 1940, when t:-lll}u:utiwh‘ few men were trained in Lhese
skille, andd thowe were already fully emplosed. pomanly i armaour,
artillery apd siymals unils

A far larger proportion of suitable men wore available among the
Australun and New Tealand lormatons, whose levels af vehicle
ownership in cvilian lite were high, and simple guunienance
commonplace 10 poliled Lumen. Gen. Blamey of the Mdistralians was
A hed B, in June 1500, but T«)i atiabbe o v-opetute with the
projdt, as he was under instnctions frean i own gaaernieinl Lo
cnsury that his men fought wgetlr as the ALF and oot dispersed o
wcked] Bayisls wisiis Simibar instructions were cumrent u the XZEF: bait
Brg. Purtick, acting GOC of the NA Dviaon, aw not only the
p-:.uﬂuluu-q o the mew wnet, bt also e In-I|'||li.1I warnmiing value 1o the
underemploved and newly pquipping N7 force. 8o i was agreed m June
1910, much to the COs' displeasure, W release men an lang loan hom
the Divisional Cavalry Regiment and  oibier s withe suwitabile
Wl LN eers lu:n',iuirl! thiv were renirmed a1 onee when eeded by the
NAEF ©his decision was alw endorsed s “Tiny” Frevherg nn his armival
i Uie Munldle Fast, forming a comncrswone (o the Commaormeealin
characier of the LEDG which it never loar (indeed, Fievberg's vwn s
jomed the Group and was wounded m acton with them ),

In 1'% Southesn Rbaxdesian serving with Briusds (and larer, Sourh
Alrican) reguments were recnated intn S Parral. Indians from the cavalry
regaments in the Indian motor bngades wore wsed 10 the Indian Long
Hamige Syl l.l.llltrl'l withi Boiiishi wilioess and sepiiion N0k

The main Britsh units provding men werre the

Hrg.ldr af Guards (o6 a i bosis: oFicers and
men other than specialinty being  replaced
regularly) o € Pabml; and the Yeomanry
regaments al the Cavalny Divsion. redforming intio
the 10th Armoured Divisson = althoogh here the
first call FH':IdLI.L-fIJ i lurge number aof men whom
thear U1 N were anyinus in :hl:up- b fuire yeanling
L AEnOAIr, Casing a3 two month delay in Y Patrol s
formatisn while ithe real ssdluntecrs were woried
rae

Plans tor patiods drawn rom lighland, Green-
jacket and Home County rr:._.,"um'ul:ll ETOUpIngs
were trmraled duoes o manposcer shortages, and
unit reluctance w part with @ omany keen
vorluntesrs, Tt was ot wousial hisr g man o doop
rank o get into the LRI, and there was abwans

B Karvredy Shaw, Group
intelligence Oficer. in troecal
Habran asst and (oe somilnrisr,
slmrcis BT e redaybiatiae
Bhacty' Rarestt, Qrsip
pariprmaste’; who Weari a
ereatccatl sl Ealsclava i e
sarky merneeg chil of Jako,
Jarvaary 1L I the bachgroand
o Plly lersd Chewended 131110
lreigs Fatiern 13wl of Growp el
the distdnitve s MIveas aw
wrezied, and role Be s gl
Spare TTe I8 the CarTier

[ogiar wiaitingg I, ad the casualty rate was bl




and refec few, Lidividuals dlid get it il L wiipa
i spate of thig, often w promobon lrom the ranks
within the (aoup created vacancoies: and most
units of the British Army were reprosenied, wils a
large number from the BRI whu olien had more
crews than tanks a5 the resalt of (German
artnoured STy

Onee n, aman prosed hinseld on parrol or was
retirned o uml Selection was b interview wath
an experlenced parrol eommunder and an egually
veteran SO0 Yery fow men were later "KLY
||_]'|..'|!'.|H h_l]‘\.il.l'l_.: l]|il|. l:I||T1|"I||3I.:ITiI|'|'| andd the [-I!hl.lj
as a whole was a verv happy and ellicient
organisation, despate i high tumover ol men as

thies p:.nr_-uj themeelves and were ]"|T|'|-TI'1IlII'I:|
Something like 10 per cont of the cnlivied ranis
became otbcor and returmed w the Group on
CE T LR thiis L R TTTT T all “|m;ir|n within the same omil ol
formuig o sloach ancrease 0 knowledge and expanence that was
pellecees] o che vegudar w hiesement ol difficoli patre] rasks

ORGANISATION AND EQUIPMENT

lhe original organsapon of the LR calied o a headguarters and
iliree !l.lhlill vaily wl twe vilicery, 2B other mnaks and Lo
ronlercements, all canied in 11 vehieles bach ol was further sub-
divided Into lonr oroaps. in Leeping with the cavalny traming of the
majonm of the New Zealand persounel. Expenenoe soon dnwed that a
patrol conaled perale more ellectively when aplitm hualf, sath the sonallesa
sbrinat being two truckss Tho expenence was lonnalsed in auimn
%41, when the parnl was offically recoustime] a one ollier Ih
o 20 wher ranks in live o six vehiclec Patral compasibion and vehicle
ippes are dhown in the sccnmpaoning suenmary

Four of the specialist secions = Signal, Light Repar, Koval Aralicry
anl Heoavw (oniginally Marmon Hernngron Party) - were spgraded or
dishanded a2 thown in the mhies The A anld Sunvey Sections remamned
constant thromghout the desent canpaggn, with mwo Waoo beplanes
trpoy 2L 7 and YRD) (or the former, and three Ford Fis - lates
replaced with Chevraler 15%3X % i line with the rest ol the Croup
during the March ' refls = [or the laner, with a soength of unc
aflicer annd [our wither ranks

The Provisional War Esablidhiment in July 1940 allowed for 11
allicers arel T6 other ranks witly 43 vehicles In November 1940 01 wiio
decide]l w doable the strength of the wmit, and the revised
eslablishupent 2llowed for 21 atficers und 27! other ranks, conusnng nl
an HU and rwo sqquacddiuns cach of theee Dghting patrols equipped with
a tutal of ® osehicles. This denibling commenocd on § December 1240
with the arermwaal oo the Ceicarels (L) I'.,-|er1|_ foilllnwedl b the Rhodeaan (5)
Patrol in Janwary 1Y%4] and the Yeomanry (Y1 Patrolin March 1941 The
siath panol was pever fuomedd, the authonsaton Inctng wsend (o [onm the
Rimal Artillery Section.




By MLarch 19422 the Croup had geeswn fo oes Full soreugth ol 25 odlicers
Al 524 other ranks, of which 3 wore Signals and 30 were Light Repair
persannel, wgerther with 11U schicios. When lormed, the Indian Long
Hange Squadrom (ILRS) conssted of seven Rraridh ofhoers noe B
other ranks, tiree Indbap ollicery andl 89 Ipelsan othier ranks, [orned
i ann HQ and two patrols cach of o hall-patrals, with %% vehicles
baucally identical o those of the LRIE., although the anoamenn
fhillered

e Pauel was the basie umit of the Gioup. and memben of the
pauol moved herween the twn halves as sequired and awwed the vehicles
aumilarly, Un specil operalions extra vehicles, sach e g socond radio
v &, mnghit be required, and this would be drown lrom Group HO
Sigraals. While normally operatng statically i a foneard hawe the Cooups
and the detached spuadron [HCs were, arvertheless fully imolsle, cach
witnsi = Spgnab, Light Repaie, Stones and Offices, et = having s emn
complement of vehi lew

Cin larmanon the LR had 1o rake around o obiein its own vclucles,
there being noac suitable i e Broosbe Ao pveotorys. Dagieohl was
e clear i hus mind as o what he n-utl.ul:-:'-l. whinch wae a hghr Wicwr,
Ix2 coommerncial ruck The best avabable wos the L hoviolet WB 13300
whiecelaase Hiowt 452 ol whiwly 11 weie Punh.nul. [rom the Fgvpnan
branch of General Motors. Anesther 19 of a slightly ditferent S CER L
exirarted from the |_|_rr].||_4..:|1 Armv. enough tor ten tor cach patiod and
three for the HIQ). Four Chimwelet 1w wore acguured, b allter tnals
wore fowiid o be undntable: s weven Food VB (118 wers iszied a6 soo
carv=three [or the patrol commanders and the remainder lor HO). Four
teion Ford /Marmon Hernngton fan beav b bs cane from The
Southern Medterranean (nl Company 1o provude the badcarmang
capacity. It was thin r-1:|u:|1|r¢l that the Crntip sct forlh upestn s
atvenmurcs

Fiilluming the ux-week |'1|u|'||u wits bis Wi Ferean and € ol IIlIlIH..I.F‘r
areld Febouary aof 1941 after 7,900 Kilometres ol wome of the worsd guing
in the world, the tucks were n need of urgend :|.'!,r|.1|_|'.'||||;-|:L Ay

Enssevtial ta Crassp pl sy s
e CHINTIC CADRCITY of the Hedvy
Bicton ssen hers ol Shea in
Mareh §042. He srigined iR of
Bbout 40 torres grew (o wel
meut 100 lnrnes biy the snd of has
Camparyg . Al T sntreme e e
b Lamcia JFD & lowaari

g tared ol dade bn Jeswsp 154D
Foregrownd and bech-groume ore
Farg Walhilta |0 Noowmasy, ol lor
Aarned WELC TOR, HERMES, FEPPD
mnd MEFCULES and tactcally
rambered HET o LS, whak
wirs he mansliy of Te Grouas
Faaey il capacaty lrusacdisbedy
Gelvimd and beyorel e nearesd
White am bwo Chavrelst 131113
I g ewts, aad @ =g asl-e e
right prebadty The last of the
ariginel Ford 01 VR pllaf cars
Thee S lbor mwan mrlaely e
comamed, wiih ity own 30wl
Fadia lrwas, sperateds, ftlam,
mBSical ergerie) arg Anigsiors,
Sl ey rrarmoateetly Georsted
Trer Pona o gbeai &1 2 Foru
tarnan Merrirgiong wers
replaced by 16 tan Writes,

then Sach NI U, [hen e,

and lates §O Ford P& CMP ruchs
= @l wlen i slayw Lhve S lnmy was
spidt inte e Rear Elpment with
HA #a avd Lva Foreard Elamant
Wit FO0L.



&l ara &f tha White
in 1041, Dn e eriginal
the taigate marking of the
ol far right can e ween
T wver Y in Hecyw e
patch, lcentityrg MERMES,
- WO rmbers ars civible, and
arfy LRoWwn s for @

b 1 TBEDA, lowd Io srumy

there was nothing untable o be had, so in March 1841 70 Ford P3O 4x4
Mrewns were prossed on the Group. These wore much hoavier than the
Whs duc to the 'Iu.‘rlghl of the drivenn front axle. transmisson and
trancler gear hox, anid used twice s much fuel, this rlrastically euliing
the patrols’ cifccine range, The radiamr grills and boanews of these
Furds weie remored to asist coulug, which bocame a disinenve fratue
al the npe. Prior o the Fords heing lwned, and while 8 anil Y Patrols
were filling oul, they were tssued in turn with 12 Talian Fiar Spa ANST
lighit wucks o enabile them w tali, Designed [or desert work, thes
proved 1o be mwec hanically unreliable bur served a usebul waning role
By the cnd of the vear the Forrd V8 had wlso worn out, and in Ucmber
1941 cight Ford Bowe WT & PU uuchs were asued. Nothing el is
known about these seliicles, but they are beliesed to have been Ford FH
4 CMP wypes winh the Number 12 b,

In December 1941 28 Chievruler 13RI Australianeasscmlled
Canadian Patern [53owy 4325 Tioted wath the Indian Pattcrn body were
abtiined from India in Hew of a amilar manber of CMI At Dowts
carmarked for the Group but oo wanmed by them,

In March 1942 the long-awmted consgnment of 200 specially orclered
Canavlian Chevrnler 1588XY 342 Slewis with an apen cab, hullwidth
wreen and the Godredson 4Bl stee]l ammuminem sl airived. The
witnbsorecns had 1o be ttp'la.rrﬂ with acyis soreens; radiaton condensers,
gur mounts, vanoas beeckets for win and aemo compasses, sand ols
and channels had to be Giled. the body sides werre ralsed with wooden
planks, aud in the case of the WT trucks, special compartments were
bule.

Hreda 2hmn guns alse replaced the Botore This vehicle remained
thie satnatay of the Coromipr ninhil the end of the cunpagn.

In the spring of 1412 4 Willss MDB Scwt jeep way ahandomed b the
SAS: this was recovered by G Fatral and Later repaured. In July a further
ax were issueid ay pilot cars, followed Laer by yet more. The severe Joss
of vehicles during the September 1942 raicls resulted in G oand T Patrols
heing resusued with the previously discarded Ford F30s. The patrols
were now reurganserd vn a baam ol o Willys MD jeeps and Tour Mewt
irucks, a mixture of Ford F30s and Chesroler 1683XY This
combiguranon semaned until the Groop redommed in Alexandoag n
April 1943 for an entireh differens role

The Heavy Seevion quickhy kst the Masmen Hernngtona; these wore
replaced by four Tiuon God Whites Trom 286 Laod-C Company, EASL In

the spring of 1942 these were i ian replaced by

four Mack NRDs with solttop caba. From March
1941 the Gaoup H{_! wans el with Fat Spa W/ T,
Workshop and Cffice tucks. These vehicles have
neet been adenulicd.

The patrols were ongnally seosed wih ten
Lewis MK 1 Ml tour Doy Ant-Tank rifles and
e 3Tuun Dodorsy 1o give them a good woapons
‘mix" suitable for boeh -!['ra::ul..uul action and anie-
areratt work. Bren guns would have  heen
desirable, but there were none avimlable for sue
to an asyer unprosvn wmt, and the nlanuy
hattalions were themsclves short of this standard
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SUMMARY OF ORGANISATION

1) Long Range Patrols,
Augusi 1640

HG

Marman Hamington Party
A Patrd Sugply)

T Patrol {Fignting)

W Patrol (Fighting)

Thmeigh persorned shortage, onae falrel normmaiy
rivmgened of Done and made ya e ot of tha
i e

4) Long Rangs Desert Group,
3 December 1940

HO

Heavy Section

R Patrol (Fignting)
T Patrol {(Fightng}
G Patral (Fighting,

Titte change and dowbiing of stregth teom place 4 Do,
wiers O PY. poired. W PE was Sheianciec], & pousosent

ward 10 15 P, it perscaens] brought R and T Pty
L B Ty

=m - = o

J) Patral Organisatian,
December 1040
Fight Hall-Patroy:
A (MG Trocg (Green).
(1) Ford 150wt pilot car, OC.
(2) Chevrolet 30cwt, W/T & navigation.

B Trocp (Black):
(3 Chev. 300wl patrol sergeant,
(4) Chew 30cwt, W/Op & fitter.

(5) Chev. 30cwt, medical oroerty & fitter.

