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With a father and grandfather
who served with distinction
in two World Wars, BRUCE
QUARRIE grew up with

a fascination for military
history. Born in 1947,

he graduated with honours
from Cambridge University
in 1968 and worked as a
journalist with the Financial
Times. He edited Military
INustrated for a number

of years, and is now
established as a full-time
writer. Bruce’s definitive
Encyclopaedia of the
German Army was even
translated and published

in German.

JEFFREY BURN is a
distinguished artist who has
worked on several Osprey
publications over the years,
including Men-At-Arms 230:
The US Army 1850-1 920'
and Men-At-Arms 34:

The Waffen-8S. He is also
a keen re-enactor, and lives
in the Scottish Borders.
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I: Hauptsturmfiihrer, LSSAH,
30 June 1934

2: 9mm Luger Po8 automatic
pistol (cutaway to show
internal mechanism)
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: 9mm Schmeisser (Haenel) MP28 submachine-gun

: 9mm Bergmann MP34/35 submachine-gun

: 9mm MP38/40 submachine-gun (cut away to show internal mechanism)
: Leather and canvas MP38/MP40 magazine pouches

: 7.92 mm MP43 assault rifle

: Leather and canvas MP43 magazine pouches

: M1939 Eiergranate

: M1924 Stielhandgranate
: 7.92mm MG42 machine-gun




1: Rifleman’s ‘Y’ straps with ‘D’ rings and belt
2a: NCO and other ranks’ belt buckle

2b: Officer’s belt buckle
3: M1931 field flask and drinking cup




4: Small entrenching tool and carrier

5: S84/98 bayonet and dismounted sidearm carrier
6: 1936 Pattern SS dagger

7: M1938 gas mask case

8: M1931 cook pot
9: M1911 cartridge pouches




1: Unterscharfiihrer,

Ist SS-VT Standarte
‘Deutschland’,
France, June 1940
2: 9mm Mauser (C96 automatic pistol
oo . (cutaway to show
internal mechanism)




3: M43 Einheitsfeldmiitze
4: Camouflaged field cap
5: Fur cap

1: M35/40 steel hclmet with
| camouflage cover
2: Schiffchen field cap







I: Early pattern
camouflage smock
2 Late pattern

camouflage smock
3 Zeltbahn

% Army pattern reversible
winter tunic

3: Waffen-SS pattern

reversible winter tunic



Panzerfaust training
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1: Obersturmfiihrer,
Totenkopf Division,
Russia, summer 1944

2: 9mm Walther P38

automatic pistol

(cutaway to show

internal mechanism)




















































E5: Fur cap

Produced to help counter the bitter cold of the
Russian winters, this was a fur-lined felt cap with
deep ear flaps and a chin string which could be used
to tie the flaps at the crown when the weather was
warmer. It was not issued with any insignia although
men often sewed their own on.

Fr1: Early pattern camouflage smock

This example shows the screen-printed smock first
worn 1n Poland and the invasion of the west. The
summer pattern 1s outside but the autumn pattern
can be seen inside the neck opening. Features to note
are the low elasticated waist, elasticated cufts, and the
two slits in the chest to enable the wearer to reach the
pockets of his tunic underneath. In practice, when
worn with the standard ‘Y’ strap webbing, this
proved impossible, so the vents were omitted on later
pattern smocks. These original smocks, of rayon/
cotton duck cloth, were printed by a lengthy process
necessitating up to six screens, and it could take
several days (including waterproofing, which could
not be done until the dyes were dry) to produce a
single batch. Later smocks were mainly machine-
printed to save time.

Fz: Late pattern camouflage smock

Several differences are immediately apparent. The
chest vents have gone, to be replaced by patch
pockets on the lower skirt. Buttons replace draw-
strings a the neck and, although the wrists and waist
remain elasticated, the latter i1s higher and more
comfortable. Additionally, thin strips of material are
sown on the upper part of the garment so that leaves
and twigs can be inserted for additional camouflage.
This garment shows the autumn pattern outside,
summer inside.

F3: Zeltbahn

This triangular piece of kit was extremely useful,
being small and light enough to be carried as part of
the assault equipment and serving as a poncho,
windbreak or part of a tent. Because of the loopholes
along each edge, two or more could be laced together,
supported by an upturned rifle or tree branch; but it
could be carried as a small roll or worn either loose or
wrapped around the legs and upper arms. Most
Zeltbahns were either plain field grey or in army

pattern camouflage, but towards the end of the war
examples in SS camouflage did appear.

F4: Army pattern reversible winter tunic

This shows a front view of the standard grey/white
reversible winter anorak with hood shared by both
the army and the Waffen-SS, although to begin with
(1942) the SS received priority in its allocation. It was
lined with blanket material for warmth and, like the
smock, was truly reversible. It also had a storm flap at
the throat. Earlier in the war, the troops had had to
make do with improvised snow camouflage smocks of
thin white sheeting which they tied over their
greatcoats. The new anorak assisted mobility
enormously as well as helping to keep the men warm.

F5: Waffen-SS pattern reversible winter tunic
Inevitably, the Waffen-SS were not slow in produc-
ing their own pattern of reversible winter clothing
with the non-white side in autumnal camouflage.
This shows the rear view. Because almost all Waften-
SS clothing was manufactured 1n concentration
camps, the tailoring was erratic and otten shoddy,
although this was more often due to the simple effects
of deprivation and hunger than to deliberate
sabotage.

G: Panzerfaust training

- Here a young 17-year-old grenadier from the 12th SS

Panzer Division ‘Hitlerjugend’ is being shown how to
use the Panzerfaust by a grizzled Unterscharfuhrer.
Most of the ‘Hitlerjugend’ ofhicers were drawn from
the Leibstandarte, and this sergeant proudly retains
the cuff title of his parent formation. The ‘rookie’
wears the 1944 pattern Feldbluse, a coarse garment
resembling the British BD blouse made from Ze/t-
bahn material. It was not reversible. His helmet 1s
plain anodised steel with no decals, as was common
towards the end of the war. The sergeant-instructor
is from an assault gun unit and wears the SS-pattern
self-propelled gun crew trousers and double-breasted
blouse with red waffenfarbe. His right sleeve carries
three tank destruction badges, while on the left front
of his tunic are a tank assault badge and ribbon of the
Iron Cross. On his head is a field grey Einheitsfeld-
mitze with Totenkopf on the peak and national eagle
on the left-hand side. The Panzerfaust was extremely
easy to operate, even by ‘raw’ troops, although 1t
required guts. (See text for further details.)
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Insights into the dally lives of history’s fighting men and Watten-SS Soldier

women, past and present, detailing their motivation, training, 1940 —45

tactics, weaponry and experiences.

Probably the most highly

motivated and ruthless

_ ol " combatant to take the field in
'.u - World War 1I, the Watten-S$
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soldier was the cutting edge

of Germany’s military might.

Aggressive in attack, dogged
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= R e in defence, his units generally

Photographs suffered higher casualties than

the regular army formations.

The apple of the Fihrer's eye,

he was the first to receive the

-ull colour artwork best available equipment and

was expected to produce results

to match. From the green fields
of France to the freezing steppes
of Russia and finally to the
shattered streets of Berlin this

title details the development

of the weapons, equipment and

tactics of one of history’s most

Unrivalled detall Clothing and equipment formidable soldiers.




