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D: CENTURION MARK 5 FV4001

SPECIFICATION

Crew: 4 (Commander, Gunner, 1 Driving mirror
Loader/Operator, Driver) 2 \Vehicle horn
Weight: 49 tons 3 Sidelight

Length: Hull — 24 feet 9 '%ins

Gun forward - 32 feet 3ins >
Width: 11 feet O %ins
Track width: 2 feet Oins
Ground pressure: 12.8 pounds per sq.in.
Ground clearance: 1 foot 8ins
Vertical obstacle climbing: 3 feet
Engine: Rolls-Royce Meteor Mark 48
Transmission: Merritt-Brown Z51R
Fuel capacity: 121 gallons petrol
Max. speed: 21mph
Range: 32 miles
Main armament: Ordnance QF

20-pounder (83.4mm) Tk Mark 1

Secondary armament: 7.62mm Browning

Rounds of ammunition: 65 20-pounder;
3,600 7.92mm

L TR I
5 Y
'r'.‘ '

.
ol

4 Steering lever
5 Gearstick

6
7
8

'''''''
wily

nstrument panel
Parking brake

Driver’'s periscope




9 Fire extinguisher
10 Driver's seat
11 Smoke grenade dischargers
12 Coaxial machine gun
13 Gun QF 20-pounder

14 Fume extractor
15 Loader's periscope
16 Canvas mantlet cover

17 Ventilator

18 Gun control equipment

19 Radio aeria

20 Gunner’'s periscope

21 Commander’s blade vane
sight

22 Commander’s periscope

23 Commander’s vision cupola

24 Engine compartment covers

25 Meteor Mark 4B 650hp
engine

26 Oil cooler

27 Main engine generator

28 Transmission compartment
covers

29 Gun depression stop-rails

30 Radiator

31 Cooling air outlet louvres

32 Towing hook

33 Towing cable

34 Gun clamp

35 Exhaust outlet

36 Exhaust silencer

37 Gearbox

38 Drive sprocket

39 Exhaust pipe

40 Remote telephone cable reel

41 Water jerrycan holder

42 Spare periscope blocks

43 Top-loading stowage bins

44 Bazooka plate lifting handle
and staple for camouflage
follage

45 Spent cartridge case bin

46 Turret race

47 Bazooka plate attachment
arm

48 Suspension unit axle arm

49 Track guide roller

50 Roadwheel

51 Track adjuster assembly

52 20-pounder ammunition
stowage rack

53 Drinking water container

54 Driver’s approach march
hood container

55 Driving headlamp

56 Spare track link holder
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F1: Centurion ARV Mark 2, C Squadron, 1st Armoured Regiment, Royal Australian
Armoured Corps, commanded by Sergeant Peter de Jong RAEME, Fire Support Base
Coral, Bien Hoa Province, South Vietnam, May 1968.
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F2: Centurion Mark 5 AVRE, 26 Armoured Engineer Regiment, Operation Motorman,
Creggan Estate, Londonderry, Northern lIreland, 31 July 1972.
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New Vanguard - 63

The design, development, operation and history Centurion

of the machinery of warfare through the ages. , =
Universal Tank

1943-2003

From 1943 the British began
work on a new tank that bore
distinct similarities to the
German Pzkpfw V Panther. This
design emerged in mid-194sS as

the Centurion, just too late to

see action in World War II. It

has remained in service with

Unrivalled detall the British Army in various

guises ever since, and was last

used in action in 1991 during
the Gulf War. It has also seen
combat with the Israeli Defence
Forces, the Indian Army and
the Australian Army in
Vietnam. This book details all
the marks of Centurion used

| from World War II through the
Korean War to the present day,

as well as covering the many

specialised variants — some of

Cutaway artwork Photographs | which are still in use.