Le®t Hal-Patrol:

C Trocp (Yetow)
(6} Chev, 30w, corparal, Troop leader
(71 Ghev, J0cw?, Bators 37mm AT.
(8 Chewv. 30cwt.

D Troop (Real:

S Chev. 30cnt.
(10} Chew. 30cat.
{11) Chev. 30cwt, 2 i'c Patrol,

— = s S

4) Long Range Desert Group,

January- March 1641

RO

Heavy Seclion

A Sauadron: G PHL (512 400, Y Pil (9.3.41)

RA Section (21.3.41)

H Souadron: A PIL, T PtL, S Ptl (31.1.41)
oW N Two squacrord, ¥e Growd 5 5 Foval Arilery
ceRCTon W P O fhiy mtholiase sadh peltmd| (O
fermation B P wes squipped, for Yarmg ordy, with
Eakan Soe ASNT 300wt ok theow ey hanche on
iC Y FIl wpon By formation, o sarly March te Groun's
Chersrodet WS wevs repdacod by Fard F30 dad et )

=

8) Patrol Organisation, March 1041
Right Hali-Patrot:
A (HG) Trecp (Groan):
(1) Ford 15cwt, pilot car, OC.
) Ford 30cwt, W/T & navigation.

B Trocp (Black):
) Ford 30cwt, patrol samt
'4) Ford 3Dcwt, Wilp & fitter.
5} Ford 30ewt, med.ord. & fittar

Laft Hal'-Patro:

C Trocp (Yarow].
8} Ferd 30cwt, corporal, Troop leader.
(N Ford 30cwt, Bafors 37mm AT
B Ford 30cwt.

D Troop (Red):

9 Ford 30owt,

{10 Ford 30cwL.

{11) Ford 30w, 2 Ve Pa'rad,

fin Eowll ¥ PY lor oty ollciers, arcd G P over hal! &
wohackes, Fermanrmyg offcers and buchks weare e
it DOTY DASTOIEL, winicHh retimsd Thei Ty cnpsal
A Bgn wm m-orpaneed o twsa haif pabiols raered v O
A & edprng W PBL lrmae foen e eraeicle of Y
e O PHie O 25047 Son. VL Y ord G Pl owers
windnen 1D Lo for e tecormeng 8 Weiaches S, Tha
riw A Son - AL Tord § M1k, - was adminatered by Seous HO

e —

8) Lang Range Desert Group,

September 1841
HO

Signal, Light Repa'r, A, Alr, Survay,

and Heavy Sactiona

ASogr:RPU. TPIL. S P

BSgn:GPi, Y P;0641-258.41, H P,

— e —— . on



.mmmm
m 1941

'-Slgﬂ!.m mwmmw
Lgnt Repalr Squadnon
ASon: RFW. (R1.R2, TP (T, T2,

S P S1. 52

B Sgn: G P IG1, G2), Y PA. (Y1, ¥2)

vt Mg Sl 10N N3 DOCOME & sqaaatiron: P Sod bon
CELOTRC, TOY persone bay aosarbel Parces e
i mumbes By faiving in slze, the 7 Ve
e mesr o] Pl puend § ;

Patrol Organieation, Autumn 1641

15t Helf-Patrot
[1) Chev. 30cwt. plot car, OC.
(2) Ford 30cwt. W/T & navigation,
(3) Ford 30cwt, patrol seegt

(4) Ford 30cwt, med.ord.

(5) Ford 20cwt. fitter.

and Haif-Patrel:
{€) Ford 30cwt, OC.
(M) Ford 30cwt, W/T & navigation.
{8} Forg 300wt patrol semgt.
(8} Ford 300wt med.ond.
(1) Ford 300w, 1Mter.
(11} Ford 30cwt, Bafors 37mm AT
(etached to whichaver nal’-patiol
neeced it for a given operation)

@) Patrol ﬂrg-'ill'liﬂl, March 1842

(11 ﬂﬂaﬂtﬂ Z0mm Brada

Fora J0uet repsctd by Chivesdet 183100 in
March 1942) 1

Light Repalr Son.
A and Survey Sections; Heavy Section
(Rear Blemenl, Forward Elermen?)

A Sqn: AP (A1, R2), TP (T1, T),
SFt (51, 52)

EEQLEF'ﬂ.[.'.‘h G2), Y Pt. [¥1, Y2)

ey Eclion ramw Fag Foraeyd plamard of jon,
ter 20, CHWP Chwromt 3-(on oo

=

' ﬂ ﬂnmuhmﬂﬂmm, I
1%-‘ 1642

Mo, | Demalition Sgn. (10.12.42)
inddian Long Range San. [25.12.41):
Pils. ind. 1, 2, 3, 4

ASogn:RPILIRY, K2, T Ful (T1.T2),
S Pt 151, 53)

B Sgn: G P (G1, G2), Y Pil. (1, ¥2)

Mo | Dernolison Bon ., befter wnown a5 Popeic’s Private

Aarrry”, weas ey cetoome of the Groun'’s Sabciage Fir.,

erignaly arho eed o oeafy TR DUl nover 2ctually

formes, e PPR Liler wen Tar wparwe ey Tha

sganialion hertarad il Warch 194 when P Groig

i it Boirgan 1 ey el 40 rg-ooug for B 3o

T Docecyess, Geecs, Anaris, Tiogeniads o Paly

T oriy aacepiion was G P9, whch efter Rrihad Paavy

s N TR Fan in onendares Bre ad-parods st a i
-| ' ]

12) Patrol Organisation, autumn 1§42

Standard Haf-Patrol:

(1} Wilys jesp, OC. |
- [2) Wilys jeop, patrol sergt. !
I £3) Cnay. 30cwt, Y¢/T & navigation.

(4) Chev. 30cwt, med.ord.

{5) Chav. 30cwt, fitter

(@) Chex. 30cwt, Breda 20mm.
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W TOT W e P O Leswis in each
paatinl wias wwnn replaced by o Vichers

S0 30, e liuem M, amil this i]ll]"ll.'l:l
& p;-u'-ri lor sustapped ant-amrcraft
fire that two more Lewls guns wene
icplaced Lo Shartage ol
croling water was overcome by fillng
the wiler }.lrlrll. with ||‘_u|nu| el
With the March ™2 change ol
vehicle and e i,uﬁim.n alitimn &
hialving ol the ;l:llrl'lh. earh wis now
ﬂquiH,.lﬂl witdi frvie Loewis, oine WI3n.
Vickers mediom,  thece 300,
Vickers RO, mwn Sine Vickers and cne 20umun duab-purpose Breda, thus
ghing the pauols more trepower than the orgil pato) of wice the
arength. In July 143, as 4 tnal measure, theee San. Beowonng TR Al
Fatterm M were issied and prosed highly siccessful, 3 waal of 26 of
the Mk [V senions being mvennully Baged. Twoinch mortan were
carned by the patrols [uin e vasct, bt these seie ouly wed onee

during the attack on the fon at Muszudh, Thioeanch martan were
promised butl never masterabsed. The EY grenadedaundlung nfle was
absor carmed, ban again this appoars e e been wsel only cnce, Iy Y
Matrol Personal weapons consisted of the revolver So. 2 ME L Lee
Enfirld Rifle No. | ML 1L and the Thompaon subemachine gun. The
weapnis ol the Artillery Section arc i an accompanying caption.

The Lewis anul Vickers KO were mounted on local pattern swan-neck
maounrings that could be fited o sockets, three each ude of the mack
bardy anul one each side of the cab. Thase vehicles epipped with the
Bory AT Ritle were hinted with a weel bridge acrvss the body iopwith a
vertical viwketl in the contre. The %Tmm Ralors was mounted on o
veriicad pivon made from a beavy tuck front wheel spondle and roller
beanug, This spanedle was ramied on a steel wosde buliced dirrethe 1o the
chasae The vandand steel el with the necewary hode oot i the deck
was then roplaced. The Vicders and Drownings were fired [rom a pilla
mount al the cenwue rear of the bindy The Dieda $hiun usl the
carrcige mrntahle with the three ranl lege remowed, and was bolied
through the rear deck onto the chassis.

By the wme the ILRS was tormed Bren guns were hecly avaalable, il
an thiry were r.npp]ir:l tan this tiggether with the Boss AT Bifle the
heavy weapon was at fird the 47/ 32mm Breda and Leer the 20mun
Hrecla

thicin

COMMAND, CONTROL

- AND COMMUNICATIONS

Froam the very outset i was estabilished that the LRP (and laler LRDG)
was a LG unit under command of the Deputy e of Military
Intelligence duough the GHQ, General Smadl, Intelligence (Kescarch)
beanch, altered alfter October 1940 w0 thae of the Thrector ol Militany
Cperations through the Ceneral (Raiding) branch = a2 military covey

March 19041 naw tha acidition al
the Foynl Arliilery Bectien Lo e
LACG, for sitra Nisporswe whisn
harpaaleg salldly boalt Bhadisn
berta. Equippad witi a iighil 08
Lank snd & dBin hwiiper (Later
ropaind by a lhghte: 2% adr
caimed pories on & Mack KR &
the Baction el usad naby aaes
durng CCratade . Thaagh
efective, the poriss constarty
had te be dug ol of 5P sand
duw 0 s grest seghl Tha
whals iaas wes adged Feully in
wiww uf e Sroup’s special
addwariiades and limitations, snd
e Bezlion waa dabasded Ha
BRo0E Aare Dean fourd ol e
Secdan’s sorlian: e ke &
niulas srfargpertent of al B &
bane desol. The LRDD velucie
ad the wiman e el e -—
the hassm ard e Aledor
raching cf & 7% -pde. bmbar wnek
el bnell eria Ues froml of iree
bady evir the soare el Lhe
Ll Frarme qst@nided reaienos le
Eewir he gun maczle; and the
naring remps or B siide wes
miwe rirmelly el replac e O
pard channsls The Bavi Ll -
prebakly & Mk, W, theugh i =
met antirely Claal - wad poresd
I the warme way (Coevs ladd)



A misture of LRDG vehicke Trpes,
gl oriy Pk flmen
dprmiatiorn. Lefl, & Howwy Se bamn
Fard FED; right loregraund, &
Chawroled 131117 pelel ar with
evvered Vichen KO waidis, ana
-l-.lhlyltlﬂ o wendl Larm
BEFwRTl ae Pal-arec . Serwd
channes hang ~om e aides of
s 3 larvaer, Al e lig ol the
Sure are the Medical inspectian
Bosm M | and tha distirclve
| mamped shapes of tere Chevroiet
15833%0 patrol bruzks, with
governd MGCe visbia on prtles
Beside U fronl paatn

v fon Specia Operations Execuove activities i e Maddle Fast from
Ogtober V041
the responsibalioy of the lughest authontes in the theatre, theogeucally
ensnng tic opumum use ol vialicalids

This mirarit that the « r_u.'r.nln-n.ul iode ol the | '.r||||]:'| Wain

protsoninel and their warce
Cf Ul e L O behindthe-dines tasks mosl Lkel v ||||n.iq'll' Fantt e
[or other GHOQ intelligence soamees, and to damage vital weas of the
oy bignascic, comumunicacois, cemanand o conual petwork
..-bn|_||.r_1.|. TN th -|!||.|"! lll'..!rql:p: Eur| -

{lonmmol o the detachend sjuadrons was devoned o the Western
Pheser fleld
headquarters with a need for the capabilities of a long range pratresd wit
Cornup HO) also caree snuder Bth Army eommand when major operations
wiere plined requiring very close babson and guick resporme. GHOY
-_-a-r|.||--| i \I1|| fl'!i.lll“'l!. 1'|-|: Cobladii Lassd anda I:hr' [i.r-:lu.l:l .'11:_';[.1":_1 Liw
CHOY romrmaned s soon s Sth Army operanons made this possibie

Coordination of conflicenng priomaes from GHEQ and the fichl
[omuation were sorted oul by {_'.|n1_.'|_.|- ”l__'l' LEDG gy sdBieers, Laler
attacheedd s biah MOk acted as advaeens i thar ropedive commanders
il Lhe bost use of tie Group s limited tosowrees. Dok an apprecaable
LEYiE :Ilil [ #a T 3 Il'_l i (] 5 2] L i ,,d:u-l. lllr 1-_-"1 |Ili L |‘I."In r‘.rli't.ll .|t||| ik 1.':”].:.!.&.

botee, lawer Bith A, av the haglics lorinatinm

them Inui-ml.
recoiinaissaret e more suiietl o o armoured car unitg, with TR LECTIE
Iw"n-'-r‘l i rehecies .1r:.1:|. 'At||.|nl|t1| 1-|1-|-F| IIQIII'Ht three ll-IJIIII.l Wl 4|1:|--

I'H] saw the | RIN: nuemplinal on dhort range

e dowem fowr the siunmer to the deflence o kakra sl s outhing oawes,
all strategically plwerd on the mner flank of the Bndsh posinons, as a
I'rl widible anvhieas] fisr aa Liirid .|_1.|Irl‘-l‘ the Maile, thiere f-|'||:|'_: fiis '.I]u_':' Lt

then available, The TLRS alen sutlered bom being vused [or limited

recopussances bw Keestoroe unil ey managed o "break oat” ani get
thiemselves g Iv anbm Jiedd v the 1r|'l.'rll1l i e robaer [U4LE,
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Urnire the magor nusconc eptons had been overcome the Cronp coulid
condenirale on evolving rear area aperations anal Corniae sl with
vther crgansations wrh similar intcrests [o this w3y the TRIDG alu
brecame a guaranteod cvuncr service (o the Inter Sermaces Liaison
Department (A Middle-Eau cover name tor the 5153 the Wesdern Dissent
Luaison Uflicer of iR A Force decepuonists, including M9 X Section
e mient on sl up oape and evasion rathines’ GUR) sabotage
tearns, odd bodies [rom unite needing additona desenl experience
A wkght ineo LRI, methodds: Muddle st Commandes tmvang m
export therr band of vielenoe Dom thie sea ank 10 the desen o,
Libtwan Arab Force Commandos wnder 'rnl:nlr.ll. afmd linmalk, L
Detachment, Special Air Service Bngade and the Special Boat Semaee
untl rthey obined their own cansport. air reserien v poonead
prnirelabsle for contiguous  awgnmenis supporbang  man  loree
operations The desert became maiher crosmeded” with wo many agenioies
secking asasance, while otlens ||In1;gh:|1;,; therr oy fuamow” ol e
required Group assistance 1o get them out of an aapleasany souation.
This led 16 “Hl_:! ruling thatl the LRIM: were 10 crvordinate all 4|n-]|
et operational planning, so telieving the mucddle

Al isteation  and pr-r'-l‘ul.'mmug woere imipeccalile, whether ba
Gooup nr detached Sjuadresn ey Tasks foovm CHLY the WHE o Aith
Armn, once collated v Gooup or Squadron HOY, wore passed on o the
alfeceed sguadion sw paool e the foom of an nstructon sanng the
1-'-h1ﬂ"ll"|r' arart anidd AL TR T Liives, 3l the sehocles, |'-r-r=.=-T|rn|_
rations and eguipment needed o do the ol [hos formal lelt the
*iRiRss b 1,4nlflntr' open e e pabiol commander, who could then
plll-:il!n' his i I_Ill..jjj o st the local eondidens wnd knosn enenns
deplinmenia

atroly were somenimes puezled by die jols ey weee isberll w
perlorm; bt seen aguinst thie background ol many sombngonn plans
conudered by the Joint Planning St o GHEY Maldle Fast, who
explored projecty in sufficient devud w secommend accepanice, re-
cating o chiscardmg to [ ovents, unesplaned patrol ks beootne

clewrer. Ml repuiris were olten 1 Duwitesed gan L2 Et_"l_ ilelibsmiatinins, and

Pclirey 8 Fully aore venlocor sl
descending § dure meaT Bour of
L brw sy work b right srd
reuisw T trucks here, the -
ard | BYTHE s sl baer put
Baca s ity feet, wih e
sddfonal help of an Arab agenri
lamams i Ly 1w penled. & B el
e load wan patrod, 51 int in

Bt ek Momabas’ b (e b T
iy Jertiesn’. A rgee e
patrol Febarey weanonn ruck
resiaemitirng 8 dwel-prrpoes Disds
SR wh- Lenk et - asrcraft
samn e p skl -sdged
carmouTiogs Ty be o kel 2%
Bists, ot Porflend Bane s Blaci.




When sl wlurey wew sl

| well lorward the Breda had a
poad are of frw, snd provided =
| I TUl “RC OISR FoF I PR
{nl & natrel - as & SdKir 3323
[bamered 1o Hin sk wrban it
|atiempted Lo Sjumnmp’ @ patral in
Labrme T borraim b Javaary
{194, Every nch of space In Tus
MEXIXT i aned; the nonmal crae
(wrwm Huew ween, Hwsegh in s
;—-m.itilhﬂﬂ'mlnl
gt “Rale-oul’ verERslE sre
luﬂmm.

|.:I1.' 1]'.’Il"1'lll (] IilIIIII.‘IIII'TIr ol j:lrlfhllll.lr 'lF:.HI-'l'II- L] .-llql HI"TI i ailren

hinged an the findmgs o o pairol gven a boiel Timited o whar they
necdod o know L prescrve seciry

Communications

Froficciy in long range signals was at thie hears of the Group's abilin
wor carry o their asagned aperatons. Whon vihor units were sraggling
with the dewrt’s strange atnospierics sl (o LFI-'TI in fesnch, phee [ualrs ils
wore happdy worbing o base station several hundredd kilometes away on
No L High Power sees wath axctonst ond acnals, thaese seis having been
deagned tor o ranpe of 15 bilomewes Feen greater shatanoes were
actumplislied with end-fed Wynilom acrials slung between 7o

worrden poles The key wan osccilen tnuung, and highl comperem

Winires --Iq'ruh.l s af Bl enlds of the nei.

Uperaiors were onginally drawn trom the NA Dinasional Cavley and
Roval Corps of Signals persomnel with eapricnce of Merchant Navy oo
the Marcom Company leng cange More proredhare. Later operatonrs
were seleclied [rom the breegular VWeoortare Udperalors Schiool, which
trmneld other SOF operatcey o sala dhandestine signals weark
Fonalong louches were adounistered b the Croup's Seguals Olifice
whios mainvaned an exacting stanclased bor it o patrol could non ransmir
gquickl and arcnmrely i was uscloss, Equally, if the lse conadid not prass
trathic properhy the cffonn of the patrols would be wasied

| 17
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Nugnals cyuiprsent ncluded the Noo 11 HP sor
{ur the patcols, and a Phalhps Type 68535 rocerver [or
the CAIT naviganon tme check = and o listen
the UBBG News, and Ll Marlene'. The
copgnunications hase was al first statie 1o Cairo,
boust was larey maadde mobale i bogdsodied vehicles,
althougl o rear base set was afwars mamtained al
GHQ, Base radios were the BAF Type 108278301
at the Citadel, Liter replaced by the more powerful
capiured [aalian Tvpe ASH0/ 1 olten nsed in Italan
Divisional HOx All paflic wan CW (Continuous
wive o Marse) with voice used only lor interamt
conuct such as was required hemwern patrals ammd
the SAS commander in Oporation *Brgany’. The
Group as o whole used 4 wystem whereby
frequencies were changed mwice daily with the
vallsign altening a1 dhe same wme, The sune
frequences were never used maore than fece a
mon s, and all patrols were supposed to gue three
danly calle warly mwowming, e blay and cvening, of at any fime M an
emorgency, the e siation malntaining a 24-hour wach wlile putiols
were (i the [eldl This proved cambersaonie for the palrols, and they
were aver allomed o come up on e net at any vme, bt lewst onee
u day.

The Caoup net weed conde and Morse procedure which simulated the
many commercial sations sl carrying on busitess arond the Suklle
East 1o escape the highly ellicaent attentions of bsth thie ftalean, and
Luer the Cerman Signals Intelbgenee and Direotion Funding unils: thes
hard very hinde wouble in “orscking’ the nommal Boosh low grade fickd
condes wnd ovphers, until the sestem wan nghtened ap after July 1042
lillwing the caprure of the 2nd Staftel of the German MEA Rompanie
621 warh many of iis doousmenis ail Tell Bl Foa.

Mo patrol was ever compromised through the ‘aadang’ of s own
couled oignals exeept for the mculent a Lebel Shenl in Janiary 1941
when | Pagol was anbushed and all the eneodesd communicamions
usliuclions were capturerd belore they crraled b demstroyed, Fortunately
the rest ol the p;lltnl knew thiv was a ;umihj'_in anid managed o get
through to hase ‘i deas”, Idenulication of the real hase stanon through
spurious lalian transmissions was achiesed by operaon fist, and a
ﬂru'r:rlh'.'l- “Aurshicn anil answret” wsaon between the T Patrnol WA bar
wha had worked m the Ciudel radio mom, Caim, and the Cieedel
vperator who commectly answered such questions as the colour ol his Tour
walle

Forewarned by Axls radio clabms 10 have destroved Brinsh parols in
hiv wrca of operations, Bagnaold had divised a0 dever subsiitute code
hased an the rr-gimr-ur;ll ninbeers of thie Gicirdsmen in O Parrol
Instructions on e use of this were sent, agam ‘in clear” through the
ltalians” best decepnion eftorta, and coabled the pawrel w change
frequenoes, send a full siuaion repaort and recene turther instrucons
withouit further pposilon

Anuther type of compromise wiw oot of the LRI s making. but the
result of Cerman penetration of the Middle Faa Amencan Mibirary

F13 s fowang o 1 LXIND Gp sand
Al @ usaal, e Dtk OF
Tha load & petrel, clossly
fuilowrad Ly spae tpies. Mots
Viciers medium macking gun on
carirsl pdiler msusl shrseded in
CaTead, 850 IS onal Viciers
KD each side of the cab



earried evsryibing ressded
wperetioers and Tey cormfoel
in the becis of Eheir
in logpicsl order, le & ship
sea This Chewradet 1633IR2
trvac b ool s backisn Lo
Agn. has My Lerselin
m s comforisbie vy
a middey hail. The short
wivp serisl irelicates that
signalar ls Irping o
wTTh @ Dass ot o

A e’ Dlack Dook” code and a sigmal o Amenos whooh rofermred w
the pount [ RDG /L Desac hment instrucioms to suppront the Malta convoy
aperations “Horpoon” and "Vigoroas' The Cesmans ormed  quick-
real Lo forves Lo eet these attacks, and alerted the ansirip proicection
anils Desoite this, and an added aliee of Tuek Toe the Asis when one ol
the el Al Regl solilicss recruited into the Speaal Interroganon
Croup decided 1o "tarm his coat back agam: and hetray the bree Freadh
SAS team beang guidedd by the SHe onno an aioup, tie SAS teauns were
mmerted il extracted by the LRDE withow hindrance. The 545
CRPRTLTL el sigporous lollow-up action only after they had done ther ol
with the exceprion of the bemaved Fremch, who were practically wipedd
nut = which priss Jus huw guoed both wnits were ar ther reypecte
Laska.

Principles and Procedures

Lostigg tenim operations within enemyheld areas develop s unugue set ol
midlitary reflexes, and a radically ditterent sttitode of mind o thar
appropasate to “wonmal’ soldicring. U comventional operabans in the
desert can be likened o Nestr ar wa in wellas barted waters, fear ares
wivines are more akm o sabiong iy boats i pnchaned ones, far from
A10% Enrulhll. axalalalie,

When Bagnold [ormed his unie he aleeasdy bad many vears |
experience of expedittions mio the unmapped deser, based wiely on
whateser resowroes be and has [oends could poomvade Ton hensehea, |
ansthing went wrang they had o get out of the situcatson on ther own,
o rachos were taken, and there was certunly no desert resone semace fo
ek thiem up, even supposing they nad carmied one, [towas ot a shorn
sep 1o apphly this sort of sellrelance 1o the welelitiomual ful--lllrm.'- pomedd
by an arswe enemy

Phe basie principles Lid down by Bagnokd in his Trumimg Noges, anad
[unher deseloped by Prenderzast and the officers and men ol the
[erengp, are s swound thar they bold as good today Tor behindthedines
work as they dod in 10 Tn ellect they wrote the “Hirst editions” of the
many manuals and “standard operating procedur” wuse by the Specal
Forres and [REP unis of all natons wodn

All Group prinaples were evolved to neurmabse the matural hazands ol
deserr tave] ol o Bt the eneons tocat, oo tie g and on the
ground. It was found from expericnce that intelligencegathenng and
Uflenssave ODoeralons were Hesd 'l'-l"!"l-.-'lrﬂh:'ﬂ AV ey o fead ol W @
menden suirred up g hormen” nest whinhy coulkd
easily [lush out anv intelligenre aperations
running unetresnvely in the same aca, Foc (has
reawm parmels did Chear aps’ only on then way
homie o inielligence jobs, and GHY med o
beep SAS artacks away  bom thee LRING
surveillance positions, giving cach unie defined
opraling eones and mmes

Av the Group rtp.nulcl’i 1t maimtame=d a
balance  between  wlelligence-gathering  and
wilesive <apability within rach |1..|1|n]. Escry
operation wun gven o tadored max ol gpecialis

vehieles il personnel ased on the stardardd
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patred ooganisation. In practice thus might mean, e.g.. leavag 4 hoay

wrapons truck behimd and replacing it with another radio vehicle
Buitions aned ammuoniion kevds were also bosed o stancbard amonnis
adjusied according (0 the partcular sk, (Bagnaold s ollicially credited
with the wiea and develapment o the balanced ranon pack of w0 many
men for tenn alays, o Lo mien bor ooe dosy ete,, soeew bzisae fo all sl
(hanning, b Trucks were banded oser to the Lasthnl Bepsuin vioast as siag 4%
a patiul retarned, to cosaue that swhu les weae always oeads o oo
agraine At shont pouce, I ieally wigent, patrols would wbe oul whalever
riucks were needed regardless ol whose patrol they moght ollicially
belong w. Essentally the mucks wore speciabst equipmeont issaed
cope wilh partcular problems, grouped for crgamsational and
adminidranve convenience inn the [Bal L ET il st nre.

Famnl movemenr was ronmrodled b flags and hard signals when in
becanne pevesary (o depait rom the wended roule. on d bicakdown,
or in the event of enemy acrnon. Trocks travelled on as wils G oo as
prmaible o inercase therr chanoes of kecpany mesang on unstibl
terraig U one vehicle became boggeed thie otdsces maght stll get duough,
andd he in 2 postion o awst the sncken ouck. The liters” vehicle
dlwoays trase el at thae rear to dead with any serioos meechanieal Bahres
Disporsal alswe reducel] suloeralnliy w air avack and gave koo of a
‘wignature” trail for eearching aueraly

airoks maade the bost specd possthle, commensurae with the “going
= w¥in HI-IJI'I., [ ==vwr tais couldd s U Diban liwmith thie Il;_'lh o il Lai
ranging ahead to wlecr the bea mute. Straght runs were hmated 10
aboat ten klometres separated by oghtangled jnks of around  tano
hiloimetres w vomluse acnel scarcli Stnnlaily. appieeclios o duips w
rendervous were concealed wherever possible by movement over hard

Fard FI0 craw Lakmg cover
frem an mminenl s alisch,
194]. Gene sre 700 covared
end sacered. Eul can Ba
Brsughl inio sctior quickly IF
the strikce Sroves particularky
trewbisscrme, 17 was wall proven
LFDG procedurs not ta fre
salcre 1ha anamy: Inany eramy
Al breke off U atiochs
whe the lack of reaction
gl T e Think ey Tt
They were dealing with Al
menrmsnnsl b caglured Batich
vetecien. The slreicher on e
bodly side shows that this trues
e parryaeg hae patrel medecsl
Souspemant, and B Jartsanty ol
& rohdila 15 ik urPecasaarie



Tea many tyie blow-suls could
s & patrel 1 sberl rven wily
e generous alycaton of uparey
parviad by LGS fmsska. This ¥
Fatrol 133343 1 mivaiag L
Bgare wiuilly carried on the
maarskle Foreaeg boacd alrewe the
POL cans; Dol Pwo are Carfad in
i rmar hady, snd 3 ard
el wilh s wleesl iy
wrapped in lape and mounted on
& brachsi im fraal of B redlsdne
Armarserd i3 e usual Wiciers
KD an the souitls, ssd & Sin
Bevwring be the ceobosl e,
The nema COCK O° THE SORTH
el e rmars " ower 13 e
Blacn BrC wevte; O LaC-Tam
i e raeatad o the rear
Bndy pawis wn boih saies, el
oa wa Giilgate, bul the rames was
pEried on the reetiide beorst
anr The WD pumber La8 18001
il be 0 bleck, contrally on
.m-'llllﬂll“fl-h

:.:,I!Hljlll:| 'Ih-hli] |F|t e iracrks, o e |J.'l.-1r'-._: Falwe tranls IEi lh.t VE NI |r ||||".
Was e paessible

Lir sctiiriea Eavy waliiug Lis haly ar alow dlosn o 111'.|r11|.|.; 13 -.n.;l;l Vi
uraridt, lor stationary ar dhiveamenany ohjeots are band toowlenndy o the
desert from a fast-monany ancralt Good canouflage, discipline, ancd
he s AL I.'J.l!il u]ir.'ihl"r i ¥ [l I.|"I-r'l lI"-]-'l'..i- [ i Na ] ]ullnh W isdLicad
vvet flomann withioun }fll';; sghteel ?qu...lh !nllll]\ i !'-I|!||.;-u|:| [ B
(LTS while om o “roced watc e or waaling o Like the ollendye ar nighi
ol sdicn b Inpasscd by enemy unity s expert mvie Uiy with
netung and local feloge (2 closae example of this s G on the
Mardun-Motiha mbavl ack e hMoseinber 1942 The entire patmod, i
proatt wonct with: tie Wyanlom aeral up and the set operating, was puoscd
by a German motnreyele, stdbeoar and ek m conven within 4000
meres, and prosoked no reaction )

levnnnendcale e g o a |l|l|ll| i A ipurr--ui froerm the asr was Loe Iy ana
fowsh, as moch like an enems ann as pemable: wavmy an the aneral
wimetimes displaving @ swansbba o g cucular woodden fdise {(the hicr
vl fnad an cyually prominent RAF roondel!) oo having e wucks
imiarbed with the white beuterache (baawy mak] sinipe carmied b the
LMK to indbicate capiurcd Brnsh sehicles in German semvave. Clothing
was also delibesuchy nossdescope b thie e seasons

Il none of thew meanires convnecd the arrcrafi, the crews would wai
fior the anke tis tlevelop Defore scittening lrom the ruman tra ke Ehone
i e
roncentrated fire of the unedlooted mudks, smgle Itdian arerale uocalh
Baled wy press the aitack.

The ateuavns ol the RAE could b just an et aied the

rglit tie, s v dlie prbos o misas bacod el the

|_H|!|"| hard o eomvinee. Cartreniil-toeir sedenaifeation F..lr.-—h e red andd




white chequered sand mals wore caried by all pammols. o well s
rolourcd signal arcs and smoke candles 1 gne wp vend recongaiuon
sigials, which alwo covered inter-patrol wwld oiher grovind fnice conracts
Linfcrminately, with the cencmy cmploving so much capriredsd Botsh
transpant, pattuls ceossing the forward edge of the btk arca were olten
treated as Dur game, and fea men were killed be o Clveadl aranke
during Uperanon "Craceder’ oven though recognitbon signs were
dhsplased Vs just had 1o e acveptes] as anonher o0 des Fracascs ol Ureir
sperial work - as was ‘conmct’ with other Allied pauols, with many
lirewnrks baar tortumately no inunes. dunng the operadions under
Cvmenatca Comrmannd in [91.

Not all enemy aireralt had efoent radios v call for additional s or
grownd forces while they kept o patol pioned down, and some bad
none at sl s once tielr weapon lead was expended. or tiey thoughil
bectier of the attack duse o the weight ol e hucwn a1 them, patrals
cotld dip away it o LUP and avoid the nllow-ap sent over when the
rnemy reached his home base.

GCround-straling was nsaally more effecuve than bombing, and a goaord
srike on the mohile peosl ek represented b oo fdheladen ok weonld
set Dire b Uie ol Crews lroun damaged] wehicles wete picied up by the
wihers, and any weapons or storca suhuged then and there ander
cosering fire if the sitaton was “dicky’, or a8 won as the enenn luiel
gone. It was rare fiv a tuck to be totally writlen off, (e could be
vatngunhed quickdy wali sarml, annd tee Dy’ sehocle carmed enoaigh
spares to b most dhsnage shost ol major assembly filare. The Coou g won
lesath to abandon iy of its specialiy htted sohicles, and iere are imany
tstues ol rucks being ooddihol togeideer b skilliul Dreees, s Lashesd
back-to-haek i order to get them home, 15 any had o be abandoned e
persrtions was revoided aind an attempt made at retos ey L

i man was ever willmghv lefr baebioed followine eonemy stiak, Aol
2 men who were alundoned, due o particular eorcamstances, made
stcresshul unmediae evasion or escapes, some ol sluch mvolved
remnarkable Inrced marches of hundreds of bilomeues with very livk
fowsd and prac iy no water (abowl 1en per cont of the men wha were
"'I"‘]’P'"i bk 1o camps in Taaly sl escapead ) Patools worked oo asenes
of RVs desdgned 1o eope with enemy action breaking up thewr formanon.
The lirsi pe was wsc] i teenesat aund was kack .'lhn'H thie hme of march,
ipsnallv ihie sale of thie |_u'l_-|.ir_:|1ll| |r'|nﬂ halt 1o et or call hoses men aul
vehicles woukl make for these of scattered alter a
‘contact’ or natura] causes soch as a sand storm,
(rews bad individeally made up “hale-ou”
haversacks with essentiali and g walerbotile slung
pcar then
thenretically, grab as they went over the ade Few
men who did Cabandon ship” o2 burny oven
mmanaged o do so, and most ad w recover what
they could after an attack: a lesson lor the tatare
learnsd by the 5AS8, who have woace
developed the el osder” w caver Tor il
eventieihi.

IllJ'I1l1|I! 'II..]I.II.I:l'I-. HII.JI.]I. |]HT' l-.'"f“i-'l.

well

Dismiounied men oul off r!l:nm:: 4 run] weere
aften asited] by Arabs, soomie ool w o wion kel (or

Whiks asrh patinl ramrled &
mewdical prderty, e el
Offlces ren & snsll hospilal or
recabring sialon a1 Growp G, fod
shor-lerm complants, and for
ol g e e casusiten foa
evacuation. The MO v hed a
mot e Medica lnipscion Aoom
e Ueating pallents swsy from s
flaed hase; the Mu. |, with 8
pmrume T, sevd the seoocden.
Bodkeg ME 0 winich U o eeched i,
wire built by Oroug pasannel 1o
the MWl's specificatron. The is
tha WL, I, on & Chewrcdal 1311163
I [Bowd chavsn; the WD auvsbaer
waE LA%an, ana n cemed the
Lac-mars WO,

Members of Capt. Allstalr Quild's
M Fatred llsstrols e infermality
and varlety ef dress scdoptied on
sperstons Sun glessss snd BT




N Seitivn = the ageaoy contrulled by A Fores, |
wha were, among many other things, responsible
b the sewue of Alhed personne| from behind
cucun lines and had thensebves onginally e
delivered i then vperating areas by the Group.

LRIM: men are wipposcd 1o have camed
Toawd chity' = nows i soverad Linguages, oo of
which the rescucr might be able 0 understand,
promuany pement for the cfe cetimn ol the
bearer; bt if thev did, they were few and far
h‘fTHTfrl 11"“. Il'rnllr\.ﬂ'lll'ﬁ- "r M woeio Ill.'l"'l-'l.l l'.'l-
bzl Arabn hecaues af ther hatred for the Talians
apd their allies. It they were handed an to an N
Section “rathnc” i wually came as o surprisc, o
vy few ciews were bineted on e exidtence of
sach an orgamsanon - perhaps becanse i1 was
unly pust goiieg  oto gear o 14D and
coordination between the various clandewaine
apencies was not well doveluped antl Lner whoen
details of KY arvas and {nendly Arals Loahies were
passeil v to all chndesnne fosces Lkely to need
s infesmanen when planned operatons fell
within » Section newwork hecatinris

In addition o the “rallh VY, p.llltlh on the
1|:||u:l:irtg rocac] weate buss” Tl apprisich KV lor
eacn positon which gave a navigaoon check aml
|l.,l'.[l;,l,'|.ll__l_1 AvCEys T & I,L'H 14.“1;1:1‘.jnﬁ| I‘rﬁlrﬂli huulﬂ. hl:'ﬂ]l.ll. rrt H‘il‘lﬁ l‘t':i‘
cutgoing pamrod at naghe While the paral comumanders did a handover-
tabeover the Lest palr of ofseners plus cne man tram the new painol
were et w thein OF s g guide, who then backira ke with the ol

iearn and the sddioorce muan. The new o dhen boew the ronites otk
v anul could guide in b oo sunvedlance teams

Whien Al s “tieldin g :hil,n' of guides tor other units, prl"nnnh I.
Detachment, SAS Bngade, | RIM: patral wod cading forer commaniders
waniled agree il rlrnp-nl] ait] p k-l proLs | [HIFand "L U owihie
these would be ac ditferont bocations 1o reviu e e bl of compromise
andd o nasiy u'.r|::|:i'u,' liter. Passwnreds woukid be set, 2ndd “eneafl” timings
wirtedd out for the insermeon and oxiructon. Neither party capecied the
wthier wo remain ar a PLEF aficr the agreed tnmes I:...ll.lhuunh e ru.l!.-lil.:
olten dlied sovwith additional precantons], fur i show'’ I* saabaly rneant
operation hlown® and the hkelihood of 3 hanter toree mounnng o
cordon and sweep W collect any other maraaders sull i the arca.
Patrods later trwod o 1..::;- ol an BY wnd waitchi it Dioon eowoer sifter Uae (st
frew AN vunds b Frrnﬂ! sirresdul and mwed the enemy alent state
| Tiad way ey comdd ace withouwt beng seen, s roduciing the elunees of
being s cd’. Passsords were kept smple s as not 10 be borgoiuen
i the sresw of the moment, with dire resules { Dend Stmling: himsel 1 doed
s wn One rand, andd waas peom ey shot at close range by an ctfiownt 3
Potrer sevinv. Fonunately lor the 5A% idea, he had forgotien o pul a
vl up the ‘spour’l)

el inuines were deall with in the fickd I ope medica’ mderh
per parrol, with wainug by the Grougs don i e the mosdern cqunalen




il j'ﬂll-dlﬂriliu' Patrols e Wie cark ol were reliichant fo tale a non-
combatant, and doubred i they could do anvihing wonthwhile when a

dogcrm’s skill was really peeded. By the end of the cunpagn the
prderlies had proved thew wortds; they wore carmang we aprs, because
lIlI!'H. ATE" WD DLellE4 i 3 FeELf died r.l_ujL.,u_l'_ q_"pl,_l_'..lj”'L AT 11|Hh1' arid
Could pick and choose the patrals they went out with, The LERUDG dogtor
operated § snall :'lu'.-pll.-] al the Group FOB, only going cul on tiaps
aperatons such as ‘Deporned  and “Carvan’ with the detached
squailion HE or coguialent, or when his specially built ambiance was
required o brng o o badly sgural man and there wie no airlil
avanilahili
additenal wdvice by raalu

Fach patrol was cgaipped witli a radio amd hatl oiie Tally trouned

T II.III'H] nreleely i II,H"I'l In-illl_ (TNTREY| Py LS, d|||! vl nbdain

:-Ign.l”l.'T. wirh [:l':llnl-hh' a2 trainee o ot hj.-_;|;|_1].|-.-|{|.u||1':.|_'|i ]'q'r:-.n”url
amuong the rest of the men. A tradlic was passed in code, and the sam
wetage was povel scil ene withowt secncyplening. Sigonals were
destroved every twelvr hours when in the Geld, sl wll werkis g papeera
wele desroyved afler wse, Codes and encvphered signals astiuc ons
wiere carried in the Pt il eoiiiimaindes s ok b ®, wlive i viewer et his
reat i (thies was capposed 1o be o secure coniuaner, but for comenienes
Wowas ollen a very battered leather hrielease). Radio coutiols wers
always set o cero aller every wansmision so that caprure of the radio
truck, even with the papers destiosed, would not dadlss lead o
LR R THAE TN NS

Paprol commuanders and then secondsin-command ravelled in
seprarate vehicles o ensure good control, and w o prevent the loss of i
winie oo the edhaer s Billed For the aame reasons the radio Lyt sl iyl
(st patrol pavigator were me 3 thicd vehicle, and there was 2 check
navigntor, anid e i lsly anstlics +i.;:n.:]|.'1 wod saria, 10 At anetaer fnack, s

The welboonme sucorded 1o the
crow of @ ¥ Petrol truck by lecal
Agabe as Vhey prepass 10 “sel up
BROE i @ hpreg-up positon iar
e hind srsmy lsnes The
Lriewnmren in the LADGS reguisr
Crrenalcan Soerating sreas wers
wlmasl slhwaps Pandly des lo e

mihmmalion o U ey, or
bimilaed ahadimr lor Alied

s ipeas ard wysndore, ol risk 1o
heir own v an attituds
ercsarages] by armall gifls sk
=3 brw e Four. & few nere
recrulled &3 long-lerm agenls,
s rneen by BAGsh o Mears arcd
RCOe ol Tha IELD ar N Seclban,
Ao wasrs inesrtsd far long
perieds el ey lies by
this Group Tunitian Lrsbs wers
mare hostie, scltively hindsrng
LEDG oparations by “fingering'
I mitleara 14 Tha sy, sl semn
#n worasin Oy sciual emiasan,
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i, Ferd F30 30ewl
with QF 37mm Bolors A/T,

ﬁ ¥ Patral; Juns 1841

2. WACD EGC-T, AXART;
Air Ssctian, June 143
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1. Chevrolet 1311X3,
indiag Paitern 1942, 165cw1;
LRDG HO pilol car, August 1943
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2. Chevralet 18323X2 33cwih;
T1 Fatral fitier's truchk|
Oparatlan 'Caravan’, E-pi.mhll 843



1. Chevralat 1533X 2. J0cwl,

2. Willys MB Jeep; G Patrol gilel car;
Degcember 19432
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Sgt. 8. Rosa, S Patrol, Summar 18432

Pie. A. Tighe, T Patrel, January 1941

L. B, Barretl, LADC M3, August 19481

Capil. D. k. Lieoyd Owen, ¥ Patrol, November 1541
Cpl. L. H. Brewn, T Fatrel, Winiar 1041



spreadirg the pacred skills threnghow the formanen. Eyery ek was
carapy i wath e g st or et Lo, aced 3l careaedd
ttadfay el Uzenn wansil aand opebalind giedy s that they could ger home
inelependrith il prceaars Faern man wiso reqursd by bmos the P.ll:ru]
BAvy thear rurrenn anom aned de et ot ave] when oo the tune,
Al g dnaa way evre e ot IefToon s o on ol g ol a
landmark by wmwh be coubnl codlec b hearmigs,

When oy roael wite '’ aosurmimany o e el oadfie was went mach
cnehil, and e donger detuled wnal was gagamiied when wel awm irom
the LUE after having heen selieard ithroe patrals were dlwany
conmmattcd othe rowel watch ok o an raosal enhe: weas el e nn
e gawacl, Y fonngly was soanei ey o seanedbe 1 10 w32 thanght "here
gl b paoibe s werh ilie ool Loomeecshats beown octees v base te
pratcl crnmandes bacd o wzie upoa dewuled cepun o coanplete wich 3l
supvey anlarination. "l watch sehsle connrs aned e meddents, for
brpanng be b cmdderh oo Plos was el dlimas oue e Lol B Lon
$146 1T R b T irn lrave Migeraan e summaananins.

Fatredl pange wr =ndirance wan extended b ommong e ps o
suppiesuphtoed tnorhe Hews sectane g 10t behingd -soondinans paculs
witls a limanten] sk s as sy oo coople of agenis. Tnis aldiiinnal
Fac:hm woas adren Maede v of B the 1S ar & Foree tootesippbe ther
vran reams, el il wee are e beluove s coowan, belsed o peplenssh
Mian s Sauledboiimnande o e wae boare Jdunrg Operalicon
Satar

I he LRIMG: spalledd awir wilbs (e napacaion ol i iy warllihe
reciuals bl witke o gamnd leavening ol Tiegulars wae leaked ar things
Tooem a new angle and wophe dabferent wasoed o boovange ok erda Sozne
wirhkdl, arnd Pave e ddese tatel bcoe, esbwers sl on o were belore
thaar tione, Dlne such was Lhie sageestieg o the s ol 0 masader” thar
patrels chiaald are s Frward e §ank-cllere, aned call i arruieabrs G
anrthang wortbwmdnde bwated e e “reand wates Lhe KAk aopanas w
have sy s sawreay s il a0 wechiimgue wlhuch was o beromne
ctancdare practic e b L RIM- anel otaer vmits oparatimg st ﬁ._:hl-.': Laby
Tatiks  bater w the war Instea] Wies fbew aher ol Toielield air
e rio i Jaissiuaes willl vanialde so s ew

OPERATIONS

L.RTAG sk can be e iesd Fong v s ndhinees
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arwstlier hyee;

thiantelhge e e gethonmng WEIT] TR s Yooz tear chims L run
sy s ndy, reindoreeien o ard egisbey, pul improsang the
PPy vt arras ke b 1o Eavonue the soene of dutaawe aan luie
-I.EPA'.'I.H]T.I-I'.'&,'

(o) pathBniling aedd vorumier work tor oventon «andestinge oogannsatians
without the aane Facalies [on dewr i vasel o = [ RIG o7 neering




30N PTG and knwlede e tewer L esdract thenan
pawitingia bebiped the enemy linea.

[0 diresr e ron afx Hoges of conmmnmeatod, smalabations anliranysai.
Thiv carpkd vany Trenm umall harawangg aibin ks, ambuchrs aaul
aiclaving by ol cither smighe o mcimez S 2andy vy
Mlidimwival et o elles Bconcni ] Cnaees.

F by peagprl wnror m'ghl casnbany edecprritd ok gl ivp o [CEYFRNTA L) LT
pre-plaeied of eirendscod s cvends ooy chagrze rdee channehono
shivvs looem e LRIN a0l 1_,-|-rr|.:.] fppecs of a1F kineds Bered it e e
evenity of 1he devert war

With phe aitsal of the TPAK 0 the desert theare, Teaiimg e an
aligho shakeup of Bromeh ilvas and the impeaniom ot afnae meelang’
lazacker om the romdoct of the desert war pattnbs fagh coonne from
rne dueee aticl Bzl Urcnse et refureang toacpaihies asohe frear imes wa-
TYRL! L add dowr thre roast in 2ol lis Ruramr] 'mplz:r::lu,; bk Tun
e peirnl’, an the sy ol e sl hodd b e asvcoancae v g man
Hhdrares e i,

Fauo! upetatnmm sone s noocnwy 1had 10 e cigeeaidne v desconlee
them Al o g waak ol dies basd, ven weve w0 prac e b o e theere
wrwsibd b voes linde valoe inet oedcanw I e sesy natire 1hey sl lene
Por braey = 1o snniir oo Berinim s Il.-ln; pet T LAGI LG Rt A PRI T
punctitzted bvoshor bussta of vislein e ucinent ke refaping inie
pawiaty agagt Accoeding v oaimmaens ol ihe bpieal Ratlees an
haehtighoy of e booperetrsinal veegury wall be odesc i,

Reconnalissncs

All payis Inclunetd ‘poang” mlesiaiees as o fegalan batare ol thea
|r;'_u_1-rli hllrht".‘rt l]':u_“\. LT r_'|:|.|_-|:| s F‘I’ul:hll. ”‘u,l WAk ;lr”.‘lll"fl ka 1he
inguatm ot 3 Daanch an GHOL As reight be expecied. Bapnoled diad o
lasge hated in deve o il coneps o0 Yo" {inme me Cazalion $0e all
g ber e i el ccamu o and e uoonale peertirazl faeng rhevuls
supplesl b ohe Grocogp wezs wwdd oo ke planniag o Chperatesn
Tauwecler’, " Acmbud” ainl” Budralist’, amvng aumy anhony. aned 4hilsph
the Lanerr B l.r}n.'tq,juh'r werd WTSpReel the Lafonnaien whis refaineld
ard Late s weg pael e "1 oallisbie

treny umit vlenficanor wusy obuned neoaes cLasnn T
Prsoerer g alie anid caprured dissumens, althoiugh ta clefimirinon
thi werpcd of imformatinn wus eeomt oftezy Featlenme e wlhen LE K onnts
were amalwed for ateet range dutes Ssratesn ulsnatio o, druoe thie
wirie wil sl mearves, was ganed whoen p;u--h milttared well mn thie
Ul (Edr aeat. An mpemows esanmp e el the wan Llmtan’s
Pecemnaisaaner ol Liwennal where 8w I e bl o appg vach imaer
i atlzales olion cimagh (o gt the devinls I1|.1||||II|:II, andl s euiletary fimsl
fuiael wonld bee unihikelv i wnne the dlisne mvien T T sl
hane bera vty iscrtend, CListon {Petebie stoosped b came) anid e
tastvaritlry Maals i b 1vcks aneen the hioipdreeda oF Lilometies
beoween the TREVG huw acl the tugee stroppust conn ofl cniblerred
livern 2 week bowce Pron ot ol seurbacl KA, et ictured home with a
cutliprate sepeart, havieg Ieie the lladags |.l-|:.1.1r|1.]h' 1LTmare ol the
[ 1e L dbieadn.



‘Aand Wt - comer]

nuresl lancs of snenry Tain
supply reales -« was 8 danywnead
snd sascting job. Ters men ot 8
tiren mavrsd pocilons ler T4
REWIE, ROTNY Fvery Rem ol
snamy Taffice. A1 night they althe
clesnd wup ko the rosd, er relied
egr saund and silhcustia. Raticns
wnd wrater balPas wers bopresd
sionguice (e M 1o kg ool
and cut of saghl. Waaosns sere
il slways carrmed U mdea beeing
that i surprined dirty, scouffy and
wrarrsd thay ceull pass
hemaeives oF1 4% FICEgsed oF
rusders from an overmun uail
Thee rest of thea peatrol sowuskd e
have & chance of moving the road
gl sy sariare wrtbel

Lol kGrpe rerm @ prone posltion

Intelligence gathering and survey

‘Reconnussance maurzlly (ows onne ol “smell-
fecdback which ia
'I-L'“-HL‘:I]L"I.L:I:II“ LR N ilh llhil:'l.'1.l'l-l.' ] Itlfrl-l'll'li
Prepdergast  had the dea of masintuining

surveillance on the haed o :uppl‘r Folcs

IgTmT e L i E] ]IH (Tl oY

alisng the coast. shen p.l11u'| red O A AN e
missiony demonstrated the Teasibility ol
contmitriis Clandestine access wnd the vialality of
Il']'_l.lr‘lllilﬂ |IJILII||]{"'-|.I‘.‘I1 il”!ll tlll' l."|ll'|||'|.'l lI"I-II:'L-
vard, The concept appealed mo LHU) Widdle Faa
as a puricnal Swindew o the ooy Lasder’,
anael, daje we iy il now, a8 a plassible reaon by
which the enemy, if they disiovered . meghi
caplan curoses Bl abvaine hiwlodyge ol
thar suengths and '|.r|..un which acmallv came
Irom their own deaphered (38m and Emigma

‘Lhra  anelligenee” (il
wiiellgenee derved frowm “cracking’ the eaemy ovphers on a continuoua
hausi was lormunarely never “hlown™: and the | RDG “road watch” gave
mvahhle collaeral, ohen quoted insignals bevween Caiioand London
al the lighest lesels, when the imrlfh.;rn-.'f wtalls and --}H'FMII-II-'I!
planners came 10 weigh up Rommel s capaciy tor offensse acton. The
fasx thar his capabilioes and inenoons wore misjudgod does no rellect
I.H. sAELS el LD '.!Jll' j..-RIJ'{i .ll}'li-'l""r'Fl"ll"l'll-

The reporting eostem and valaes mught seem onelds by woday's
starlardls. Fhodograpiy was not uscd, patly due o the problems ol
cuncealment and the hmutavons of existung technology m the mexpert
hands ol tronpe with mare on therr mineds than getiing ther esjenares
right, el partly because the blea had ver w e properly explored as an
milellgvneegahenng mediam. An example of the posabilitics was
demonstraterd an the ‘road warch”™ i March 1942 whien an AFPL
camerarmim, ko b oae part of an inspued public celadons’ exercise,
Wik excellent will and e Hlm ol enemy transport in brosad dbnhighe

Irapysiissiisgm L .H-:Il. Llallig IlJI

ot lend

and warhont dweovery. The resulie were bomed over o GG
Intelbgence i Lavro, who were Gsciated By s new ooy and asked Tor
wggestionn as o a simple patrod camera The Lewea was recommended,
hut nathing definie wems i have come of this, except that some LRI
men resncinbaet beng ssued willy cantieras and Glm o ake anvthing of
mierest’. Photos ‘ol interest” were taken with thes, and provae v owned
camerad. bt they are all of the Group wnd s doangs, wilh wacely any
of the enemy!

An average ‘vomd warch” Dl reprmt vuns o doecns ol ¢ Jomacly typrd
lnolsap pages, ready lor turther refinmyg and analyas by GHIQY
Intellgenoe abter the bt hughlizhioe had been selecied I the patrol
cammaaider i the lekd amd the Geonp Tnnelligenoe edlwes s thie FOR,
Fyen when the wsenveillance reports ecorded minunal wallic they
cotlinmned the olieht of the Axid lorees, in that they had to nse all therr
kermlconryving capracity i the foitward arcas juat 1o peaiia thictschea
m e non withesat worrving aboul future :|.'|J|1'||::~|:|n:|c:u. Bonng though
the b was, the rennns gave 2 unique check on the enemy onk
otherwise abtainable through Lhma, with the wdvantage of being regular



i LRIDG guorunterd”, whoreas Ul could be pao by or uncertn,
Added wgethor and nmved with Y Servoe (wtaal wgi sals mitelligenae)
and ISLD acporo, they formed o whaole greater than the sim of e
copiiblen paris,

The Geoup alw cooperated with the A Foree deceptionies. for
invance 1n dropping *dodtored” boves of luilian machine gun
amununition on the sapply routes 1w Tadun outposts as i they had
carelewdy fallen from a2 comvn, I the speaially stageananaged
Operation ' Dishirp™, 52 Pawol conumned 1o mabe 3 boaw withdrawal [rom
an LUP afier being spedted In an cpemy areradl, eavinyg thicu site i
disarray, compleie with o ke map. suitabdy anuotted with new
reconnabsance inlommaton, to add senamilitude w the cover plan Tor
Cpvnaader’. A metionbous haxd Copv ol this was Laler fowmid bn e Cwoup
Intelligence Udlicer in the commaxlants office at Jalo after i bad been
capturedd shwomang thae the “comflecnan’ had been dlily swallomed,

vy 1r|;mru..hrr-|- illl-l‘ an iIﬂI,'H sitant i a3 ddtcrent Wi, E':llil]..lil'rﬂ‘ ‘.'n
the | RIMG Sunvewor into accurae s os, thoy helpad to hix e position
of vases aspd othier manrmasde and paneal featires an areas now o
operaional interest. The new plols wWere iscd 10 conien s macourste
Italiam maps deadingg with such things as thwe al.rprmdiﬁ. tov Rafra arul the
Nile, vital for defemne planmng, This panstaling waork was conducted
“in the blue” by the specaalh conatited Sunvey Sectiomn, which was nover
divconered or digurbed by the cnemy

Pathfinding and courier

| oy distance desert runaganion o pathilioding s a specialisn pob, and
the | RDG panvigaton nere ackeosdodged experis an it = 1o the extent of
specual wade pay of vae dhilling @ il tor a Land Navigaor. They taughe
the peinciples o many men rom other wiits i st the saine way us they
theinse ey had been tasght by an ex-merchant seancas with & maies
ke, and they were boancd o to quade 1 Detachmient. the Mueklle
Fau Commundis and the Sudan Defenie Foree wnnl they could tram
their owin men.

Similar pathfindung was done for Benoal when i attemped i oot off
the DAK at Rengha and m oa final moment ol ghory the New Lealand
jaatrols K1, T1 and 12 had 1he prvalege o beadting w then connpatrols
of the New Zealand Division i Ovperwdiony Gunbotae” and  Puggibse’
The Latter used "Wilder s Lap', a previoaady unkiim passage dhiscorered
v T1 andd naned aicr ny commander, which wai capahle of taking
armwrar and the heaw supply rralfic o 2 dnwgon magrest iwning aene
v unhinge the eaemy Mareth Line defences

In thwe eoirier role, Cavup ren ety note the carmage ol aer M) en
fiven 2 manny ditberent organianons fiom VM) 0 the e of the desen
campaign. They varied from the tsoman wams smh as “Liphouk’ and
Humousid® troen the 151 1) and A Foreee, w0 dhifiy Tahuin r'l:-p:i.umrr:l i
wat and uncortain Aahe recnuted inoa Loy o gam tactical informaen,
o the deal moy cae” Secoons of Saling's L Petachoment, o the
apprenne bal dums Middle Fas Comuandan, in the dovs belose haoth
unit obtained thoir omm tranapost (which the TRIG ook geat delight in
weguinng’ when ahandaned wter 4 contact™)

The "t service” cun by ihe Group worsed both wavs, and collecied
numerous Alied excapers and evaders. and Araba who hol goadd 1eason



Wi hing” a Chewreei WE of O
Patrel during e Feriss

apirml arE shioh e sl egped
Murrsch simtrip and Yorl, and
mimmard ine Fres Framch on Shals
wary lo secrbure Sufre, O ook ower
Lhe Lracks of the disbanded W
Patral, arnd o Hew Teslavl rama
i3 550 viGle on Tha Dornet] note
aifGaGRt-adgaad « amasflage,
proatay F3 in Paie AL, awd
Lawia gin on ke sosdial swan-
Al Pl e il e beialy
for ‘e patradd. The Arsd b
Thlitnaght | recwsns wlees of
Sivwinds Alnd vl Chadl B By Wama,
an old onemy pf the |iaskaneg ha
previded linssa st beal
triveamen and acied in B pusde.

e depant from lahan territory. Some of the teks which the Grodp s

aakedd b0 perfoim, wa thesr novie as 'honest brokeny [or so LAY Iii.,m
orparusations, veiged an the shady, wel some on the frankly meredible
= such as bvingging in a mel af 47 men, mcladug the ongmal crews, on
tour vehiles. The couner rus, although reliable, made ne guarantee

of safery, and four unforunate passengers were billed while travelling |

with Group patsods. Al custodners were given the help they sought, and
inserted and exuacted with a tsnnum of fiss, hewever awbwaid il was
fur lungsuttenng parrns when ther "bods” demsonstrated hinde wlea ol
the harsh realives of their pomadie existence. This could tike the form
of shemng up ilbequi pped, like sorie of tae Araly aggenis, o ol salemnly
changing into pajamas every night, as did the oficers on the "Bugkahor’
reconnaisance of Apnl Y2 of agonwng over their linal (2O, Lke
"Popehi’; or of being very cagey as to thou caact purprse in e, ke the
C{R) team taben in to guide the Operztion "Flipper” Comaundis on
the eve of "Crusader . Wilhvoul ssimctinng ke the Lsroud, deep comeit
-1,;-_'|_jr|-n||.1. infilirared 1l II!H‘“!'I ERCTiTy e i worahl lase leen sers
dilliculy, and mEny more e would have been |M-|n,r,|ul|\.;-|] i g wr wama
insertion had been used i the unpredhetable deswrt chimaie

Direct Action
Threot allensive action by desert speoal toreea has been the subject ol
much dbnbmoe] corvment, which laas ended o Blur the eriges
e tweent sinctly LRI a0 wons and theose mounted in conjjunctaon witls
other umits sich as the A Ths myvithodowising bus lent weight o the
prvate wan” begewds, grang the anpresson uf heewhechng rakden
aicceeding bed when they managod 1008l e dead hard ol hidebowid
higher authonn

Like all legemids this has an element of guth, but the itk s an
Iudqirn [y -.H\.-lutln: ihvat 3t m abHvewls #oo o tt:r-h’ll .'l-h il 'I-ll.lhuul. ML ms i
the ongmnal recorde This e cems we e o :ljuu"i frodmn MARY wWiirses
Atitd 1t beads ws to the shore, bt we hiope balanced, scoount baeloow, Some
e ra o) |,1,_|-|.I4,' AETI L tllﬂl.'l fronn thiose 1 cthen |+II!4L-.-II-E1’ wir ks duc
o our use here of the real ones, oo looger sulgest o pestasar wecunn

feainctons and censorship

a7



Lhreet action ook two oy guick stnkey by icdnadocl |.|-,41'|||Jl. (i
ooty Laiguls o Torther Avomy OpTatic pead adms: wr vaels with caher

couperating anns ainl services an sprecthe abpectived dedgned o give
stratemc leverage [or theatre (RERTETVI, & TR ]||.Jn-|.

Wanvell reterrod o the [ KPP an his  mosquito columiis’ ael ol thom
operale in the st way agunst timly detended lahan nutposts of the
stithern inner desert! bevond the reach of his ool umiie Here they
started ws thoey meant o go on by Climng” the Kafra mail [rom 4 comvim
nea Landing Geound 7 on 20 ‘-:]:Ir.'nulq.'1 T, "This was an «nurels
hlewwrl le s alfair and purely lortwitous, but i stated off the e puataticin for
piracy anid freeboaring somidh [ostered by sensalional wiilem over sanc

pall prapncks of tha bind were appoored by GHOQ, as they caused
[abian anven out ol all proponion w ther cffeos in areas where the
Lhought themsehes secure, diverted areradt and ground wunits o comvam
protection, and s icduced the oppositan o b ovoroome T the (i
Hrnsh army in the theatre

It pohey of Jong mange harawment was coninued saccesdilh
agrainsd Taalian rear arews fon dhe greawt parvol the desernt war, The arrnvad
of (rman [ormations did not csentally change the hady  ambash,
munelmang and Cshoorandacnot’ cncs, bin they noss bevame mwor
tirectly conuolled and were appbed as o “wnvereign remerdy” in response
tor the iImmediate needs of the AT, L :-.h||._]|:|;|;|H from the strame o L]
thie tactical aned burk agam asthe armies teaved back and loeth aciuns the
desern

LRIM: parrols were vsed correctdy oo dicat action tasks eonplonang
Lha=tr Ill1l1_.: range l'JF:-ﬂ‘.ﬁ“lirl for onlv the second wine during "Crusader”
(the vlther vocasion wias dunng the rods divusiesd Below)
they were engaged very like a moter battalions, bt withiout it srcngtli o

Peeloaie s

iuppaort. With ‘Cruader came L Detachment, SAS Brigade 1o caury o
trom the air a sk alieady pnpomnicd by the Group to Bth Army when
Lhygserserd
acratl on the ground were J tempring target, bun the Coroup were losld
i leave thein for the moment 1o et Sorling '« SAS oy e

sigrrealimy ||-H~.-|-1'rlr LRIM: rules i the coming offlemi

fummear | 540 Broughl The fired
Wiy jrepe 12 replace he
13113 a3 patral commanders
pilat pars Mol gule oy Rassily
armeed sa Their 343 ceunterasrts,
ey naormally mooaned bl

Wi hwes MDD o el wl e
Fassenpar ieal Thess thies
jeeas & B 8g4. HQ snd T Palrad
are seen or Ta edge of the sand
wad s Lasdsanbar 1347 fhay
wre lightly ineded whils Fwaiting
replanishmend by the Haary
Eeaction Al have comnddnsEEin
Ftted Tha rasres! s drven by
Ma Jsia Eswrmwvth, than
COETIrEANGIreT [rve delac ned
mauadron. and Ister. a8 Grouo
e v, b wd o s ima
when the LROG were tragcally
migsmplogad on Ledsos v 1047,
Bsailie Nl LRSS 57 BOFO COMESIE
can ks peen mounled sn INe jeap
Leevy. A darker jmrrican, cleardy
marked "Water', can be een
brac bpted on the sede ol the
lrrt-nand jer. The eeps aw
finiahad In either svarall Cosacd
Fina, 3end, s powsisty e
scheme shown n Fabe Fl =

Ve prigesl print is snciear.
Cresws waar Diack ATH bersta
with LADG cap hadgsi



TE ANAL B n e Djebel Aihoar,
the only 1333132 from T1 Patrols
wla J0ywin and o [Bep L6
urvive The sguadren rght sflech
w1 Aarcs: "he wellols control
Feints proved o by maneed by
falisn bght tanks end thers wan
misres Tolicw-up' frem ihe sle sl
AreT Ggnt. Heving faught clear of
s tewwer mrad Bovasesd Sod &
dareryed pativl ruch thiough en
smbuth which wounded hree
men, 0 S sese reducsd to thie
sEMIziE BNd TWD SR By
porslanl air allac ks, and anly
muada gaed ineir esosps ol
nightTsll For e esifes acbiors
caring lor flee svounded during
thre raid @and Ly aflermath Ihe
Group MO, Dr. Lawson (s
marel, wes gwesrded the ML
Capt. Wider, commanang T1,
wan awarded tha D30 ler hia
patrl, wihCh idbuded remming en
Fiallam tank with his uch o clear
the wey lor his patrel. Thia Atler's
FEuCiy bristien with two Lerin
Browrings and tao singls Vickarn
KOs scms of tham sakagsd frem
pthar rafucles, I is ihewn a3 R
sppesrsd priai te 1he rald n
plaie EZ

The weather on 131 was excepuonal and nearty pur pasd w the
emhrvonic SAS. The deploved LRTHG panrods haed bude wouble
reaching and manning ther surveillanee positions, and one patrol
‘picked up the piecey’ of L Detaschment as armanged  forging in the
prowess o partnership that bsted 10 the end of the war, From now unul
ihie SAS were [ully isuee] their ivem Watiapairt, iy weie taken into the
venine of theie tugen by the LRDG, eflecively reducng the nsks of
insertion and extracdon and increasdng the possabihines of sucoess

The SAS concentrated on airstrpe, und the LEDE patrols on oflenave
tasks mmed 1o redoce ranspon and supplies, especally petrol. reaching
the torwarid areas = responding o an ed-quoorerd 24 Novemnber directive
frvan the CinC MFE o the GO Beh Ay to "uese Lie patrals olfensively m
the limit o thew enidlurunce’

Ihe LRIG/SAS combination was a podent weapam appiied [rom
Masch to May I'ME under the omnbvs code e of Uperation “Green
Room’, which alen ook in the suppaori for Operanon "Fullare, L bl
to rectuce the arcrafl available for ant-shipping sinkes o o Malu-Dound
convoy = an action repeactd with maxed roul, due 10 compromise, n
June 1502 for the "Harpoons” and 'Vigoreus” convoy nperations

Ihe Middle East Commanido abo came under “Grven Room™ anrd
LRDNG womui], bar watls thecin v S 14l u}..l:'ll:l'l alled l]‘!H'I'JI-HH
Sstranger’ {Laer alered w Operanon “Catemate' ) which invobved patrols
ransporting  many Commandes and ther whanced jeconnaisance
iwanns ‘Liphook’ and “Humow st Grous dee ISLD and A Force. When
reasimahly desertvse and sutable moanted thin -1|'5;|l-~r.1| i fume 1942
o thewr lorward operating area, anly to have thew wansport completely
desroved by air arack while moving up; tie wirvivors were oollectod Iy
Y1 Parrnl, concealed neasts,

The sulllesrn Bth Army alffensves of July 1942 "Eaadied | "Bacon anad
Manhoosd’, which replaced the planned “Buckshor
recemverd o share of dhrect acuon ks lrom the l‘.ﬂ'l’dl.l!i anid the SAS,
These anclided preparations for Operanon "Dogross’, which was
intended w0 land a foree near Sollum, join up with the wcomvonional
fospees and bk the delille there unnl reliesedd for all
concerned tus was rancelled, har the wlea of asing special forces [or a
rald such as this Iimgered on, and was W emesge again lawer

The | RIMS's first radd wsok them (o Murzuch in the Fesran as parn ula
concept that had heen an the War Office Milizary
Intelligence Rescarch branch fles since 19054 the
whkinge ol Rulra by invegular forces via e badk

mlvaine - all

Fortunatels

door fram Chad  Operution "Deponed’. as i1 s
referred W in sane Broush Oles, was approsed i
the GHQ Joint Manning Statf on 24 Octber 19440
and on 27 December T anel L2 Patsols were on ther
w1y i meet up with the Free French marching
Thewr nstauciors,
provide COIHIILNCATIANG
reconnasance dand addmional snking poser Tor
e posarly equipperd French hiwce when desiroving

frvns ot Lamy in Chad

in  parr, were

the prnaple garnsm ol Mursuch and nearbsy
s, 1f ]hl\.\.‘lhll'.hh.h‘ el roldteE 10 kailne

All the pauu]l viders were aclocvod, annl




Murzuch was taken in a surprise attack which lefi the aulield blazing and

the pairals hetter o] for ammunnem than when they starterd < the liahan
adreradl on the ekl having been Oued with
the ardvance was halted o regroup, releaung the panals lor orher tasks

0. weapans. Oy Day 58

thiv lead Dot awer @ ETiseape of warre vehicles, three tlead and throee
captured, indluding the overall LEDG commuander. I exchange, the
[talians were badly upset and [oiced 1w redeploy troops W cover wthe)
remate outposts. The French had prosved themwebaes back mthe war, andd
ihe Botsh bad secuied the Tabords aar route aod thew southern tlank

The swcond rad inwlang the Group was a senes ol concurren
pperatess antended wo thoroaghhe disrape the
potials and dislocile his ollensve uperalions prepearalury o resuinplion
ul the oflersne by the Sth Aoy, The vaid was plaaned T Ao 1942,
tlelaved ot o ""ﬁ'llll'ﬂ'llu r. when th

| |_|]ilr FTIETIm |-|||!||_'.|'I

but {aballe” or "the sx dow race’
cotnlitons it was supboscd Lo alier had Lirgely been covered by odheer
means, doopeally sadactory explanation s ever been given o
msanting this rand, except tor “psychologeal effeot”

A sealaring sanon. the Boush are ever alent to the possilnbioes o
wapiwet, The long, open Nornth Afncan shoaeline sorely sempied the
plnners, and o Diredtorate of Opposed Landings produced  many
LR i Lok culvanicaee of Uis, only o hase thean discardeed over and
pver agam when tides and beach landing areas were proved unsuitable o
ovenis rlid noe pusnty the ctfors mvelved

For this rad both the open o and desery fanks would bee conplovedd
o damage the enemy, Somehow, wmewhere all the paa plans T
indairect approsch’ strategioy wore pulled logether and made into o
big Combaned Operation "Agreement was lagetisd an Tobeuke wath Lsl
senvice Sguadron and the German uniformed
Loiin BTELE T S TIE i (sl fsmamer Mol Fosd Casngmams o sigdewains)

Special Apecia

Freah mesl was & webogms
acidifion, even fo the LRDG retlen
prals, whork was Qe
snpugh 1o EEcits the ey of
other wits Here & maal & N
preparelan @0 the Lalgals of &
Breda ‘ruch, ncle antersive sand-
d ik Sesd 1Nd G, bad jual b
wia &N of T & nam Al can ke
seen - B welcomes comiort on
corkd dessr] nighis. The anbecker
is Hame, & Tripolitanian scldie
Vet ad” by B Bgn. durieg the Barae
rapl, whe hinmhed the war happiy
winking in tha LEDG hass

[EF LR R T



JURl Vil e la e shmpele
improvised Ut added by (he
Croap 15 the Browrieg A
Fatiam HE maching gurs uled
e ek ks il wen meds of
tutrrny, wils & hewe welded onte
e gan body, oy which & b
cauld e mewed te press bgaeead
v narmaty pdreae g
s Parlem giwig crucls el
pErtecily pleuliey weslrel The
Faddiiars wn compasy Pites ks
el WT trwah et viaibbes Boed
above the cashib=oard.

with ¥1 Pavrol for gusdance. This force wus W secure o heachhead for a
naval bainding torce in MTHR and disirovers, who eould wieck the port
properly. “Digamy  wa ghen w the SAS, with two Hooey tanks, w
suppress the defeoces ol Benghas, with beth S Patols as addinonad back
. “Carmvan” was aimed ar Barce (paeseni-day Al Man), sab T1 and Gl
Patrols and B Squadron HO, carving Popaki’ and a couple of his Libvan
Araby Force men fur a linal close targer soconnaissanee. Nicely' was
targetted on falo, an operatnon by the Sadan Delerce Force withe Y2, larer
R2 Patrel, in support. Fuwlly, there were o be o decepiion operacions
‘Comgrad” In 206 (BT Squadeen diopping “gingerbroad men’
wmiaten] parschutises = near Seeas and VLGS o diversionary nanal
baanlurdment on [aba @ cover the Tabmik e

O every single waget for the nghit of 13=11 Seprember [942 the
ey was capecting trouble sometme soon. Addisonal [talian forces
buad beein moeeed 10 recentlv, OF the Tobmik toroe andy Y1 Farrol managed
o get out. In Benghas (e SAS wore annlnoabied (witheas: the sanks, which
wrre abandoned shonly atter leaving bawe ac uniir o the pairney) alter
they had been ordoered i v LHUL who dnbelioved their repert, Dased
o0 local Arab aeents and the 1500 ma a0 tie area, tha dwe cuciny were
vanbuscod and expectant I Bace the pamrols conung m from the
Lindward ade fabw-fisied the defences anul the arlield was bett i flames,
even though they had 1o fighe ter way ool pras ks gl lanuy A
Jako the raidiag force could not even break in, s well prepared were the
cinemy Somehow the sequence of recs had been "bBlown'. barher m the
month a capturod New Zraland bngadier was olmimst perswaded o break
oriad wf his prison by a man prewending 1o be an LRI ullicer who wantied
L 'r'pin up with his wnilt when they came o (e nls 'hlr‘.g b el 1 kiaows
tar sire wias e date and the sdenthy of each umir by rogee He did hoow
thast i taid was on. Hows

The Cerrmans cortanly dhd nal Enow the operations were comimg, s ey
pulled thar Avgblaungs Abdrihmgen oul of the mam line and prepared 2
Rasplgiuppe 1o deal with o mmaor Lowding i Tobrak, winive only when
the armaoured revoawiaisane s ninits hard n'|n|r1r~l iat e whipinoan

Ihe matter semans a mvstory 1o this day. Did Tahan clligenoe koow
sinnetliingg which it fauleld e pass on te it A partiien, having quicth
moved in more seounity woops m the expectaton of achievng a greal
propaganda coup when it detearsd the otherwive ehishe ridery In
which coe why weren’t the defeaces [ully aler? We don’t bnow the
danswer, and the Baasls Offcial Hisary Natly denies any SR e L
the end the auly people who benchied from the mid were the Germans,
who recowered the maval oyplies Gom TIMS Skh, sunk ouoide Tobruk,
and acquaired ome of the MTRs for thor own nas
Full deculs of the events of this Bueful nnght and it atermath are given
in the books clied under sources. The only thing dat remiams o s
consdered here are the words of [PPS Paper 106, prepared as a guide 1o
the propwwcd operation s eflecmeness: "We waist be proparcd o acoepd
the lows of all naval forees, wygethier with the suapny of the personnd
taking part ithe nul,lu;-r.mun1 In thess ||'.q.1'||..|.l|!_1.' rﬂ‘rtl'"lrnl monils the
wniter acorepis Lhe costs of commitLng most of the spocee forces avaitable
i e desert. most of thom ol proven NN value, we ag Cprer st agdaninm
an enemy aliesdy kiown rom Ulra ineellgence to have shot his bolt
and all for pavchologieal reawnm's
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CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR OPERATIONS AND EVENTS
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN THEATRE OF OPERATIONS,
BY BOTH CONVENTIONAL FORCES AND THE LRDG

1940

13 Seplambar
ftakun opeerasons o Gyronaca  Legpr
reCormassance by entire LAP

Day B of Hata

A1 Novembar

Preserations for Operation ‘Compam’ wel in hand Day 3 of
LAP oHersive cparation, Men of W F1L, O Tp. win Ins Now
Fealsnd MC s VI of wear 3t Aln Dus

1941

31 Marech

DAK sa advarco 16 securs Menah ol Bregs &s asssmbly
area and FUP for lter attach. A Sgr. orderad o sel up FOH
& Jalo: A Pl te Tazerbo s stmndey pateod

@ April

Cperalion "Marta aunched agarst Creece In Afrca, hasly
[AK stack mests wih incmasng suocess. A Sar. O HIL &
il ) attack Maian units rear Mechdi. Other nalf O P on
Auila ecomassance Rest ol LRDG oroerad B ‘orre FOS at
Hutra

15 May
‘Brevly Segri G P, wunpdd prenous aFy Dy German
armmcred Coes, @aaits Lrthae Oerlery

28 July
Brresn orces regrougaryg after ‘Batleaas’. O FiL Jestruy Ass
petros cusmp ot A ol G 2irstrn

28 August

Payway for ‘Crusader’, "Acubal’ (capture of Tipodtania)
and Bootiack’ (8ea Bndng n supoortl. A 5an. returns (0
Cars to re oqup wik rew wafscloo

& Lirwl of Britan Operatien “Compass’, el 11 VIS &F
Romeal*s firel sferaies, Moy 1841; bmil of Dpsraten
CIVEICET, Jan. 194l mtart of Aemiee's second ciiewsiv,
Thessus. My 1642 start of Romme s defermive batdes, Dec
14T B St of Corrpass’, Dee. 10400 srd of “Cromadss,
How. 1041, S lewestmeent of Tobrul, Apri-Dec. TRAT. Ot Linen
ol Bemrad's Brvl pfessss, Bay 1841, F Limi of Romeaed's
second oiensive, Sy, (I F Freal bess, Tel el 2ed
Alamasin, Aug. -0t 1842, 0 Rommel™s second and third
delurmben lives, Fob. 1043 Hi Framl line, Operatien “Pugliist’,
March 1343, Solld wanglea: LRDG B0 Basai: Cairs, July
1040 Pasfra, Apeil 'y Bhes srd Ciaraiul, Hos 1041

oo arg Biwa, Dec.1bd i) Caire, Peb. | §4E Shes, Jore 1542

17 Movembar

Dy | ol Crmade” cay T of Ol Tolruk atachs Ooth
Fhposs” (to kil or ednap Romwme) and frd SAS aifelc
operstiona fal GF taam on Trsste Do, WO Goor st atwort.
AR LHDG Cairos, exOspl One ressne &N Lomimimed

16 December

LRDG now angaged in drect acton tmaks. S 21, with A
Saction, gtacy Gamia tort G0 Pl ‘owse 11 imen coptarod
whila tryng to contact E Foree One patrol in franst and tw
in LLP for ‘ater ofenaee acton, Thres patrols oparabing wik
Bancod which cortnues sforts 12 prvisrl ey eSCaping
pouth of Benghas

28 Deacember

ILHS fommed A 500 under command E Foce T2 P bt
Jak5 weth L Detnchrmeand’s Mo 1 Saction & b "Lisrbls Arch
arsingn. O patrol 01 e fios others refeting ot Dewa. Il
P prepare 13 o "Asdop” (LeCoet's Fres French acvance 1o
Trpoitara

1942

20-21 March

FMubsice’ stteepis o weabkes onomy oftacks on Marta
covey MWD Thes patrols on "Green HOOM ., wrtng o
pombned L Delachrant, Foiboat Tp ond (5D Tearmns
reriecd on Slonta, Beres and Bergiond arstngs e [
“Change” Cormmanco taam ako edmcted Dy ore of I'ad
patrols Tl PY. Foad Watch OF comprorssad. Padt of
LD ro-Bga LR

26 May

Theseus' baging a2 prolece 10 ‘Herkules'. Three patrois on
Aoad Wilch, ond Madevac n transt. Thres patrols on  Greesn
Aecen' maturming with L Detacsmant from Bangnasi
Praseate’ sard GRS tsams frors Sebel, “Popskl” and LAF
Commandas nserted, 51 P on 'Glamowr’, QUAng Lo
Bda. docepton und

£ Falpam, July (5 Keira, Sept. 1941 Eeils, Dee 104,
s, Jas 184 Alarsadris Aprd 1040 FOBx Olsrsbub, Feb.
I Bares mwl Mess, Mach 1541 Jals, Glrsbob, Selum,
Ased 1841; Sowd, Seol 1941 Glrsbub, Jaby, Mow 19:41; Swa,
Cabo, Fab. 1842 K Eayurs, huly 043 Keltvs, Sapl 1042 )
LEDG Maaa wWalsn opersten 21 Ope. by L Detachment,
EAS Bde. ¥ Ope by Middls Lasi Commando. 4. Lalas
grownd stiscks sn LADG. & Ops by Fres Fressh. &

LRDG sscaps ancd svasion oa fool 7! M suppart by 318

AT Sqr, BAF By Medevss sperations § Ballan alr safiacks
on LMOWG. 10 Gps Oy LADAG Survey Jection, 11 OR

with “Popei s Prusta Amy®. 1 Qerman sl stlack on
LACG




16 June 1943

Fresteann , Much rmodifed, Degng, & 8Th Armry aTeEmETs 10
trmak cean’ st meaatabdah of e dafsrsion poienTE
Thees paircis o Boed Walch, Suppaoe! e Mala coarvoys
‘Hampoon and Vigoroun' prosnded oy thres Calmis aserbng
L Datachmert on Besghas, Berka asa Bace. Fre patrols,
NG On Trosm (ILHS, On GureCt BCN0n [asss.

10 January

Firn-Eater” and "Gratuty” aekanca by Linches's Frae Fonch)
LOMmee e LHLDMG patrol names “Wiloess Gap dunrg
mronrdsesrre e Puglist eporatian to Beaoeh Alasady
Lires

4 July
Trrsa patrols or Hoad Walch, L Dotachment and thres

pattrs estabash FOB smer B Chaldes b dwecl aCiam on
grstrips in tupport of Exalted’ ond B preparaton R
‘Dogrose (sea landing Sollum arsa), Dther patrols dumpsng
supphes 1o ther use; imiarting "Liphook team and exfrachng

6 March
Caor. Armes Gruppe Afrka aiemots soodng attack st
Modening tc break up “Pugist. LADG stars karding n
WS S AI0ny B naew ki

part of Popan 'y’ LAF tean April-May
final coerabions by 18 Army Group 10 dectroy italo-German]
13=14 liﬂt.l‘i‘lhll‘ toroes o MNoeth Alnca. ILAS reoepicy 10 Enstern Persa

Cpa. "Agreemant’ “Bigamy”, ‘Caravan’, Coasiguad, Moety
anct WG T by L Datachmant. 1 Spacial Sevvee Son. SIG
o gl seiepd tres LADG patroly csuse Pancerarmes
corcemn Ior 24 hours.

9 Decembar
“Guldiotrss”, tha left ook 3t E Aghela, begre, LHDG patrob
DEphoy N SUpDOrT wWith CreCt ACH0N on Arstnps and transpo

—— e

the LADGL Thedn [eeps migh! De Atleg, & e one whown e, wiih

a singla Sin. Browreng on a central pilar mownt asd with § spare
iy slung ever e breod Bumps below the redaeter condesased,



THE PLATES

Camoullage schemies are painied eelaml, wih
F..1ir|: available wt the time, which comes from
ditferent wources. Weathening quickly produces a
varieny of shades. Fvery efon bas been maude w
rescarch these plates by reference w wilicial
sonrces, known availabiiy of paunt stocks, and
individual reminiscences; but o clam e
;I-ll.lhrh'liril:r would be lonlish Wherre l.uuihit
Hritish Saandard Calaur have been guoted, from
British Calour Standard 331 of 19%%), s 2 nude,

A1: FORD MODEL T,

LIGHT CAR PATROL, 18416-17

Thess forevunrers of bw LADG, whio shamed wihi e
Desert Pink camouflage and a motiey rangs of unforma. lef
ther tracas &nd dead campires n TSN 0D remote thar
25 ywarm lated LRDG patrols often lound tham undstubed
They ranged &5 widely a8 wai postible with 15ag of plores
i incisoec petrod for Bilum, sators ared wter for Dwee 11
e res diyt, asd 720 rounds 5 Lewis gun ammunton
For commarscations ey reled on carmer pgeons, and thas
Cwen abiity to gef Dack Lo Ddsa wWR Ther refurs.

AZ: FORD C1 VE 13CWT,

T PATROL PILOT CAR; MARCH 1941

Lsed by patml COTWNaNcEE, s ATencan efiherc-ame
Ford was hased a8 commaerral Lght pick-un s8h wooden
exlormiors. WD membsr 12170 was paeied overal Light
Stone B3C 51) wih Pupe Brown [ES0 45) camoutage
iIncluding the water concenser adepied frorr 2 J-gal POL
COMamsr wsond 10 e runnng bosd, carves soreons
replacard tha metal docm. owing arsas of darker colowr, Sand
channela wers bracketed on both s Doy and sand mah
= Woocen Liats sewn Datwisen CIrvas Srps - wers rolied in
camers on the Fonl winge: e e sutaces, parsed med
and wTatE A1 Two=1007 My, JoubDled & ar mecognom
panss. Armamart was a 3030 Vickers madium MG on 2
Serar-rmch mourt. Crews Teght wear stesl halmata gurng
Trnmeciate acton' arll out, pihough camied, Ty wars rarehy
e on cparntiond.

T. & and W Pporol wvemnicess tore Maor) naetes Legiiirsg
witn the patrod etter. TE RANG! (Soe ingel with WD rumber)
was Clayton's similar pilot cas, captured on the LRF's frat
Mo’ cperalon: tha name means “The Ll A possOse
| patrol fag i shown, more usually fiown by the Aawvgatos

B4: CHEVADLET WD 10CWT,

R PATROL W/T TRUCK; MARCH 1941

The leat princpal “patred truck’ wmed by the Goup: e
gt s camoufeged a3 A2 Inset vewa (Il erlaga the
WD number. vehicla name, truck tactical number on HO
Troop coowr, and the Macn Tl dol carred by Fa whods
parol Smiyr tactcal marongs kor tewa rucas of T amd ¥
Patrois aro aso thown, maet ngnt (WAIKAHA WD number
B202, i recenily e dscovered, Largsly ntact. 0 Libye.
how it rexched o 300t far Fom arry patrol area 1S a rmystery,

5t efforts are Dheing mada 1o mcorer € 1or restombon] This,
the orty LADG radha truck with e el operated rmam nuida
T DOy, NES A MNo. 11 HP st n e front ef-hand comes
oabural e sedal mount: M b odes Bad seross Pom
utsich the tuck, for greater freedor of movenent A 3030,
Ll 18 mounted Deside the orived and 2 Sin. Boys AT Rifle
ar @ slosl badge scroms the boy, the Boys proved to be of
D0 Uk 0NC Was Jeneraly reflaced wian 2 hexvy WO,

B2: FORD FIOCWT, Y2 PATROL,

DPERATION "CRUSADER", NOVEMBER 1941
Canacian rght-hand-drive Fords replaced the Chevmilat
¥Bs in Marth 1341, teey fnd the condenser on the running
boawd and some had e scoens replacing the onginad
hal-longt wendscreses.  Camoufaged n Portland Sione
IBSG 64) and Silver Groy (350 28], Tas truck Mnas plan Dack
ared whits tarteal marongs. Marnes wers non Camad on the
rghe font redguard, amd Y2 & keown 10 hars weed Tour
Musketews' named what the other haf-patrod used s
rknown. A 303n, weiercoolsd Vickars Me | n pintie-
MoUTed centraly. Quns were covered against sand
wherswer posslbls \With this srmament - and a e’ shot
from an EY rfle grersde kancie = the pairol persced the
ftalian garrison of Bl Exzelat fort to surences by judcous
e of biu® rd fropowor

C1: FORD F30 30CWT WITH QF 3TMM
BOFOR A/T, ¥ PATROL; JUME 1041,

The parom heavest ‘siand-of ewapon, e Bofurs was
prignally foed to the Chesrolel WEB and was smply e
mouried whes e Group e-equipped. twd Mo QUns oo
poquered of that brma This FIU wath the CAWP Mo 171 cab
trpped), caried A5 rounds of HE and 45 of AP When
amruntion lof ra cbsclescent Booes ran shon @ e
repleces] adth the eant rend tadan Cannone-btragiers da
2005 modalle 35 which hod the sdvaniage of 8 good anbi
arcralt capabidty. The fruck is camourlaged as B2, with sendar
tactcal markarge, ARAAE wan panted on tho oft medguaed,
23 viewed, and the WD namtssr o he ool Durnpes, A fow
efan - sasma, whEn ODEREINg s extra-heayy vehice in
rough teran — wias wrapped omund the mdator brsah-
puarth, Of ACross e Chasss el and tow Moo,

C2: WACD 2ZCC-T7, AXEaT;
AIR SECTION, JUNE 1942
The LADA s urugue ‘prvmse ar fume’ of han WASD splanss
wias acgured by purchose frian Egypsan Dusnessmen
Jaruary 1941, They wers flown, ndvigaled and martadmed
entroy by Group personned both Prendergas! and Barker 2
New Zealand cavaryman, were gualtied pdos. This
rfrmgemant of AAF procgatres wis an anoyanca in swme |
croes; but the sturdy, reliable WACDh, which could land
Aot arywhon, mone than oroved thesr woith, They were
used for moving key personns o brafnge o dropping
esnantidl Spared n e Beid, for SRGM FAnGs Medvac anag ion
a thocumand differen lmison basks

Thos & U by WASO®, usualy figen by the CO - AXBSS
had o snaler engiret. Camolflaged in stordard HAF Mokdid
Erone arsd Dark Earth with Sloy Bive undlersurfacod, t carmied
MBtica] FOUNCEES, The S6Na) 1 DEack on the res fusetege. o
tra LADG ritale together wath 8 kied insgnia Feclacing an
marien scorper UDeckgen on W nose. Full markings wers
nacisEary’ the WACC's genarsl ssmlarity 1D the Rolan CRAZ




¥ Patrol realing in the close tountrysde M Trioodtana,
wresh rrads il Brotias Farder apd ambuss s Lhety,
SRl e e unffesdlseis of masy of th lecal
popudatssr Tha trees wos Ralledoess sgebanl ime radet
e ey b Uvs greslces] ey o seber boilke shorg rewng
hils walst, poaibly o1 part of his escaps LA The jeeo be fully
sireed srd sedured, Wity he Ren weghl beband B drive.
A mnghe Viciers KD m maunied i3 ‘rond of the passsrger
naal, s weaisl; The condral pllar msusl s vndels basporad L
¥ Folndd usee] predorunsnlly grey @ang sand coeloured
schames, 0 this jeep may well be in overal Sand, toned
damy by laywes af duaik

WL B MOUeC] DRessing. EDering Loon Wi (1 was Mying Over
Corpasaton batwsen the Geoup and 21 68T Sagn BAF wam

Shoms and effectve. The Borboy rersporks muade
Ifcul Bohh © delver sseninh, ofen O Dnevy Ceser] olas
b Babard endersy lnas. b Shar W, oy downed RAF oess
a0 IS 10 Do grateil 1o LRDKG panmes 1o e 5358 recoveny

D CHEYROLET 1533K2

THs iz the stancard LADG patrd frack supcléd by G of
arada i Vaek 1042, § 3 2 Howl'd0owt 4xd chassis'cal
froam an MACE indided Corvebonal Faftern) model 15 a
134 Sin whealhasa  MCP frucks wese essentially cailian
commercial fype treiks, Bul eeth speoally  ordored
sgLepmen] for miltary wes. This would ncluds heavy oSy

48 pad with Brgle whosld and militery tyres, lager rodotons

and oo cocdag fars. The 1550 sas suppdad with cab
ol ond dotis oyt and mowiec wih o4 10k
Cotfrecson 481 sl amvmuntion body, Afler amval in Borth
Africn, Te tuchks were furiher modhed e LADG
regu e el Wieiscroens vaee neplace(] wilh oD SCroens
Radiaior condersers. Qun mounts, and sl kindy of
squipaTenl slormge brackets wers Bfisc Clinll tesilt e
ramided 1 improve sngre DO SOnngl wers Ao
bt Lp wilh Eafra Saves 0 88 1o 0o abis 10 coery @
raariaT beo and a haf ions of stones, mostly petrol

E1: CHEVROLET 1311X3,
INDIAM PATTERMH 1942, 1GCWT;
LADG HQ PILOT CAR, AUGUST 1842
Trats maodarwrarts for the Ford D1 VBe waws Carnadan
[aal assesried r Ausirgls, s fSed Wil 3 wOooon Doy
n ndal Smaker wheals 00010 thar Tess of tha pain
frockl wors Tad en viedarl comolsls aefh saned fyres
The car i pantad oveesl Pofand Stone [B5C 64 and
enrned Do D) Larteal maricngm The WD numbes LAGLE1
wns plercilend o Dlack med-wry miong Doth DOrne SOsS Ko
wadDoms are mounied. a8 his cir s in e By thae
Intalbgerce CHcer for kocal kaison arpund e Souaciun o
Largwap HOR

The grean signal fag ndicaies ‘Fally from dispeesal®. A
st Mag sysisn wes used for o nise-vstcg Corrl
Eadad On toon codourm. green e ADHC Treen Black for B
Toop, yellow for G Troop, ard red for O Trocp, A Shea aad



The graves of Capl P L Amckd sl Driver B Gravil | Hon,
wiace ey wers bl by e 5 mule lectensey Lo tha
dargers of the Croup's wors Dwrireg e dews | @ rassiyn
mifen rern weern biled dus B same form of enemy acU0n, and
pis by o forven®. individeaiy Gragis, hess Fusl Ge
consicdarss 4 vary wnall price t pay for Tva Groups
samimbautisa ta setony daaisg mors thae b Srsdeed
SpEiaT0al Defirel prer=ry lee,

whita 130 ndicated oders for the entre paircl, and was
gagd tegether withk he gean fag fo gres eTaphore
EoMmmangs. Imet Are delched souadmon HO  Lecteal
markings cwned on the Charnint 153000 pate ek
LOAASE on the nght Donrest mose a3 wiewed, ardd e lac-
ruars plata o tha nght! medousrd

E2i CHEVAOLET 1833X2 30CWT, T1
PATROL FITTER'S TAUCK; OPERATION
CARAVAN', SEPTEMBDER 1942
The finel pattern Of patrol uch, specially Srdered for the
Giroue. was this Caradian Chevolel with B2 LiE-kngth mear
cargo deck and Cotfredscn 48 sted amiruniton Body. 1 &
mared here &5 "T5°, TE ANMAL I the only T Patrd Tuct o
Eurve the chaote But hgrly successhul Rarcs rard = an
pperaion wiich cost B Sgn (T1 and G Patrcls) Faur satrod
wishicken ot ten man capturesd and sl wolnded s
warred bwo D50s, one MC and three Mbla, Tha wehicla
narmally camed about 2/ tonnes of stores; on e Wiy Back
freem Borcs & corried sorma 4/, fonnes, inchscng s crow, the
Group coctor, Two Bty and e Sercussy injured mn, and
camad tham sesr 200k o LG 125 o cawsae by 4 218
Sqn. Bonbay

Tha atarting camoufiages schama Swathed of Desert Ping,
byt bhus and lght green leathared over US Dosen Sand) i
basad on pholcs and perscndl recolechors. Armament
nchacisd fao Brosninge, sl T onee Carmpneg sod Bional
rmiel, ThOMpSO snd prevades. A spare row S(rieg was
slrg fmm e ‘ront fencler for us by e pacrol Stler. who
could teal wath sl mechanical mishapa wel encwgh for
the: patrol to completa its task

F1: CHEYROLET 1833XE JOCWT,

A PATROL; ROAD WATCH, MARCH 1942,
Each palo commands had authomy 2 camofage s
velicies a3 ha tought bast and mary valslions e uSea
accowting 1o paint avalabdey and pemonal thaoned Desert
i, e Eas1 Mo I1 was fourg mond effecine B fie
perocds of muaxmoam danger, Le dawn and dusk Markngs
o AOTOWA fodow the wsual sty=s, with tha green Tald
ancestor Syrnool of tha Wew Jesland Cotrol inset are
mdchioDne Lol markngs carned Ty anothed velsce n the
patoi. Thi DEMCK IRSpactsd Stercl SCroas the Dormet was
mockss] Bolom mEce to the uler sl Fully aiowed aeln
oy 2orres of seppeies d sguiDrmert, a track hed a8
rangd of 2.T00Wm over 18 days

F2; WILLYS MR JEEP, 0 PATROL PILOT
CAM; DECEMDER 194k

Thes versatis and eficwent radlacement hor [he Chenohat
131163 i arring with twn 305N Vickens KD gure: tha
FACI0Y 13 Cul awiy T0 SRSl CO0ENG. ANd & walsr orcher e
W M, Camofiegs of Deaert Ponk, lght Blus loht gresn
and purpe over UIS Desert Samd o besed on prectos and
personal recollecions: G Pato madongs on 8 Background
of Quards colours hare G above T on wertical Bus, red,
Gius sinped) o Conec DOIN Bom of W Donnet, DUl
verciet sara nol narmead. Teue 1o iracition. e Gaasrda mads
U m pormmanche s ey n Docerribey 130D o 7 was osed
thermalter baf Tha waness patel commancker. Deng camed
ferie wharaver Fa was absent. Tha LADO and GAS decded
Thad thed e Wi LN wehache 1or theem LEMUTLnSOUsry, DLl T
CAS "got in frat’, M wes thos 8 matter of gles when LRDG
PArDIS COUD Mecover BNy jeesps sbardonsy by Uw 3AS,
wheh happeaned momm than oncdg  Jermcans wess nol
goneraly carned on twe bonnet of LROG eepa

O: TYPICAL LRDG DPERATIONAL DRESS:

01: SGT. 8. RO3IE, RATA; 3 PATRDL,
SUMMER 1342 [LATER WO. Il. S8M A SON.)

C2: PTE. A. TIGHE, M.|.D., RADC; FITTER,
T PATROL, JAMUARY 19041 (LATER
CORPORAL, MM, KILLED IN GREECE!]

G3: LT. D. 'SHORTY' BARRETT, NZ DIV.
CAVALAY; ADJUTANT AND GM, GROUP HO,
AUGUST 1541 (LATER CAPTAIN, MBE,
M.1.0.)

04: CAPT. D. L. LLOYD OWEN, QUEEN'S
ROYAL RECY.; COMMANDER, ¥ PATROL,
NOVEMEBER 1947 [LATER MAJOR-CEMERAL,
cm, DSO, OBE, MC, AND LAST GROUP CO)

G8: CPL. L. H. BAOWNE, DCM, NIASC;
HAVIGATOR, T PATAOL, WINTER 19432
(LATER CAPTAIN, MC, DCM, M.L.D..

AND LADG INTELLICENCE OFFICER)

Every man pnng e Goup Dought he own cotfeng and
wqipment wih numy wilh oved B0 porent Lnits Gnd Seeen
FbONarte: representsd, e wWOB Fnely Soen In photos &

a7



IG7) ot cag boage 1G17) aere rarsly woem 1 T felkd

Ung rregria were 21 frs? forteooen for Securty rasons,
but Bagnolg later relerted in the interests of aspet O cOP
The ‘scorpon within mawhes WS ongrmaily maoes up localy
as i brooch for whee aag girfrisencis. and later becams e
cap badgs: It was desgned by Bhey' Oamsey, an e=-A/T
gurner of 34 N2 AT Bty 1 owad 3 ittla 1o 4 pre-war Ralan

AUlO-Saracana Company DAoge Wwhoh Watured 4 cran,
refeesarting the Topk of Cancer ard moee o an sctual
SsCr P v Liler b1 Blusy® s peoagelly ded, leupeag s
vichm amely unharmed . Tha first pafern rrugnes sos s
wih a fal seorplon abivs "LAPMHZANDG on separate
ooy, was used DAety DY H and T Pilicds shen on keave
The wies unversal patien was N bonce, with 8 “sireing’
scorpeirn gl LRDOY. Yaiows nasonal shoulce 12kes, ang
varatiors oc the red-on-blach ‘LADG® sio-on tifla were
wrmi o 1imae 50 i, 08 worg some M Boo lormaton
WO, OUT M wene OSCOUNged. YWeaDoms INCu0ed Websoy
rantode SMALF it soveral ganscations of Thompeon SMG,
arvd bills 30 grenaedhis

CAMPAICH

Comemne, sulhomiisiive soooends of history s doov
militery encounters Lach Wipage bool cmbima
vve: W allusiraseny iludmg maps, onders of barle,
coleur plites, a3d three-dimensimnal hattle maps

ELITE

Netaded inforrmaton oo e uniforas and msigras o
1he worhd™s rrant famous multary forces. Lach Bd-pare
bk comtuins some ¥ phetographs and dugran, asd
12 pagos of felkoknr anwrk

HEMN-ATARMS

An unrnalled ewrce of infiermurvm on the wndormms
arn] gz of (ighuing wes trougho hnam

Esch #5-page bl tncludes some #) phaiographs

and daprams, and oght pages of full-calow anminlk
YWARRIOR

Petimitive amalysin o the grmeair, woapons, o
arad mmastisabon ool 1 e l'rlililn‘ e ol hiil‘nfr. Fach
fr-page ook conigrs cuamsyy i raphadel sk

off the warrim's weipuons andd armvar

COMPANION SERIES FROM OSPREY |

ORDELR OF BATTLE

[he moil detaled milnrmation over poblihed on the
unty which fought hisdirs's preat battles. Dach Mepape
book contans punpdehensdve organisiun Jagrims
aipported by ultra-detated cobur mam Fak ntle

alvy odimdes 2 by fold-ous base map

AIRCRAFT OF THE ACES

FNocuses exclustvely on the chite pilors of magor gir
carvpdigna, and Eclodes unigue irlercny sith
sumviving scos sousced specifically foe exch solume
bach “epige volume coatasie up o M1 wpeoall,
commimcncd Jmworks, nit Istings, new aale plirs
anad the hewr anchimal phatography avalshle

COMBAT AIRCRAFT

Technscal infonraton from the wairkl's leslog avaion
wrters on the sirerall tvpes [lown, Eack Weppre volume
wimtarms up o 4 apooally cormmdsioned artwaorks,

unii fistimgs, new sczale plans and the best archival
photegranky available
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oy NEW VANGUARD

THE LONG RANGE DESERT GROUP 1940-1945

Cn | Auguast 1945 one of the finest

mntelipence-gathering unms over oreated by
the Briush Army was disbanded. Formed on
¥ July 1940, the Long Range | Jesert Usroup
wis the brilliant product of the vision al
May. Ralph Bagnold of the Roval Corps
ol Swgmals. As a model for what =
now commonly know as 3 Long Range
Reconnassance Farrol umt, the
Crroup can have lew equals. Between
26 Decemiber %M and |0 Ill||'.|=|'||
1943, 2 voral of only 15 days
passed wathout a patrol of
LRI operating behind
ot on the Hanks of the enemy

a remus kabde acluovenent
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